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SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 



INDEX TO INSPECTORS. 



Names of Inspectors. 



Names of Schools 
Inspected. 



Names of Inspectors. 



Names of Schools 



dr. Adair, Samuel ' - Omagh * 
dr. Bradford, J. - - Longford - 

dr. Browne, J. - - Kilrush 

Ditto - - - Ennis - - 

dr. Brown, Samuel - Mount St. Catherine - 

dr. Conwell, E. A. - Navan, No. 1 

Ditto - - - Navan, No. 2 

dr. Coyle, M. - - Athy - 

Ditto - - - Carlow - 

Ditto - - - Stradbally - 

Mr. Currie, R. S. - - John-street - 

dr. D’Arcy, H. L. - Moate, No. 2 
Ditto - - - Mullingar - 

Ditto - Rochford Bridge - 

dr. Dowling, J. - - Monaghan - 

dr. Dugan, C.W. - - Enniscortby 

Ditto - *New Ross, No. 1 - 

Ditto - - - *New Ross, No. 2 

Ditto - - - * Wexford, No. 1 - 

Ditto - - - Wexford, No. 2 - 

Ditto - - - Templeshannon - 

Mr. Eardley, R - - Mooncoin - 

Mr. Fitzgerald, J. G. - Cappoquin - - - | 

Ditto - Tallow 

Ditto - - - Youghal 

Mr. Fitzgerald, M. * Air-hill - 
Ditto - - " Banagher - 

Ditto - - - Birr - 

Ditto - - - Nenagh 

Mr. Fleming, J. G. - Ballina * 

Ditto . Enniskillen, No. 2 

Mr. Graham, C. - Abbeyleix - 

Ditto - - - Borris-in-Ossory - 

Ditto ... Clara - 

Ditto ... Coote-street 

Ditto - - - Killina 

Ditto •» - - Maryborough 

Ditto - Mountmellick 

Ditto --- Portarlington 

Ditto - - - Tull am ore - 

Mr. Hanlon, J. - - Bantry - 

Mr. Harkin, L. - Goresbridge 

Ditto - - - Kilkenny - 

Mr. Healy, VV. - - Bagnalstown 

Ditto - - - Newtownbarry - 

Ditto ... Tullow, Monks - 
Ditto - - - Tullow 

Mr. Hunter, W. A. - Drogheda 

Ditto ... King’s Inn’s-street 

Mr. Kennedy, W. - - Sligo - 

Mr. Lane, J. C. - - Fethard 

Mr. Lawler, M. - - Thurles 

Ditto - - - Thurles, Industrial 

Mr. MncCreanor, E. - Cavan, Infant 
Mr. MacDermott, W. - Booterstown 
Ditto - Fir House - 

Ditto - - - Warrenmount 

Mr. MacLochlin, J. - Charleville - 
Ditto - - - Doneraile - 

Ditto - - - Fermoy 

Ditto - - - Mallow 

Mr. Macnamara, Thadeus Ballyoughtera, Monks 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mr. MacSheehy, B. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



Caliirciveen 
Killarney, No. 1 - 
Killarney, No. 2 - 
Milltown 
Bray, No. 2 
Rlackrock - 
Dalkey, No. 2 
Delgany 
Glasthule 
Gorey 



Mr. Macllroy, T. - 
Ditto 

Mr. MacSweeny, J. 
Ditto 

Mr. Molloy, J. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mr. Molloy, W. R. 

Mr. Nesbitt, R. 

Mr. O’Carroll, F. F. 
Ditto 

Mr. O’Callaghan, A. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mr. O’Connell, P. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mr. O’ Driscoll, D. F. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mr. O’Galligan, G. R. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mr. O’Neill, G. F. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mr. Patterson, J. - 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

i Mr. Porter, D. C. - 
’ Ditto 

1 Mr. Potterton, R. - 

> Mr. Roantree, D. J. 

! Mr. Robinson, R. - 

. Ditto 

, Mr. Simpson, A. J. 

, Ditto 

Ditto 
' y Ditto 

( Ditto 

Ditto 

” Mr. Slieahah, T. - 

. Ditto 

Ditto 
. Ditto 

. Ditto 

^ Ditto 

3 Mr. Sheehy, E. 

6 Ditto 

2 Ditto 
6 

7 Ditto 

5 Ditto 

6 Ditto 

9 Ditto 

1 Ditto 

5 Ditto 

9 Mr. Sheridan, J. E. 

3 Ditto 

4 Ditto 

5 Mr. Strong, T. K. 



Canal-street 

High-street 

Roscommon 

St. Peter’s - 

Ardee, No. 2 

Dundalk, No. 2 - 

St. Mary’s - 

Hamilton-street - 

Crumlin-road 

George’s Hill 

Richmond - 

Adare - 

Perry-square 

Saint Mary’s 

St, Mary and Muncbin’s 

St. John’s - - - 

St. John’s-square - 

Sexton-street 

Bandon - 

Clonakilty - 

Skibbereen - 

Castleisland 

Dingle - 

Listowel - 

Tralee - 

Clane - 

Kildare - - - 

Maynooth - 
Naas - 
* Ballinasloe - 
Loughrea - 
*St. Vincent’s 
♦Ballinasloe - 
Gort - 

l*-New Ross, No. 2 
*St. Vincent’s (Loughrea) 
*Wexford, No. 1 - 
*W exford, No. 2 - 
Moville - 
St. Columb’s 
Cashel - 
Swineford - - - 
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INDEX TO SCHOOLS. 



Names of Schools Inspected. 



Abbeyleix 
Adare - 
Air-hill 

Ardee, No. 2 - 
Athy - 

Bagnalstown - 
Baggot-street 
Ballina - 



Ballinasloe 

Ballyoughtera, Monks 
Banagher 

Bantry - - - 

Bandon 
Birr - 
Blackrock 
Blaekrock 
Booterstown - 
Borris-in-Ossory - 
Bray, No. 2 

Cahirciveen - 
Canal-street - 
Carlow - - - 

Cashel - - - 

Castleisland - 
Cappoquin 
Cavan, Infant 
Clane - - - 

Clara - - 

Clondalkin - 
Clonakilty 
Charleville 
Coote-street - 
Crumlin-road 

Dalkey, No. 2 
Delgany 

Dingle - - - 

Doneraile 

Douglas-street, Monks 
Drogheda 
Dundalk, No. 2 

Ennis - 
Enniscorthy - 
Enniskillen, No. 2 

Fethard 

Fermoy 



Galway, Monks 
George’s Hill 



Names of Schools Inspected. 



Goresbridge - - - - 

Gort - 

Golden Bridge - - - 

Gorey - 
Glasthule - 

Great Georges-st.,Lancasterian, 
Monks. 

Hamilton-street - 
High-street - 

John-street - 

Kenmare - 

Kildare - - - - 

Killina - 

Kilrush - 

Kilkenny - - - - 

Killarney, No. 1 - 

Killarney, No. 2 - 

Killarney, Monks - 

Kinsale - - - - 

King’s Inn’s-street 
Kingstown - 

Listowel - - - - 

Longford - 

Loughrea - 

Loretto - - - - 

Maynooth - 

Maryborough - 

Mallow - 

Mill-street - - - - 

Milltown - 

Midleton - - 

Moville - 

Mount St. Catherine 

Monaghan - 

Moate, No, 2 - 

Mountmellick 

Mooncoin - 

Mullingar - 

Naas - 

Navan, No. 1 - 

Navan, No. 2 - - 

Nenagh - 
Newtown Smyth 
Newtownbarry 
New Ross, No. 1 - 

New Ross, No. 2 - 

New Ross, Female (2) - 



Names of Schools Inspected. 



Omagh - 
Oranmore - 
Oughterard - 

Passage West 
Perry-square 
Portarlington 

Queenstown - 

Rahoon - 
Richmond - 
Rocliford Bridge - 
Roscommon - 

St. Anne’s - 

St. Catherine’s 

St. Columb’s - 

St. Finbar’s - - - 

St. John’s - 

St. John’s-square - 

St. Joseph’s - - - 

St. Mary’s - 

St. Mary’s - 

St. Mary and St. Munchin’s 

St. Nicholas - - - 

St. Peter’s - - - 

St. Vincent’s (Loughrea) 

St. Vincent’s - 
Sexton-street 
Skibbereen - 
Sligo - 
Stradbally - 
Swineford - 

Tallow - 
Templeshannon 
Tkurles - 
Thurles, Industrial - 
Tranquilla - 
Tralee - 
Tralee - 
Tullow, Monks 
Tullow - - - - 

Tullamore - 

Warren Mount 
Wexford, No. 1 - - 

Wexford, No. 2 - 

Wexford, Female - 
Wexford, Infant 

Youghal - 
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QUERIES which are answered in the following Special Reports. 



1. (a). — Adequacy of teaching power. 

1. (b). — Acquirements, method of teaching, and organizing skill of teachers. 

2. — Efficiency of instruction, as judged by results. 

3. — Management, care, and instruction of infant pupils. 

4. — Of the pupils that have finally given up attendance at school, proportion~that have 
attained to a satisfactory degree of education. 

5. — Results of instruction in music, drawing, and other extra branches. 

6. — Results of industrial instruction. 

7. — Results of moral training, as to the habits and manners of the pupils. 

_ 8. — Arrangements — and observance of specified arrangements — for religious instruc- 
tion. 

9. (a). — Acquirements of monitors. 

9. (5). — Efficiency of their services as junior instructors. 

9. (c). — Measures adopted for preparing them for their duties. 

9. (d). — Results of their annual examinations. 

10. — Observance of the Board’s rules by the conductors of this school. 

11. (a). — Adequacy of the accommodation in school and class-rooms, allowing six 
square feet for each pupil in average attendance. 

11. (£). — Healthiness and convenience of school-rooms as to light, ventilation, out- 
offices, &c. 

11. (c). — Expense incurred in the building and furnishing of the school-house and 
offices. 



12. — Supply of maps, charts, apparatus, and usual school requisites ; and expense 
incurred in providing them. 

.13-; Effect, if any, of the operation of this school in drawing out from their homes and 
bringing under the influence of instruction those children of the more destitute classes 
who would otherwise probably attend no school. 



14. — In what way, and to what extent, has the existence of this school affected the ope- 
ration of lay female schools around it ; and by what agencies has such influence been 
brought to bear ? 

15. Relative estimate of the educational value of this convent school as compared with 
the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, in regard to the following j 

a. — A s to efficiency of general course of instruction. 

B. — As to care, &c. of infant pupils. 

c. As to instruction in music, drawing, and other extra branches. 

D. — As to industrial instruction. 

E. — As to moral training. 

F. — As to religious instruction. 

G-— As to observance of Board’s rules. 



H. — As to school-room accompiodation, &c. 

As to supply of educational apparatus. 

K. As to attractive influence in bringing children of the poor 

16.— Number of inspections and visits made by the Inspectors 
school during the years 1860, 1861, 1862, and 1863. 



under instruction, 
of the Board to this 



17. — Character of the observations recorded by the inspectors. 

18. — General observations as to the effect of this convent school on education o-enerally 
in district, or on education as conducted.on the system of the National Board of Education. 
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COPY of the Special Reports recently made to the Commissioners 
of National Education in Ireland on the Convent Schools in 
connection with the Board. 



SPECIAL REPORTS. 



County Antrim, Roll No. 7059. 
Crumlin-road Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — St. Paul’s. Convent of Mercy. 



Visited 2d and 3d June 1864. — Manager, Mr. Morin, Belfast. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number ! 
of Pupils in i 


Number of Pupils present 


on Days of Special Inspection i 


» 


Attendance 
the Year 1863. 


first Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and s . 
Higher Classe 


Total. 


1,180 


304-9 


229 


96 




31 


26 


464 


Average Age 


- * - 


5-6 


8 


9-6 


10-1 


11-6 


8-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There is one teacher and two monitors for every 50 pupils in attendance; 
their energies are consequently heavily taxed. 

1. (5). — The literary acquirements of the sisters who conduct this school are not tested 
by direct examination, but their appreciation of the Inspectors’ questions to the advanced 
classes and monitors, as well as their aptness in detecting any error in the answer, fully 
testifies as to their literary competency. For an unembarrassed and composed method of 
communicating instruction, and a methodical organizing power, I have always thought 
them rather remarkable. 

2. — The ability of the pupils to lay hold on the subject under consideration, and the 
ready and intelligent answers to questions not technically prepared, but naturally arising 
in the course of conversation, manifests great efficiency in the teaching process. 

3. — The younger as well as the mpre adult pupils in charge of the sisters here -seem 
perfectly happy and confiding, an effect only produced by an affectionate and sympathising 
influence, and the progress is fully commensurate with the time under instruction. • 

4. — This is one of the most decidedly manufacturing towns in the United Kingdom ; the 
pupils are in large proportion drawn from the working classes, and must leave at an early 
age ; nevertheless I observe that, for several years, from eighteen to twenty per cent, of the 
pupils in average attendance have risen to the senior division of the school, and conse- 
quently left with an education sufficiently liberal to be of service to them in afterlife, in 
whatever calling Providence might place them. 

5. — The degree of perfection in vocal music is rarely met with. Cultivation has given 
naturally good voices a facility and grace in execution which could not fail to please the 
most critical. 

6. — Drawing good. Extra branches very good. Plain work has been well attended to, 
and the fancy-work also is of such a character as to be serviceable in afterlife to these 
young people. 

7 .—The pupils are docile, orderly, and affectionate, and there is no school in my district 
in which I feel more comfortable in the performance of inspection duties. 

8. — The time set apart is from two to half-past two daily, with five minutes for prayer at 
noon ; this is scrupulously observed, and well adapted to this school. 

9. (a). — In literary acquirements these monitors rank very high; several equal to 
. second-class teachers. 

405. A 2 9. (5). — Highly 
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4 SPECIAL REPORTS OR CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 



9. — Highly efficient, as shown by results. 

9. ( c }. — One of the sisters takes charge of the monitors’ class, for one hour daily, before 
the ordinary classes commence. I have had the pleasure and profit also of being present 
occasionally during this hour, and consider the monitors highly privileged. 

9. (d). — The results for several years have been most satisfactory. 

10. — They appear to be faithfully and scrupulously observed. 

11. (a).— The accommodation here is excellent. About 720 pupils could be comfortably 
accommodated, and the attendance never exceeds 500 pupils on any day. 

11. {!>).— This leaves nothing to be desired. 

11. (c).—£. 1,987. 3 s. 2 \d. 

12. — Very well supplied. About 81 1 of expense incurred m providing them. 

13. — The poorer classes have great confidence in the nuns, and many, I have no 
doubt, place their children under their care that would neglect or refuse to send them 
elsewhere. 

14. — The girls who remain at school to a more mature age frequently leave the other 

lay Roman Catholic schools, and finish tlieir*education here. The only agency employed 
is faithful and efficient teaching, combined with visiting the different families of their own 
persuasion. . . 

15. a. — It is superior to any lay Roman Catholic school in this district, and quite 
equal to the best of any other denomination, and in advance of the majority also. 

15. B. — Quite equal to any other school in this district, and in this respect the district 
has attained a perfection which is seldom realised. 

15. c . — I have only three lay schools in this district that would contrast at all favour- 
ably in music with this school. Drawing is quite as good in several, but none can be 
compared with it in extra branches. .... , 

15 . d. — I t is, I believe, in advance of any lay school in this district, except the model 
schools. • . 

15. E. — There is a pleasing simplicity of manner observable, as free from false modesty 
as from effrontery or boldness ; they treat their inspector with cordiality, candour, and 
confidence ; and I would be led to say from such appearance that the moral training is of 



an effective kind. 4 . 

15. F , — I believe that religious instruction is well attended to in all the schools. I can- 
not well give an opinion in this matter, but I have been occasionally present at the noon 
prayer, and from the chastened, subdued, and general appearance of the pupils, I would 
suppose that it is judiciously administered. 

15. G. — They seem to be scrupulously observed. 

15. H . — Superior to any other school in this district, which is proverbial for ample 
school accommodation. 

15. i. — Very good. 

15. K.— It is particularly influential in bringing out adult pupils to the evening school, 
who would net attend elsewhere. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 







1860. 


1861. 1 


| 1862. 


_ 




3 ! 


3 


3 


- 


- 


3 


1 1 


3 



1 8.— The° attention of the nuns in visiting the Roman Catholic families has greatly in- 
creased their attendance at this school ; their discipline is also mild, firm, and encouraging, 
and such as to inspire with confidence. The nuns have an influence over, adult pupils 
and frown women, who attend the evening classes, which is not attainable in lay 
school’s ; in' the latter they are generally impatient of restraint or inspection ; in the con- 
vent schools they are as submissive as well-trained children, and many attend these 
schools who would not be induced to attend any other school. 

In any system of education having for its object the moral advancement and literary 
improvement of the Roman Catholic people, this school would prove an acquisition and an 
ornament ; and having inspected it several times annually for more than six years, I feel 
pleasure in recording my approbation of its general management, and the attention which 
both teachers and pupils have given to every suggestion with reference to organization or, - 
literary proficiency. 

(signed) R. Nesbitt, 

First Class Deputy Inspector. 

1 June 1864. (Wesleyan.) 
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County Antrim, Roll No. 8056. 
Hamilton-stkeet Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27th and 31st May and 9th June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. Delany, Belfast. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in j 
Average 






Number of Pupils present 


on Days of Special Inspection : 






on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


1 First Class. 

1 


Second Class. 


. Sequels. ; 


Third Class. 


Fourth ancl 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 






M. 


F. 


F. 


F. 


F. 


F. 


M. ' 


F. 


472 


163 


50 


100 


39 


21 


15 


6 


j 50 


181 


Average Age 


- - - 


4-2 


5-3 


6-7 


9-9 


10-4 


11 


4 2 


7 



Answers to Queries. 

1 ( a \ The present teaching staff consists of two ladies of the convent (aided, 

occasionally, by a lay sister), and seven senior and three junior monitresses. It is con- 
templated to have another lady connected with the convent as permanent teacher m the 
school Durino- 1863 the average daily attendance was 163; and as the teaching staft 
was nearly the°same as at present, there was an instructor (counting those of all grades) 
for every 14 pupils; or, omitting the junior monitresses, for every 18 pupils. _ I he 
average a^e of the senior monitresses is 17'2 years. Five are above the age entitling 
them to be recognised as principal or assistant teachers; and they have, on an average, 
one-and-a~half year’s experience in teaching. . 

1. (J )\ — X cannot, of course, offer an opinion, based on a formal examination, as to the 
acquirements of the ladies of the convent; but, as far as I have had an opportunity of 
iudo-ino- durino- visits to the school, I can have no hesitation in pronouncing a most 
favourable opinion on the subject. One of the ladies, who has the chief superintendence, 
has had considerable experience in school matters in largely-attended convent national 
schools at Baggot-street, Kingstown, and Crumlin-road. Both display the utmost zeal 
in adopting ancl carrying out the most approved methods of conducting school business. _ 

2. — Most of the children were very young, and in the lower classes. Of the 231 pupils 
present, 164 were under seven years of age. The general proficiency in subjects suited 
to their age and circumstances is satisfactory. 

3. — One hundred and fifty of the children present were in the infants room. The average 
ao-e of the boys, 4-2 ; of the girls, 5-3. Considerable care and attention are devoted to these 
children. Religious instruction, recreation, gallery exercises, object lessons, and infant- 
school songs occupy them four hours daily. 

4. — After a careful examination of the school records, from the close of 1858 to the 
present time, 154 pupils, of 11 years of age and upwards, who had attained to the higher 
classes, are found to have left the school for the purpose of becoming nursery 
o'overneses, entering on a trade, working in the mills, or going to service. About 60 
others belonging to the junior classes, who were obliged to leave at an earlier age, 
returned to continue their education in the evening national school, which was in opera- 
tion up to 1862. Seventeen pupils during this period became monitresses; eight died; 
and 36 cannot be fully accounted for. Sixty-three per cent, of those who have given up 
schooling altogether may be said to have attained a satisfactory degree of education. 

5. — Arrangements are in progress to have drawing and singing taken up as special 

subjects. At present the instruction in vocal music is mainly confined to marching songs, 
and those given in infant school manuals. _ _ . 

6. — One hour daily is devoted to instruction in needlework. Plain sewing is chiefly 
attended to ; and the results appear to be very satisfactory. All the materials are pro- 
vided for such children as are unable to bring them. 

7. — The children are gentle and sumissive in demeanour, evidently fully under the 

control of their teachers, whom they respect very much. They present a neat and orderly 
appearance, which is the more noticeable, as the home influences are doubtless of a very 
unfavourable nature in* many instances. _ ... 

8. — The following arrangements are notified on the time-tables, and, I believe, strictly 
observed : — Religious instruction in the girls’ department commences daily (except Satur- 
day) at 11-30 o’clock, continues till 12, is resumed at 2-25, and ends at 2-35 o’clock. In 
the infants’ room, the girls receive religious instruction from 11 to 1 1 ; and the boys, 
from 11 to 12 o’clock. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitors are, in general, fully up to the standard pre- 
scribed in the Commissioners’ programme. , 

405. a 3 9. (5). There 
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9. (b). — There is considerably more importance attached to the office of ^monitor her 
than in the majority of national schools : the services of the young persons so engaged 
are fairly efficient. 

9. (c). — The extra instruction of the monitors is very carefully attended to. They are 
arranged in two divisions, and taught as a special class for about three hours daily ; the 
rest of their time is occupied in the practice of teaching. 

9. ( d ). — Such of the inonitresses as were entitled to attend the public examination last 
year acquitted themselves (with one exception in some subject) satisfactorily. 

10. — I believe that the Board’s rules, even such of them as may be considered restric- 
tive of full liberty as regards religious instruction, are conscientiously observed by the 
conductors of this school. 

11. (a).— More than twice the number in average daily attendance during past year 
could be conveniently accommodated in the school and class-room, allowing six square feet 
for each child. 

11. ( b ). — The rooms are spacious and well arranged for school purposes. The walls of 
the girls’ principal and the infants’ room are 14 feet high ; of the class-room, 10 feet. 
Light, and the means of ventilation, abundant. The school-rooms, as to healthiness, are 
not surpassed by any in the district. 

11. (c). — The sum of .500 1. was expended, out of funds collected for the community, in 
constructing the school building. There is a rent of 35 1. per annum. The capitation 
allowance from the Commissioners, when it reaches the amount, goes to the payment of 
the rent of the school buildings. 

12. — There is an ample supply of large maps, charts, &c. A more abundant supply of ' 
school requisites is kept up here than in most of the ordinary schools. 

13. — Most of the children on the rolls belong to the more destitute classes, and but for 
the unwearied exertions of the conductors of the school in visiting the parents, and inducing 
them to send their children, the great majority would never attend any school. The 
cause of even an occasional absence of a child is veiy carefully inquired into. 

14. — This convent school has had no appreciable effect on the attendance in the lay 
female or other schools around it. There are nearly a dozen national schools (in al of 
which girls are found in attendance) within five minutes’ walking distance of this school. 
The latter are chiefly under the management of Presbyterian clergymen. 

15. A. — Taking into account the circumstances of the school as to pupils’ ages, this 
school is on a par with the best-conducted of the ordinary female schools of the district 
as to instruction, while in the case of 

15. B. — Infant pupils I consider it superior. 

15. C. — Music and drawing are not taught as special subjects. 

15. D. — Throughout the district there are only two ordinary schools in which indus- 
trial instruction receives the time and attention devoted to it here. 

15. E. — In the inculcation of good habits amongst the pupils, and solicitude for their 
moral training, I consider it superior to the ordinary girls’ school. 

15. F. — The time devoted to religious instruction is more ample than in the majority of 
ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. g. — The Board’s rules are as faithfully observed. 

15. H. — As to accommodation, healthiness, and general adaptation for school purposes, 
this school is superior to, and 

15. i. — As regards necessary educational apparatus, is on a par with the other schools. 

15. K. — The attractive influence of the convent school, in bringing the more destitute 
class of children under instruction, is perhaps one of its most distinguishing features. In 
this respect it is immeasurably beyond the ordinary female schools. 

i 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

Inspections - - - I f ^}| 1 10 Ap„ j *{^ }| »{“ 

Incidental visits - - About three incidental visits each year. 

17. — Uniformly favourable. 

18. — The good effected by this convent school is mainly local in its operation. It sup-, 
plies a want- which otherwise would be much felt in the part of the town in which the 
school is situated. 

As already noted, it exercises a most salutary effect in bringing the poorer children of 
the neighbourhood under instruction, and training them in habits of order, cleanliness, and 
morality ; nor is its influence confined to the period of school attendance. There is a close 
connection maintained between the pupils who have entered on the business of life and 
the ladies of the convent, who continue to give their former pupils every assistance in 
their power in the way of advice, and in procuring suitable situations for them. The 
value of this solicitude for the moral and material wellbeing of former pupils cannot be 
too highly estimated, especially in such • a place as Belfast. The Board’s system has, in 
my opinion, derived considerable advantage from the connection with it of this and 
a kindred school in Belfast, as the fact of the ladies of the convent placing their school 
under the National Board, and submitting to its rules, has a tendency to attach the Catholic 
population of the town to the system administered by the Commissioners — a feeling which, 

I believe, wonld not exist (certainly not to the same extent) if this school were circum- 
stanced as the ordinary female schools. 

(signed) William R. Molloy, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Armagh, Roll No. 7508. 



Canal-street Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27th and 30th May and 6th June 1864.— Manager, Rev. P. O’Neill, Newry. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1 863, ; 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 1 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes.: 


Total. 


553 


301 


60 


66 


47 


22 


10 


205 


Average Age - 


4-5 


8-0' 


9-3 


12-2 


11-8 


8-0 



Answers to Queries. 

1. — The teaching power is amply sufficient. The staff consists of 10 of the ladies 

of the convent in the literary and six in the industrial school, assisted by seven monitresses 
and one industrial teacher paid by the Board. 

1. (by — All have received the education of ladies, and are weH qualified to give in- 
struction in the several branches they are called on to teach. Their method of teaching 
is intelligent and successful. Discipline is maintained with firmness and kindness. 

2. — Satisfactory progress has been made in reading, penmanship, and writing from 
dictation. In arithmetic, grammar, and geography, the proficiency is not so satisfactory, 
but on the whole as fair as could be expected, considering the irregularity of the atten- 
dance of the pupils, and the class of the community to which they belong. _ 

3. — Nothing can exceed the kind, careful, and judicious management of the infant pupils 
attending the school. 

4. — During the past year 33 pupils finally left school : of these 26, or 78 per cent., were 
in third class ; none left in fourth or higher classes. 

5. — Drawing is not taught. Instruction is given by the ladies of the convent in vocal 
music for a quarter of an hour each day ; the pupils also sing while at work. The singing 
of both monitors and pupils is remarkably good. 

6. — The school consists of two departments, one in which literary instruction is combined 
with industrial, and the other in which industrial instruction is almost exclusively given. 
In the latter, work of the most varied and costly character is most beautifully executed. 
This is afterwards sold, and the profits, without any deduction whatever, handed over to 
the pupils. I attach a list of the different kinds of work done, with the average weekly 
earning of each pupil.'< 

It is almost impossible to over-estimate the amount of care bestowed on the moral 
training of the pupils, and the pains taken to train them to habits of industry, neatness 
and cleanliness, and to the observance of propriety and decency of deportment. 

8. — The whole of Saturday, and from 10 to 10-30 o’clock and 12 to 12-5 o’clock daily, 
is devoted to religious instruction. These arrangements are, I. have reason to believe, 
strictly adhered to. 

9. (a). — The proficiency of the monitors in reading, penmanship, and writing from 
dictation is very satisfactory. In arithmetic and geography they are rather backward. 
On the whole, however, they are fairly up to their programme as monitors of the second 
year. 

9. ( b ). — In the discharge of their duties they are careful and painstaking, and are as 
fully efficient as young persons of their standing could be well expected to be. 

9. (c). — The ladies of the convent devote one hour each day to their instruction. 

9. (d). — Generally satisfactory. 

10. — As far as I could observe, the rides of the Board are strictly adhered to. 

11. (a). — There is ample accommodation. The several rooms are, together, capable of 
containing 475 pupils, while the average attendance is only about 300. 

11. (b ). — The rooms are all well lighted and ventilated, and supplied with suitable and 
convenient out-offices. 

11. (c). — The present school buildings and offices were fitted up entirely at the expense 
of the community. 

12. — The supply of maps, charts, apparatus, and school requisites is very good. They 
were supplied partly at the expense .of the Board and partly at. the expense of the com- 
munity. 

13. — I have here to repeat my observations, under this head, given in my report on 
High-street Convent School, “ That the social position of the ladies of the convent, their 

405. a 4 acknowledged 
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acknowledged capabilities as teachers, their disinterestedness, and their high religious 
character, added to their constant and regular visitation of parents arid pupils, have such 
an attractive influence on the Roman Catholic poor, that numbers are brought under in- 
struction who otherwise would have been brought up in ignorance and vice. The good 
effected in this way, as compared with the ordinary schools, cannot be over-estimated.” 

14. — Besides the convent schools, there are no female schools in the town or immediate 
neighbourhood conducted by lay teachers under Roman Catholic management. I am not 
aware that it has in any way affected other schools prejudicially. 

15. a. — As to efficiency in teaching reading, it is superior, while as to arithmetic, 
grammar, geography, and penmanship, it is fully equal to the more respectable lay female 
schools. 

15. B. — As to judicious management of infant pupils, and kindness and care bestowed 
on them, this school is much superior. 

15. C. — The previous education of the ladies of the convent, in both instrumental and 
vocal music, qualifies them in an eminent degree for giving instruction in this branch. They 
possess a cultivated taste, and a skill that cannot be expected in teachers of the ordinary 
schools. 

15. D. — From my previous remarks it will be seen that in none, even in the best of the 
ordinary female schools, is the industrial instruction of the pupils so carefully and 
skilfully attended to, and with such satisfactory results. 

15. E. — The amount of care and attention given to the religious instruction of the pupils 
is much greater than could be expected from lay teachers. 

15. F. — As to observance of Board’s rules, I could make no distinction between this and 
the ordinary female schools. 

15. G. — As regards the moral training of the pupils, it is greatly superior even to the 
best of the ordinary female schools. 

15. H. — The school accommodation, whether as regards space or suitableness, is equal 
to the most respectable of the ordinary female schools. 

15. i. — Few of the ordinary female schools are as liberally supplied with educational 
apparatus and the necessary school requisites. 

15. K. — For the reasons previously stated, this school has an influence in bringing 
the children of the poor under instruction that cannot possibly be possessed by ordinary 
schools. 



16. — Inspections 






1860. | 
2 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

2 


1863. 

2 


Incidental visits 


- 


- 






“ 


• 



17. — Generally satisfactory. 

18. — The effect of this school on education generally cannot be overestimated. Not 
content with the faithful discharge of their duties towards the children while under their 
care, these ladies carry out a regular and systematic visitation of both parents and pupils. 
This must have a most salutary effect in impressing on the minds of the poor the value of 
instruction, and in setting an example to the teachers of the neighbourhood worthy of their 
imitation, and thus inducing them to take a greater interest in the conduct and welfare of 
their pupils. 

Secondly, the watchful surveillance of these ladies does not end here. After their 
pupils have finally left school and entered the world, they carefully watch over their 
moral conduct, and keep up a constant correspondence — personally if within reach, and by 
letter if at a distance— inquiring into their circumstances, giving them as occasion offers 
the soundest and wisest advice, and often serving them most materially in procuring them 
suitable situations and employment. I attach a list of young persons who have been thus 
provided ; in this way also these ladies, I conceive, give a most salutary example to the 
teachers of our ordinary schools. 

Lastly, and above all, the industrial school, in which instruction of the most varied 
kind is given, suited to the tastes and capacities of the pupils, has been most instrumental 
in providing remunerative employment for very many who would otherwise have become 
a burden to the community as occupants of our workhouses or prisons. I attach a list of 
the descriptions of work executed, with the average weekly earnings of each pupil. 

In • conclusion, I would again repeat my observations in my report on High-street 
Convent School, “ That, in my opinion, the circumstances of the convent schools being 
connected with the Board gives a confidence to the Roman Catholic population in our 
system generally ; that the connection of the convent schools with our system is accepted 
by the Roman Catholic poor as a guarantee that the entire system is one in which they can 
place the fullest confidence.” 

(signed) Tlios. Mcllroy, District Inspector. 

7 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 
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NAMES of Young Women who passed through the House of Mercy, Canal-street, 
N ewry, and who were trained for Service, and provided with Situations. 



From 1857 to 1864. 



No. 


Names. 


Date 

of Leaving. 


Destination. 


1 


Rebecca Rolston ... 


1857 


Is married. 


2 


Rose Leary - 


„ 


In Australia. 


3 


Margaret Goodman 






4 


Matilda Russell - 






5 


Eliza Mooney - 




At service in Dundalk. 


6 


Mary M‘Alister - 


1858 


- ditto - Newry. 


7 


Catherine Magan - 


„ 


- ditto - Cork. 


8 


Mary M'Anerney - 


„ 


Is married. 


9 


Alice Crawley ... 


„ 


- ditto. 


10 


Tilly Henderson ... 


„ 


At service in Rathfriland. 


11 


Jane Marrow - 




Is married. 


12 


Hanna Roan ... 


1859 


At service in England. 


13 


Mary A. Donnelly 


„ 


Is dead. 


14 


Rose Ferran ... - 




Is married. 


15 


Mary M'Geown ... 




At service in Dublin. 


16 


Mary Watson ... 




Is married. 


17 


Mary Sheals ... 


„ 


At service in Dungannon. 


IS 


Margaret M'Givern 




- ditto - Newry. 


19 


Mary A. Sharkey ... 


I860 


At home, dressmaking. 


20 


Mary M'Geown ... 


„ 


At home ; works in the mill. 


21 


Sarah Burden ... 




In the Industrial School. 


22 


Mary A. O’Heav ... 




At home. 


23 


Eliza Burden ... 




In the Industrial School. 


24 


Susan Kelly .... 




Married. 


25 


Bridget M ‘Court - - - 






26 


Mary Kelly - - - - 


„ 


In the Industrial School. 


27 


Kate King- - - 




In service in Newry. 


28 


Margaret Troy ... 


1861 


ditto - England. 


29 


Rose Moor .... 


„ 


- ditto - Newry. 


30 


Mary A. Fitzpatrick 


„ 


- ditto - Scotland. 


31 


Bridget M'Donnell 




- ditto - Newry. 


32 


Mary C. Cane ... 




- ditto - Newry. 


33 


Mary Shannon ... 




- ditto - County Tyrone. 


34 


Mary Carr .... 


„ 


- ditto - Bandbridge. 


35 


Bridget Rice ... 


1862 


In the Industrial School. 


30 


M ary Moor .... 




Married. 


37 


Anne Rooney ... 


„ 


At home, earning by washing. 


3S 


Anne M‘Gough ... 


1863 


At service in Newry. 


39 


Rose Dunne ... - 




- ditto - Downpatrick. 


40 


Anne Rodgers ... 




- ditto - Belfast. 


41 


Anne M'Dermott ... 


.. 


- ditto - Scotland. . 


42 


Lizzy Maginnis ... 


„ 


- ditto - Warrenpoint. 


43 


Anne M'Guigan ... 




- ditto - Dungannon. 


44 


Mary M'Gowen ... 




- ditto - Dublin. 


45 


Mary Brown - - - - 


1864 


- ditto - Newry. 


40 


Margaret Hagan ... 




- ditto - Lisburn. 


47 


Eliza Trainor ... 




- ditto - Rosstrevor. 


48 


Mary 0‘Hear ... 




ditto - Warrenpoint. 


49 


Anne M‘Key ... - 




In the Industrial School. 


50 


Mary A. M‘Ateer ... 




At service in Dungannon. 


51 


Catherine M‘Cafrey 


„ 


- ditto - Warrenpoint. 


52 


Mary Adair .... 


„ 


- ditto - Newry. 


53 


Bridget Cummen ... 


” 


- ditto - ditto. 



In addition to the above named, 82 girls were sent to situations from the Industrial School, 
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can be earned at each, by Girls attending the School. 



Fancy shirts - from 
Plain ditto - <> 

Ladies under clothing „ 
Children’s ditto >, 

Muslin Work : 
Robes or frocks - from 
Collars and cuffs „ 

Trimmings, &c. - „ 

Crochet Work : 

Collars and cuffs from 
Quilts and Macassars „ 
Trimmings - » 

Binding dresses, &c. „ 



Fancy Works : 

Gold embroidery - fr< 
Limerick lace 
Point lace and opening 
Tambouring - 



Flowers : 



W ax flowers - 
Muslin ditto - 
Paper ditto - 
Feather ditto - 



Bracelets, chains, &c. 
Devices, brooches, &c. 



s. d. s. d. 
6 - to 9 - 



County Armagh, Roll No. 8220. 

Mount St. Catherine Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sacred Heart. 
Visited 2 June 1864.— Manager, Madame Gordon, Armagh. 



Total 

Number of 1 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


N umber 
of Pupils in | 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days, of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 1 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


211 

Average Age 


137 


77 


16 


13 


10 


6 


122 


6-3 


9-3 


10-3 


10 


13-2 


| 7-8 



Answers to Queries. 

1 f a \— The leaching now is sufficient. Three nuns are in constant attendance 
and a fourth gives occasional assistance, and there are four senior paid momtois foi an 

« principal, highly ^^^ejfeirfy , 
their method of teaching is pretty good, as regards the senior division of the school, but 
defective in the infant department; the organisation is quite satisfactory. . 

2 —In the senior division the progress of the pupils is pretty fair, but lathei slowei than 
in most ordinary schools. The poverty and ignorance of the parents render t he 

of home peculiarly unfavourable to the progress of the children. In the infant depart- 
ment the results are not altogether satisfactory. . , , , 

3 —The infants are treated with the greatest kindness, and no pains have been spared to 
promote their comfort and happiness. Their instruction nr vocal music and physicai 
exercises are attended to with success, but their purely literary instruction is too much 
simultaneous and mechanical, and the progress of the pupils very s ow. 

4 Thirty-eight per cent, have attained a fair degree of education. 

5. — Vocal music is taught with fair success ; there is no other extra branch taught. 

6. Very satisfactory ; plain sewing is more successfully taught m this school than in any 

other^i co ^ s ^ er ^ resu itsof moral training satisfactory; habits of order, cleanliness and 
obedience are successfully inculcated, and the children are respectful to their teachers and 

k”g. — The time devoted to religious instruction is from 9| to 10J o’clock, and from 12| to 
12-35, and from 2 \ to 3 o’clock. The ^specified arrangements are adhered to, and tins 
subiect appears to receive careful attention. . , ■, • i_ 

9. (a ). — The monitors at present in office have been recently appointed, and tan^y 
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qualified. Those whose period of service expired at the end of last year were very well 

T&V The late monitors were fairly efficient as junior instructors, ! should say fully 

equal to the average of the monitors of my district ; those at present in office have had 
little experience yet, but are likely to turn out well. 

q 'pjie monitors have from 9 to 10| o’clock, and from 12 to 12i for study, and 

they receive special instruction from 3 to 4 o’clock. _ 

q —Their answering at the annual examinations was generally satisfactory, and 
the ' specimens of their needlework, which they exhibited on these occasions, highly 
creditable. 

10. — The Board’s rules are fairly observed. , . . . . 

11. ( a ). There is accommodation for 360 pupils, which is more than double the amount 

required for the numbers in attendance. . . . . . 

11 (ft) _ The school-house is built in a healthy situation ; there are three large school- 
rooms with lofty ceilings, each room is lighted by six large windows, which admit of being 
opened for ventilation, and the out offices are suitable and in good order. 

12. — The maps and apparatus were granted as free stock by the Board ; the school is 
generally well supplied with school requisites for sale, and sold to the pupils. 

6 i3, Above 60 per cent, of the pupils on the rolls belongs to the more destitute classes, 

few of these would probably attend any other school. They are induced to attend this 
school by gifts of clothing, and a little food in winter to those really in want. 

14 —The existence of this school has not materially affected the operation of any lay 
school around it. A few of the pupils in the senior division fluctuate between this and 
Armagh Female National School. The teacher of the latter school has sometimes com- 
plained that the nuns, by sending little presents to such pupils, had occasionally induced 
them to return to’ the convent school. . ,. 

15. a.— I n literary instruction the progress of the pupils is slower than in the orctmary 
girls’* schools of the district; but this arises, in some measure, from the social position of 
the children who attend the convent school. They are the children of very poor, ignorant 
parents, and are totally neglected at home. , . 

15 , b— T he care and management of the infant pupils are marked by great kindness 
and consideration, equalled in few schools, and surpassed in none in my district ; but their 
intellectual training is inferior to that in ordinary infant schools. 

15. c.— Vocal music is as well taught as in most ordinary female schools ; there are no 
other extra branches taught. , , . 

15. p.— The various sorts of plain and fancy needlework and knitting are more suc- 
cessfully taught in this than in any other national school in my district, and particular 
attention is paid to that kind of work which is most required in the homes of the poor. 
This is too seldom the case in other schools. . 

15. e.— M oral training appears to be as effective in this as m any other school ; the 
■ children are obedient, orderly, respectful, and clean, notwithstanding the counteracting 
influences outside the school, which are all unfavourable to the formation of these habits. 

15 . b. More time is devoted to religious instruction in this school than in any other 

in my district, and I have no doubt the teachers discharge this part of their duty consci- 
entiously and effectively. • V 

15. g.— I consider that the Board’s rules are as fairly observed m this as in ordinary 
national schools. . , . . , 

15. H —The accommodation is more in excess of what is required by the actual attend- 
ance than in any other school in my district; and in ventilation, heating, &c., it is equal 
to those most favourably situated in these respects. . . . 

15. i. — The supply of educational apparatus is inferior to that m many other female 
schools in the district. In the infant department especially, the supply is deficient. 

15. k.— F ew ordinary schools have succeeded, so well in drawing the children of the 
poorest class under instruction. The really destitute are attracted, I have no doubt, by 
the clothing, and occasional food which the ladies of the convent kindly bestow. 

1863. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1860. 

2 



1862. 

3 



17. — Generally favourable, except with reference to the method of teaching first class 

(.infant department). . , . 

18. — The operation of this school has tended to bring under the influence of education 
a large number of the poorest class of children, most of whom would never have attended 
any other school, or received any education, but that which is acquired by the idle and 
uncared-for on the public streets. I cannot say that it has had any marked effect on the 
quality of education in this district ; owing to its recent connection with the Board, it 
has not had time to effect much in raising up agents to carry on the work of national 
education, but during the last year three paid monitors trained in it have become teachers, 
and another monitor is qualified to take charge of a school. All these are likely to be 
good teachers. 

(signed) Samuel Brown, ll.d., 

3 June 1864. District Inspector 

(Presbyterian). 
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County Carlow, Roll No. 1926. 
Bagnalstown Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 9 and 10 June, 1864. — Manager, Mrs. M. T. Conroy, Bagnalstown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


N umber 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 1 


Second Class.; 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


297 

Average Age 


ISO 


96 


46 


31 


12 


11 


196 


5-5 


9-5 


11-6 


11-8 


14-1 


82 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is adequate. 

1. (b). — The acquirements of the teachers are good; their method of teaching pains- 
taking and effective ; the school is conducted on the bipartite system of organisation. 

2. The instruction is efficient ; the several classes have attained to a very fair' degree 
of proficiency. 

3. The infant department is satisfactorily conducted, both in point of management and 
of care. The pupils sing and perform the usual exercises with great spirit and effect ; 
and, as a whole, manifest careful instruction. 

4. Of those pupils that have finally given up attendance at school, 41 ‘2 per cent, 
attained to third or higher classes. 

5. — The pupils sing many pieces in part with great taste, and evidence very careful and 
superior training. 

6. — Plain sewing, embroidery, and knitting are taught at present, and with satisfactory 
results. 

A great many of the former pupils are now earning a support by the industrial work 
learned in this school. 

7. — The habits of order and cleanliness which exist are satisfactory. The pupils are 
also candid and truthful, and are modest and respectful in manner. 

8. — The arrangements, which are strictly observed, for religious instruction, are from 
11T5 to 12T5 o’clock, and from 2-40 to 3 o’clock on each of the first five school-days. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitors are pretty fair. 

9. (b). — They are fairly efficient. 

9. (c). — They receive daily instruction from 9*15 to 10 o’clock, from 12T5 to 12 - 45 
o’clock, and from 2'0 to 2 - 40 o’clock. 

9. (rZ). — One was dismissed for unsatisfactory answering ; one brought a premium to the 
teachers ; the remaining two are only in their first year’s service. 

10. — The Board’s rules are strictly observed. 

11. (a). — There is accommodation for 260 pupils. 

11. (b ). — The light and ventilation of the school-rooms are good, and the out-offices in 
good order. 

11. (c). — The expense of building and furnishing the school-house and offices was 360 l. 

12. The supply of maps, charts, and the usual school requisites is sufficient; of other 
apparatus fair. The expense of apparatus purchased by the Community was 7 l., and 
the annual average expense of school requisites is 6 l. 

13. — Scarcely any but the children of the more destitute attend the National school. 
Some of the most destitute get breakfast at the Convent, and, but for this, could not 
possibly attend any school. 

The religious character of the teachers and their voluntary labours excite the confidence' 
and gratitude of the poor. Hence the attendance of such numbers of the children of the 
more destitute. 

14. — A few of the pupils present on the days of my visits, had previously attended 
other National schools in the neighbourhood ; and they informed me that their attendance 
at this school was in obedience to the wishes of their parents. The lay female school which 
is nearest to this, is efficiently conducted. 

15. A. — The course of instruction in this school includes the Fourth Book of Lessons ; 
in a few of the ordinary schools there is a wider course of instruction, and the proficiency 
attained somewhat higher. 

15. B. — There is no infant school in the district; the care, &c. taken of the infant 
pupils in this school is satisfactory. 

15. c.— The 
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c -phe & tyl e of singing, both in parts and in unison, is much superior to that in the 

ordinary girls’ schools ; the lady who conducts this department is highly qualified. 

15 ‘ £ j^rphe attention given to industrial instruction in the ordinary schools is, unfortu- 
nately as a rule, very superficial ; due attention is given to it in this school. 

15 e ,__T he moral training is superior to that m the ordinary schools. 

jg' F ‘ The -t; me devoted to religious instruction is somewhat longer than in the 

ordinary lay schools ; the most careful attention is given to this important subject. 

15 £ The Board’s rules are as strictly observed as in any of our schools ; in no school 

have I ever found greater attention given to the suggestions left by an inspector. 

Hi The chief points in which this school excels most of the girls’ schools in the 

district, are the superior order and arrangement which exist. _ 

15< I# The supply of apparatus is somewhat less than that m a few ot the girls 

SC ^ 5 ° £ The kind, unwearying, and unbought attention which the nuns give to the 

wants of the poor children confided to their care, joined to the confidence placed in them 
by the bulk of the people, causes this school to possess an attractive influence much greater 
than those conducted by lay teachers. ^ ^ ^ 

16. — Inspections « 2 ^ ® 

Incidental Visits - I - I “I “I “ 

17. — Favourable. „ , , . .. 

18. — This convent school has been in existence for 25 years, and has been the means of 
considerably advancing the education of the district. Large numbers attend the school, 
who, from their extreme poverty, would be unable to attend any other school ; and for the 
welfare and advancement of those the good nuns work with a love, a zeal, and a disinte- 
restedness, which are really surprising. Several have been rescued from a life of poverty, 
and enabled to advance themselves in the social scale, owing to the literary or the industrial 
instruction received in this school. The conductors use their influence to obtain suitable 
situations or employment for such of their pupils as attain to a respectable degree of 
proficiency ; this tends to keep girls of industry and talent longer at school. On this 
point the following brief summary showing the destination of a few of the former pupils 
may not be uninteresting Three are governesses in France, one in Germany, four m 
America, five in Australia ; others fill the same position in Ireland; fifty- seven earn then- 
support by industrial work learned at the school, such as dress and shirt-making, lace 
work, &c., and an immense number is in most respectable service obtained for them by 

^The'school; considered as a National one, has largely extended national education among 
the poor, but more particularly that section of the poor which ordinary schools cannot, _ or, 
at least, usually do not reach, the very section which stands in greatest need of education, 
more especially education of a moral and religious character. Besides, its connexion with 
the Board serves to give confidence in the system of national education. The great 
body of the people feel that if any danger to faith or morals were likely to arise from an 
observance of the Board’s rules, those highly intelligent ladies would not for any considera- 
tion, much less for the sake of the trifling sum received from the public funds, sacrifice one 
principle or practice which they considered essential to the maintenance or advance- 
ment of religion or morality. 

(signed) Jfm. Healy, Sub-Inspector 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Carlow, Roll No. 656. 
Carlow Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 9 and 10 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Whyte, Carlow. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average . 
Attendance 
for 

the year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


728 


292 


154 


80 


102 


11 


24 


371 


Average Age - 


6-2 J 


9 


10-7 


12-4 


15 


- 
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Answer to Queries. 

1. (a). — More than sufficient. 

1. (b). — Acquirements not tested by examination, the nuns being exempt from it; they 
all got a superior, some of them the very highest education. Most of them know French, 
music, and drawing ; some know, besides these, Italian, and some German. Their method 
of teaching is excellent. I never saw better teaching than they exhibit. The lady that 
is over the infants’ school teaches admirably ; she sings elegantly for and with them, and 
they are promptly obedient to every signal and order given to them ; their organizing skill 
is excellent. No school could be superior to this in discipline. At the close of the 
business on the 9th June I saw the whole school (373 pupils) moving to and from the 
several places pointed out to them ; they were all singing, led by one of the nuns. The 
singing was admirable, and they obeyed the lady’s signals with an exactness and prompti- 
tude that could not be surpassed. 

2. — Very satisfactory. 

3. — Most superior. The great order and regularity of the infant pupils in all their 
movements, the readiness and cheerfulness with which they obey a signal, or strive to 
answer questions, or give explanations on subjects previously taught, and their superior 
singing, prove the care, zeal, and skill that have been employed in their instruction. 

4. — Since January 1860 there were struck off the register 89 pupils, 14 years of age and 
upwards; 39 of these, or 43 '8 per cent, were learning Third or Fourth Book, parsing, 
writing, and proportion ; 50 of them, or 56 - 2 per cent, had not progressed further than 
Sequel Book, and the simple or (some of them) the compound rules ; but invariably these 
were irregular in attendance, and had not remained a sufficiently long period at school ; 
and, of course, such could not be proficient in any school. Five of the 89 had reached 
Fifth Book, and could parse and do proportion and practice, and write correctly from dicta- 
tion. Three of the five are governesses, and one teaches a school in Australia ; four of 
the 89 are employed in respectable positions in shops, and six are bound apprentices to 
dressmakers. 

5. — Music is excellently taught in the infants’ school, and throughout the establishment. 
A great number sing remarkably well. No other extra branch is taught. 

6. - — Satisfactory. All the pupils (some very young ones in infant school excepted) are 
taught to sew, knit, darn, and make plain clothes ; they are . progressing well, and some 
are very good at such works ; the nuns do not urge them to higher, their object being to 
make them useful in their homes, and at the same time to give them an opportunity to 
acquire such knowledge as would enable them to impi’ove their condition in life. 

7. — Judging by their bearing in the school, by their modest demeanour in the streets, 
or on the road, going to or from school, and knowing the great trouble that is taken to 
impress them with religious and moral principles, and the necessity of leading an indus- 
trious life, I am persuaded the results must be highly satisfactory ; but it is only those 
who know them in their homes, or who live in their neighbourhood, tliat can form a correct 
opinion as to their habits and manners. 

8. — Religious instruction is given from 11.15 to 12.5 o’clock, and from 2.45 to 3 o’clock 
every day, as notified on the time table hung up in the school. This arrangement is 
strictly adhered to. The instruction is given regularly and efficiently every day. No 
religious instruction is given on Saturday ; the children do not attend. 

9. (a). — Satisfactory. 

9. (5). — Good : some remarkably good. 

9. (c). They receive special instruction for an hour every day, and are also instructed 
with their, class ; they are exercised daily in teaching some classes under the direction, and 
according to the instructions of the nuns. 

9. {cl). — Satisfactory. Gratuities were awarded for the good answering of most of 
them. 

10. — They are most faithfully observed by them. 

11. (a ). — Sufficient to accommodate 370 children, allowing six square feet for each 
child. The nuns are about to erect another schoolroom on the same premises in a nice 
situation. The work is begun ; they purpose expending 150 l. to provide additional ac- 
commodation. 

11. (by — There is quite enough of light, and the windows are placed very judiciously, 
and furnished with every appliance necessary for ventilation purposes. The nuns them- 
selves do not like the ventilation in the infants’ school-room. There are high buildings at 
each side of it, which obstruct the air, especially when the weather is calm and hot ; the 
other rooms are well ventilated ; except the fault stated, the healthiness of the school- 
rooms could not be objected to, and their convenience is undeniable. The out-offices are 
good. 

11. (c ). — £. 435 ; and it costs about 12 l per annum to keep the house and furniture in 
repair, painted, and clean. 

12. — There is a fine supply of maps, purchased by the nuns from the Board at reduced 
prices. The Board granted nearly 5 l. worth of apparatus when the school was organized. 
There are no charts. There is a good supply of tablet lessons. The nuns from time to 
time have expended on maps and other requisites 149 l. 14 s. lid. They supply books, 
slates, &c., to any poor children known to be unable to buy them at the reduced prices ; 
they also supply such children with sewing materials gratuitously. 

13. — Very 
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13. Very considerable. Anyone who knows how kind and tender these nnns are 

to the poor and afflicted, how gentle and attentive to children, helping to feed and clothe 
those of the destitute ; anyone who knows how the poor venerate them for the purity of 
their lives, their practical benevolence, their solicitude for the welfare of the poor, tem- 
poral and spiritual, will have no difficulty in being convinced of this. _ There are a few poor 
in Carlow who do not avail themselves of the great advantages of this nunnery school, and 
those are known to be vicious themselves, and careless about the bodies or souls of their 



unhappy children. 

14. There is no lay female school for elementary education within less than five 

miles of this. Ballenabranna Female National School five miles, Tennensland Female 
National School five miles, Killeshen (for boys and girls) three miles, conducted by a 
female teacher, and Oastledermott Female National School five or sis miles distant, are the 
only schools within a circuit of from five to six miles of this school ; and there is no record 
of any female schools ever having been within that circuit. This school has attracted 
some children from the schools I have enumerated ; but this occurred without any solicita- 
tion or influence being practised for or by the nuns ; on the contrary, they have frequently 
dissuaded children from coming such great distances, as they had not school accommoda- 
tion for more than those pupils they had already under their care; and even the bishop. 
Right Rev. Dr. Walsh, prohibited them from receiving any more pupils than they could 
well accommodate without danger to their health and the health of the children. They 
have not accommodation enough for all the children, within what might be called the 
natural region of their school ; and for this reason they have endeavoured to provide funds 
for the erection of another new school-room, as I mentioned before. 



It is a curious fact, but a fact nevertheless, that the managers of those schools who are 
parish priests would resist any influence beyond that of the attractive character of nunnery 
schools that might be brought into action against their schools ; and for many reasons, but 
chiefly for this, that every clergyman is anxious that all the members of his flock should 
be educated, should at least receive their elementary education under his own control ; 
and any influence that should unduly interfere with, or be calculated to break up the in- 
strument, the school, through which he wishes to exercise that control, must be displeasing 
and injurious to him. 

There can be no doubt, then, that this school owes its position, its attendance, and 
success solely to the attractive character of the nuns, to the high opinion entertained of 
them by the public, without any exception, and to the superior, moral, religious, and lite- 
rary education, for communicating which it is deservedly distinguished. 

15. A- — Superior to all. 

15. B.~ Superior to all, and naturally and necessarily so, if for no other reason, on the 
mere principle of the division of labour. The nuns have a separate school-room for infant 
pupils, supplied with apparatus suited to them, and furnished with a gallery. Then, one 
of the nuns, pre-eminently qualified by talent and experience, devotes her attention to this 
peculiar and difficult department ; watching and directing every movement of the children, 
so that they obey every nod and every look she gives. No teacher of any ordinary female 
school can do this, for she must mind every class and every subject, and so never can mind 



the youngest sufficiently. 

15. C. — Quite superior in music; no other extra branches taught. 

15. D.— Quite superior to all, except six. 

15. E. — Superior to all. This is only what might be expected, from the fact that it is a 
special object of attention with nuns, and also, because from their secluded life, free from 
the struggles and contentions of the world, they have more influence over their pupils 
than ordinary teachers can have ; their superior education also enables ’ them to know, 
better than those, the proper occasions for advice, reproof, or punishment, and the proper 
limits of each, according to the temper and disposition of girls. 

15. f. — S uperior to all. The nuns lecture, and explain principles in a manner well 
suited to the age and capacity of their pupils. They prepare for this by the careful study 
of books on religious subjects, for which ordinary teachers have neither time nor oppor- 
tunity, even if they should have the inclination. 

15. G. — All equal in this respect, for all observe them faithfully. 

15. II. — Superior to the majority, and equal to any. 

15. i. — Superior to all. 

15. K. — Superior to all. No one would doubt this who could have an opportunity of 
knowing the high esteem and veneration the poor have for these nuns, whom the poor 
have access to, and from whom they receive the deepest sympathy, and all the assistance 
within their power, in distress, trouble, or affliction. This effect is also attributable to the 
circumstances stated in answer to Queries E. and F. 



1 6 . — Inspections 






1860. 

3 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

2 


1863. 

3 


Incidental Visits 


- 


• 


- 


- 


- 


- 



17. — All very favourable ; generally very laudatory. 

18. — This school was one of the first that were connected with the Board in 1832 ; since 
then, it has fully kept pace with every improvement introduced by the Board ; it has 
been most successful as a seminary for the preparation and training of young women for 

405. b 4 the 
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the departments in which they may have a chance or opportunity of earning their bread, 
such as National schools, shops, governesses, and nunneries. 

It has thus fulfilled in the fullest and completest sense all the purposes, objects, and 
results which the most sauguine votary could expect from a National school. 

To complete the answer to Query 4, page 1, I beg to append a list of persons educated 
in this school since 1832, with the situations which they first obtained on leaving it, and 
the places where they were first employed. I got it copied by a junior monitress from the 
records which are kept in the school. 

(signed) Michael Coyle, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



NAMES of Girls Educated in the Carlow Presentation Convent School, and sent as 
Teachers to other Schools. 



Pupils’ Names. 


Schools 
Appointed to. 


Pupils’ Names. 


Schools 
Appointed to. 


Bridget M'Donald - 


Enniscorthy. 
Queen’s Countv. 


Bridget Doglierty - 


Baltinglas. 


Eliza Whittaker - 


Anne Fenelon 


Robertstown. 


Catherine Donohoe 


Ditto. 


Eliza Fenelon 


Castletown. 


Mary Berry - 


Rathvilly. 


Margaret Farrell - 


Arles. 


Ellen Young 


County Meath. 


Mary Murphy 


Graignenamana. 


Mary Delany 


Rathvilly. 


Mary Cahill ... 


Balliekmoyler. 


Eliza Byrne - 


Monasterevan. 


Margaret Kelly 


Kildangan. 


Judith Thornton - 


N aas. 


Mary M ‘Darby 


Ballylinan. 


Mary Lally - 


Leighlin. 


Anne Page - 


Moone. 


Marv Kealy - 


Emo. 


Ellen Houghney - 


Rushes. 


Judith Farrell 


Portarlington. 


Bridget Dunne 


Timahoe. 


Mary Hughes 


Ditto. 


Eliza Whelan 


Castledermot. 


Mary Carroll 


Ditto. 


Teresa Malone 





Bessy Galway 


Stradbally. 


Marianne Wright - 


Timahoe. 


Margaret Doyle 


County Galway. 


Margaret Maj-e 


Moone. 


Anne Walsh ... 


Castledermot. 


Bridget Shortal 




Mary Connors 


Halverstown. 


Marianne Connor - 




Mary Murphy 


Gra ig-nen am an a. 


Mary Byrne - 


Kildare. 


Honoria Kirwan 


Tinriland. 


Mary Hughes 




Catherine Lally 


North of Ireland. 


Sally Ryan - 


Castledermot. 


Anne Hayden 


Ditto. 


Anne Goss - 




Margaret Watson - 


Ditto. 


Anne Hayden 




Ellen O’Brien 


Ditto. 


Marv Phelan 




Marianne Kodgers - 


Ditto. 


Eliza Garvey 




Margaret Hughes - 


Portarlington. 


Catherine Fenelon - 




Margaret Gorman - 


County Kildare. 


Catherine Murphy 


Carlow. 


Bridget Cahill 


Newbridge. 


Marv A. Lubreman 


Kilrush. 


Eliza Kirwan 


Tyrrellstown. 


Anne Hughes 




Mary Murphy 


Ratlioe. 


Anne Whelan 


Carlow. 


Mary Brennan 


Clonmore. 


Bessys Dooley 


Kildare. 


Mary Connor 


Graigne. 


Mary A. Coulson - 


Carlow. 


Bessy' Dunno 


Killarney. 


Margaret Deer 


Ditto. 


Ellen Redmond 


Queen’s County. 


Anne Deer ... 


Ditto. 


Mary Hayden 


Ditto. 


Mary Kinsolla 


Ditto. 


Rose Maher - 


Ballyadams. 


Biddy Tynan 




Clare Bambrick 


Hull, Yorkshire. 
England. 


Mary Flanagan 




Anne Cosgrave 


Marv White - 




Mary Shortal 


Ditto. 


Mary Flanagan 


National School. 


Honoria Kirwan 


Newtown. 


Eliza Neill - 




Lucy M'Cabe 


Hackelslown. 


Anne Fenelon 




Maria Kirwan 


'Tyrrellstown. 


Lucy Bambrick 




Margaret Coulson ■■ 


Newtown. 


Ellen Kelly - 




Sarah Brennan 
Jane Brennan 


Castledermot. 

Arles. 


Margaret Fennell - 


j Dunlavin. 



Teresa Brien - 
Mary M'Donald - 
Margaret Keane 



Governesses. 



I County Kildare. 
Ditto. 

Queen’s County. 



Margaret Gorman 
Lizzie Joyce - 
Mary A. Byrne 



County Kildare. 
Ditto. 

Portarlington. 
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Pupils’ Names. 


Entered Convents in 


Margaret Brien - • 


America, Sister of Mercy. 


Catherine Kelly ... 


Baggot-street, ditto. 


Julia Farrell - 


Naas, Sister of Mercy, Lay Sister. 


Margaret Dunne ... 


Tullamore. 


A. M. Furlong - 


America, Sister of Mercy. 


Ellen Slevin - 


Chicago - ditto. 


Bridget Kavanagh - 


America - ditto. 


Margaret Donohoe - 


Scotland - ditto. 


, Charlotte Maher - 


Kinsale - ditto. 


Eliza Donohoe 


England - ditto. 


Mary Smyth - 


America - ditto. 


Jane Kennedy- - - - 


Loretto. 


M. A. Byrne - 


Loretto, Sister of Mercy. 


Eliza Feille - - - 


France. 


Anne Neille - 


France. 


Anne Cosgrave - 


Normandy. 


Teresa Connolly - 


England, Sister of Charity. 


Margaret Myron - 


America, Sister of Mercy. 


Mary Gorman - 


England, Sister of Charity. 


Mary A. Hoey - 


England - ditto. 


Kate Keegan - 


England - ditto. 


Eliza Byrne - 


Dublin, Sister of Good Help. 


Mary Coughlan - 


England, Sister of Charity. 


Fanny Callan - - - - 


Bagnalstown, Presentation Order, Lay Sister 


Alicia Murphy ... 


Clondalkin - - ditto. 


Jane Alemirty - - - 


France, Repartrin of Mary, 


Bridget Lally - 


Carlow, Presentation Order, Lav Sister. 


Ellen Brien - 


Westport, Sister of Mercy. 



County Carlow, Roll No. 681. 



Tdllow Monastic National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Brothers of St. Patrick. 



Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. D. Kane, Tullow. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863/ 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


331 


145 


85 


60 


18 


13 


8 


184 


Average Age 




7-3 


9-6 


98 


11-4 


14-2 


9-4 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is inadequate, there being only two teachers and 
four monitors for an average attendance of 145 pupils. 

1. (5). — The acquirements of the teachers seem to be very fair ; their method of teach- 
ing is painstaking and effective, and their organising skill good. The school was organised 
by one of the Board officers, and the teachers continue to act on the system, of organisa- 
tion laid down for their guidance. 

_ 2. — The course of instruction includes the 4th Book of Lessons ; the proficiency of the 
different classes is, as a whole, very fair ; in some cases very satisfactory ; and manifests 
careful and efficient instruction on the part of the teachers. 

3. — The school is divided into a junior and senior department. The infant pupils form 
but a portion of the junior department in which, irrespective of age, all boys are included 
not able to read the 2d Book of Lessons fairly. This commingling of pupils of such 
diversity of age, prew the adoption of the system of management usually met with in 
purely infant schools. A c care taken of the infants is truly parental, and their instruc- 
tion is assiduously attended to, and with satisfactory results. 

405. C 4.— Of 
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4. — Of those that have finally given up attendance at school, 42 - 8 per cent, attained to 
the third and higher class lesson books. 

5. — Vocal music has been but lately introduced, and that in the junior department of 
the school ; the pupils have made very fair progress. Drawing is not taught. Four boys 
are learning mensuration, and one geometry ; none of these have as yet advanced beyond 
the elements of those branches. 

6. — No industrial instruction is given. 

7. — The pupils are carefully trained to habits of truthfulness, order, and cleanliness ; 
their manners are civil and respectful. 

8. — The arrangements, which are strictly observed, for religious instruction are, in the 
senior department of the school, from 12 to 12-5 o’clock, and from 2 -30 to 3 o’clock on each 
of the first five school days, and from 10 to 12 o’clock on Saturday. In the junior depart- 
ment, religious instruction is imparted from 2 to 3 o’clock on each of the first five school 
days ; in other respects the arrangements are the same as in the senior department. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitors are fair. 

9, (£). — They are attentive to duty,. and fairly efficient instructors. 

9. ( c ), — They receive instruction for 1 \ hours daily during school hours, and prepare 
at home the subjects marked out for them by the teacher of the senior department of the 
school. ■. ....... 

9. (dy — One of the monitors was admonished for deficiency in lesson, books, geography, 
and arithmetic ; the others are only in their first year’s course of training, and have not 
stood the test of an annual examination. 

10. — The Board’s rules are strictly. observed. 

1 1 . (a). — There is accommodation in the school and class-rooms for 400 pupils. 

11, (fry — Tin? lig ht, and means of ventilation are good ; the out- offices are in good 
repair, and well kept. • 

11. (c).— The expense of building and furnishirig the school-house and offices was 
about 400 /. 

12. — The supply of maps, &c. & c. is ample the cost of the maps and school apparatus 
was 10 l. 15 s. ; and that of the ordinary school requisites was 87. on an average for each 
of the past three years. 

13. — The conductors look on it as one of their most important duties to seek after the 
children of the more, destitute, and invite their attendance ; hence it is that so large a 
proportion of the pupils belongs to the humblest classes. 

14. — The male schools around are conducted with but tolerable efficiency ; in other 
respects the general state of those schools is very fair. The existence of this school does 
not interfere with the attendance at the surrounding ones ; each school circle appears 
well defined, and there seems no desire on the part of the teachers of this school, or of the 
others, to use any undue influence for the purpose of securing a larger attendance. I 
know, however, that some of the neighbouring teachers are made more active than they 
otherwise would be through the dread of some of their pupils being withdrawn and sent 
to this school. 

15. A. — The efficiency of the course of instruction is on a par with that existing in the 
best of the ordinary schools ; the rate of progress is superior to most schools in the dis- 
trict, i. e., the promotions of pupils from class to class for the past year, amounted to 121, 
or 83'4 per cent, of the daily average attendance; in only four other schools was so high 
a per-centage of promotions attained. 

15. B . — The care and unceasing labours of the teacher of the infant and junior depart- 
ment of the school exceed anything I have ever seen, and the result of his instructions 
is very satisfactory. 

15, c. — Vocal music has been introduced but recently ; the progress is fair. Drawing 
is not taught. The. few boys that are learning mensuration have not as yet advanced 
beyond the earlier problems. 

15. D. — No- industrial instruction is given. 

15 , e. — M oral training is carefully attended to, and that it has always received due 
attention is evidenced by the moral and orderly state of the town. 

15. j>. — The time devoted to religious instruction is of .about equal duration to that, in 
the ordinary schools ; the teachers, so far as I can judge, seem to be most exact that no 
duty shall interfere to prevent their giving due attention to this important subject. 

15. G . — The Board’s rules are strictly observed. 

15. H. — The accommodation is ample ; the order, neatness, and cleanliness of the 
school-rooms and premises considerably exceed what are usually met with in male 
schools. 

15. I.— The supply of apparatus is abundant, much beyond that of the majority of the 
schools. 

15. K. — The great interest which the conductors show for the well-being and advance-’ 
ment of the humbler classes, combined with the gratuitous labours of the teachers, gives 
an attractive influence to this school, greater than what usually belongs to ordinary 



schools. 

16. — Inspections 
. Incidental visits 









1860. 1 


1861. 


1862. 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


- 


- 


- 




- 


3 



1863. 

3 

2 



17. — Generally favourable. 

18.— The 
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lg qq ie ex i s tence of this school, must have tended very considerably to increase and 

extend the education of the district. The fact of its having heed established as a poor 
school so far back as 1808, by the Catholic Bishop of the diocese, in which the greater 
part of the district is situated, was highly calculated to direct attention to the importance 
of educating the masses ; and as the great majority of the people are Roman Catholics, 
the example set by the Bishop must in consequence have had the greater weight. In 
1832 the school was taken into connection with the National Board ; but unfortunately 
no record, till of late, has been kept of the destination of the pupils that have passed 
through the school ; hence I am unable to give much specific information on how far its 
operation has conduced to the supply of teachers, &c. I have been only able to ascertain 
the names of four persons that have passed through the national school, who have made 
teaching a profession. It is proper to remark, that there is a day and boarding school 
attached to the monastery, to which all those go who are able to pay school fees ; none 
attend the national school, except .the children of the humblest classes, on whose part 
lengthened attendance at school is impossible. It is gratifying however to learn that 
many have been enabled to rise to position, owing to the education received at this 

The early connection of this school with the National Board must have had a very de- 
cided influence in establishing confidence in the national system; so early as 1840 two- 
thirds of the schools at present in the district had been taken into connection by the 

The long and steady attention paid to the education of the poor of this town has been pro- 
ductive of much good ; and to the operation of this national school may be fairly attributed the 
principal share of credit, not alone for the education of the masses, but also for the highly 
creditable moral state of the people, and for the thrifty, industrious habits that prevail. 
Besides, there is a complete absence of all rancorous feelings between those of different 
religious denominations, which is an evidence that the school has been conducted not only 
to the letter, but in the spirit of the national system of education. 



(signed) 



William Healy, Sub-Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic). 



County Carlow, Roll No. 682. 
Tullow Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — St. Bridget’s Institute. 



Visited 31 May and 1, 2 & 3 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. D. Kane, Tullow. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 

> 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, i 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes 


Total. 


300 

Average Age 


136 


61 


42 


■ 

! 48 1 

| 


23 


7 


181 


6-7 


10-1 


j 10-8 


12-5 


15 


9'2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is fairly adequate. 

1. (5). — The acquirements of the teachers are good ; of some, most superior ; the 
method of teaching of a few, highly animative and effective, and of the others very 
fair ; the school organisation is satisfactory. 

2. — The proficiency of those pupils that give fair attendance is satisfactory, and evidences 
efficient instruction. 

3. — The management and care of the infant pupils are satisfactory ; the instruction fair. 
At certain seasons of the year, when there is a large influx of pupils, the teaching power is 
rather inadequate, which mars the efficiency of the general instruction. The pupils who 
give fair attendance evince. careful instruction. 

4. — Of the pupils who have ceased attendance at school, 41 - 6 per cent, reached the third 
and higher class ksson books. 

405. c 2 A — Music 
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5. — Music is admirably taught; the pupils sing some pieces in parts with much taste and 
sweetness. One of the girls taught here has recently got a certificate of competency for 
teaching vocal music from one of the Board’s officers. 

6. — Plain sewing is the only kind of industrial work in use at present ;• several of the 
girls can work very neatly. Many of the former pupils are now supporting themselves by 
different classes of industrial work learned at the school. 

7. — The pupils are clean in person, their demeanour orderly and becoming, and their 
manners respectful and agreeable. From inquiries made by me, I find that the general 
moral condition of the female population of this town and neighbourhood would bear 
favourable comparison with any town in the kingdom: 

8. — The arrangements for religious instruction are from 1T45 to 12 o’clock, and from 
2 to 3 o’clock on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday ; and from 9 to 12 o’clock on 
Saturday. On Tuesday, religious instruction is imparted from 9 to 12 o’clock, and from 
2 to 3 o’clock; those arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitors are fair. 

9. (/>). — Their efficiency is fair. 

9. (c). — They receive an hour’s special instruction each morning of the first five school 
days, and three hours on Saturday. They also receive an hour’s instruction during school 
hours. 

9. ( d ). — Premiums were awarded for two of them ; the third has not been a year in the 
Board’s service. 

10. The Board’s rules are strictly observed. 

11. (a). — There is accommodation for 300 pupils. 

11. (/»). — The school-rooms are in excellent order; they are lofty, well lighted and 
ventilated ; the out-offices are in - good repair and well kept. 

11. (c).— The school-rooms occupy the basement story of a building which cost the 
ladies of the institute 1,100/. The upper story is used by the young ladies of the boarding 
school. 

12. — The supply under this head is abundant The maps and apparatus purchased by 
the community cost upwards of 12/.; in addition, the Board made a grant of apparatus 
amounting to 4/. Sale stock was lately purchased to the amount of 7/. 2 s. 6d. 

13. — The attendance is altogether composed of the children of the more destitute, all 
able to pay school fees, go to the day-school of the convent. The nuns look after the 
wants of the poor, and show an interest for their welfare much beyond what lay teachers 
do, hence their influence in securing the confidence of the people and the attendance of their 
children. 

14. — There is no evidence, so far as I can judge, of this school’s having effected, to any 
extent worthy of notice, the operation of the surrounding female schools. The course of 
instruction and proficiency of the pupils, at two of those schools, are rather low, in the others 
fair. The operation of this school has scarcely at all affected the attendance at the neigh- 
bouring girls’ school. There is no interference with the pupils as to what school they may 
select. 

15. A. — In three of those schools the general course of instruction is wider, and the pro- 
ficiency allowed higher, than in this school. 

15. n. — There is no infant department in any of the ordinary schools of the district. The 
care and management of the infants in this school are satisfactory ; their instruction fair. 

15. c. — Music is taught with an efficiency of which there is no parallel in the district. It 
is conducted by the same lady who, in the boarding school of the convent, teaches music to 
the daughters of the surrounding gentry of every denomination. 

15. d. — G reater attention is given to industrial instruction than in any of the ordinary 
schools. 

15. e. — T he moral training is superior to that of the ordinary schools in the district. 

15. f. — T he time devoted to religious instruction is of somewhat longer duration than in 
the ordinary girls’ schools. Strict attention seems to be given to this important subject. 

15. g. — I n no school of the district are the Board’s rules more strictly observed. The 
teachers are most attentive in carrying out ’any suggestions which may be left by an 
inspector. 

15. h. — T he accommodation, light, and ventilation of this, as well of the female schools 
in general, are good ; but this school surpasses the others, with one exception, in cleanliness, 
order, and general arrangement. 

15. i. — The supply of educational apparatus considerably exceeds that of any of the other 
schools. 

15. k. — T he attractive influence is superior. The voluntary, unselfish exertions of the 
teachers give them an influence with which the labours of paid teachers cannot compete. 

1 1860. 1 1861. 1 1862. 1 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 2 2 2 3 

Incidental visits - | — I — l — | 4 

17. — Favourable as a whole. 

18. — This convent school has existed since 1807, and was taken into connection by the 
Board in the year 1832. In addition to the national school, the ladies of the institute keep 
a day and a boarding school, to one or other of which all children go who are able to pay 
school fees, &a. These schools have thus been the medium of imparting education, not 
alone to the great majority of the female population of the town and neighbourhood, but 

also 
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also to a o-reat number of ladies from other parts of the kingdom; and to their operations 
may be attributed the chief credit for the present state of female education, literary, in- 
dustrial moral, and religious, as it exists in this vicinity. None but the children of the 
more desolate attend the national school ; hence an advanced state of education cannot be 
expected. Very few remain so long and steadily at the school as to admit of their being 
made qualified for the office of teaching. 

As a national school, it. has done much in extending national education among the 
masses. Independently of the influence which its early adhesion to the Board must have 
had in popularising the national system in the district, I find that the number of females 
that passes through the school is one-sixth of the total number that passes through the 
other 26 ordinary girls’ schools of the district. There can be no doubt whatever that 
this fine institution, erected at the sole expense of the institute, and presided over by ladies, 
some of whom are of the highest order of female talent and knowledge, and in which the 
children of the wealthy and of the most destitute receive equal care, cannot but have a very 
considerable influence in producing and fostering confidence in thejiational system among 
the people, and in showing them that the Board’s rules can be strictly observed without any 
detriment to religion and morality. On this point, I cannot, I think, conclude my report 
better than by quoting an extract from observations left in the report book of this school in 
1840 by the late Right Rev. Dr. Haly. His Lordship, after expressing high satisfaction 
with the literary progress of the pupils, concluded by observing : “ The visit of this morning 
only strengthens the conviction I have long had of the invaluable services rendered by the 
ladies of this community to the cause of religion, morality, and social order in this town and 
its vicinity.” 

(signed) Wm. Healy, Sub-Inspector, 

8 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Cavan, Roll No. 8490. 

Cavan Infant Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Saint Clare. 
Visited 24 and 25 May 1864. — Manager, Most Rev. Dr. Browne, Cavan. 



Numbers of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 



Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Bolls for 
the Year 1863. 1 


Average | 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Seqnels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 


Total . 




M. j 


F. | 


M. ' 


F. 








M. 


F. 


437 


138 


47 


54 


2 


42 


20 


9 


5 


49 


130 


Average Age 


- - - 


5-6 


6 


8 


8-9 


10-6 


10-5 


11-2 


5-6 


8-1 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— -The community is small, and would be wholly inadequate to attend to such num- 
bers were it not that there are four paid monitresses, and two assistant teachers paid by the 
superioress. This payment is a severe tax on the funds of a poor community. 

1. ( b ). — Good rather, and always willing to take advantage of suitable hints on these heads. 

2 - — Good, considering the youth of the pupils, the class to which they belong generally, 
and the irregularity of their attendance. 

3. — Excellent in every sense. 

4 - — The number struck off of 14 years and upwards is 27, and of these eight were in 
third and fourth classes. The remaining 19 were in first, second, and sequel, when they 
left, and their average time on the books is six and a-half months. 

Drawing has been taught to 17, and the progress made by some of these is most 
satisfactory. A good beginning has been made at music ; but, owing to the sickness of 
members of the community, it has been temporarily discontinued. 

6 - Plain needlework was taught to the senior pupils generally, and fancy work to a few 
that desired it. 

The results of the training on morals, manners, and habits, satisfactory. 

8; There is morning prayer for five minutes before 10 o’clock, when the secular business 
begins; there is the “ Angelus” for five minutes or less, at 12 o’clock, and the ordinary 
teaching of catechism daily, from half-past two till three o’clock. This regulation seems to 
be carefully observed, without any infringement on any other time. 

405. ' c 3 9. (a ). — Well 
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9> (q), Well kept to their school duties and special studies, and fairly qualified for their 

time. . 

9 (j) —Very fair. Training unobjectionable. 

9 . ( c ) —The plans recommended by the Board, and suggested by the inspectors are care- 
fully followed. „ . , , 

9> (jL ) . Good. Gratuities have been granted every year to the conductors ol this school 

for the instruction of their monitresses. 

10> j have always found them attentive to the rules of the Board, and they have fre- 

quently consulted me on points, in order that they might be accurate in the observance of 

the i“£ TaX —' The area of the floors is sufficient for 186 pupils, and the average attendance is 

140 nearly. . . 

H. (j). Very satisfactory on all these points. Built in 1869 and 1860. 

3 3 About 2,000 1 . ; done at the sole expense of the most Rev. Dr. Browne. 

3 2.— Tolerably supplied ; but a few additional articles of apparatus wanted. 

]3 ’ t \ leading characteristic of this institution is its influence in bringing to school a large 

number of children, who would not be at school for years to come, and then, perhaps, only 
for a few months of irregular attendance, or not at all ; of the 179 in attendance when I 
visited nearly one-half would certainly not have been attending any other school. 

14i i t has* reduced the average in the Cavan Female National School from about 90 in 

1861 to half that number in 1863 ; but it has not interfered with the attendance of any other 
national school. . . . , . . 

35_ A _ it is very much in advance of ordinary female national schools, when social 

position,' age, number, and character of attendance are considered ; reading, spelling, writing, 
singing, ’and drawing are chiefly in advance, and grammar also very fair. 

15 . b. — C are and attention in this case far above what is ordinary. 

15. c. — Much above what is ordinary. 

15. D. — Equal to our best schools. 

15. e — Considerably in advance of most of our best schools in this extremely importan 

Pa i5? U r!— Time and attention devoted to this ample and satisfactory ; superior to ordinary 
schools. 

15. g. — E qual to the Board’s most faithful teachers. 

3 5. H . — Only equalled by two or three of our best schools. 

3 5. Though deficient rather, for such a school, in maps and some other appliances, it 

is in advance of most of the other schools. 

15. k . None but Roman Catholic children attend this school, and the high estimation in 

which the nuns are held by the parents attracts many who would otherwise be spending 
their time idly or mischievously. 



16. — Inspections 



Incidental Visits 





1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


_ 


Taken into con- 


3 


3 




nexion by the 








Board late in 








the year. 






■ 


' ‘ 


6 


3 



18 —This school was transferred to the care of the “ Sisters of St. Clare” by the Bishop, 
as manager, on the 1st of October 1861, and immediately afterwards it assumed the character of 
both an infants’ and a senior girls’ school. These are held in two different rooms, and the infants’ 
department is in reality a mixed school of boys and girls, with an average attendance of 
above 80 pupils. They could and would be advantageously separated into two distinct 
schools, only tor a rule of the Board, which refuses to recognise two separate schools under 
the same community. , , . , , . . 

The attendance of 80 in the infants’ and about 20 in the girls school is a clear gam to 
education in this town and vicinity, for few of this average attendance of 100 could be in- 
duced to attend any but a convent school. • . 

These nuns are most anxious to adopt any hints given to them for the improvement of 
this institution as a national school, and almost immediately after they took charge of it, 
they requested me to procure them the services of an organising teacher, which application 
the Board granted them in 1862. , . . , 

Judging of the progress already made, their monitresses are likely to become respectable 

n3 Th?r school Isbell calculated to extend national education by means of infants’ schools, 
and it will be very useful , for training young persons to become properly qualified for the 
charge of such schools. 

(signed) Edward MacCreanor, District Inspector. 

2 June 1864. ° (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Clare Roll, No. 7315. 
Ennis Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 24, 25 and 27 May 1864.— Manager, Very Rev. John Kenny, Ennis. 



Total 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


. Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. ; 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


915 

Average Age - 


289 


229 


104 


42 | 


27 


14 


416 


5 


! El 


11 


12 


14 


72 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . («).— It is more than adequate; 22 “ sisters” and six paid monitors are engaged in 
school. , 

I . ( 6 ). — The acquirements of the nuns, so far as the usual course of a lady s education is 
concerned, are very high ; but, judging from my own examination, and the observations of 
mv predecessors, they are wanting in some of the details of school management. 

' 2 .—' Writing is well taught; reading, dictation, and grammar, fairly taught; arithmetic 
and geography not so successfully. . 

3 . Infant pupils are gently and kindly treated, and are trained to habits of cleanliness 

and order; but they are somewhat too highly classed. 

4 . — About one-half have reached third and higher books ; about one in six of all of 14 years 
and upwards, whose names have been struck off register, have reached Book IV. 

5 . — Music is very successfully-taught; all sing by ear, 22 at sight, and a few of the more 
advanced pupils learn the harmonium. Drawing is not taught. 

(i. — Plain and fancy needlework are very successfully taught. 

7 . — Very good ; pupils are modest, respectful in manner, clean and orderly. 

8 . — Time, 10 to 10.30, 12 to 12.5, and 2.45 to 3. I believe these arrangements are faith- 
fully observed. 

9 . ( a ). — The paid monitors, of whom there are six (three junior and three senior), are 
pretty well up to the requirements of their respective programmes, arithmetic excepted. 

9. (Z>).— ' They are regular in attendance, attentive to'their duties, and moderately efficient. 

9 , ( C ). — From Monday to Friday, inclusive, they receive special instruction from 10 to 
10.30, from 12.15 to 1 . 45 , and on Saturdays from 9.30 to 12.30. 

9 . (d).— Were unsatisfactory. Ann Shannon and Mary Sullivan were admonished for 
Fad answering in 1862, and the former was threatened by Board’s letter (19/2/’64) with the 
withdrawal of her salary, unless she receives special instruction. 

10 . — I believe the rules are as faithfully observed by them as by any lay teachers. 

II . (a).— There are three rooms, 39 ft. by 16 ft., and three 16 ft. by 10 J ft., which give, 
on the prescribed scale, accommodation to an average of 400. The school space is, there- 
fore, more .than adequate. 

11 . (Z>), In all respects very good. 

11 . (c). — The house was originally a private residence, and is now rented for 16 /. per 
annum. No record has been kept of the cost of “ fitting up, &c.” I examined the plan and 
site of a new schoolh'ouse about to be erected on premises, cost 1 , 100 /. 

12 . — Very good ; 18/. worth has been purchased within present year, and more are about 
to be applied for. 

13; — There id no other female national school in Ennis, or within a radius of two miles ; 
and an average attendance of 300 is not more than should be expected in a 
Roman Catholic population of 9,000. There is, however, in connection with convent, a 
“pay school,” not under the Board of National Education, which is attended by about 80 or 
90 girls. Many of the very poor could not attend school were they not supplied with 
clothing by the nuns. 

14. — The only female national schools within three miles are (excluding prison and work- 
house schools) Knockanean and Clare, 2 £ and 2 £ miles distant respectively. The Newton- 
stackpole National Schools, vested, are now in the hands of the “ Christian Brothers.” I bus, 
there are at present no national schools under lay teachers in the vicinity of Ennis. By 
what agencies this was affected I cannot say. I only give the fact. 

405. c 4 15. a.— Reading, 
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15 . A> Reading, writing, and grammar are as well taught in this convent school as in 

the more respectable lay schools. - . . ... 

1 5. B . — The infant pupils receive a more careful training, and are, I believe, more kindly 
and gently treated than in the ordinary; girls’ schools of the district. 

15. c.— Music is better taught in this than in any other school in the district. Drawing 
is not taught in this, nor, indeed, in any girls’ school in the district. . 

15. d.— The different kinds of needlework are better taught in this than in ordinary girls 

15. b .— The moral training is of a high order, as a general rule, throughout the schools 
of the district ; but the nuns, from the high estimation in which they are held, are pecu- 
liarly fitted for this department. 

15. v . — More time and attention are given to religious instruction in this than in the 
average of ordinary girls’ school. . . 

15. G . — The rules are, 1 believe, as faithfully observed in the one as m the other. 

15. h. — The accommodation is more adequate in this convent school than in the average 
of ordinary lay schools. See answer to 11. (a), preceding page. . 

15, i, — Much more adequate in this school than in the average of ordinary national 
schools. See answer to 12, preceding page. 

15, K , — The pupils are, as a general rule, very poor, are unable to pay, hence all are 
admitted free. Many of them, but for the peculiar influence of the nuns, would probably 
never enter a schoolroom at all. Hence, 1 must say, the attractive influence of this school 
is the greater. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental Visits 



17. — They are generally of a favourable character. 

18. — I believe its effect is not felt on the district generally. My experience is, however, 
so limited that any opinion I might offer under this head would be of little or no value. 

(signed) John Browne, Sub-Inspector. 

2 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



County Clare, Roll No. 7299. 
Kilrush Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 30 and 31 May 1864.— Manager, Very Rev. T. Kelly, Kilrush' 



Total 

Number of , 
Distinct Pupils ! 

on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 

for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class, j 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


552 


182 


99 


54 


34 


19 


6 


1 212 


Average Age - 


7-5 


10 


12-7 


13 


14i 


9-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Five “sisters” and three paid monitors are constantly engaged in school. It is, 
therefore, quite adequate. . . . . « . 

1. (b ). — Acquirements high. Method of teaching systematic and painstaking. Some- 
what deficient in organising skill. 

2. — Results satisfactory in all subjects, except arithmetic and geography. 

3. — The discipline is rather unsteady; but pupils are gently and kindly treated, ihe 

course of instruction is that common to most infant schools, and the general proficiency 
of the children in their various exercises satisfactory. . 

. 4.— The total number of 14 yehrs and upwards, struck [offj since January 1860, is lo8 ; 

of these, 78, or one-half, had reached third and higher books. . . . 

£. All are trained to sing by ear, and the more advanced classes are beginning to learn 

Hullah’s system. Drawing is not taught in this school. 

6. — Plain and fancy needlework are successfully taught. , . , . 

7. — A large proportion of the pupils are very poor ; these are untidy in dress, and rather 
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rude and disorderly in conduct ; those of a better social class are neat and clean in dress 
and person, and modest and respectful in manner. 

8 . Time for religious instruction", 10.20 to 10.25, 12.25 to 12.30, and 2.30 to 3 o’clock. 

These arrangements are, I believe, strictly observed. 

9 ( a ). There ' s only one paid monitor recognised at present; she is moderately well 

up to the requirements of the programme. 

9 . (£). — Efficient in managing and instructing infant pupils. 

9 . ( c ). — Time, 11 to 11.45, 1.45 to 2.30, and on Saturdays from 10 to 11.30. 

9 . — The present monitor has never been examined, as she is only in her “ first 
year.” 

10 . — The rules are, I believe, faithfully observed. 

11 . (a).- There are three rooms: Infant, 58 ft. by 22 ft. by 14 ft.; girls, 53 ft. by 
22 ft. bv 14 ft. ; class-room, 20 ft. by 11 ft. by 8 ft. The total school-space is 2,786 feet, 
which, on the prescribed scale, would accommodate 464, more th;.n double the present 
average. 

11 . (£). — Very good. 

11 . — House was originally a chapel. Cost of erection, about 600 /. ; of subsequent 
fitling-up, 87/. 10 s.; annual, 7 /. 

12 . — Supply adequate. 

13 . — The nuns, in their daily visitations, become familiar with the circumstances of the 
poor around them, and use their kindly influence to induce parents to send out their 
children, many of whom would, no doubt, otherwise remain in total ignorance. Manager 
states that, previous to the opening of this school by the nuns, lay female teachers could 
not obtain an annual average of 100 girls. 

14 . — There are no other female schools within a radius of three miles. I am not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the district to give an opinion as to what effects have been produced, 
or what agencies have been used to produce those effects. 

15. a. — As efficient as in the better class of lay schools. 

15 . b.— T he infant pupils receive more careful training than in any of the ordinary girls’ 
schools. They cannot receive so much attention in the latter as in a school having a separate 
infant department with its own staff of teachers. 

15 . c . — Music is better taught than in any lay school in the district that I have yet visited. 
Drawing is not taught in this convent school nor, indeed, in any girls’ school in the district. 

15. D.— The different kinds of needlework are better taught than in the average of ordinary 
schools. 

15. e.— I t is, in general, better than in the ordinary schools of this district, and, as a general 
rule, in the latter it is of a high order. 

15 . f. — M ore time and attention are given to religious instruction in this than in the average 
o ordinary schools. 

15. g. — T he rules are, I believe, as faithfully observed in the one as in the other. 

15. h. — T he accommodation! s more ample than in ordinary schools. See answer to 11. A. 
15 . j. — The supply is as good as in the belter class of lay schools. 

15 . k. — T here are about 40 more girls in daily attendance at this school than boys in the 
two ordinary male schools in town. This difference may be presumed to arise from the 
influence of the nuns with the poor around them, with whom they have daily intercourse. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

]6. — Inspections - - - - 1 2 2 2 

Incidental visits - - - — 1 — — 

17. — Generally favourable ; but it appears, from the inspections made in 1862 and 1863, 
that pupils are less proficient now than formerly in arithmetic and geography. 

18. — I do not think its influence is felt on the district generally. A considerable number 
who were educated in this school have emigrated, and become teachers in the Colonies. Ihe 
present leacher of Carrigaholt Female National School was trained in this school. I have 
been in charge of the district for so short a period that I cannot give any satisfactory 
answer to this query. 

(signed) John Browne, Sub-Inspector. 

2 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



405. I) 
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County Cork, Roll No. 5257. 
Bandon Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Nuns. 
Visited 9 and 10 June 1864 .— Manager, Rev. J. O’Brien, Bandon. 



Total i 

Number of 1 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes, j 


Totao. 


612 

Average Age 


374 


162 


77 


75 


64 


16 


394 


6-2 


8-5 


10-4 


12'4 


14-8 


10'4 



Answers to Queries. 

!. ( a ). — There are 10 of the nuns ill regular attendance during the day, and five paid 
monitresses teach for three hours. . . , . . . 

1 (S\— Acquirements, satisfactory; method of teaching, fair; organizing skill, tolerable. 

2 . — The pupils of first and fourth classes that I examined were fairly prepared ; those ot 
third, generally deficient; and those of second and sequels, deficient in arithmetic. 

3. — -Very satisfactory. , „ „ 

4 . —Two hundred and fourteen pupils, of 14 years of age and over, have finally given up 
attendance at school. Of these, 27 were from second class, 67 Irom sequels, 66 from 
third, and 54 from fourth class. 

5 . — The results of instruction in music are satisfactory. 

6. — Satisfactory. 

7. — Most satisfactory in every respect. . . . 

8. — From 12 to 12.5 and from 2 to 2.45, on Monday to Friday inclusive. Ihe arrange- 
ments are strictly observed. 

9 . (a).— Very fail ly qualified. . . , 

9 . — They are not as efficient in teaching their classes as L expected. 

9 ’. (c) — They receive special instruction for over an hour every day. 

9 . Three answered very satisfactorily, one fairly, and one has not yet been 
examined. 

10 . — I did not observe any violation of rule. . , , „ 

11 . (a).— Allowing six square feet for each pupil, there is accommodation for 480 
children. 

11. (b). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). About 1,200 /. 

lo —Supply, satisfactory; expense incurred, about 141 l. 8 s. 3 d. . 

13—1 believe that, in consequence of the charities of the nuns, it has succeeded in bring- 
ing to school many children of the more destitute classes who would otherwise probably 

attend no school. . , ,, . •, , , 

14 —There are no female national schools m the town ; but there are two mixed schools 
in the parish, at which many girls are in attendance, and have not been interfered with m 

an io W£ A.— It is as good as most of the girls’ (ordinary) schools in the district. 

15 b— S uperior to any of the ordinary schools. 

15i c _ Music is not taught in any of the ordinary female national schools. 

15. d. — S uperior to the ordinary schools. 

15. e. — S uperior to the ordinary schools. 

15 . f. — S uperior to the ordinary schools. 

15 . g. — A s well observed as in the ordinary schools. 

15. h. — S uperior to the ordinary schools. 

15 . i. — Superior to the ordinary schools. 

15 Kt Many poor children attend it merely because nuns are the teachers. 



1860. 



16. — Inspections - 

Incidental visits 

17. — Rather favourable. 1 ... 

18. — I h ive nothing further to say in addition to the above report upon this convent 



1861. 

1 



1862. 



1863. 



11 June 1864. 



(signed) 



Phillip O'Connell , District Inspector. 
(Roim.n Catholic.) 
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County Cork, Roll No. 9161. 
Bantry Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 31 May 1864. — Manager, Very Itev. George Sheehan, p.p., Bantry. 



Total 

Number of 
Distiaot Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


I Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


352 


163 


<J0 | 


68 


50 


13 


11 


232 


Average Age ... 


6 


10-2 


12-8 


13-4 


14-6 


9-5 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a ). — Fully adequate, there being five nuns and four monitors in the school, while the 
average attendance for the year 1863 was only 163, which leaves one teacher to about 
every 18 pupils. 

1 . (£).- — All the nuns of the convent have received a first-class education, and are pos- 
sessed of very superior acquirements. I was present while each taught her class, and con- 
sider their method of imparting instruction very satisfactory. The maps, charts, and 
apparatus are arranged tastefully, and the pupils stand in class, and march from place to 
place in a very orderly manner. 

2. — The school is only in operation since the 13th April 1863, and, considering the short- 
ness of time, the results are satisfactory. Generally speaking, the pupils read well. Writing 
is well taught ; spelling and dictation very fair ; grammar and geography satisfactory, but 
the progress in arithmetic is not altogether so good as might be expected. 

3. — The infant pupils are of all ages, from two years to seven or eight, and are under the 
care of one of the most painstaking nuns in the community, assisted by a monitor. Her 
management of them is excellent. She cares for them with the most tender solicitude, and 
instructs them very carefully in reading, spelling, lessons on objects, and has taught them 
a great variety of school-songs, which they sing very creditably, and with amusing and suit- 
able action. 

4. — During the iime the school has been in operation (that is, since ihe 13th April 1863), 
14 of the pupils have given up altogether attending school, and of these eight were, at the 
time of their leaving school, in the third or fourth class. 

5. — The children are taught several school-songs, which they sing in marching from class 
to class. There has been no drawing or other extra branch as yet introduced into the 
school. 

6. — Plain sewing is very fairly taught, but a very great disadvantage exists in the want 
of a proper supply of work materials. Sampler work is also very neatly executed by the 
pupils. 

7. — In this respect the leaching of the nuns exhibits very gratifying results; cleanliness of 
person, truthfulness, modesty of demeanour, obedience to parents and superiors, are all 
diligently inculcated and strictly enforced, and the manners and bearing of the pupils are 
very much superior to what l have generally found in ihe other female schools of the dis- 
trict. 

8. — The appointed time for religious instruction is from 12 to 12.30 o’clock each day, and 
the arrangements are scrupulously observed. 

9. (a ). — I examined the monitors on the most important subjects of their programme, 
and I consider them, on the whole, pos-essed of very fair acquirements. 

9. (£). — They conduct their classes in a very orderly manner, and their method of teach- 
ing might be considerably improved. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction from one of the nuns during four hours each week, and, 
in addition to this, they are required to answer in writing, each month, five questions on 
each of the following subjects — that is, grammar, geography, lesson-bocks, history, and 
arithmetic — which exercises are ’afterwards revised and marked by the nuns. 

9. (d ).—' There was only (me of the monitors at present in the school whose appointment 
took place sufficiently early to warrant her attending the examination last year, and her 
answering was of a satisfactory character. 

10 — The Board’s rules are all scrupulously observed, for the superioress of the convent 
makes it a matter of strict obedience on the part of the nuns to observe strictly the rules of 
the Commissioners in every respect. 

11. (a). — There is ample accommodation in the school and class-rooms for upwards of 
500 pupils, but at no time has the attendance been so high. 

405. ' d 2 11. (6 ).— The 
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11. ( b ). — The school-rooms are situated in a very healthy position, and are well arranged 
as to convenience, and so as to secure every facility for light and thorough ventilation, and 
the out-offices, &c. are good, and kept in perfect order. 

11. r c \ — .The building of the school-house and offices cost 1,300/., and a sum of 
20 Z. 10 s. 6 <Z. was aftei wards expended in providing furniture (such as desks, fireguards, 
fi reirons, &c.), besides the free stock of maps, apparatus, &c. supplied by the Board. 

12. — The school is well supplied with maps, charts, natural history, prints, apparatus, 
and requisites. A sum of 4 Z. 5 s. was expended in supplying the school in this respect, 
not including the sums expended from time to time in keeping up a proper supply of books, 
&c. for sale to the pupils. 

13. — I have been informed that the nuns, in making their visits to the sick or destitute 
poor, make it a part of their duty to encourage and stimulate those parents who have 
children, sufficiently old to send them either to their own or, at least, to some other school, 
so that bv this means many children are brought within the sphere of school-instruction 
who woufd otherwise most probably he allowed to spend their time on the streets, and grow 
up in idleness and every description of vice. 

14. — There is only one other female school in the town, which is chiefly attended by the 
children of Methodist parents, so that it exercises lit tie or no influence on its operation. 
Previously to the opening of the convent school, there was a female national school in the 
place, but this was closed by the manager, and is now used as a preparatory male school, 
under the charge of a female teacher. 

1 5. A . — The efficiency of the general course of instruction is fully equal to what it is in the 
best female schools of the district, and much superior to that of the ordinary run of female 
schools. ... 

15. B , — Very much superior; for in most cases, whenever there are infant pupils in 
attendance, they are either li ft to sit during the enthe time in the desks, with little or no 
instruction, or put under the care of one of the pupils, who understands nothing whatever 
.of the method of instructing them ; but, as I have already stated in this Report, in this 
convent school a zealous and painstaking teacher carefully and diligently attends to their 
instruction. 

1 5. c . — Music or singing is taught in no other female school in the district. Drawing 
or other extra branch is not taught in any of the schools. 

15. D _ — l n some schools, where there is a workmistress appointed and paid by the 
Board, more satisfactory results in this respect are produced ; but in no case, where this 
branch is under the charge of the teachers of the school, are the same satisfactory results 
produced as in the convent school. 

15. E. — Very much superior. 

15. F . The religious instruction, both as regards amount and quality, is quite superior. 

15. G , — Fully as good, and in many cases vastly better. 

15. H . There is no female school in the district which can be compared, as lo accom 

modution, See., with the convent school. 

15. !, — Much better than any other school in the district. 



15. k. — V ery much superior. 












j I860. 


! 1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


16. — Inspections - 


- j Not in 


1 Not in 


N ot in 


3 


Incidental visits 


operation. 


i operation. 


operation. 


2 



17 . — At the inspections of my predecessor, Mr. Rod^eis, during the year 1863, he speaks 
in the most favourable manner of the progress of the pupils, the general arrangements of 
the school, and the methods of teaching pursued in the establishment. 

18 . The Bantry Convent School, being little better than twelve months in operation, has 

not had time as yet to exercise much effect on education in its locality. There is, however, 
besides the large schools in connection with the National Board, a day-school for the 
children of the better classes. It has also in this short time trained two or three teachers, 
who are now in charge of female national schools, and who are giving much satisfaction 
both to their managers and the officers of the Board ; and I have no doubt whatever that, 
when the school is in operation for some time, it will act very beneficially in supplying the 
national schools in its locality with a superior class of female teachers.- It lias also been 
the means of increasing the number of female pupils ; for, before the opening of this school, 
the number of girls attending the female national school of the town never reached 
3 00 pupils; whereas at the present time it is considerably over 200 , and on the day of my 
inspection ’the number in attendance was 232. This is principally owing to the influence 
exercised by the nuns in making their visits to the poor, to which i have before referred, 
and to the opening of the infant school, which before did not exist. Thus the attendance 
of female pupils has increased more than 100 per cent, since the transfer of Bantry Female 
School to the convent. The people of Bantry have the fullest confidence in the national 
system and are greatly satisfied with the teaching of the nuns, and there appears to be 
an anxiety on the' part of the managers of the district, and also a great desire manifested by 
the parents of the children, to procure teachers who have been educated and trained in the 
convent schools. 

(signed) John Hanlon, Sub-Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Cork, Roll No. 5960. 
Blackrock Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Ursuline Nuns. 



Visited 9 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. James O’Sullivan, Blackrock. 



! 

Total 

Number of 


Number | 
of Pupils in ; 

Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 




Number of Pupils present i 


an Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


213 


95 


27 


31 


20 


11 


6 


S5 


Average Age 


- - - 


6-2 


10- 


12-2 


11-9 


. 14-6 


I - 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a). Adequate. Six nuns attend every day for about two hours each, on an average, 

and three monitresses (including one recommended to be appointed) teach for 4| hours 
each. 

1 . (6). — Some of the nuns appear to be very fairly acquainted with school management 
and with the method of teaching the subjects of school programme, and the others teach 
the junior classes pretty well. 

2. — The answering of the pupils on the occasion of my special inspection ranged from 
middling and fair to very fair and good, and was about equal to the average answering in 
second and third class teachers’ schools. 

3. — The infant pupils are taught with as much care as those of the highest classes, and, 
on the whole, answered very fairly. 

4. — During the last 12 months, 12 girls, 14 years of age and higher, left this school and 
did not return ; three of them were in 1st class, two in 2d, three in sequel, one in 3d, and 
three in 4th. In connection with this statement, it is right to mention that very many of 
the children attend irregularly. 

5. — Drawing is not taught, but instruction in singing is given two hours every week by 
Miss M'Kenna and one of the monitresses, with pretty fair results. 

6. — Plain sewing and knitting are taught to four-fifths of the pupils on Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday from 2 to 2.45 o’clock, and with tolerable success. In a room adjoining the 
school, crochet work is taught by two nuns to a lot of grown girls, who attend from 10 to 
3 o’clock daily. These receive religious but no literary instruction, and are paid the profits 
left after the cost of materials is deducted from the selling price of the work. 

7. — The great characteristic of this as of the other Convent schools, is the moral and reli- 
gious training which the girls undergo, and which enhances so much the education of this 
class, of schools. 

8. — From 12 to 1 o’clock is devoted to religious instruction on each of five days of the 
week, at which Roman Catholic pupils only are present, the two Protestant pupils, daughters 
of Protestant parents, absenting themselves from school during this hour. This arrangement 
is entered on the time table, and is strict’y observed. * 

9. (a ). — The acquirements of the monitresses, i hough not equal to those of monitresses of 
similar standing in other convent schools, are, nevertheless, very fair, and are even higher 
than what is required in the Board’s programme. Their answering at my special examina- 
tion was in the main good, and their exercises (I have been assured) are, as usual, satis- 
factory. 

9. (6). — I have heard them examine the classes assigned them, and liked their mode of 
interrogating ; but was not altogether satisfied with the girls’ answering. 

9. (c). — They are instructed themselves by one of the nuns from 9.30 to 10.30 o’clock on five 
days, and from 10 to 11 on Saturdays. Part of this instruction comprises lessons on gram- 
mar (including parsing), geography, arithmetic, and matter of reading books ; and part, 
written exercises on these subjects. The latter after being marked, in the same way that 
the teachers’ answers are after an examination, are kept till I see them, and are brought to 
the annual examination, in order that 1 may send to the office a return specifying their 
quantity and quality. 

9. {d ). — At last year’s examination the three monitresses from their school answered very 
well at the written part, and two of them did very fairly at the oral portion. The other was 
appointed, in the interval between the examination, as an assistant in a national school. 

10. — The Board’s rules are observed by the nuns in charge of this school. 

11. (a). — The school-house can accommodate 226 girls, or more than twice the number in 
average attendance. 

405. v 3 11. ($).— As 
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21 , (j). — As for the healthiness and convenience of the school-rooms, I have only lo 
say that they are models in these respects. 

11 . (c). — The building, furnishing, and making alterations, cost, it is estimated, 1,100 l. 

12 . Since 1857, 40 1. 14 s. 8 d. worth of maps, charts, apparatus, and books, has been pro- 

cured for this school. This includes 12 Z. 8 s. worth of apparatus, which was presented to 
the nuns by Mr. Vere Foster, a gentleman who has spent thousands of pounds in improving 
the Irish national school-houses, and providing them with educational apparatus. 

13 . — On comparing the attendance of this school with that of Blackrock Male National 
School, which is under a second class teacher, I find that the former is greater than the 
latter, by 40 or so ; thus showing, as in other cases, that the convent schools are more popular 
than the ordinary schools. 

14. — There is no lay female school within three miles of it ; but in the village of Ballin- 
temple, which is li miles to the west of Blackrock, there is a kind of infant school, com- 
prising boys and girls, and conducted by a former pupil of Blackrock Convent School. 
According to the manager’s arrangement, all the boys and girls of Ballintemple over a cer- 
tain age go to the Blackrock Male and Convent Schools, whilst all of that age and under it 
go to the Baliintemple mixed school. 

15 . a. — In reading, writing, grammar, and geography, it is about equal to an average 
ordinary school, but, in the case of ariihmetic in the lower classes, it is rather inferior to it. 

15 . B . — The small children are taken great care of by the nuns, and are very much 
attached to them. A much greater sympathy is evinced by these ladies towards their pupils 
than by the ordinary teachers towards theirs. 

15 . c . — l a vocal music, this school is superior to all the ordinary female schools of my 
district, except one. 

15. d. — A nd, as to industrial instruction, it is equal to the best of them. 

15. E. — The moral training of the girls, as may be seen from a short visit to the school, 
is better than in the ordinary schools ; they are obliged to come clean and tidy, to be 
orderly and obedient, and to go through their school business without any disagreement or 
complaint. 

15. e. — T he religious instruction is more carefully attended to by the nuns than by the 
ordinary teachers. 

15 . G . — The Board’s Rules, which are suspended in the school-room, are as well observed 
as in the other national schools. 

15. H. — This school-house affords better accommodation than, perhaps, any ordinary 
female school in my district. 

15. i. — And it is better supplied with educational apparatus. 

15. k. — The attractive influence of this school is best seen from the much larger 
attendance it has than the male national school in its immediate vicinity. 

I I860. I 1861. j 1862. | 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - - I 3 | 3 | 3 ( 3 

Incidental visits.— There is no record of them kept. 

17 . — The observations in the inspectors’ book, at each visit, respecting this school, are 
very satisfactory, as regards order, neatness, school accounts, supply of books, and 
needlework, and very fair as regards the answering of the classes. Arithmetic appears to 
be the subject in which the pupils exhibiied a want of proficiency on a few occasions, and 
which required most attention from the nuns. 

18 . Four of the pupils of the school became teachers under the Board; one of them 

is doing very well in my district, and is classed 3 1 ; another, classed 3 2 , left my district; 
a third resigned her situation as work mistress find literary assistant ; and the fourth, 
who had no turn tor teaching, was dismissed by the head inspector and myself. A paid 
monitress of this school, to whom I referred at i)(d), was appointed in July last to be 
assistant in a national school. She is-very steady and attentive, and agrees very well with 
her principal, who, by the way, disagreed to such an extent with her two former assistants 
that they resigned or had to leave. At the last examination of female, teachers, held, in 
January^ the assistant I allude to answered so well, that she got two steps in promotion, 
or 3'. 

(signed) Edward Sheeliy, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864 (Roman Catholic). 
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County Cork, Roll No. 1541. 

Charleville Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — The Order of Mercy. 



Visited 1 June 1864 — Manager, Very Rev. Dr. Croke, Charleville. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present i 


in Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


| Attendance 
for 


First Class. 


Second Class. Sequels. 


Third Class. ' 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 
















468 


199 


145 


53 24 


15 


11 


248 


Average Age 




3-7 


92 11-3 


12-2 


14 


9-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a). — Satisfactory. 

1 . {b ). — Of a very fair order. 

2. — Efficient. 

3. — The management and. care bestowed upon these children are in the highest degree 
satisfactory ; their literary proficiency is of a tolerably fair character. 

4. — 1835 have finally given up attendance at school ; 502, or scarcely one-third, have 
attained to a satisfactory degree of education. In consequence of the school account-books 
not having been duly preserved, this account is for merely the last 10 years. 

5. — None taught. 

6. — Plain sewing with fair results. 

7. — Favourable. 

8. — In the female school, from 10 till 10.5 and from 12 till 12.30 o’clock. In the infant 
school, from 10 till 10.5 and from 2.45 till 3 o’clock. All which arrangements are strictly 
adhered to. 

9. (a). — Of a tolerably fair order. 

9. (5). — Not sufficiently energetic with the classes; they render fair assistance, however, 
in keeping the school accounts. 

9. (c). — One and a half hour’s special instruction, and one and a half hour’s instruction 
during school hours. 

9. (d). — Of a tolerably fair character. 

10 . — Observant. 

11 . (a). — Adequate in infant school. More than adequate in female department. 

11. (b ). — Healthful and sufficiently convenient. 

11. (c).— £.650. 

12. — £. 30 13s. Id. for the last 10 years. 

13. — A very large number of children who, from their extreme poverty, would never have 
entered any school, have, through the influence of the ladhs of the convent, who from time 
to time visit them at their homes, been brought within the sphere of instruction ; and of these, 
70 at least have become eligible to situations, and otherwise respectably settled in life. 

14. — Beyond exercising a salutary stimulus to exertion upon the part of the teachers, it 
has but little affected the operation of lay female schools. On the contrary, it is the neigh- 
bouring schools which may be regarded as possessing the aggressive influence. When 
first this school came under my inspection (some 12 years ago), it commanded a very con- 
siderable attendance of pupils from town and country ; since then, however, three female 
lay schools have been established in the neighbouring parishes, which have reduced the 
attendance of females at the convent by at least two-thirds. 

15. a. — Ranks fairly with some of the higher class schools. 

15. b. — No infant schools save those connected with convents. 

15. c. — None taught. 

15. d. — R anks fairly with the higher class schools. 

15. e. — O f a superior order. 

15. F. — Satisfactory. 

15. g. — M ore strictly observed than some of them. 

15. h. — Superior. 

1 5. I. — Ranks fairly with them. 

15. k. — M uch superior. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863- 

16 . — Inspections - ___2 3 2 2 

Incidental visits - — — — 1 

405. x> 4 17 .— Favourable. 
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17. — Favourable. 

18 . This school may be regarded as the parent of the schools, established at Newtown 

Shan'drum, Newtown, Ballyhea, and Effin. Of the pupils who have been educated here, 
90 became governesses, ladies’ attendants, or shopgirls; 00 were respectably apprenticed, 
and 10 of them attained to the rank of paid monitor. It has been, and still is, of the 
greatest advantage, more especially the infant department, to the town of Charleville and 
its vicinity, as very many of the children would, from their extreme poverty, be found not 
to attend, save through the ladies of the convent, any school whatever, and many have 
through it attained to a respectable position in life. As a means, therefore, of extending 
national education amongst the masses, its influence embraces both town and country by 
thus bringing within reach of the people some of the great advantages to be derived from 
the system. 

(signed) * James Maclochlin, Second Class. 

4 June 1864. " (Established Church). 



County Cork, Roll No. 7651. 
Clonakilty Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 6, 7, and 8 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. H. Leader, Clonakilty. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


| First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


629 

Average Age 


329 


149 


88 


102 


46 


24 


409 


6-4 ! 


9- 


11-3 


12-2 


14-6 


10-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — There are five sisters of mercy in regular attendance, and six paid monitresses 
teaching for three hours. 

1. (5). — Satisfactory. 

2. — I consider all the classes 1 have examined up to the school programme in every 
subject, with the exception of arithmetic. 

3. — Great care is taken with the infant pupils. 

4. — Of 234 girls, 14 years of age, who have finally left school, 19 were from first class, 
27 from second class, 67 from sequels, 57 from third class, and 64 from fourth class. 

5. — Not taught. 

6. — A workmistress paid by the Board has charge of this branch, and the results are 
satisfactory. 

7. — I have never had occasion to complain of the habits or manners of the pupils. I 
consider them most respectful and obedient. 

8. - — From 10 to 10T5, 12 to 12 - o, and 2'30 to 3'30 on Monday to Friday inclusive. 
The arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — All are well qualified. 

9. (b). — The classes taught by them have given me satisfaction. 

9. (c). — They are taught for one hour and a half during school hours, and receive 
special instruction for one hour. 

9. (d). — I consider that they have answered better than any monitresses in the district. 

10. — I did not observe any violation of the Board’s rules. 

11. (a). — Allowing six square feet for each pupil, there is accommodation for 768. 

11. (b). — Very satisfactory. 

11. (c).—£. 1,478 8 s. 5d.' 

12. — Well supplied; expense incurred, 140/. 17s. 2d. 

13. — There are several children attending the school who could not do so from want of 
clothing, except from the charity of the sisters of mercy. 

14. — There is but one lay female school in the parish. It is in the town of Clonakilty, 
and has an average attendance of 67 girls. There is no influence used to withdraw the 
children from it ; nearly all the girls have been withdrawn from a mixed (darrary) school 
about three miles distant, through the influence of the late manager. 

15. a. — If not superior it is fully equal to any girls’ school in the district. 

15. b. — T he ordinary girls’ schools cannot be compared with it as regards the care and 
management of the infant pupils. 

15. C. — Not 
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15. C. — Not taught in this school. 

15. d.— S uperior to the ordinary girls ^chools. 

15, "" I " r '° r ' 



-Superior to the ordinary girls’ schools. . . . , , ,, • 

-The girls are more respectful and becoming in their manners and habits than m 



the other schools. 

15. v .—Much better attended to. 

15 g. — A s well observed as in the other schools. 

15 - . h.— T he accommodation is of a superior kind, far beyond the ordinary schools. 

15 ’ t — Superior to the ordinary schools. 

15* k— Several of the poorer children, I believe, who attend this school, would be 
kept at home, except for the care, attention, and religious training which the parents 
expect from the nuns. 



16. — Inspections _ - 
Incidental Visits 









1860. 

1 


1861. ! 
2 


1862. 

2 


■ 


- 


“ 









1863. 

3 

1 



18 — The effect of this convent school has been to give a good sound secular and 
religions education to children of three classes, besides the ordinary national school-going 
children, who would not attend the school except that it is conducted by the Sisters 
of Mercy. First, infants who would not be entrusted to the care of lay female teachers. 
Second/children of the poorer classes who could not come to school except for the chanties 
of the Sisters of Mercy. Third, children of the respectable classes who would not attend 
at any ordinary national school. ^ Q , ConnM> DMrirt lector 

11 June 1864. “ (Boman Catholic). 



County Cork, Roll No. 4268. 
Doneraile Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 2 June 1864.— Manager, Very Bey. Doctor Duggan, Doneraile. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


' Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class, j 


Second Class, 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


405 

Average Age 


196 


89 


55 


19 


42 


68 


273 


7-1 


8-5 


10-1 


12*2 


I 13'6 


10-3 



Answers to Queries. 

l‘ {%) '— Fhkve no doubt as to the superior acquirements of some of the ladies of the 
Convent who take an active part in the management of the school. The method of teach- 
ing is well calculated to improve the children, and the organising skill which they bring 
to bear throughout the various arrangements, is fully evidenced by the satisfactory condition 
of the school. 

3. They are very carefully attended to as regards their health and morals. The 

literary proficiency is fairly in keeping with the requirements of the programme. 

4. — AS-iI, or considerably more than one-third. _ . 

5. — The children have acquired a fair amount of proficiency in vocal music. 

6. — Very favourable. The children of the various departments are taught needlework 
in all the branches ; chief attention is given to the plain rather than ornamental. 

7. — The children are remarkable for cleanliness, order, and discipline ; their moral tone 

and demeanour are of a very satisfactory character. _ TT , - 

8. — From 12 till 12J, and till 2f, upon Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Ihursday, 
and Friday, which arrangements are scrupulously adhered to. 

9. (a). — Of a tolerably fair order. 

9. (5). — They render assistance in teaching the junior classes, and also m keeping o 
the school accounts. 

9. (c). — Two hours and a quarter daily instruction. 

405. E 



9. (<!).— Of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




34 



SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 



g, (d). — Of a tolerably fair character. 

10. — Strictly observant. 

11. (a). — Amply sufficient. 

11. (6). — Most convenient and healthful. 

11. ( c \ — One thousand pounds and upwards. 

12. — Adequate ; 109 7. 2 s. 5 d. 

13. — Nearly one-half the number of children m ordinary attendance, who, save through 
the influence of the ladies of the convent, would not be found to attend any school. 

14 For all such cases, as the neighbouring schools are but feebly conducted, I find 

that the Convent School is certain to absorb the greater number of the children. Now m 
Skeanabeg Rural National School, there has been a succession of inefficient teachers, and 
in Shanballymore Village National School, which is not conducted with sufficient energy ; 
the attendance, consequently, in the former is very poor, and in the latter is not at all a 
fair representative of the children of school-going age. When, however, the school is 
efficiently conducted, as in the case of Buttevant National School, m charge of a first- 
class teacher and an assistant, I find that instead of affecling its usefulness, on the con- 
trary, a healthful stimulus is given to the teachers, and that the number m daily attendance 
bears* a very fair proportion to the town and neighbourhood of Buttevant. 

15. A. — Fairly in keeping with some of the first-class schools. 

15 * b.— T here are no infant schools save those in connection with the convents. 

15*. o!— The proficiency in vocal music is fairly in keeping with them. 

15 . k. — T he industrial branches are more succesfully taught, and to a larger number of 
pupils than in any of them. 

15. e. — Superior. 

15. E. — Satisfactory. 

15 . g.— M ore strictly observant than in some of them. 

15. H.— Superior. 

15. I. — Superior. 

15. K. — Much superior. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections ----3 3 3 3 

Incidental visits - - - 1 - - 1 

17. — Favourable. . . . , , 

18. —Of the pupils educated at this school, 53 became national teachers m Lngland.and 
Ireland, 15 of them attained to the rank of paid monitor, a very large number obtained 
respectable services, and no fewer than 41 have gained a position in life, which they could 
otherwise never have reasonably hoped to attain. Whilst out of nearly 4,000 pupils who 
have tarried within its portals and finally left school, more than a third has attained to a 
satisfactory degree of education. It has thus been and still continues to be, of the greatest 
advantage to the poorer classes, aid may be truly regarded as one of the surest messengers 
in the Board’s quiver to bring home to the hearts of the people the blessings to be deiived 
from a due administration of the National system of education. 



Dated 4 June 1864. 



(signed) James MacLochlin, 

Second Class Inspector 
(Established Church). 



County Cork, Roll No. 5999. 

Douglas Street Monastic National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Brothers. 



Visited 1 and 2 June 1864.- — Manager, Mr. E. P. Townsend, Cork. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in j 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


first Class. 


Second Class.! 


Sequels . 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


1,241 


359 


253 


80 


52 


1 

63 


22 


-470 


Average Age ... 


7-2 


9-3 


10-7 


12-1 


12-6 


8-8 



1. (a). — Scarcely 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). Scarcely adequate. Five Brothers, assisted by seven smart monitors,'* conduct 

this school. Two of the former were connected with education before they became monks. 

1. (b).— And appear to be very well qualified, as regards method of teaching and organ- 
ising skill, to have charge of the more important classes ; while the other three, who are 
older and of course not so energetic, have charge of the other and less important classes. 

2. — The results of my special examination were fair, as regards the junior classes, and 
very fair or good in the cases of the senior. 

3. — There are too many children in the First Book school, and too few to teach them. I 
have suggested that some of them should be transferred to the Second Book school, and 
some from it to Sequel Book school, without removing them on class rolls or register. 
Under existing circumstances, it is quite impossible that sufficient care can be given to 
the infant pupils or that they can make very great progress, when it is borne in mind, that 
the parents of many of them are of the very poorest class, and are obliged to keep them 
at home very often to run of messages, &c. 

4. — Since August 1863, 64 pupils of the ages of 13 years, and more, left this school 
and did not return. One of these was in first class, nine in second, 17 in sequel, 21 in 
third, and six in fourth. 

5. — Not taught. 

6. — None. 

7. — Considerable attention is bestowed on the moral training of the pupils, and by some 
of the brothers more than the others, as may be seen by the greater order and cleanliness 
in some of the school-rooms than in others. 

8. — The arrangement for religious instruction, which is closely attended to, is that from 
12 to 12£, and 2 to 3 o’clock each day are devoted to it. 

9. (a).— The monitors who have been appointed by competitive examination from 
among the head class pupils, answered very well on the occasion of my special examination, 
and had from two to 10 large copy-books of exercises each to show. 

9. (b ). — I examined some of the classes taught by them, and was satisfied with the pro- 
gress they have made under them. 

9. (c). — From nine to 10 o’clock on five days, and two hours on Saturday, they receive 
special instruction from one of the brothers, and latterly they have attended from six to 
eight o’clock in the evening for instruction too. 

9. (d). — At the last annual examination of monitors, three answered extremely well, one 
answered very fairly, and the remaining filth very indifferently ; but he has neither in- 
dustry nor smartness. 

10. — They are very well observed. 

11. (a). — The four fine rooms and two galleries of this school can accommodate more 
than double the average attendance. 

11. (&). — The school-rooms are all of a suitable form and height, and are well lighted 
and ventilated. 

11. (c). — The estimated expense of building and furnishing is 1,200/. 

12. — There is an ample supply of maps, charts, models, geological specimens, &c., which 
have been purchased from the Book and Apparatus Departments. A few years ago, at a 
public examination, the answering of the head class on these things surprised the Roman 
Catholic Bishop and leading merchants that attended it. 

13. — I believe a much larger number of the poor children attend this school than would 
be got to attend ordinary National schools were they substituted for it. 

14. — There are no lay male schools in its vicinity, except three ordinary National 
schools, which are under the management of a Protestant clergyman, and which, I may 
say, are attended by Protestants exclusively. 

15. A. — The efficiency of this school is equal, as regards junior classes, to that of the 
ordinary boys’ schools in general, and superior as regards the senior classes. 

16. B. — There is as much care bestowed on the infant pupils of this school as on those 
attending the ordinary schools, regard being had to the large attendance. 

15. c. — Nothing has been done for some time to keep up the knowledge of drawing 
which some of the more advanced pupils acquired a few years ago, when teachers from the 
Cork School of Design used to teach this branch in the school. Singing has not been 
introduced, nor indeed is it advisable till the teaching staff has been increased. But in the 
extra branches of mensuration, geometry, and book-keeping, this school ranks with the 
■ ordinary National schools under first-class teachers. Three years ago, when the fourth 
class was under the charge of a very efficient brother, the boys belonging to it were very 
proficient in mechanics, pneumatics, chemistry, and the steam-engine. I believe the two 
senior monitors are still very well acquainted with these subjects, though for some time I 
have not examined them on any of them. 

15. D. — None. 

15. E. and F. — Superior in these respects to the ordinary boys’ schools. 

15. G . — They are as well observed as in any other National school. 

15. H. and I. — As regards accommodation in school-rooms and supply of apparatus, it 
surpasses all the other male schools in my district. 

. - 15. K. — Relatively 



• Two of these have been recommended only, but not yet appointed. 

4°5- E 2 
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15. K.— Relatively and absolutely, more pool- children attend this school than any two of 
the ordinary male schools under my superintendence. The monks are very kind to them 
and spare no trouble in trying to get the smartest and best conducted situations m shops, 
stores, and the offices of professional men. 



—Inspections _ - 
Incidental Visits 



1860. ' 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


3 


2 


2 


2 



- No record of them kept. 



*17. The character of the pupils answering, on the occasions of my inspections, was in 

S ““ — OwLg to thfmmiy situations that offer for boys in a large city like Cork, and to the 
number of them which the monks obtain for their best pupils, comparatively few of those 
educated in this school have become teachers. In future this, I expect, will not be the case, 
as the development of the monitorial scheme will retain in this as in other large schools the 
cleverest of the pupils till they become teachers. A boy who had all but completed his 
fourth year’s monitors!® was appointed in February last to be assistant in a suburban 
school ; so well did he answer at the annual examinations of monitors, that I expect he will 
highly distinguish himself at the examination of teachers to be held next Easter, and will 
net two step* at least in promotion. His example lias stimulated the otliei monitors to 
such an extent that some of them, who did not intend to become teachers have changed 
their minds, and are determined to apply for the next vacancy in any of the Co k schools , 
in this way, a very serious defect in these schools will be remedied, namely, by the appoint- 
ment of experienced and suitable assistants in them, instead of the overgrown pupils from 
country schools, who find it difficult to live away from their homes on the salary they 

receive. (signed) Edward Sheehy, District Inspector 

9 June 1864. ( Koman 0,,l ' oEr > 



County Cork, Roll No. 2258. 
Fermoy Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 30 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. Charles Fielding, Fermoy. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for tho 
Y'ear 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels, j 


Third Class, j 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


572 


274 


140 


48 


74 


22 


51 


335 


Average Age - - - 


3-8 


7-7 


10-1 


12-2 


13-1 


7-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Satisfactory. 

1. ( b ). — Of a very fair order. 

3’. The pupils are carefully attended to in the school and playground ; their proficiency 

is fairly in keeping with the requirements of infant schools. 

4 . — or more than one-third. 

6 —ThVchildren of the second class and upwards, are taught needlework m all. its 
branches. Chief attention is given to plain sewing and knitting. Several large orders 
are obtained from England and elsewhere for the ornamental branches. 

8 —in the female and infant schools from 9 till 9J, 11 till 11$, ,12 till 12|, and 2| till 3 
o’clock, upon Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. And m female 
school from 12 till 1*2 i o’clock upon Tuesday. All of which arrangements are strictly 
adhered to. 

9. — Of a tolerably fair character. . , , , ,, 

9 . (5).— Some of them not sufficiently energetic with the classes; they rendei good 
assistance in keeping of the school accounts. 

10.— Strictly 



~ ace in seeping w - 

9. ( c ). — Three hours’ instruction during school hours. 
9. (d ). — Tolerably fair. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WITH THE BOARD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 37 

10. — Strictly observant. 

\\\ _As° an Educational establishment it is one of the best adapted I have met with 
for healthiness, convenience, light, and ventilation. 

11. (c).-£ 1,143. 

13 -5n ‘or °abmit' e 200 U children, who, save through the influence of the ladies of the 
convent, would never have entered a school, have been induced to attend, and thus been 
brought within the sphere of instruction, and many of these have attained to a respectable 

P0 W™Beyond exercising a stimulating influence upon the teachers it lias not affected 
the operation of lay female schools. In this case, as m all such others as have come 
under* my experience, I find that instead of interfering with the usefulness of existing 
Bvst chc/schools, such as Castlelyons, and Bathcormac, and Kilwortli, on the contrary, 
thfeonyent school exercises a salutary influence by infusing amongst the ay teachers a 
laudable rivalry. In all such cases, however, as haye been feebly conducted by mediocre 
teachers, I find the school to go down. 

16 a —Banks fairly with the first-class girls schools. _ 

15 b —There are no infant schools beyond those m connexion with the convents. 

15. c.— There is no sohool within the district in which instruction m music is bo satis- 
factorily carried out. 

15. d. — Of a superior order. 

15. E. — Of a superior order. 

15. E. — Satisfactory. 

15 . g. — M ore strictly observed than some oi them. 

15. H. — Much superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

—Much sunerior. i i I 

1863. 



. K. — Much superior. 
. — Inspections 






1860. 

3 


1861. 

2 


1862. 


Incidental visits 










l 2 



wdwZA of this school, 15 becameNational teachers, II 
5 of them workmistresses, and 50 attained to a respectable position in life, whilst more 
than one-third has attained to a satisfactory degree of education It has to 5 
still continues to afford to the neighboring schools, a profitable example pf how much g 
mav be effected by conscientiously availing themselves of the privileges which the Com- 
missioners pkee within the reach of all. As a means of extending 

masses its influence may be judged of no less from the large number of children in attend 
ance from town as from country, some of whom would otherwise never enter a school, 
thus brino-ing home to the affections of the people the great advantages to te ckrived from 
the National system of education. Of 3,600 pupils who have been educated here, and 
finally left school, more than one-third has attained to a satisfactory degree of education. 

(signed) James MacLochlin, 

Second Class Inspector* 
(Established Church). 



4 June 1864. 



County Cork, Roll No. 5669. 

Gebat Geoege’s-stkeet Lancastebian Monastic National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community :— Presentation Brothers. 
Visited 6 and 7 June 1864.— Manager, Mr. E. P. Townsend, Cork. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 




Number of Pupils present c 


>n Days of Special Inspection in 




Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


817 


307 


180 


44 


34 


36 


18 


312 


Average Age 




7-2 


9 


9-5 


12-2 


13 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ).— There are five brothers and seven monitors (including those recommended for 
appointment) teaching in this school ; this, according to the Board’s Regulations, is inade- 
quate as a teaching power for the average attendance. 

1. (/,).— The superior, who has special charge of the head classes, and general charge ot 

the whole school, is a good science scholar; and the other brothers, who are young and 
zealous, appear to teach their classes very fairly. . 

2. The results of my special inspection of the school, as regards the answering of the 

classes, were, in the main, very fair or good ; there was, however, a deficiency in simple 
rules *of arithmetic exhibited by second class. . 

3. — Judging from the answering of the drafts of first class, which I examined, I consider 
that the infant pupils are, for their grades, as much attended to as the others. 

4 _Of the senior pupils, 13 years of age and higher, that left this school since May 
•1863, and have not returned to it, 7 were in first class, 18 in second, 9 in sequel, 30 in 
third, 9 in fourth, and 13 in fifth; total, 86. The attendance of some of these was very 

5° — Music has not been taught ; but drawing was until lately, and with pretty fair 
success. In geometry, book-keeping, and algebra, the head-class boys are fairly 
advanced. 

7. The poorest children of the city attend this school, and are trained with tolerably 

fair success into habits of order and cleanliness, and their manners too are improved. 

8. — From two to three o’clock on five days of the week is devoted to religious .instruc- 

tion, and the Angelus is said at twelve o’clock. This arrangement is notified on the time- 
table, and strictly adhered to. . , 

9. ( a ), — There are four monitors recognized by the Board m this school, and tne 

appointment of three suitable candidates, selected on account of their superior answering, 
has been recommended. The answering of the seven at my special examination was 
creditable to themselves and the brothers that instruct them, although I went beyond the 
monitor’s programme with them; and each of them had from one to five. large copy-books 
of exercises on grammar, geography, lesson-books, arithmetic, mensuration, algebra, &c., 
which were very well done, and which are a good preparation for the approaching annual 
examination of the monitors of the district. . ■ 

9. (ft). — X ca n speak very highly of their efficiency as junior instructors, both from then- 
method of teaching and examining, and from the answering of the classes assigned to 

9, ( c ). — From nine to ten, and from one to two o’clock, are devoted by one of the 
Brothers to their instruction, and recently they attend from six to eight o’clock in the 
evenings, with the Douglas-street monitors, in order to prepare for the next examination.. 

9. ( f n. — At the examination held in July, the three monitors . that attended from this 
school answered very well; one, indeed, extremely well, for he missed only two questions 
at the oral part. He has since been appointed assistant in one of the Cork schools, and 
gives the teacher over him and the manager great satisfaction. 

10. — The rules of the Board are strictly observed by them. 

11. (a). — This very fair school-house is capable of accommodating 800 pupils, or more 

than double the number in average attendance. . 

11. (ft).— It is healthy on account of its height., area, and arrangements for ventilation, 
and the rooms, which are separated one from another by wooden partitions, glazed in the 
middle, are very convenient for teaching purposes. . . . .... 

11. ( c ). — The estimated expense of building, furnishing, and making alterations in it, is 

2 ,° 00 1 . , _ , _ - , 

12. — There is a very large supply of maps, charts, and apparatus, which, though pur- 
chased at reduced rates, has cost 53 l. ; and there is always a stock of books on hand to 
sell to pupils. 

13. — Very many of those attending this school are boys that from their poverty, would 

either be excluded from ordinary schools, or, if admitted to them, would not receive the 
attention or kindness now bestowed on them by the Presentation Brothers. The ordinary 
teachers, who have to live by their calling, will, no doubt, encourage the attendance of the 
paying pupils, and, perhaps, discourage that of the non-paying pupils; whereajs the con- 
ductors of this school will be better pleased at having it attended by the children of the 
very poor than by those whose parents could afford to pay for them. Considering the 
object of the National Education Grant, I do not know any school that has a higher claim 
on the Commissioners who administer it than this one. _ _ . 

14. — There are no lay male schools for the poor in the part of the city where this is 
situated, so that I cannot say how it affects such schools. 

15. A. — It is at least equal to the ordinary boys’ schools in its efficiency as regards most 

of the branches of the school programme, and is superior to them in the others, such as 
reading, explanation, and geography. 7 

15. b.— Very great care is bestowed on tbe infant pupils by the Brothers and monitors 
over them ; and their proficiency in spelling, reading, meaning of words, easy tables, and 
numeration is as high as that of the younger pupils in ordinary schools. 

15. c.— Music and drawing are not taught, but geometry, book-keeping, and algebra 
are, and with as great success as in the ordinary National schools, under first-class teachers: 

15. D. — None. 
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15. d.— None. 

15. E. and F. — Superior in these respects to the ordinary male schools. 

15. <j. Ar e very faithfully observed; not more so in any other National school. 

15. n. and I. — Excels all the ordinary schools as regards accommodation and supply of 
educational apparatus. 

15. K. — It appears from the large number of poor children -attending it to be more 
attractive to them than the ordinary National schools. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections ---- - 2 | 2 | 2 ] 2 

Incidental visits - - - - | No account of them kept. 

17. — The answering of the pupils at each inspection, as recorded in the Observation- 
books, was, on the whole, very favourable. At one examination of the classes, which was 
public, and which was attended by the Roman Catholic bishop and dean, and some of the 
merchants of Cork, the answering of the head classes in geography, astronomy, pneumatics, 
and mechanics, including the structure of watches, clocks, and flour mills, was very good, 
and appeared to surprise very agreeably those who heard it. The questions had special 
reference to the sheets and models with which the school is provided for illustrating 
these subjects; and the answering of the pupils was therefore the more interesting and 
intelligible. 

18. — Within the last couple of years, three of the monitors of this school have become 
teachers of National schools, two of them in my district, and the third in an adjoining dis- 
trict. One of the first, as I before mentioned, is giving great satisfaction as an assistant, 
and the other, who has charge of a school, has effected great improvement in it, much 
more than had been done by his predecessor,, who had been a pupil-teacher in a model 
school. At his first examination as a teacher he answered so well that he got two steps in 
promotion. 

(signed) Edward Sheehy, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Cork, Roll No. 4572. 
Kinsale Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — -Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 2 and 3 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. John Kelliher, P.P., Kinsale. 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. ! 


S„«l, 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


756 

Average Age 


366 


160 


95 


62 


36 


29 


382 


5-5 


9-5 


10 


12 


14-8 


8-5 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is ample for the attendance. Twenty nuns give instruc- 
tion in the literary subjects only; one only in the industrial branches, and four in both. 
The seven monitresses belonging to the school spend a portion of their time teaching too. 

1. (5). — I believe all the ladies who teach in the school are highly qualified as regards 
acquirements, method of teaching, and skill in organization. The lady who has chief 
charge in the school, and directs the entire education of the pupils, and the training of the 
young nuns, is, perhaps, superior to anyone connected with our Model Schools as a prac- 
tical educationist. 

2 . — Hence it is that the children are well taught, and that their answering has been 
extremely good. The first class spell, read, explain words of lesson, and answer on tables 
and geography very well. Second and higher classes read, write, spell, and answer on 
grammar and geography extremely well ; whilst the highest classes are very smart at com- 
position, history, elementary astronomy, physiology, and electricity. I believe that the 
fifth-class girls and monitresses have a much better knowledge of the last-mentioned sub- 
jects than those ladies who attend the public lectures in Dublin and elsewhere. Indeed 
their answering on electricity at my special examination, astonished a Dublin lady and two 
clergymen who were present ; I could not puzzle them on the history of electricity, 
attraction, repulsion, conductors, non-conductors, electrics, non-electrics, Leyden jar, 

405 . e 4 electrifying 
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electrifying machine, &c. ; they appeared to be quite familiar with the apparatus before 
them, and no doubt, if time permitted, could make simple experiments with it, as on 
different occasions the lady who teaches them showed how they were made. 

3. The infants or children of the first class, as may be inferred from their answering, 

&c., are taught with great care by a couple of the ladies,. who appear to be peculiarly suited 
for instructing them ; they make the children quite easy and happy, at the same time that in a 
gentle manner they correct their faults, and gradually get them into habits of order, regu- 
larity of attendance, and cleanliness. It is very pleasing to see them go through the 
exercises connected with some of the gallery lessons, and to hear them sing the nursery 
rhymes and simple airs they have learned, as all appear to be in earnest about each little 
performance, and to be satisfied if they have an approving word from the nuns or the visitors. 
On the whole, the infant department, on account of the training the children undergo in it, 
and the improvement in spelling, reading, &c., they make there, is a great auxiliary to 
the others. 

4. — With few exceptions, all in first class are very young, and therefore it happens that 
those leaving school finally are in general in the other classes. Of the 31 pupils, 13 years 
of age and above it, that left this school between April 1863 and April 1864, and did not 
return, four were in first class, six in second, nine in sequel, six in third, five in fourth, and 
one in fifth. I should here observe that the very poorest, those that cannot buy books, nor 
get breakfast every day, attend this school, but not regularly, and it is these chiefly who 
are in the lowest books when leaving school. 

5. — Drawing is not taught, but vocal music is, though not very systematically. . The lady 
who teaches it is a very good musician herself, but has not the method of instructing others 
in singing. This defect will soon be remedied, as the nuns are going to get a person who 
is very competent to give lessons in Hullah’s system of vocal music. 

6. — This school excels all the other schools, ordinary, convent, and model, with 
which I am acquainted in its industrial department. In the year 1847, four years 
after the opening of the school, the nuns, anxious to relieve the distress of some 
of their pupils’ parents, and to introduce industrial instruction among the. poorer 
classes, employed persons to teach to their more grown girls, Limerick . point and 
cushion lace making; and the Commissioners, with similar objects in view, paid, a person 
to teach muslin embroidery. Since then, there have been included in the industrial 
instruction, gold and silk embroidery, spinning (hemp and wool), plain and fancy knitting, 
dress and cloak making, shirt making ; wax, paper, and muslin flowers, and liair-work. 
Specimens of the work done in this school were sent to the London, Dublin, and New 
York Exhibitions, and were noticed for their style and finish. A large portion of the 
work was exported to various parts of North America, Australia, Cape of Good Hope, 
England, and Scotland, and private orders were executed for ladies connected with several 
noble families in England and Ireland. Some idea may be formed of the results of this 
experiment when I mention that the sum expended on it between the years 1853 and 1863 
amounted to 10,095/. 13s. 4 \d. 

7. — Besides the industrial training, the pupils undergo an excellent moral and religious 
training. Their habits and manners, from their intercourse with the nuns, become very 
much improved, as may be seen by anyone visiting the school. They are kind and civil 
to one another, respectful and obedient to the nuns, and are clean, tidy, and orderly. 

8. — Religious instruction is given for one hour daily in the school by the ladies in charge 
of it; and though I have never heard the children examined on religious subjects, yet 
from their smartness in other things, and their ready answering in the Scripture History 
Lesson Books, in the Board’s publications, I have no doubt that they are at least as profi- 
cient in religious as in secular branches. 

9. ( a \ — A few of the best pupils have been appointed monitresses, both for the purpose 
of stimulating the others to exertion and of supplying the ordinary schools with excellent 
teachers. Their answering, on the occasion of my special inspection, was equal to that of 
teachers in many things, and superior to it in grammar, geography, and natural philosophy 
lessons of Fifth Book. I am aware, from my ordinary inspections too, that they are ex 
tremely smart in history ; much more so than our highest-class teachers. 

9. (j). — As junior assistants, I have heard them highly spoken of by the ladies under 
whom they teach ; moreover, I can speak from experience of the great efficiency of three 
former monitresses of this school, who have charge of ordinary National schools in my' 
district. 

9. (c). — On five days of the week the monitresses receive instruction from 9 to 10 
o’clock, and 1 to 3 A' o’clock, and on Saturdays for an hour and a-half, on grammar, 
geography, lesson books, arithmetic, composition, & c. ; and once or twice a week they are 
got to write exercises on these subjects, for the purpose of improving them in composition, 
spelling, and writing, and to keep them familiar with what they learn. I need scarcely 
say that by these means they are well qualified for the annual examination of monitresses. 

9. (</). — At the examination held in July 1863, the four monitresses that attended from 
this school answered remarkably well the difficult questions I gave them orally ; out of 31 
rounds, one missed none, another missed but two, and the others missed only three each, 
and their answering at the written part of the examination, as their exercises, which I 
marked, and which were sent to the office, will show, was equally good. 

10 . — The rules of the Board are carried out in this just as in the ordinary National 
schools. 

11. (a). — Eight hundred pupils, or more than double the average attendance, can be 

accommodated 
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accommodated in all the school-rooms, and the health of the girls as well as of the nuns 
have been taken into consideration in their construction. . . , . 

n , b \ Each of them is lofty, lightsome, and well-ventilated ; is comparatively cool in 

warm weather and kept sufficiently heated in cold weather. , _ , 

n ( \ Xhe building and furnishing of this fine school must have cost at least 1,200 /. 

19 The maps, charts, apparatus, and usual requisites purchased since 1858, amount to 

924? Indeed this school has what might be called an educational museum, for the purpose 
of illustrating the lessons given to the pupils ; and here I may remark that constant reference 
is made by the nuns to the charts, prints, cabinets of objects, &c., with which the school 
is provided. I was agreeably surprised to find that girls just commencing the lessons on 
the mineral kingdom in the beginning of fourth book, could answer all the questions I put 
them on a geological chart to which I referred. 

13. — I am fully convinced that more than 100 children of the poorest class attend this 

school that would not attend an ordinary female National School, were it established in 
its place. Under present circumstances, its average attendance varies from 3oO to 400 : 
whereas the combined averages in the two male National Schools, a few yards distant 
from it, fluctuate between 160 and 190. , . . .. 

14. - There is no female National School in the town of Kinsale (or within three miles 

of it) except the convent school. None could compete with it. ■ . c cc • 

15. A.— It far excels all the ordinary girls’ schools of my district in point of efficiency 

and thorough teaching. . . , , .. 

15. b.— M uch superior to any of these schools as regards the training and education Of 

15, c.— Drawing is not taught, and music only indifferently. In the latter respect it is 
inferior to three or four girls’ schools. . . . . T , 

15. D . — No ordinary girls’ school approaches it as regards industrial instruction. -Lne 
specimens of lace (Limerick, point, and cushion), hair work, embroidery and plain work, 
which I saw on the occasion of my special inspection, were admirable. 



L/imeiioiY, puuib, ttubi ——— L “ U — 

occasion of my special inspection, were admirable. 
15. E. — Superior to all. 

15. F. — Ditto. 



i all the ordinary girls’ 



15. F. — JJlttO. 

15. G.— They are as well attended to as m the other schools. 

15 , h. — No ordinary school has as good accommodation. 

15, j, — X think there is as much apparatus in this school as : 
schools of my district. . . , T , i j 

15. K.— The best answer I can give this question is to repeat what I have already 
stated, that its attendance is more than double the combined attendance of the two male 
schools. 



Each inspection lasted on the average 2$ days. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits - 



No account kept of them. 



1862. 

2 



1863.. 

2 



17. — The character of the children’s answering, as recorded in the Observation Book, 

is creditable to the nuns and their pupils. Arithmetic was the only subject in which a 
deficiency was noticed at any time ; but the nuns, anxious to have their school superior in 
every respect, have paid special attention to it. Indeed, I quite forgot m my answer to 
Query No. 2, to state that, at my special inspection of the school, on yesterday and the 
day before, I observed a great improvement in arithmetic. , 

18. — In a preceding part of this report, I have stated that three former monitresses of 
this school have charge of ordinary national schools' in my district. Of these I have been 
able to report most favourably after each inspection of their schools. The same system ot 
thorough teaching prevails in them as does in the Kinsale Convent School, and the children 
appear to have made twice the progress under these teachers that they did under their 
predecessors. One of these teachers I refer to, is trained and in first class. Another is 
in the highest division of third class, which she got a few months after her appointment 
as teacher, on account of her good answering, and the satisfactory state of her school. 
And the third, after only a few months’ monitorship in the convent school, was unanimously 
elected by the Protestant, as well as the Catholic, Poor Law Guardians of _ Kinsale for 
their school. She, as might be naturally expected, got but one step in promotion after her 
first examination as a teacher; nevertheless, she conducts her school extremely well, fai 
better the clerk of the union (who is a Protestant) thinks, than her predecessor. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that this and the other convent schools I superintend, have 
produced the best teachers in my district. 

(signed) Edward Sheeliy, District Inspector 

4 June 1864. ° (Roman Catholic). 



F 
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County Cork, Roll No. 4630, 
Mallow Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — The Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 25 and 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. John McCarthy, p.p., Mallow. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present 


n days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


T ”“- 


303 


234 


82 


42 


94 


62 


S3 


312 


Average Age 






9-5 


10-2 


11*1 


13-9 


10 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a).— Satisfactory. 

j. ( b ). — Of a very fair order. 

2. — Efficient. . 

3 Owino- to the school being at a distance of about one half mile from the centre ot 

Mallow, lire attendance of the greater number of the children is very irregular, more 
especially during the winter season. Notwithstanding this serious drawback, I find the 
progress of the children generally to be, with some few exceptions, very fairly in keeping 
with the requirements of the programme. The system adopted by the ladies of the con- 
vent is well calculated to enlist the children’s affections. 

, • , 1008 

4 .— Nearly one-third, or 



I'.— The'cMctfil'are taught needlework in all its branches. Chief attention is given to 
nlaiii sevvino- and knitting, with favourable results. . . , , .. . , , .. 

P 7_T| 1p n.mils are respectful in demeanour, and distinguishable lor personal habits of 



1 7 -The pupils are respectful in demeanour, ana a.sungu.s .ui 

cleanliness. Though at times I observe a slight tendency towards copying from each other, 

vet they will, most of them, admit the error rather than tell an untruth. 

8 -In the female school, from 10 till 10.5, from IS till 12.5, and from 3.30 to S.IS o clock 
noon Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday ; the advanced classes on Fri- 
day from 1 0* till 10 . 3 d’ o’clock. In the infant school, irom 10.15 till 10.4o, from 12 till 12.5, 
and" from 2.30 to 3 o’clock; all of which arrangements are scrupulously adhered to. 

, render valuable assistance in the working of the school, and also in keeping 

the schoo^a|:onnts. ^ insh . uction in the school, and half hour special instruction. 

9 . (d ). — Of a fair order. 

10. — Strictly observant. 

yi. ( a ).— More than adequate. 

11 . (5). — Healthful and convenient. 

11. (c).— 899/. 14i'. dd. 

12. — Adequate, 169 1. 18.9. 2 d. . , 

13 In or about 80 children, who from poverty and apathy of the parents would never 

have 'entered a school, have, under the persuasive influence of the ladies of the convent, 
who from time to time visit them at their homes, been induced to attend this school, and 

bus hi en brought within the pale of instruction. 01 these, some have attained to the rank 
of paid monitor, and others even that of teacher, whilst many of them have attained to 

respectable semce.^ ^ . a achoo p undel . the national system, was carried 

Mallow under the management of the then parish priest, and which subsequently 
merged into this school. There are no lay female schools within a distance of four miles at 
lpoot from the convent. , , , ... , . . 

, : . Ranks favourably with some of the first-class schools of the district. 

15. B.— There are no infant schools inthis district, save those m connexion with the convent*. 

15 . c.— None taught. 

15 D . — Ample facilities are afforded. 

15 ’ E- Above most of the girls’ schools of the district. 

15. v.— Satisfactory. ... ,. , , 

c More strictly observant than some of the ordinary schools. 

" 15. h. — S uperior. 
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15. h. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. k. — Much superior. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1862. 

3 



1863. 



17. — Favourable. 

18. — Of the pupils who have been educated at this school, 14 became national teachers, 
13 of them paid monitors, four of them work-mistresses, and five of them ordinary teachers ; 
and many have attained to a position in life much beyond their early anticipations. The 
school may be justly regarded as a great boon to the poorer classes of Mallow and its 



vicinity. 

28 May 1864. 



(signed) James Mac Lochlin, 2d Class Inspector. 

(Established Church.) 



County Cork, Roll No. 512. 
Midleton Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 27 and 30 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. John Fitzpatrick, Middleton. 



K So, 

“srr , 

the Year 1 8b3. L y 




Number of Pupils present c 


in days of Spectal Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class. 


| Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


834 502 


133 


115 


100 


39 1 


67 


460* 


Average Age ... 


G-2 


9-8 


11-4 


11 -4 


15 

! 


10 



* The attendance was unusually small, as the day previous was a Roman Catholic holiday, and the day following a 
Saturday. 



Answer to Queries. 

1. (o). — Thirty of the nuns teach in this school. Five give instruction in the industrial 
branches, and 25 in the literary. Besides there are eight monitresses, who, after being 
taught themselves, assist in teaching the pupils. I need scarcely say that even with so 
large an average attendance as this school commands, the teaching power is quite adequate. 

1. (5). — The ladies in charge of this school have been educated in the most respectable 
convent and private schools, and after their reception have been trained up inside the con- 
vent in school management and class-teaching by the older and more experienced members 
of the community. They have been obliged to study not alone the Board’s publications, 
but other educational works, of which there is a good supply in the convent. And before 
they get charge of classes suited to their respective capacities, the}' are instructed both by 
precept and example, as to the method of teaching their classes. 

2. — Trained up in this way, they assist in conducting the school with the greatest success, 
as the highly satisfactory answering of the pupils fully attests. The reading, spelling, ex- 
planation, and writing of the children, are very good, and their answering on grammar, 
geography, and elementary astronomy (in the case of head class) is most creditable, whilst 
their proficiency in dictation and arithmetic is very superior. 

3. — For their grade in the school classification, the infant pupils acquitted themselves at 
my special and ordinary examinations, as well as those in the higher classes, and for the 
simple reason that the nuns are as attentive to them as they are to the oldest and most 
grown of the girls. Indeed, it is due to the ladies to state that their relation towards the 
girls in general, and to the infants in particular, is quite parental. Nor does this connexion 
cease on the pupils finally leaving the school, for they come regularly to visit the nuns, and 
commmunicate with them on the advisability of any step in life which they contemplate 
taking. I need hardly say that physical punishment is never resorted to in convent schools, 
order and discipline in them being maintained by moral persuasion and tact in governing 
the youthful mind. 

4- — From the average ages given, it will be seen that all (with a few exceptions) 14 years 
or more are in the fourth class, and therefore that all leaving school at that age are in 
third and fourth classes. 

5 - — Drawing has not been taught in this school ; but some 10 or 11 months ago Hullah’s 

405. “ f 2 system 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




44 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 

system of vocal music was introduced by Miss E. M'Kenna, who is paid by the Board for 
teaching singing in the national schools in and about Cork. She gives one lesson, a week 
to the senior girls, and a few of the nuns give two lessons. Considering that in a country 
town like Middleton there are few opportunities for girls hearing good music, the pupils of 
the singing class have made very good progress. They answer very well on scales, notes, 
intervals time, &c., and can sol-fa and sing in parts most of the pieces in Ilullah’s Manual. 

j n t] ie needlework (plain and fancy) the girls of the school have attained- the highest 

skill and proficiency, in proof of which I mention, that the nuns who superintend and direct 
it have received orders at various times from the Countess of Shannon, Countess of Cork, 
Lady Fermoy, the late Mrs. Brady (wife of the Lord Chancellor), the Hon. Mrs. Co). 
Westenra &c. : the last named lady was so much pleased with the style of the work, that 
she eot orders from her friends for over 1,000/. worth. The specimens of plain work, em- 
broidery, and Berlin work which I saw on the occasion of my special inspection of the 
school were of the most exquisite kind, some excelling Frenc h work, and ethers strongly 
reminding one of the famous Gobelin manufactures. The annual profits arising from the 
sale of the work done in the school amounted to 500 /., but now, owing to the introduction 
of sewing machines, they seldom exceed 100 l. 

7. — The moral training of the children, as seen in their manner and habits, is very satis- 
factory. Order, cleanliness, obedience to orders, and kindness towards one another on the 
part of the children are enforced by the nuns. Indeed the moral and religious education 
in convent schools excels, I might say, without exception, that afforded by other schools. 

8 . Whilst complying with the Board’s rules with regard to the number of hours to be 

devoted to secular instruction, the nuns spend a considerable time in giving religious 
instruction every day, and thus produce those satisfactory results to which I have just referred. 

9. (a). — I cannot speak too highly of the acquirements of the monitresses of this school. 
They read amirably, parse prose and poetry with correctness and intelligence. Can work 
difficult questions, not alone in simple and compound rules of arithmetic, but also in propor- 
tion, fractions, decimals, practice, interest, profit and loss, partnership, discount, Sec. ; have 
a very fair knowledge of the Board’s lesson books ; answer well on local and mathematical 
geography; and are familiar with the rules of spelling, and with the Latin and Greek 
roots, from which we derive a large number of English words. 

9, (&). Each has charge of a class, to which she teaches all the subjects prescribed in 

the Board’s programme for that class. And here I am bound to say, that from their method 
of teaching and examining, as well as from the answering of the pupils of the respective 
classes, I have every reason to believe that their future career as teachers under the Board, 
will be as successful at least as that of the other six monitresses of this school, who, within the 
last three or four years have distinguished themselves by their answering at the public ex- 
aminations of teachers, and their efficiency in the schools to which they have been appointed. 

9. ( c ). — The monitresses are taught by one of the nuns from 8f to 10£ o’clock every 
morning, and on Saturday they are examined (in writing) on the subjects they go over 
durin" the preceding five clays. Their answers are marked and preserved for my inspec- 
tion, so that I may know the rate of progress from one visit to another. Of their exercises, 
I am able to report very favourably as regards quantity and quality, ancl can state that 
the monitresses appear to be familiar with the subjects to which they refer. 

9. (^). — It is therefore only reasonable to expect that their answering at the annual 
examination of monitresses should be very superior, as it indeed has been. At the last 
examination held in July 1863, three of the four monitresses from this school, who attended 
it, did not miss a single question out of 31 rounds given at the oral part, and the other 
missed but two, although the questions I gave on the occasion were as difficult as those 
I am accustomed to give the teachers at their yearly examination. In fact, their answering 
was as good as that of first-class teachers. In my report for 1863, I gave a table showing 
the results of the female teachers’ examination held by the head inspector and myself in 
January last, from which it appears that a former monitress of this school, who had just 
been eight months in charge of the Carrigtuohill Female National School, answered better 
than any of the other 17 teachers examined with her, though several of these latter were 
trained by the Professors within the last few years, and though some, from length of service, 
8cc., were aspiring to first-class. 

10. — The rules of the Board are carefully observed in this school, and the division of 
time laid down in the time table is strictly adhered to. I think this circumstance in it3elf, 
irrespective of the great good done by the school, ought to be sufficient to warrant the 
Commissioners in continuing their grant to the school. Were the managers of the Church 
Education Schools to comply with the conditions presciibed by the Board as to secular and 
religious instruction, I have no doubt that they would obtain a grant for their schools too. 

11. (a.) — The school-house is a large splendid building, has two storeys, and contains six 
rooms, each of which is well lighted and ventilated, and is kept neat and orderly. The six 
can accommodate 930 pupils, or 400 more than the average attendance. 

11. (c). — The building and furnishing cost 1,200/. 

12. — There is an ample supply of about 40 /. worth, including 13/. worth presented by 
that truly benevolent gentleman, Vere Foster, Esq. 

13. — The poor as well as the respectable children of Middleton, and of the country for 
three or four miles round it, atiend this school, otherwise the average would not be so large 
as it has been. In the two male national schools, which are quite convenient to the con- 
vent school, and which are under a very active and zealous manager, their combined 
averages do not come within 300 of the average attendance of this school, whereas in 

Carrigtuohill 
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Carrigtuchil), the next town to Middleton, the attendance in the male national school is 
much larger than in the female, thus showing that convent schools bring a larger number, 
and chiefly of the poorer classes under the influence of education, than other schools do. 
Indeed I should mention that girls come seven or eight miles by railway to the Middleton 
Convent School. 

14 . Xhe popularity of this school is so great that a couple of attempts to establish 

female schools in Middleton for the respectable children were unsuccessful, even though 
some of ihe Roman Catholic clergy were favourable to them. 

I believe myself that the success achieved by the school is owing entirely to the efforts 
of the nuns in tryin°- to improve their pupils, and that no external influence has been used 
to increase their number. 

15 . A . In reading, writing, dictation, grammar, geography, and explanation it is superior 

to them, but in arithmetic a few equal it. 

15. b. — It excels them all. 

15. c.— Drawing, as I before mentioned, is not taught in it, but in singing it is excelled 
by one only of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. d.— Infinitely superior to them in this respect. 

15. e. — Superior to all of them. 

15. f. — D itto. 

15. g. — Just the same as in the other schools. 

15 . h. — Much better than in the other girls’ schools. The rooms are lofty, lightsome, 
airy, and are extremely clean, neat, and orderly. 

15. i.— There is a much larger supply in this than in the ordinary schools. 

1 5 . k. — N o better evidence could be adduced of the attractive influence of the school 
than the extremely large number of pupils attending it. 



1 1860. | 


1861. 


1862. 


16 . — Inspections * 2 




2 


(Each of these inspections 


l 2 




lasted in general 2 days.) 






Incidental visits - - - , I kept no account of 


these visits. 



17 . — The observations, as might be naturally expected from what I have stated in the 
other pages of this report, were very favourable, and the hints thrown out from time to 
time as to the method of teaching particular subjects were carefully attended to. So far 
from considering the inspection of the school an annoyance, I have to assure the Commis- 
sioners that the nuns would be only too happy to have their pupils examined more fre- 
quently than they have been. 

18 . — Were it not for this school several of the ordinary female schools of my district 
would be very ill off for competent teachers. Not to mention the many teachers appointed 
from this school before it came under my superintendence, I am able to state, of my own: 
knowledge, that within the last three or four years six of my best teachers were appointed 
from among its monitresses. All of these conduct their schools to the entire satisfaction of 
their managers and myself, and all obtained first division of third class at their first exami- 
nation as teachers, which is the highest class, under the circumstances, they could get. If 
their answering alone, irrespective of their short time under the Board, were to determine 
their class, some should get first class and the others second. One of these now teaches in 
the Dunmanway Model School. 

(signed) Edioard Sheehy, District Inspector. 

1 June 1864 . (Roman Catholic.) 



County Cork, Roll No. 2278. 
Mill-street Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation. 

Visited 25 and 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. John Doherty, Mill-street, Cork. 



Number of Pupils Present on days of Special Inspection ir 



Distinct Pupils 1 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Average 

Attendance 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


i Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 1 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 1 


M. 


F. ! 


M. 


F. 


446 


201 


36 


55 


5 


42 


3 


45 


- 


10 


- 


5 


44 


157 


Average Age 


5-6 


5-0 


6-2 


9-5 


8-6 


11-5 


- 


14-7 


' 


16 


6 


91 
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Answers to Queries. 

1 . /a ), — Hardly adequate. Of the seven nulls that form the community, four only are 
generally available ; others incapacitated from age and delicate health. 

1 . (b). Acquirements respectable. Method fair. Organizing skill only moderate. 

2. — Course of instruction as regards the senior classes satisfactory; as regards the junior 
only moderate. 

3 . — Infant pupils are treated with much kindness, and the discipline is very fair ; instruc- 
tion somewhat defective. 

4. — From January. 1857 to January 1864, 799 pupils or thereabouts (ascertained from a 
minute examination of school register), finally ceased to attend the school. Of these — 

133 were in 3d book of lessons. 

1 9 were in 4th book of lessons. 

20 were in 5th book of lessons. 

172. Proportion per cent, that attained satisfactory degree of education, 21*5. 

5. — None ; not taught to any appreciable extent. Some of the pupils learn some airs by ear. 

(i. — Proficiency of the pupils very fair. Amount of work sold for last five years, 

20 l. ns. 4 d., besides a considerable quantity of work done for the use of the pupils them- 
selves. 

7. — Satisfactory. Pupils are orderly, well-conducted, and cleanly in person and dress. 

8. — Religious instruction is given each day (except Saturday) from 2 o’clock to 3 o’clock, 
and from 12 o’clock to 12.30 o’clock. On ordinary occasions the religious exercises last only 
five or six minutes at 12 o’clock. On Saturday religious instruction is given from 10 to 
11 o’clock. These arrangements are specified on time-table, and observed. 

9. (a). — Two monitors now employed ; there were four up to March 1864. Their 
acquirements are good. 

9. (b). — Satisfactory. 

9. (c). — They are usually taught from 9 o’clock to 10 o’clock, also during a part of school 
hours, and again for one hour when the school business is finished. 

9. {d). — Satisfactory. Premiums have been awarded to the nuns for their respectable 
answering. 

10. — So far as 1 can ascertain, the Board’s rules are observed. 

11. (a). — Quite sufficient. Amount of accommodation in three class-rooms (2,001 feet); 
would give for the present attendance 10 square feet for each pupil. 

11. (&). — Very satisfactory. 

11 . (c). — Cannot now be ascertained. Originally built by Right Rev. Dr. Egan, Roman 
Catholic Bishop ; afterwards fitted up by the nuns at an expenditure of 70 l. 

12 . — Very good supply. The yearly average expense since 1858 amounts to 8 /. 13 s. 11 d. 

13. — Scarcely any appreciable effect at present, beyond the fact of all being taught free; 
and the ladies of the convent occasionally distributing food and clothing. 

14. — This school has had little or no effect on the lay female schools (none within three 
miles); it was established in 1840 under the Board ; and at that time there were no female 
national schools in the immediate or adjacent localities. 

15. a, — 1 think the course of instruction in this school is superior to that of a third class 
ordinary female school ; equal to a good second class ordinary female school, and inferior 
to a first class ordinary female school. 

15. b. — E qual to a first-class school as to care and management of pupils. Somewhat 
inferior to a first, or second class as regards instruction. 

15. c. — Superior in this respect to most ordinary national schools, some of the pupils 
being taught vocal music by ear. No other branches (extra) taught. 

15. d. — G enerally superior. 

15. e. — S uperior. 

15. f. — S uperior. 

15. g.— -H ardly equal. 

15. h. — S uperior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. k. — E qual. 

! 1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16 . — Inspections - ! 3 3 2 ~ 3 

Incidental visits - - - I - -- - 1 — 

17. — Generally favourable. 

18. — I. The effect of this convent school on the education of ihe district, though limited 
in extent at present, is on the whole favourable. I am inclined to this opinion for the fol- 
-lowing reasons : Some of the more advanced pupils of the neighbouring national schools 
are sent here to improve their manners and complete their education. A fair proportion of 
the pupils who received, at least, a part of their education at this school, have become 
teachers or governesses in this or other districts ; and some have become nuns.* 

II. As 




* List prepared by Nuns for Inspector. 

Teachers from convent school ----- 28 



Governesses - - - - - - -. _..r . .8 

Nuns - - - - - - -18 
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II. As regards its effect on education, as conducted on the system of the National 
Board, I look on it as unfavourable. Being a convent school, it is practically exclusive, or 
sectarian in its character, and therefore cannot exhibit mixed education. Again, the ladies 
of the convent, though possessing respectable acquirements and superior manners, have not 
been classed at examinations or trained in any model school (one excepted, who has been 
trained), and hence they cannot be expected to exhibit the most successful methods of 
teaching. Furthermore, convent schools, in whatever town they are established, generally 
absorb all the other female national schools. The clergy of the Roman Catholic Church, 
believing that nuns are better qualified than ordinary teachers to impart a moral and reli- 
gious education, are naturally anxious to establish them. A convent school will be opened 
in Macroom during the present summer, and another is in course of erection in Knnturk. 
When these schools are opened, the existing national schools will, as a matter of course, be 
discontinued. 

(signed) Thomas K. Strong , District Inspector. 

31 May 1864. (E. C.) 



County Cork, Roll No. 8414. 

Passage West Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. William O’Connor, Passage West. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Yearl863. 


Number of l’upils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. | Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


114 


38 


34 i 15 


- 




’ 


49 


Average Age ... 


5-5 8 


- 






5 9 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is adequate to the attendance. One of the nuns attends 
from ten to three o’clock, and tw o others for an hour or two daily. A smart and zealous 
monitress assists too in teaching the children, when not under instruction herself. 

1. (5). — The ladies now in charge of the school seem to be fully qualified for discharging- 
all the duties connected with it. They teach very weli, and I have no doubt will shortly 
improve the school very much, and increase the attendance considerably. 

2. — The results of my special examination of the pupils were very fair, except as regards 
arithmetic, in which 2d class children were backward. 

3. — The pupils are, with a few exceptions, very young, and are chiefly of the poorest 
class. Nevertheless, they are made to come clean and tidy, and are trained into habits of 
order and obedience by the nuns, who take very great care of them. 

4. — This being an infant school, none remain in it till ihey get into the higher class 
books, but are drafted to the Female National School, which is convenient to it, as soon as 
they are advanced in 2d Book. 

5- — Drawing is not taught, but singing by ear is, and with very great success, by one of 
the nuns, who accompanies the children on a harmonium ; and also by the monitress, who is 
a pupil of Miss M'Kenna’s Saturday class. 

6 - — There is no industrial branch taught on account of the tender age of the pupils. 

7. — -The children, as I have already stated, appear to have improved in their habits, and 
in their manners too, although at the opening of the school, a few years ago, one would 
hardly expect, from their wildness, that they would become docile and tractable. 

8. 1 lie arrangements for religious instruction, which are fully observed and marked on 
time-table, are, that from 12.45 to 1.30 o'clock is devoted to it in the school room. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitress are very respectable, and are at least equal to 
those of 3d class teachers. 

9. (5). — Her efficiency in the school has been very fair. During the illness of the nuns 
who last had charge of it, she was obliged to teach all the classes ; in fact, to conduct the 
school herself. 

405. p 4 9, (c). — She 
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9. (A— She is taught from 10 to 11 o’clock daily by one of the nuns, whilst two others 
are instructing the children ; and occasionally she writes exercises on the subjects piescnbed 
for her. so as to prepare her for her yearly examination. , 

V (i).-At the lit of these examinations, held in July 1863, she answered very we la 
the written part, and exc eedingly well at the oral part, miss.ng only three out of 31 rounds 

ot are ol)sel . ve( j by the nuns, as well as they are by the teachers of 

th lL d (°>— ' rS°school h rooni is capable of accommodating 115 pupils, or nearly three times 
the number in daily attendance. , , . . , A ■ r • i. 

11 . (i) —The school room is high and airy, and attached to it is a play ground, in which 
the children recreate themselves in the middle of the day. 

11. (A — The building and furnishing of the school, the manager told me, cost 1401. 
I’l.iltis veiy well supplied with charts, maps, cabinet of objects, &c„ which were given 

11 f 13.— A toferrambeTo^chiidren attend this and the Passage West Female School than 
used to aitend the latter before the former was established, lhe gam m the nnmber ot 
national school pupils has been about 18, and would hate been consideiably larger if the 
ladies who had charge until lately were more experienced in school management , under the 
present nuns, I expect a considerable increase. — . „ , Q „. i 

14. — It has taken the young children from the Passage West Female School, and has 
relieved tile t, acher of it of the very great trouble she had in trying to keep them quiet and 
orderly. It was the manager’s wisli that the infants should attend this convent school, 

and the older girls the Female National School. , , . , f 

15. A.— In the ordinary school branches, its efficiency does not rank h.ghei than that ot 
^ 15 “ m— Th^nuns are very kind to the children, and take more care of them than the 

teachers of ordinary schools do of their infant pupils. n , i, 

15 . c.— The singing, as I have already mentioned, is very successfully tan ht, much 
more so than (with a few exceptions) it is in girls’ schools ; but drawing is not taught_to 

15. D.— Neither is there any instruction in needlework given, as the children are too 

y ° 1 5 S ' b. — T he moral and religious training of the children is better than in ordinary female 
schools, as it is a matter of primary importance with the nuns. 

15 . g— T he°rules of the Board are just as well attended to as in the common national 

15 . H , — As regards school room accommodation and supply of educational apparatus, 
it is superior to nearly all of them. 

is! K.— Thf cheerfulness of the school, the quiet and kindly disposition of the nuns, and 
the confidence which the parents repose in them, are the chief features of attraction to the 
children of the poor, ]860 1861 . , 1862 . I isas! 

Its. — Inspections- - -| Opened in the end 12 2 13 

I of this year. \ I I 

■ Incidental visits - - | There is no record of them. 

17 — The answering of the pupils at the various inspections was, on the whole, pretty 
fair : at last inspection it was inferior to that of ordinary schools, owing, in a great measure, 

to the absence of the nuns for several weeks, on account of illness. 

18 —This conve nt school has been more ri cently established than any of the ethers in my 
district, and is under a community which is very small, and which has many othei charitable 
duties to discharge besides instructing the poor and the ignorant; hence it is that i have 
not been able to report os favourably of ii as I have of them ; however, I expect that when 
the convent buildings shall have been finished, and the nnns increased in number, the school 
will be greatly improved, and will command double its present attendance without interfer- 
■mw with the Passage West Female National School.. Indeed I perceived at m, special 
inspection, veiy lair progress on the part of the pupils, though the last and the least satis- 
factory of my ordinary inspections took place only a few weeks before it. 

Edward Slieehy, District Inspector. 

June 1864. ( Koman Catholic ') 
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County Cork, Roll No. 6376. 
Queenstown Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 25 and 31 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. James Rice, Queenstown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 


i Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present i 


an Days of Special Inspection in 




Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


781 


345 


134 


109 


105 


49 


27 


424 


Average Age 




6-6 


9o 


11-1 


12-0 


14-3 


90 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Adequate. Ten of the nuns teach during the school hours ; and five very good 

monitresses, until lately, and three up to the present time, have assisted them* for about 
three hours a day. 

1. (6).— Judging from the answering of the children, which was very good, and from the 
nuns’ meihod of teaching, which is judicious and skilful, I consider the latter very compe- 
tent to instruct the classes in the subjects prescribed for them. 

2. — The results ofmy_special examination, like those ofmy ordinary examinations, were 
in general very good. The reading of the classes was good ; writing extremely good, and 
neat; spelling, explanation, grammar, and geography very fair or good; and arithmetic 
very fair in some classes, and good in others. 

3. — The infant pupils are as carefully attended to as the other, and for their years evince 
considerable proficiency. For want of a gallery the infant-school system is not fully carried 
out. 

4. — Since April 1863, 44 girls of the age of 14 years, and higher, left the school and did 
not return; three of these were in second class, 17 in sequel, 12 in third, and 12 in 
fourth. 

5. — Hullah’s system of vocal music was introduced a few years ago by Miss M‘Kenna, 
who is paid by the Board for teaching it. The progress made by the pupils and moni- 
tresses since lias been very satisfactory. Two of the latter, and a large number of the 
former, can answer very fairly in Hullah’s Manual, and can sing very well, not only the 
solfeggi and songs (in parts) which it contains, but also glees, madrigals, and Irish 
melodies, arranged for their voices. 

6. — The more advanced girls are taught knitting, and different kinds of plain work, such 
as shirtmaking, dressmaking, and patchwork. The specimens I saw with them appeared 
to be very well done. 

7. — The habits and manners of the girls attending this school have, no doubt, been very 
much improved by the example and suggestions of the ladies placed over them. The 
former are neat, clean, tidy, and very orderly, and obey with great alacrity the orders of 
the latter. 

8. — From two to three o’clock on Monday, Wednesday, and Fiiday, and from llg to 
12£ o’clock on the other days, are devoted to religious instruction. These hours are 
marked on the time-table of the school, and are the ones which, for some time, have been 
the most convenient for religious instruction. This arrangement is fully observed. 

9. (a). — At my special inspection the monitresses answered, as usual, exiremely well, as 
well, indeed, as second or first class teachers. Their exercises on various subjects (such 
as grammar, geography, lesson-books, arithmetic, &c.) were very good, and exceedingly 
clean and neat. I did not see any maps with them this time; but, at many of my former 
inspections they had a good many, which, as the Commissioners must have perceived from 
the specimens sent to the office, were executed with the greatest taste and correctness. 

9. ( b ). — I examined some of the classes taught by the monitresses, and heard themselves 
question on a few subjects; and my opinion is, that they are as efficient and as skilful as 
teachers getting three times their salary from the Board. 

9. (c). — They get special instruction in the morning, from 9£ to 10 ^ o’clock, and on 
Saturday they spend three hours writing these exercises, above referred to. As in the other 
convent schools, their exercises are marked by the nuns, and are preserved for my in- 
spection. 

9. (d). — At the last annual examination of paid monitresses, the four from this school 
acquitted themselves most satisfactorily; three missed but one question each, and the other 

405. G missed 
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missed none out of 31 rounds given at the oral part. Scarcely a teacher in my district 
would answer as well as they did. 

10 . — They are very well observed in this school. 

11 . ( a ) -The accommodation is not sufficient in this school for the number attending, 
it but is to be enlarged this year. 

11 . (£). — The schoolrooms are, however, very healthy, as they are clean, High, well 
lighted, and well ventilated — a model in these respects for other schools. 

U, ( c ). — The expense incurred in the building and furnishing of the school-house is 
estimated at 500 l., and as much more is about being laid out in enlarging it. 

]2.— The school is well supplied with maps, charts, black-boards, tablets, &c., and the 
children are provided with books, and those writing with paper. During the last six years 
1*22 l. 15 s. 4 d. worth was procured from the Apparatus and Look Departments. 

~13 —Most of the children attending this school are of the poorest class, in fact those for 
whom the national 'system was chiefly intended, and yet they are made to come clean and 
tidy, and to be very orderly in class. . 

14 . — There is no ordinary female school in Queenstown which it can affect, nor has there 

been once since 1850. Curiously enough, the average attendance in this school during the 
year 1863, and the combined averages of the two male schools (within a few perches of it) 
for the same year, were precisely equal. This, however, would not be the case if the nuns 
had nearly the accommodation for the children that there is in the male school, as they weie 
obliged to refuse admission to several. 1 have no doubt that, when the school shall have 
been enlarged, 200 more of girls than boys will be found in the Queenstown National 
Schools. , 

15 . a. — I n reading and writing, this school excels the ordinary national schools under 

first-class teachers, and in the other branches it equals them. 

15 . b. — M ore care is bestowed on the moral and intellectual training of the infant pupils 
than in the ordinary girl’s schools. 

15 , c.— 'Owing to the zealous co-operation of the nuns, Miss McKenna has been enabled 
to produce the most satisfactory results as regards vocal music in this school. One of the 
monitresses, who was partly taught by the nuns and partly by Miss M'Kenna, got up a 
singing class of her own in the second and sequel book school, and taught it almost as well 
as Miss M‘Iienna herself; and another, instructed in the same way, gave a repetition of 
Miss M'Kenna’s weeklv lesson. Both of these monitresses are well qualified to teach Hullah’s 
system of vocal music" in any national school to which they may be appointed. Drawing 
of maps'll as been taught bv the nuns, with the greatest success, to the monitresses and 
some of the girls in head" class. As regaids these two branches, but particularly the 
former, this school is superior to ihe ordinary female national schools. 

15 . d. — I ndustrial instruction is receiving as much attention in this as in the ordinary 
schools, and will receive much more when the school is enlarged. 

15. li. — Superior lo that in the other schools. 

15. f. — D itto. 

15 . G . — The Board’s rules are as well observed in this as in any national school. 

15. h. — The accommodation, as before-mentioned, is inadequate to the attendance ; but 
this defect will soon be remedied, in the enlarging of the school. 

15 . !. — It i s better supplied with apparatus than are the ordinary schools. 

15. k. — T he nuns, by their manner, their kindness, and their zeal for the improvement 
of the pupils, have produced a great desire on the part of the parents to send their children 
to this school. Next year, when there will be accommodation, the attendance I have no 
doubt will rise to 600. 

j 1860. j 1861. | 1862. j 1863. 

16. — Inspections - 2 i 3 3 3 

Incidental visits - - -( - No account kept of them. 

17 . — The general character of the results of each examination, as recorded in the Observa- 
tion Book of the school, has been satisfactory. 

18 . — There is no doubt that this convent school has improved the education of the people 
of Queenstown, and has brought within its walls a much larger number than could be got to 
attend an ordinary girls’ school, were one established in its place. A monitress who had 
served her apprenticeship in this school, has now the principal charge of the Cork Union 
National School, which she conducts to my entire satisfaction. At each of her examina- 
tions since she became a teacher she has got two steps of promotion, on account of her effi- 
ciency in her school, and her clever and intelligent answering. And there are two others, 
who have just completed their fifth year’s monitorship, that are fully qualified in every re- 
spect to have charge of the highest and most important school under the Board. So anxious 
is the manager to retain their services, and to avail himself of their musical qualifications in his 
chapel on Sundays, &c.., that he is going to build a female school a few miles east of Queen- 
town, to which he intends appointing them as teachers. For my part, I can only say that 
so satisfied am I as to their qualifications, that were the best schools in my district vacant, I 
should not hesitate one moment in recommending them for them. 

(signed) Edward Sheeliy , District Inspector. 

8 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 
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County Cork, Roll No. 6153. 

St. Finbar’s Content National 1 ; School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Nuns. 



Visited 7, 8 and 9 June 1864. — Manager, Very Rev. Dean Murphy, Cork. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

tbe Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


2,575 


603 i 


434 


91 


i 104 


81 


120 


830 

- 


Average Age 


5-4 


9-2 


10-5 


12-8 


19-9 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

l. (a ). — Twenty nuns teach during the school hours, and 2 others occasionally, and 
eight monitresses assist from 10i lo 3 o’clock each day. I need scarcely state there- 
fore, that the teaching power is adequate to the attendance. 

1. (5). — Nearly all the ladies that teach were educated in the best Catholic schools. 
One, however, was educated in a national school, another in a convent national school, and 
a third was teaching in a national school. The last but one referred to is the best infant- 
school teacher I have ever met. 

2. — The results of my special examination, which extended over three days, were in gene- 
ral very fair or good, and the junior classes for their grades answered quite as well as the 
senior. 

3. — Indeed, the infant school is quite a model school in its way. I never saw such order, 
such precision in their gallery exercises, and altogether such training of young children as 
I witnessed in it, although the room is quite too small for the number attending. They 
sing a variety of school-songs in good time, and with great earnestness; and they answer 
extremely well in natural history prints, geography, ball-frame exercises (including addition 
and multiplication table), numeration of even hundreds of thousands, and in addition. 

4. — Of the 115 girls 13 years of age and higher that have left school since June 1863 
and did not return, 13 were in first class, 10 in second, eight in sequel, 31 in third, and 
53 in fourth. 

6. — Music is taught for two hours every week by Miss M c Kenna, and with very good 
results. The monitresses and their class-girls sing glees, rounds, Irish melodies, &c./ in 
parts, with great taste and correctness. 

6. — Plain work is taught to the girls of the advanced classes for about one hour every 
day. The specimens of it that I saw in their hands appear to be very well done. 

7. — Great care is bestowed on the moral training of the pupils, not alone in their conduct 
in school, but their demeanour in the street, if reported unfavourably of, is commeirted upon 
by the nuns. Order and cleanliness are strictly enforced. 

8. — Religious instruction is given by the nuns in the school-rooms from 11.5 to 12.5 and 
from 2.10 to 2.30 as well, on five days. This arrangement is notified on the time-table, and is 
strictly adhered to. 

9. (a). — At my special inspection the monitresses did not answer as well on mathematical 
geography, and some of the rules of arithmetic, as they did on other occasions. However, 
their attainments are much higher than what is required by the Board’s programme. 

9. (5). — As junior instructors they are very good ; they prepare the lessons they have to 
teach, can answer well in them themselves, and teach them with considerable skill and effect. 

9. (c). — They are instructed by one of the nuns from 9.30 to 10.25 o’clock on five days, 
and from 10 to 12 on Saturday. After getting half-a-dozen lessons on the subject of 
grammar, geography, lesson-books, arithmetic, &e., they are required to answer, in writing, 
a series of questions in them in order to test their progress, and to prepare them for the 
written portion of their annual examination. I have seen their exercises, and have been 
pleased with the careful manner in which they are written out, and with the style of the 
answering. 

9. (d ). — The results of the last annual examination, held in July 1863, were very good, 
both as regards the written and oral. 

405. <* 2 10. — The 
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10 .— The Board’s rules are carefully attended to. ...... , , „„„ 

t a \ The seven school-rooms can accommodate 720 pupils, which is much target 

than the average attendance, but not so large as the attendance on some days. 

I , Xlie rooms are all convenient and healthy, and they are well lighted and venti- 

lated! The infant school is rather crowded, but a larger one will soon be provided. 

,1 — The estimate of the expense of building and furnishing the school is 3,3001. 

12 .— There is a good supply of maps, charts, ball-frames, black-boards, books, fee. the 

amount purchased since 1860 is 571. 2s. , , , ,, 

13 —The school is attended by children who are notable to pay school-fees, and by some 
who can, but who are not asked for any. No doubt many of the former class attend this 
school that would not attend an ordinary national school ; and as several of these are obliged 
to act as messengers and do other things to support themselves, their attendance is irregular 

andUmi progresSjSlow.v^s ^ ; D j ures tlw gg, Peter and Paul Female 1 and 2 National 
Schools • for if the parents of the pupils find that their children are not advancing, they 
change them from the latter to the former, as they did when these schools were not as well 
conducted as they are now; and this stimulates the teacher to greater exertion, m order to 
retain her pupils, particularly wheu they pay school-fees. 

,5 A — I believe the school, ill point of efficiency, is above the average of m'hnsry 
national schools. The reading, grammar, geography, and writing are superior, and the 

arithmetic perhaps equal to what is to be met with in them. 

15 . m— As to the care of the infant pupils, tills school is greatly superior to any ot them. 
15- c , In singing, too, the girls of head class and monitresses excel those of the ordinary 

SCh /f D . Needlework is taught as well as in any of them, and, with a few exceptions, t6 

as large a proportion of the gross attendance. 

15 . e.— Superior to any of them in these respects. 

II' g— T hey are quite as well observed in this school as in any other national school. 

15 ‘ i, —At. some periods, even at the present time, the accommodation is not adequate to 
the attendance, but the manager intends enlarging the school this year. In this respect it is 
inferior to most of the ordinary schools of my district. . 

j.. It is, with a couple of exceptions, better supplied with apparatus than they aie. 

15 ‘ k The moral training of the school, the attention to cleanliness and tidiness, the 

care bestowed on the religious instruction of the pupils, and the progress in literary sub- 
jects are, I believe, the great features of attraction in this convent school, and are the cause 
of the large attendance. 

I860. | 1861. 1862. 1863. 



16. — Inspections 



Incidental visits - - - | There has been no account kept of them. 

17. — The record of the pupils' answering at each inspection was ill general of a favourable 
character, and indicated continued progress, and that of the order, discipline, cleanliness, 

supply of books, and industrial instruction was very satisfactory. 

18. — 1 have often spoken to teachers about the excellence of the infant department of 
this school, and got some who were just appointed to schools to visit it, and learn practically 
the best method of maintaining order and discipline even amongst the youngest children, and 
of teaching tables, numeration, simple rules of arithmetic, geography, and reading to them. In 
this wav it has operated beneficially on other schools ; besides, it has supplied in a few years 
from among its monitresses four good teachers. Three of them are in the first division of the 
third class which two of them got at their first examination; and the fourth, who has not 
been examined yet as a teacher, having been appointed but a few months ag-o, is not classed. 
The last referred to, and two of the others, are assistants in my district, and have charge ot 
particular classes, which they teach as well as, and, in one instance, better than, the principals 
do theirs. Moreover, I believe that, the moral training they receive m the convent school 
made them honest and conscientious in the discharge of their duties. 



13 June 1864. 



Edward Sheehy, District Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 
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County Cork, Roll No. 6528. 

St. Joseph’s Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 10 June 1864. — Manager, Superioress of Convent of Mercy, Cork. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present 


on days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Atlendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


• 













— 




1,329 


416 


159 


70 


79 


40 


20 


368 


.Average Age 


■ - - 


6'2 


10'3 


10-4 


11-9 


13-5 


- 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a.)— Scarcely adequate ; six nuns and five very zealous and clever monitresses teach 
in this school. 

1. ( b .) — All the nuns, except one, were educated in the best Catholic schools, and she was 
educated in and had charge of a National School. They appear from the results of my spe- 
cial examination, to be conducting the school very fairly. 

2. — The answering of the classes, and their proficiency in reading and writing were very 
respectable, and as satisfactory at least as at any of my former examinations. 

3. — There is a want of system in the Infant Department of this school, for too many are 
at reading and spelling lessons at the same time, and the consequence is, that the'classes are 
too close to one another for business to proceed without interruption. However, the drafts I 
examined on spelling, reading, and explanation, did very well ; and all answered very fairly 
on geography, tables, and numeration, and sang several of their songs tolerably well. 

4. — Since June 1863, 15 girls of 14 years of age and more, left this school, and did not 
return ; three of these were in first class, two in second, eight in sequel, one in third, and one 
in fourth. 

5. — Singing is taught two hours a week, by M iss McKenna and one of the monitresses, 
and with excellent results. 

6. — Plain and fancy work and knitting are taught two hours in the week to fifth, fourth, 
third, and a portion of sequel classes. The specimens of the work I saw appeared to me 
to be very fairly executed. 

7. — The moral training of the girls is one of the objects chiefly aimed at by the nuns. 
They endeavour to make them practise the precepts which they learn from their teaching, 
and try to improve their habits and manners. Hence it happens, that the pupils are clean, 
orderly, civil to one another, and respectful to the nuns and visitors. 

3. — One hour (12 to 1 o’clock) each day is given to religious instruction. This arrange- 
ment is notified on the lime table, and is strictly adhered to, 

9. (a.)— The acquirements of the monitresses are much higher than what is required in 
their programme, and are equal to ihose of second or first-class teachers. Indeed, there are 
several trained teachers in my district that would not answer as well as they do. 

9. ( b .) — Each has charge of a particular class, about the answering of which she is ex- 
tremely anxious, and which I have not the slightest doubt she teaches as well as assistants 
in other schools do theirs, though these latter are paid double the salary. 

9. (c.) — They are instructed by one of the nuns from 9\30 to 10 o’clock, on each of five 
days of the week, and are required to prepare their lessons at home. 

9. (d.) — Their answering at the annual examination of monitors in July last was ex- 
tremely good. Two of the three who were obliged to attend missed only a question or two 
out of 31 rounds given at the oral part ; the other, who is very nervous, missed 10, but at 
the written part, she did extremely well, answering out of 20 questions 16 satisfactorily, and 
four slightly imperfectly. 

10. — They are very well observed in this school. 

11. (a.) — This is a fine new school-house, containing four large rooms, which are capable ot 
accommodating 580 pupils, or 160 more than the average in attendance. 

11. (5.) — Each room is very convenient for teaching purposes, being nearly square, and 
is lightsome and well ventilated. . 

11. (c.)— Owing to the absence from Cork of the Superioress of (he Convent, I could not 
ascertain the expense of bu'lding and furnishing, but in saying that both must have cost 
1,200 L, I am considerably under the mark. 

405. 3 a 3 12 - There 
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12 . There is a verv good supply of maps, charts, blackboards, &c. ; and the amount of 

books got since 1861 is 30 l, 13 s. 4 d. ... • , , 

23 . Like the convent schools in large towns and cities it has brought under the 

influence of instruction a large number of the poor children, who, from want of means, 
would be excluded from the ordinary schools. 

24 _I believe it acts and is re-acted upon very beneficially by the S b. Peter and Paul s 
Female National Schools, which are under the management of a very zealous young 
clergyman. When the children whose parents can afford to pay school-fees are not satisfied 
with one, they go to the other, and by this means a wholesome rivalry is produced between 
them, not from the nuns desiring to increase their school-fees, for I may say they receive 
none, but from their anxiety to educate as many as possible. . . 

2 5 . A. In point of efficiency, as regards the ordinary branches of instruction, it is supe- 
rior to eirls’ schools in general. . 

25 . b.— T he infant school system is not fully developed in this school yet, but, never- 
theless, I. think the young children are as much cared for as in the ordinary female schools. 

25 . c.— Drawing is not taught, but, in singing, none of these schools are equal to it. 

15 . d.— I t was only very recently that needlework was introduced into this school, and 
being in its infancy, the school cannot compete in this respect with several of the other 
schools. 

15. e. — Superior to them. 

15. f. — D itto. . 

25 . g.— T hey are as well attended to in this school as in any of the ordinary national schools. 

25 . h. — T he accommodation afforded in each school-room is ample for the attendance, 
and is better than that in the common run of girls’ schools. 

25 . i. — Bitter supplied with apparatus than these schools. 

15 . K . Superior to all of them, as one object of the nuns is to teach the poor, whereas 

that of ordinary teachers is to teach those who can pay. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

1 C. — Inspections - j 2 I 2 I 3 I 2 

Incidental visits - - j No record of them kept. 

27 . —The character of the girls’ answering at these inspections, as recorded in the Obser- 
vation Book, lias been pretty fair, or much the same as that of average schools. Latterly, 
however, the answering has improved very considerably, and is likely to be even better at 
future examinations. , . , , , „ 

18 . — The smallness of the number of nuns teaching m this school may be accounted tor 
by the many duties the community has to discharge in the city of Cork, in connection with 
the sick and the poor; and also by the fact, that it has recently sent some of its members to 
found a convent at Templemore. . 

A monitor from this school was appointed assistant in a National school about a year 
and a half ago, and at her first examination as a teacher highly distinguished herself, and 
got first division of third class. In literary attainments and efficiency as a teacher she is 
superior to her principal, who has been trained and placed in second class. 

(signed) Edward Sheehy , District Inspector. 

13 June 1864 . (Roman Catholic.) 



County Cork, Roll No. 8430. 
Skibbereen (2) Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 30 and 31 May, 1 and 2 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. C. Davies, Skibbereen. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present 


on Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


680 


305 


142 


82 


96 j 26 


58 


404 


Average Age 




6'7 


8 


11-5 


12 


14'6 


9-4 



Answers to Queries. 



2 . ( a ).— There are six Sisters of Mercy in regular attendance during the day, and eight 

paid monitresses are employed for three hours. ^ 
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1 . (5).) — As far as I can form an opinion, I am perfectly satisfied as to the acquire- 
ments, method, and skill of the teachers. 

2. — I consider that the classes (with the exception of third) are fairly prepared in the 
programme of instruction sanctioned by the Board. 

3. — Particular attention is given to the management, cafe, and instruction of the infant 
pupils. 

4. — Sixty-three girls, of 14 years of age, have finally given up attendance at school; of 
these, 17 were from third class, and 21 from fourth class. 

5. — The instruction in music is of a satisfactory character. No other extra branches are 
taught. 

6. — A work-mistress, paid by the Board, has charge of this branch of instruction, and 
teaches it successfully. 

7. — As far as modest behaviour and respectful manners indicate a sound moral training, 
so far this school is a great success. 

8. — From 10 to 10.30, 12 to 12.15, and 2.30 to 3.30, on Monday to Friday inclusive. 
The arrangemenls are carefully observed. 

9. (a).— They are well qualified. 

9. (5). — The Sisters speak highly of their efficiency, and the assistance they render 
them. 

9. (c). — They are obliged to prepare the lessons for their "classes, and are instructed in 
them by one of the Sisters. They also receive special instruction for one hour daily. 

9. (d). — Satisfactory. At last year’s examination all succeeded in obtaining gratuities 
for. their teachers. 

10. — I did not observe any violation of the Board’s rules. 

11 . (a). — There is accommodation for 773 pupils, allowing six square feet for each 
pupil. 

11. (Z>). — Excellent. 

11. (c ). — £. 1,090 incurred in the building, and 150 l. in the furnishing. 

12 . — Most satisfactory. Expense incurred in providing them, 66/. 19 s. 10 d. 

13. — There are over 100 infants attending the school who would not be intrusted to the 
care of any other female teachers, and, also, numbers of children who, unable to purchase 
food and clothes, have been enabled to attend the school through the charities of the 
Sisters of Mercy. 

14. — When the convent school was established, the children of the locality were 
atti acted to ii by the superior moral and literary instruction expected, and thus two female 
schools in Skibbereen ceased to be in operation. I believe that no compulsion was used. 
There are many girls attending at three mixed schools in the parish, who have not been 
interfered with in any way. 

15. a. — I consider the course of instruction, if not superior, fully equal to that given in 
any of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. b. — M uch more care is taken with the infants than in any ordinary girls’ school. 

15- c. — Music, drawing, &c., are not taught in any of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. d. — I consider the instruction in this branch superior to that given in the ordinary 
girls’ schools. 

15. E. — The girls are better trained in their duties of life than in any ordinary school. 

15. v. — There is much more attention given to the religious instruction of the pupils. 

15. g. — They are as well observed as in the other schools. 

15. n . — Far superior to the accommodation in the ordinary National Schools. 

15. i.- — Better supplied than the other schools. 

15. k. — Except for the charities of the Sisters of Mercy, and the zealous and conscien- 
tious discharge of their duties, I believe many children would remain away from school. 

I 1860. ! 1861. 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - I — 2 2 3 

Incidental visits - - 1 - J 1 

1 7. — Favourable. 

18. — I have nothing further to add to this report, except that I believe this school, as 
an educational establishment, has done incalculable good to the town of Skibbereen and to 
the surrounding district. 

(signed) Philip O'Connell, District Inspector. 

6 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



405. g 4 
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County Cork, Roll No. 3828. 
Youghal Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Presentation. 
Visited 27 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. T. Murphy, Youghal. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tbe Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class. 




Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


715 

Average Age 


293 


135 


63 


57 


14 


9 


278 


7 


12 


10 


12 


15 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

-j Adequate. 19 members of the community, and 5 senior monitors are employed- 

m teaching mgm ^ ere of t)ie community who teach have all been educated at convent 
or private schools. Thev bring no acquired organizing skill to the discharge of tlieir duties; 
but the natural talent and skill of some of them are very considerable. 

2.— Reading and writing are taught with fair success ; grammar with tolerable success ; 
geography and arithmetic with poor success. . . , 

S 3 °__The infant pupils are managed, cared for, and instructed in a most judicious and 

successful manner. 

4- — 60 per cent. 

5. — No extra branches are taught in the school. . , „ 

6 —This branch is taught with more than ordinary success. The amount received tor 
Jace and feather flower work for the year 1863 was 1,033 I. i. S id the work being entirely- 
executed by and for the benefit of young persons who had attended the school (literary) 
up to the age of about 16 years, 
i y Satisfactory. 

8 _The arrangements for religious instruction are from 9 to 9.10 a.m. ; from 11a.m. to 
12 6 pm daily and for 20 minutes after general instruction for Monday, luesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. These arrangements are, l believe, carefully observed- 

9_ ( a \_ Very fair. Three have since obtained situations in educational establishments. 

9 .(b ). — Generally efficient. -, 

9 ( c < — Extra instruction is afforded them daily by members of the community. 

9 ' J).—¥ air. Gratuities were received by the members of the community for the extra 
teaching of two monitors whose answering was satisfactory ; the answering of the others 

was not so creditable. ^ , . • , , , 

10 j have no reason to suspect that any of the Board s rules are violated. 

11 * ( a \ —It is nearlv sufficient. Extra accommodation is about being provided. 

-The rooms are sufficiently ventilated and lighted. Only one school-room is pro- 
vided with a fireplace. 

11 .(c). — About 600/. „ , _ a * 

12. __ Supplied. Requisites and apparatus to the amount of 19/. 12s. 3 d. have been 

provided within the last two years. , _ , , ,, , 

13. From inquiries which I have instituted, I conclude that several poor children attend 
this school who in all probability would otherwise attend no school ; for these reasons : 

I. The convent schools obtain a hold upon the affections of the people, which 

ordinary schools fail to obtain. . 

II. It becomes a sort of fashion among the people to send their children to the 
school, the numbers being very large. 

III. The gratuitous admissions which are suffered, breakfast to the very poor, and 
yearly distribution of clothes and provisions. 

14— Only one lay school exists within a circuit of four miles; this school is exclusively 
attended by children of the Established Church, the average attendance being 12. The 
Roman Catholic clergy have, I believe, used their influence to cause the people to send 
their children to this school, and discourage any other schools for the poor m the neigh- 
bourhood. - 

X 5 . a.— T he reading and writing of the pupils in this school are generally of a superior 
character to what I have observed in the ordinary national schools of the district. Arith- 
metic and geography appear not to be so successfully taught. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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15. e. — The infant pupils in this school are managed and cared for with much more 
success than in ordinary national schools. 

15. c.— No extra branches are taught. 

15. d. — M uch more successful. 

15. e. — I think there is no distinction to be drawn in this case. I have not ascertained 
that any pupil educated at this school has become ill-conducted ; and no case of ill-conduct 
on the part of other pupils at other national schools has come under my notice since I took 
charge of the district. 

15. f. — Superior. 

15. g. — Equally observed. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. 1 . — Superior. 

15. k. — M ore attractive (for reasons assigned in answer to Query 13 ). 



16 . — Inspections 








1860. 


1861. 1 
3 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


" 


- 




2 







17. — Geneially favourable. 

18. — -This school appears to have monopolised the entire of the elementary education of 
the town (Youghal) and country for a circuit of three-and-a-half miles. I apprehend that 
the district in which it is situated could afford to support three or four other female schools ; 
I cannot, therefore, state that it has added to the recipients of education, or that it has im- 
proved the quality of instruction imparted, as its operation, and the influences which 
surround it, have prevented the establishment of other female schools. 

There are two prominent points in the conducting of this school which have served to fix 
the attention of teachers and conductors of schools — viz., the successful management of the 
infants, and the very great success attending the industrial work executed in the school. 

The school appears to have operated successfully in producing some very efficient 
teachers : within last ten years — 

Seven national teachers. (Three of these are excellent teachers.) 
r. Three private teachers. 

Two monitors. At present in situations as instructors in educational establishments. 

1 am not in a position to state that the general mass of the people apprehend that 
convent schools are national schools; on the contrary, the greater number believe that the 
convent schools are of quite a different character, and conducted on different principles from 
the ordinary national schools. These observations refer entirely to the principle of 
national education as distinct from the education given under the system. 

(signed) I. G. Fitzgerald, a. b., t. c. d.. 

District Inspector, 2nd Class. 

2 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Donegal, Roll No. 9278. 
Moville Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 30 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. William Doherty, Moville. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1 863. 


( Number | 
1 of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


Average Age 




28 


10 


5 


9 


- 


52 


7 


9 


11 


11-8 




8*6 



* This school was taken into connection with the Board in the beginning of 1864. 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— The teaching power is fully equal to the wants of the school. The attendance 
0t PyP l s ,s se h.om above fifty, for the instruction of whom there are two teachers. 

403 - H 1 . (b ). — The 
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1 (41— Thi teachers not having been examined, the extent of their acquirements can 

1. (6).— trie teacne s f shoulc [ sa t0 that of teachers of the second class. 

Thar meSod of imparling instruction and their organising skill are Fairly satisfactory.. 

2. — Fair. 

4 _ The 'school having been so short a time in operation, this query hardly applies to it. 
t'ZSere irL sTecial instruction in any of the extra branches. Some of the senior 
girls are, however, occasionally exercised in singing by ear, and they have learned 

eaS J— Sabs factory. Most of the children learn either to knit or sew. 

7 '. — Satisfactory. Order and discipline are excellent, and the demeanour of the pupi , 
their cheerfulness," and ready obedience are all that could be wished for 

8. — Satisfactory. Half an hour daily is given to religious instruction . 

9. No paid monitress has yet been appointed. 

10. — Satisfactory. 

n. (a). — Fully adequate to the attendance. 

\\ ffclSeSXom being a per, ion of the convent building, its senate post 
cannot easily be estimated ; the superioress was not able to give me any information on 

POi “*'_p re tty fair. Free stock to the amount of 4 4 11 e. has been granted by the Board, 
^IXXl" f * -hooi were ail, before 

* T-Xety^ ° Wi0g * 

the children having been withdrawn from it to attend the convent school ; the same person 
was manager of both. Nominally, I understand no restraint was placed upon the chi dren 
as to which of the schools they should attend; but it was generally understood, I believe, 
that the convent school was patronised by him, and the other was not. • 

15. a.— The convent school has been so short a lime in operation, that a comparison 
between it and other girls’ schools can hardly be made. It bids fair, I think, to be equal 

rfm-lo t“ '2 I*- barest scetTt' is not inferior ,o any of the girls’ schools in this 

ies r 0 -As no special instruction is given in any extra branch in the convent school, it 
has no superiority Jver the ordinary girls' schools in this respect, and to some of them, at 
least, it is inferior. . 

is' B— There 8 '?!* onlf'sk ikls’^sehools in this district with which to compare this 
SC 'l t ^.' - F^— N^po'int'of ?i^renre U betweenihis U anVothm?chools observed. 

15 . g. — N o point of difference observed. , 

15 H No difference between this school and others observed. 

15 ‘ j ’ No difference between this school and others observed. 

-i r' J _No difference between this school and others observed. ... e - oa . 

16 — This school was not taken into connexion with the Board till the begmnmg of 1864. 
18 ’.—It has been so short a time in operation, that no estimate of its effects on either 

can he formed. 

(signed"! D. C. Porter, District Inspector 
T ° ' (Established Church.) 
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County Down, Roll No. 243. 

High-street Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of St. Clare. 



Visited 24, 26, 31 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. O’Neil, Newry. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present oi 


l Days of Speci 


al Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 
the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tot ax.. 


774 


350 


113 


66 


31 


18 


21 


249 


Average Age 


- - - 


5-1 


. 8-2 


9-8 


10-6 


13-1 


7-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching- power is amply sufficient. The staff consists of 16 of the ladies 
of the convent, assisted by two lay teachers, one of whom is trained and eight paid 
monitors. 

1. (5). — Their acquirements are ladylike, and such as would be expected in persons of 
their position. Their method of teaching and conducting the school generally is intelligent 
and effective. Their manner toward the children is most kind and affectionate. 

2. — In regard to the more important branches, reading, writing, and arithmetic, consi- 
dering the large number of junior pupils, and the irregularity ol attendance, owing to the 
poverty of the children, the proficiency is fair. The senior pupils possess a fair knowledge 
of grammar, geography, and writing from dictation. 

3. — The infant pupils are treated with the greatest kindness and tenderness, and are 
carefully instructed in a course suited to their capacities. 

4. — During the past year, of 58 pupils who finally left school, 38, or 65 per cent., left 
from third and higher classes. Of these 17 were in third, 18 in fourth, and three in fifth 
classes. 

5. — Two hours in each week are devoted to vocal music. Mr. Marshall, organist in the 
Roman Catholic cathedral, gives instruction one day in each week, and the ladies of the 
convent on the others. The singing of the pupils and monitresses is remarkably good. 
No other extra branches taught. 

6. — The industrial instruction of the pupils is most carefully attended to, and with most 
satisfactory results. The specimens of plain and fancy work which I examined were 
substantially and very neatly executed. 

7. — The teachers are most painstaking in the moral training of the pupils, and in forming 
them to habits of industiy, neatness, and tidiness, and to the observance of propriety and 
decency of deportment. 

8. — From 9.30 to 10 o’clock, and from 2 to 3 o’clock each day, are set apart for religious 
instruction. As far as I can judge, these arrangements are adhered to. 

9. (a). — The reading, parsing, penmanship, and writing from dictation of the monitors 
are good ; their knowledge of arithmetic and local geography is limited. On the whole, 
however, they are fairly up to their required course of study. 

9. ( b ). — In the instruction of the junior pupils, and in the other duties they are called 
on to perform, they are painstaking and generally efficient. - 

9. (c). — The ladies ol the convent, assisted by the trained lay teacher, devote the whole 
of Saturday and one-and-a-half hour daily to their instruction. 

9. (d ). — Generally satisfactory. 

10. — As far as I could observe, the rules of the Board are strictly adhered to, except 
that the inscription “ National School” is not on the outside of the house, but in a corridor 
in the inside leading to the school-rooms. 

11. (a). — At present the school accommodation is quite inadequate for the numbers in 
attendance ; the school and class-rooms are together only capable of accommodating 290 
pupils. The present arrangements are, however, only temporary, as premises adjoining the 
convent have been purchased with the view of erecting suitable school-buildings. 

11. (Z>). — With the exception of the class-room adjoining the infant school-room, which 
is rather dark, ihe rooms are well lighted and ventilated ; suitable and convenient out- 
offices have been provided. 

11. (c). — The present temporary school-buildings were fitted up solely at the expense of 
the community. 

405. h 2 12 .— The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




60 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 

The suddIv of maps, charts, apparatus, and school requisites, which is very good, 

was provided partly at the expense of the Board, and partly at the expense of the com- 
munity^ Bocial - |ion of tlle lad | es 0 f ihe convent, their acknowledged capabilities as 
teachers but above all their disinterestedness and their high religious character have such 
an attractive influence on the Roman Catholic poor, that many are brought under instruction 
and training who otherwise would have grown up in ignorance and vice. Schools ot tills 
class are, in this way, productive of a large amount of good. . ,. 

14 Besides the convent schools, there are no female schools in the town or immediate 

neighbourhood conducted by lay teachers under Roman Catholic management. I am not 
aware that it has in any way affected, prejudicially, any other school. , 

15 A —As to efficiency in leaching arithmetic, grammar, and geography, it is fully equal 

to the more respectable lay female schools of the district, and much superior to them as 
regards reading and penmanship. . , 

15. b.— As^to judicious management of infant pupils, and kmaness and tendeiness 

towards them, this school is much superior. , , • 

15 c —None even of the best female schools possess the same advantages loi teaching 
vocal’ music, and none has attained anything like the same amount of proficiency. 

15 d — The conductors of this school, from their previous education, are qualified in an 
eminent degree for giving instruction in needlework. In this branch it is decidedly superior 

to the ordinary female schools. , , 

15. e.— The moral training of the pupils is more carefully attended to, and with bettei 

reS ll' S ’,_The amount of care, time, and attention given to the religious instruction of the 
pupils is much greater than could be expected from lay leachers. , 

15. g.— A s to observance of Board’s rules, I could, with the exception previously stated, 

make no distinction between this and the ordinary female schools. 

15 H —In regard to the amount of school accommodation available lor the numbers in 
attendance, this school cannot be said to have the advantage. The present arrangements 
are, however, only temporary ; and though, as to mere space, the accommodation is at 
present limited, the school and class-rooms are kept wuh more attention to neatness and 
order, and to the comfort of the children, than is usually met with m ordinary schools. 

15 ; ! _pew, if any, of the ordinary schools are as liberally supplied with educational 
apparatus, and the necessary school requisites. 

15 K For the reasons stated in a previous part of this report, this school has an attrac- 

tive influence in bringing the children of the poor under instruction that cannot possibly be 
possessed by the ordinary schools. 



16. — Inspections - - - 2 I 2 I , * 

Incidental, visits - - | Not entered. 

17. — Generally satisfactory. , ,, , . 

18. — From a painstaking inquiry, extending over three days, I am convinced that the 

operation of this school has been effective in keeping alive amongst the poor a healthy 
appreciation of the value of instruction, in inducing the teachers educated m it to take a 
warmer interest in the conduct and welfare of their pupils, and m impressing on the com- 
munity, generally, the value of training the young to good habits, such as neatness, tidiness 
and cleanliness, to the cultivation of a kindly spirit for each other, and to the observance of 
a respectful behaviour to their superiors. , • , 

Secondly.— 1 think that the circumstance of this class of schools being connected witti 
the Board, gives confidence to the Roman Catholic population in the administration of our 
system generally. From my experience, I can safely affirm that the connection of t.ie con- 
vent schools with the Board is accepted by the Roman Catholic poor as a guarantee that 
the entire system is one in which they can place the fullest confidence. That a school so 
pre-eminently religious, conducted by persons of their own faith, and for whom they have 
the highest veneration, can be embraced within the system of national education, is to these 
people° a practical proof that the ordinary schools in connection with the Board are schools 
where their children are safe, and where they are guarded from any interference with then- 
religious opinions. . ,■ , 

In educating young persons for the office of teacher, this school has been most successful. 
Two have held the office of principal teacher in model schools. I attach a lisL supplied to 
me by ihe superioress of the convent. 



(signed) 



Thomas M‘Ilroy, District Inspector. 

(Presbyterian). 
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A List of Young- Girls forwarded as Teachers, and instructed by the Sisters of St. Clare, since 
the Opening of their School, 1831. 



1. Miss Gomison - 


Glasnevin Model School, 


23. 


„ 


Drumgoole 


Australia. 








Dublin. 


24. 




Ross 


Kilkeel. 


2. 


w 


Collins - 


Belfast Model School. 


25. 




Murphy - 


Kinghill. 


3. 




Rafferty - 


Newry Convent School. 


26. 


„ 


M £ Alinden 


Rathfriland. 


4. 


” 


M‘Gleenan 


Ditto - ditto. 


27. 




M'Keone - 


Dromara. 


5. 




Curran - 


Ditto - ditto. 


28. 




Byrne 


Ready. 


6. 




Magee - 


Ditto - ditto. 


29. 


,, 


Brennan - 


France. 


7. 




Crawford 


Ditto - ditto. 


30. 


„ 


Campbell 


America. 


8. 




Kelly - 


Kenmare Convent School. 


31. 


„ 


Rowan - 


Rathfriland. 


0. 


,, 


Magee - 


Cavan • ditto. 


32. 


„ 


Carr 


Magheralin. 


10. 




M'Connell 


Ditto - ditto. 


33. 


„ 


Carr 


Ditto. 


11. 


n 


O’ Hanlon 


Mountjoy Prison School. 


34. 


„ 


Fox 


Cabra. 


12, 


,, 


Murphy - 


Donegal-street National 


35. 


„ 


M'Quillan 


Kiln School. 








School, Belfast. 


36. 


„ 


Brennan 


Killeary. 


13. 


» 


Simpson - 


Portadown. 


37. 


„ 


Brennan 


Ditto. 


14. 


„ 


Doyle 


Carnlough. 


38. 


„ 


Quinn 


Magheralin. 


16. 




Doyle 


Beleek. 


39. 




Fair 


Hilltown. 


16. 


„ 


Doyle 


Lisleagh. 


40. 




M'Anulty 


D unleer. 


17. 


„ 


Berry 


Mayo. 


41. 




M'Anulty 


Lurgan. 


18. 




Feagan - 


Ditto. 


42. 


„ 


Smyth - . 


Ditto. 


19. 




O’Hagan 


Ditto (Assistant). 


43. 




A. J. Kelly 


Cabra. 


20. 


„ 


Doyle 


Carnlough (Monitress). 


44 




Tolin 


Newry Convent. 


21. 




Martin - 


Killoween. 


45. 


„ 


Boyle 


Ditto National School. 


22. Miss Brady 


Magheralin. 
















County Down, 


Roll No. 7272. 





JoHN-STREET CONVENT NATIONAL SCHOOL. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Brady, Downpatrick. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 




Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


| Total. 


272 

Average Age 


110 


54 


36 


15 


10 


- 


115 


5-4 


8-6 


10 


11-8 


- 


8-9 



Answers to Queries. 

l. (a).— -Two ladies of the convent, aided by nine monitresses, eight of the latter paid by 
the Commissioners (the entire under the direction and supervision of the superioress), devote 
their entire time to the instruction of the pupils attending this school. This would give one 
principal and three junior teachers to every 40 pupils, a proportion that bespeaks the entire 
adequacy of the teaching power. 

1. ( b ). In point of acquirements, as far as I can judge, the ladies in charge of the school are 
fully competent for the effective discharge of their duties; the methods and general organi- 
zation, though not exempt from defects, which to the eye of a critical connoisseur in such 
matters might seem grave ones, can yet, on the whole, bear favourable comparison with 
what is to be met with even under the Board’s lay teachers of the highest class. 

— The general efficiency of the instruction afforded, when due allowance is made for the 
several disturbing causes at work — such as irregular attendance, neglect of home-prepara- 
tion, &c. — cannot, I think, be gainsayed. 

— Admirably adapted to the purposes of infantile training seems this portion of school, 
lately formed into a separate department, and which is at present placed under the special 
charge of one of the sisterhood, aided by two monitresses. In the methods pursued there 
appears to be a judicious intermixture of instruction and recreation, the former conveyed 
under forms the most attractive and impressive to the young mind, and so wisely appor- 
tioned to their tastes and capabilities as, in its general effect, to constitute an apt and effec- 
tive preparation for their passing into the higher school. 

405. n 3 4.— Of 
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4 —Of these an examination of school records shows, that 81 had reached to third bopk ; 

3-2 t'o fourth book: this would give a proportion of nearly one-third to the total struck off. 

5 —This is under the charge of one of the momtresses, who has been specially trained 
and instructed by the ladies of the convent for this purpose She has obtained a high cer- 
tificate of competency from Mr. Washington. Of the pupils present, 36 were able to l ead 
or sing an easy piece in time; 37 could sing merely by ear; only tile momtresses tiaraed to 
sing in parts ; numb, r of pieces known, 24. Neither drawing nor other extra branch taught. 

G —Sampler crochet, fancy, and the different kinds of plain needlework are taught 
pupils ; instruction in this department is made to extend to children hardly averaging seven 
years The materials are supplied by the nuns, who take the entire instruction and Super- 
intendence dmino work-hours, into their own hands. Such are the skill and proficiency 
attained, that several of the elder and more advanced pupils are employed to execute the 
specimens of work exhibited and sold at the bazaar held annually in aid of the chanties 

connected with the convent. , , „„ ji f 01 „ 0 ] 0 

7 — It is in this, more than in aught else, that the superiority of this school ovei all fen ale 
schools conducted by lay teachers is apparent. Drawn from home, where the habits 
and example to which tire children are daily exposed are anything but favourable no 
sooner are' they brought fully under the kindly and genial influence of the ladies of the con- 
vent lhan in their appearance, their demeanour, their whole bearing and character, (here is 
wrought such a great and striking change as to be in itself almost marvellous 

3 —Religious instruction is given from 11.5 to 11.30 daily. In carrying out this portion 
of school business, the letter and spirit of the Commissioners rules appear to be alike strictly 
complied with. 

9, ( a ). — On the whole, fair. ... , , , . , , 

9i (j). — Under the guidance and direction of the principal teachers, and stimulated by 
the zeal and energy which these latter carry to the execution of their duties, an amount of 
efficiency is imparted to the labours of these young persons, such as, in most lay schools, is 

rarelv if ever realised. . . . . , . , .. « 

,) V, — From 9 to 10, and from 2 to 3.45 is daily given to the training and instruction ot 
these young persons. This most important trust appears to be faithfully and effectively 

^'ihfrn.-liesults of examinations, judging from the gratuities awarded for the answer- 
ing of the monitors, appear to reflect great credit on the fidelity and effectiveness of the 
preparation by which it is sought to qualify these young persons for their office. 

F 10. Strictly and faithfully observed. In fact, it appears to be a matter of no small care 
and anxiety to each member of the community to avoid every, even the slightest, infraction 
of any rule which might in the least reflect on their fidelity to the requirements of the 
Board prevent the school from recommending itself to persons of different religious deno- 
minations, or in any way lessen its usefulness and circumscribe its influence. 

H. ( a \ — Outer room measures 38 by 2ft feet; inner one, which is appropriated to the 
infants 25 by 18 feet. These dimensions show how fully adequate the floor-space is, even 
for a much higher number than the present daily average attendance presents 

U. lb).— The principal room is lighted by six windows, each of which measures 
5 by 4 feet : that appropriated to the infants by three, measuring each about three feet on 
the side. Ail these admit of being lowered in the frame, and thereby a thorough ventilation is 
secured The rooms are lofty, which give them a light and airy appearance, while the stained 
woodwork of roof and windows tends to soften the light, and prevent it from becoming 
painful or disagreeable to even the weakest eyes. Suitable out-offices are annexed to 

— -So far as can be ascertained, the building itself, in the. changes necessary to 
render it suitable for school purposes, cost 300 L, while in painting, furnishing, and otherwise 
-adjusting the internal arrangements, a sum of 104/. 13*. 8 d. seems to have been expended 
12.— The room devoted to senior portion of school appears to be adequately supplied with 
maps, diagrams, and other necessary apparatus. Towards this portion of school fittings, as 
also in purchase of requisites, an outlay of 38 /. 19 *. .11 d. was incurred. The infant depart- 
ment is as yet inadequately provided. . . . , 

13 — X have no hesitation in saying that many children, who otherwise might have le- 
mained wholly ionorant and uneducated, have been drawn from their homes under the influ- 
ence and operation of this school. Seeing the warm support it receives, the earnest advo- 
cacy with which its claims are set forth by the local clergy on each fitting occasion it would 
be strange indeed if it failed to exercise such an effect But in addition to such admonitions 
and appeals, and for transcending them in effectiveness, are the unceasing efforts of the nuns 
themstlves, who, in their daily visits of charity to the homes of the destitute and afflicted, 
lose no opportunity for awakening the apathetic and careless to the full consciousness of the 
paramount duty devolving on each parent to afford to their children the advantages of a 
sound religious and literary education such as this school affords. 

14 —The direct and immediate effect of this school on the surrounding lay female schools 
is to withdraw the majority of the Roman Catholic children from them. Thus, within a 
year fiom the establishment of this school, more than 50 children were withdrawn from the 
Downpatrick female and infant schools. This is owing partly to the zeal evinced by the 
clergy in advocating and sustaining the claims of the school, partly to the increased confi- 
dence which most parents feel in the methods of management and instruction which the 
nuns are found to carry out, and partly and principally, I would say, to the untiring labour 
and assiduity, the tender and warm sympathy which these good ladies themselves uniformly 
manifest for the improvement and amelioration of the poorer classes, whenever brought m 
■Contact with them as to the routine of their daily visits and commumngs. 

15. A. — 1 cannot 
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15. a. — I cannot noie much to remark under, this head, save that, actuated by higher 
motives than what are generally found to prevail in the case of lay teachers, it necessarily 
follows that their labours are characterised by greater energy of purpose and self-devotion 
to duty. 

15. b. — T his department of the .school has been but recently opened. Compared with the 
only school of this class in the district, it certainly gives promise of much belter adaptation 
and higher efficiency. 

15. c.— Music, which is the only extra branch taught, seems to be taught with fair success; 
nothing particular is to be noticed with reference to ii. 

15. d. — A n ample and more constant supply of materials ; the greater taste and skill which, 
under the immediate instruction and superintendence of the nuns, mark this department; and 
the more definite object which they propose in carrying it on, namely, that while rendering the 
children expert in all the plainer and more useful kinds of needlework, to yet make their 
labour subservient to the objects and requirements of the institution — all these of them- 
selves serve to impart to the industrial instruction, as afforded in this school, a higher measure 
of effectiveness than is to be met with in any of the mere lay schools. 

15. e. — In this respect I cannot- but say that this school appears to dese rve a marked pre- 
eminence. Taught, both by precept and example, the young mind readily adjusts itself to 
the improved tone and character of the influence around it; and hence, even to the most 
cursory observer, there is that in manner, deportment, speech, and whole bearing of pupils, 
which, the mere rude framework of special rules, mechanical observances can never fully 
effect. 

15. f. — A s among the primary objects of the school it is sought to ground the children 
firmly in the doctrines and tenets of their Church, and seeing that the whole life and labours 
of the order are marked by a like purpose, it cannot but naturally follow that the children 
obtain a better and more effective religious training in -schools of this class than any mere 
lay school can possible essay, 

15. g. — These in all respects duly atte nded to ; faithfully observed alike in the spirit and 
the letter. 

15. h. — The accommodation, internal fittings, and general arrangements of apartment are 
admirably adapted for school purposes, securing all the requirements necessary to the health 
and comfort of tire pupils, and, save in the case of schools vested in the Commissioners, 
present a strong contra:- 1 to what is to be found in most schools of the district. 

15. i. — In this everything necessary has been provided. 

15. k. — T his seems to lie in the superior accommodations and greater suitability to the 
requirements of the pupils which the school apartments afford ; the care and attention 
bestowed on the due instruction and training of children; but above all in the tender and 
increasing solicitude which are manifested by the members of the community in their rounds 
of domiciliary visits, by which they minister to the wants, temporal and spiritual, of that 
class in society from which the majority of the pupils are "drawn. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. 

16. — Inspections - 3 3 3 

Incidental visits - | — | — . 3 

17. ' — favourable; specific defects are dealt with ; general style commendatory. Sugges 
tions refer more to technical details, such as mode of keeping school accounts, than to defects 
in the results ot instruction^ so far, at least, as these latter admit of being remedied bv 
teachers. 

18. — I think the convent school to which this Report has reference may fairly be regarded 
as effective of educational advancement in a twofold aspect. In the first place, its imme- 
diate and direct effect, as experienced within the limits from which the pupils are drawn, is 
to gather into the school many children who otherwise, owing to the poverty or indifference 
of their parents, or other untoward influences to which their home-life is subjected, would 
probably remain wholly without instruction, and, thus brought up in ignorance and vice, 
would, when they reached the years of maturity, find every avenue of life closed against them. 
These, in the absence of every countervailing impulse and corrective, would probably find 
themselves regarded as mere pariahs of society, and, unless otherwise rescued, would sink 
into that abyss of crime and degradation from which they would be snatched only to become 
fit denizens of the workhouse, the goal, or, it may be, the convict settlement. Again : fitted 
as those children become who are allowed to remain even the average time at school, both 
by the moral and intellectual training they receive, for filling, with credit to themselves and 
advantage to society, the several positions allotted to them in life, one cannot, despite reli- 
gious prejudices, but freely and candidly acknowledge that schools of this class are calculated 
to confer a real educational boon. Limiting our view to their effect on national schools, I 
think it is generally found that teachers who have passed out from convent schools bring 
to the discharge of their duties a singleness and earnestness of purpose rarely sought for in 
most others ; and while in professional skill there may be little to denote pre-eminence, once 
these young persons have received the technical knowledge and tact which a course of train- 
ing is supposed to impart, their individual energy and ability find true scope and direction, 
and tnus they are brought to furnish the highest types of national teachers. 

(signed) Robert Stuart Currie, 

District Inspector (2d Class.) 
(Established Church.) 



405. 



29 May 1864. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




64 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 

County of Dublin, Roll No. 2018. 

Baggot-street Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 31 May 1864.— Manager, Mrs. Norris, Baggot-street. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present or 


i Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 18C3. 


Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


1,641 


850 


445 


147 


106 


71 


124 


T 


Average Age 




5-6 


8 6 


9-6 


10-7 


139 


8-1 



Answers to Queries. 



I. Quite adequate. There are 14 nuns in constant attendance, assisted by 28 paid 

and 60 unpaid monitresses. , , . i 

l (M — -The nuns are highly qualified in regard to literary acquirements, and have taken 
great pains to attain a thorough knowledge of method of teaching and school manage- 

me ^!l_The different classes are examined in the several subjects set down in their respec- 
tive programmes, and exhibited in all a creditable proficiency. ,. 

3. —' They are instructed apart from ihe adults, in rooms furnished with all the appliances 
used in infant schools, and by teachers well acquainted with the infant-school system. 

4. — Eighteen left from the fifth class : all these attained a satisfactory education ; 12 ot 
them went to business, five became governesses, and one a national teacher. lwenty-six 
left from the fourth class, and were fairly educated; three of these were bound to diess- 
making. The others remained at home ; few became servants. 

5. — These branches are taught by well-qualified teachers, and the advanced pupils have 

attained in both a very satisfactory proficiency. • 

6. — Very satisfactory; the advanced girls are taught to cut out dresses. . 

7. — Most pleasing, ks should be expected from such tuition as they receive. 

8 _It is given each day from half-past eleven until twelve o clock, and from half-past two 
until three o’clock. In this point the rules of the Board are strictly observed. 

9. ( a ). — Up to, and in many instances beyond, the requirements of the piogiamme. 

9. (J). They perform satisfactorily the work prescribed for them, but their teaching is 

superintended and supplemented by the nuns. , , , , 

9. (c).— They receive instruction from half-past nine o’clock until eleven o clock, and from 
half-past two o’clock until four o’clock each dav. , 

9. (d). — Very satisfactory; 15 attended the last general examination of monitors, and 
of these 11 were awarded gratuities for superior answering. 

10. — They are strictly observed. 

II. — In the infant department, the average is 6-3 feet for each child; in the rooms 
for adults it is 8‘8 feet. 

11. (b). — Excellent. -. r 

11. ( c ), — £. 3,000, raised by the community. The expense of repairs was 113 l. 7 s. 8 a. 

12. — Fully supplied with all these ; the expense this year was 47 l. 7s. 

13. — There are but few children of the more destitute classes, as might be expected from 
the position of the school, in the centre of the most wealthy part of the city. 

14. — It does not appear to have affected them at all, and no influence has been exerted for 

such a purpose. On the. contrary, any pupils that leave this for other schools find it diffi- 
cult to get back, should they apply for readmission. . ,, ■ 

15 . a.— F ar beyond what I have witnessed in the ordinary schools visited by me in this 
district. . 

15. B. — Ditto - ditto. 

15. c. — Ditto - ditto. 

15. d.— D itto - ditto. 

15. e. — D itto - ditto. 

15. f. — D itto - ditto. 

15. G. — I have found them observed in all. . 

15 . h.— F ully equal to the best-provided ordinary schools, and superior to most ot 

them. , . t, , , 

15. i. — Better 
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15. i. — Better supplied. 

15. k. — More poor children are found in the ordinary schools for the reason I have already 
stated. These children invariably go to the schools next their homes. 



16. — Inspections - 2 2 2 1 

Incidental visits - - - - - 1 - - ] 

I I I 

17. — Highly favourable. 

18 . — This school has not done much in supplying teachers for ordinary national schools. 
Only one in the course of last year left it to take charge of a national school. But they 
have here a special class, at present amounting to 40, composed of young females from 
different parts of Ireland, all of whom are boarded in the establishment. They are carefully 
instructed with a view to become teachers; but few of them are likely to enter the Board’s 
service. They are, for the most part, employed as governesses, or teachers of private schools. 
They leave this school well-grounded in the national system, and thus, whether as gover- 
nesses or teachers of private schools, extend to the children of the middle and higher 
classes the advantages of the national schools. 

There are branch convents established at Glasthule, Blackrock, Boolcrstown, Golden 
Bridge, and Longford, by nuns sent out from this, the centre house, and in connection with 



all, there are national schools conducted by nuns, who had long experience as teachers in 
this school. These schools must popularize the national system in their respective neigh- 
bourhoods, as this establishment has undoubtedly done in Dublin, and wherever the results 
of its teaching have reached, either directly or remotely, where the agents prepared by them 
are employed as instructors. The effect of this convent school has reached thelrish emigrant 
at the antipodes. The Sisters have established convents in Australia, at Geelong and 
Brisbane, and schools in connection with them conducted on the same system, and with the 
same books and appliances as are employed in this convent school. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed) Timothy Slieahan, Head Inspector, 
(Roman Catholic.) 



County Dublin, Roll No. 721. 

Blackrock Female Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 3 June 1864. — Manager, Very Rev. Canon Forde, Booterstown. 



Total 

Number of 


of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Sped 


al Inspection in 


Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


A veiage 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. | 


Fourth and 

Higher Classes. Total ' 


268 


Ill 


35 


32 


22 


11 


9 109 


Average Age 


- - * 


7- 


8- 


11-4 


10-7 


14-5 9-1 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — The leaching power (adult) is not quite adequate : two Sisters, who come to the 
school daily from Boolerstnxvn Convent, having an average attendance, at some periods, of 
125 under their care. Effective preparation of the paid monitors goes far to supply the 
deficiency. 

1 . ( [b ). — The teachers evidently possess superior acquirements ; their method of insiruct- 
ing is intelligent and energetic, and they exhibit great judgment and precision in organizing 
and guiding the general mechanism of school as well as in teaching. 

2. — The instruction is efficient in a very satisfactory degree, particularly in reading, pen- 
manship, and ariihmetic. The other subjects comprised in the national school programme 
are also taught effectively. I found the head class, for example, well acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek derivations given in the advanced books. 

3. — The infants, though not provided with a separate room, are managed with very 
considerable success ; taught and trained with diligence and tact. 

4. — Fifty per cent. 

5. — Smgmg ha* been taught for the last four months — by ear only as yet; the results 
aie already excellent. 

6. — Cre< -it;. ble proficiency in sewing, &c., is exhibited in proportion to the time spent at 
schoi 1, and the children are brought under this instruction at the earliest practicable age. 

405. I 7.— r-The 
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7._The moral tone of school is highly satisfactory; the orderly habits and pleasing 
manners of the great mass of the children, many of whom belong to a low and rude class, 
testify to most assiduous cultivation. , , ' , 

8 All the pupils receive religious instruction for an hour each day. The arrangements 

are punctually observed. , . „ , 

9 1 ( a S — The monitors show very good scholarship for their standing in the service, -and 
a high aim is taken in their instruction, i have seldom met a class of monitors prepared 
with equal exactness; they answered particularly well in grammar and in physical geo- 
graphy; in arithmetic they have advanced as far as interest. 

9 (ft ). — They render very efficient aid as junior instructors. 

9 * (c) They are taught specially, both before and after the general business ot he 

classes. To guide them in teaching, they are furnished with programmes, or concise manuals 
(M S.j adapted to the requirements of their classes. 

V 9 U) _At the examinations held by my predecessor, their answering appears to have 
been creditable. Premiums for their instruction have been awarded to the teachers in 
successive years. , . , . 

10. The Board’s rules are duly observed by the conductors. 

ll! t a ) — The school-room and class-room afford space for 193 pupils. 

11. (ft). The school-room is lofty, well lighted and ventilated ; the height, 14 feet ; the 

space of ground attached very limited. The neighbourhood being closely built (sufficient 
for the out-offices, though) there is no playground. . e . , 

H (c ). — The house was formerly used as a temperance hall. The value of school-rooms 

and of furniture which is most suitable may be set down as 450 ft, according to the official 

standauJ^n abundant Supply of maps , charts, pictorial lessons (neatly framed and glazed), 
and of other school requisites; a large portion of these purchased by the nuns, at a cost ot 
17 ft 12s., since January 1862 alone; premiums and dresses for some ot the poorest 
children since January 1862, cost 13 ft 15s. 8 d. 

13— This school attracts a much larger attendance of very young children, and ot 
children of poor and careless parents, than a lay school under average circumstances could 
be expected to command ; but it is not as numerously attended, probably, as it would be it 
immediately attached to a convent. 

14— On its establishment in 1848, this school superseded an ordinary girls school. 
There are no lay national schools for girls in the surrounding district-; several convent 
schools as at Kingstown, Booterstown, Sion Hill, See., rendering tne presence of other schools 
for the ’Catholic poor unnecessary. The disappearance of day schools is a necessary conse- 
quence of the preference felt by the Roman Catholic clergy and people for those conducted 

by i5 Un r.— Compared with the ordinary girls’ school of the district, taken as a body, this 
school is, in my judgment, superior as to efficiency of literary instruction generally. 

15. b.— Superior as to the careful management of infant pupils. 

15 c — Superior as to the practical results of instruction in singing. 

16 ’ D> Superior in the regularity and effectiveness of industrial instruction. 

15 . e— Superior in the degree of judgment and success with which the moral training of 
the pupils is carried out. . , • 

15. f— S uperior in the prominent attention given to religious instruction, and m the 
capability of the teachers for discharging that duty. 

15. g.— On a liar with the other schools as to observance ot Board s rules. 

15 ‘ H '_ Superior in amount and character of interior school accommodation; 

nearly so, as regards school premises. 

lt Superior as to educational appliances. 

15 ’ fc. Superior in inducing a good attendance of the children of the poor. 



equal, c 



—Inspections 
Incidental visits 



None recorded. 



(Head Inspector.) | 

17. — Rather favourable. ., , ... . . , , , ... 

18 —l regret that my very recent acquaintance with the locality which I have visited as 
in.Dector for the first' time in April lest, does not qualify me to speak more fully than I 
have done in the preceding pages of the external influence of this school-an influence 
otherwise difficult to define, owing to the almost civic character of the neighbourhood, and 
to the large migratory element in the population. . , 

The establishment of this school and of similar ones at Kingstown, Booterstown, See., 
has undoubtedly brought very large accessions to the ranks of national school pupils. 
Since this school was opened, in 1848, none of the young persons educated in it has become 
a national teacher; but as the number of paid monitors has been larger m recent years than 
formerly it is not unlikely to furnish some teachers ere long. In such event there is no 
doubt that the extensive and careful course of instruction received here, and the assiduous 
cultivation of good habits— of punctuality, order, and neat-handedness in school-keeping— 
will have fitted the young aspirants for the highest efficiency in the calling of teacher. 



(signed) 



B. MacSheehy, District Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 
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County Dublin, Roll No. 1985. 
Booterstown Content National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 27 and 30 May 1864. 



Manager, The Sisters of Mercy. — Correspondent, Rev. L. Forde, t. p., Booterstown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection iu 


First Class. 1 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Glass. 


Fourth and To , AI _ 

Higher Classes. 


231 


106 


50 


24 


17 


12 


17 120 


Average Age - 


6 


9 


10 1 


9 


12 — 



Answers to Queries. 

!• ( a )- This power, numerically, is sufficient; it consists of two nuns; one senior 
monitress, Mary Reddy ; and three juniors, Mary A. Mullen, Mary Roleston, and Mary 
A. Eves. 

!• (P)' Those of these nuns I had reason, on several occasions elsewhere, to consider 
excellent ; the teaching of the monitresses, I think, inefficient. 

2. — Not satisfactory. 

3- — The infants are specially intrusted to the care or supervision of one nun, and taught 
by an unpaid monitress. 

4 ; — - For the last few years, about one-third of those who have finally left schooling have 
attained a satisfactory degree of education. 

- 5. — Not taught. 

6. — Very good. 

7. — I understand that those pupils who remain in this school for some time, have been 
remarked for their propriety and good conduct. 

8. — One hour daily for the first five days in the week. 

9. (al. — Fair.. 

9. (b ).— Judging from the results of the examination on 30th instant, their services are 
not satisfactory ; they are very young, and lately appointed. 

9. (c). — For this object, one of the nuns gives them two hours instruction every day. 

_9. (d ). — The examination of the senior monitress was quite satisfactory. The first exa- 
mination of the junior monitresses cannot take place until next November. 

10. — Very correct. 

11. (a)'. — Quite sufficient. 

11. (&)'. — All very good. 

1L (c).— This school-house is the property of the nuns; it cost them 560/. for the 
building and furnishing of the school 

12. For the years 1862 and 1863, the articles mentioned in this query, the nuns paid 

14 Z. 19 s. 3 d.. J * 

13- Two-thirds of the children are “free.” The moral power which those ladies hold 
over the minds of their pupils is the only influence which, I think, the nuns possess. 

14- — l here, is no lay female school in this neighbourhood, except a parochial one (Pro- 
testant), where, I understand, the attendance is very small. 

15- A - — I have already stated that there is no ordinary female school in this neigh- 
bourhood. I have in this district several girls’ ordinary schools, where the general course 
of instruction is better. 

15. b. — Very good. 

15. c. — Not taught. 

• \ 5 ; r l‘ — Ver 7 g° oc * 5 anf T in several instances, I consider, better than in ordinary 
girls schools. 

15. E. — Excellent. 

15. f. — V ery good. 

15. g . — Very good; but not better than in several ordinary girls’ schools in this 
district. 

15. H. — Very good, and much, better than the ordinary girls’ schools in this district. 

15. I- — Much better than in the ordinary girls’ schools in this district. 

15. K.— The attractive influence of this school is greater than in the ordinary girls’ 
school in this district. See answer to Query 13. 

405. I 2 16. — Inspections- 
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1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - - - - | 


3 


2 


2 


Incidental visits - 









JLY. — Vjrenerauy 

18 —I left the examination for the most part to the momtresses, in order to test their 
acquirements, and observe their method of teaching. Although the results of the examina- 
tion are low, perhaps, from the timidity of the teachers and the taught, still the moral 
influence of this school must be considerable over the minds and manners of children 
whose parents, for the most part, are incapable to instruct them; indeed, many of them 
have no parents at all. To provide against such wretchedness, these nuns have an 
orphanage of 40 destitute children, whom they feed, clothe, educate, and prepare for the 
honest humble employments of after life. 

31 May 1864. (signed) W. McDermott, District Inspector. 

3 " (Roman Catholic.) 



County Dublin, Roll No. 7883. 

Clondalkin Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community Presentation Order. 



Visited 3 June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. Coslett, Clondalldn. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlic year 1863. 


Number i 
of Pupils in , 
Average 
Attendance I 

the Year 18.63. 


Number of Pupils present i 


on days of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


413 


130 


61 


29 


20 


8 


13 


131 


Average Age 


- - - 


5-7 




8-7 


9-5 


12 


11*3 


7-9 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). Quite sufficient. There are ten nuns, assisted by three paid momtresses. 

There are four more nuns to assist occasionally, if required. _ 

l (jfY As to literary acquirements there can be no question ; I was very much pleased 

with the method of teaching, and the school arrangements. There is a first-class national 
teacher here, who was recently received into the community. 

2 . — Very satisfactory ; as appeared on the examination of the different classes. 

3. These are instructed in a separate school, well fitted up, and conducted with skill 

and «. ew have finall left) an d of these scarcely any had attained a satisfactory 
degree of education ; the school is not long established, and the pupils are, for the most 

part, poor, and cannot attend long or regularly. „ . ., . 

5. These branches are very successfully taught, and the proficiency of the pupils m 

them has been so satisfactory as to secure gratuities for the teachers. 

6. — Very satisfactory. . . 

7. Very satisfactory, as far as I could form an opinion from the appearance and 

conduct of the pupils. . . . . 

8. — Very satisfactory ; the Board’s rules are strictly observed. 

;t Satisfactory ; their instruction is superintended and supplemented by the nuns. 

9. ( c )._They are instructed from 9.15 until 10.30 o’clock, and from 1.15 until to 2.30 
o’clock, each day. 

9. (d). — They have not yet been examined. 

■ Quite adequate ; there are two lofty rooms, each 36 feet 6 by 19 feet 7. 

11. (b). — Excellent. 

11. (e).— £.500. 

12. — Sufficient; expense 16 l. 4s. 11 d. 

13. — In this respect it has been very successful. I have learned fiom the Rev. YV. 

Moore, p.p., that, before this school was established, there were no more than 50 or bO 
pupils in the school it has superseded. 14.— There 
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14. — There are no schools immediately around it; if children come here from the nei«h- 
bourhood of Lucan or Palmerstown — the next ordinary lay female schools, no influence has 
been exerted to induce them to come. 

15. A. — It is far superior to the ordinary girls’ schools I have visited. The Rev. Mr. 
Moore says, it is infinitely superior to those in the neighbourhood. 

15. B. — Far superior. 

15. c.— These branches are not taught in the ordinary girls’ schools, with the exception 
of the Ringsend Female National School. 

15. i>. — Superior. 

15. E. — Far superior, judging from the appearance of the pupils. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. G. — The rules are observed in all the schools. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. K. — Superior, as must appear from the attendance. 

1 6 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

17. — Very favourable. 

18. — The influence of this school has not yet extended beyond its immediate neighbour- 
hood, and here it has been entirely successful in impressing upon the minds of the parents 
the advantages of a good education for their children. 

There is a private school attached to the convent, which is attended by pupils who can 
afford to pay 5 s., or above, per quarter. On this account, the pupils here belong, in a 
great measure, to the poorer class, and it is only such of these as are selected for monitor- 
ships that can remain at school sufficiently long to qualify for teacherships. 

The present commodious and suitable building is only a few years erected, so that the 
school is only in a state of development. It promises well, and, I have no doubt will, ere 
long, establish a character equal to that of the most successful schools through the 
county. There arc here all the elements essential to success, and there is every reason 
to think they will be turned to good account. 

(signed) Timothy Sheahan, Head Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Dublin, Roll No. 7182. 



_ 


_ 


_ 


1860. 

3 


1861. 

1 


1862. 

2 












— 



Dalicey (No. 2) Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Institute of the Blessed Virgin (Loretto). 
Visited 31 May and 1 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. McCormick, Dalkey. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils j 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. ! 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


216 


93 


73 


18 


12 




7 


115 


Average Age ... 


5-7 


9 


10-6 


12-4 


13-1 


7-47 



Answers to Queries. 

te if 1,in g l»w« is ,™P'y. Uffideat. Three of the Sisters are occupied in 
tlmee paid monitors' 6 SC10 ° ^ ime J anc l a fourth occasionally assists. There are 

„vV, : viv The teachers appear to be thoroughly qualified as regards attainments, and they 
SnvSf “i T lU a ^. d J ud S ment in the regulation of the classes. They apply the im- 
pioved modes of teaching with earnestness and intelligence. ' 

* • ^ Wrary teaching is effective, especially in reading and penmanship. I found, 
liofnvn . 1G Jl T or c J asses J a considerable facility in reading books or papers not seen 

o > unusual ca l’ e 1S bestowed on the writing, and with eminent success. 

’ ie m tants, in a separate and most suitable room, are managed with tenderness and 
I 3 extreme 
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extreme care, and are taught according to improved methods. Simultaneous exercises 
and singing very successfully carried out. 

4. — Fifty per cent. . , , , „ A 

5. — Singing is taught by ear only, but with particularly good effect. 

6. Various branches of needlework are taught to all pupils but these of infant s school, 

and with results entirely satisfactory. Care is taken to keep the children continuously 

SU ' 7 P — ^n^excellent moral tone pervades the school, and habits of neatness and regularity 
are 'imparted with little apparent effort. The childrens’ manners are very pleasing and 

Ch g?— Catechetical instruction and prayer for 35 minutes each day. The arrangements 
are punctually observed. c , , 

9. ( a \ On the occasion of my inspection (my first visit to the school), two ot the 

three paid monitors were ill. I examined the third, appointed in September last, and 
found her very fairly prepared. 

9. ( £Y — They are found to be highly useful as junior instructors. 

9. (c) _ They have each day an hour of special instruction, and have also certain 

portions of the ordinary school hours for study. , 

9 (d \ — Their answering at the yearly examinations, held by my predecessor, appears 
to have been creditable, as gratuities for teaching them were awarded m successive years. 

10. — The Board’s rules are duly observed by the conductors. 

11 . (a). — The two rooms together afford room for 392 children. 

11. (/,). The site is excellent, near the sea, with wide, open space around, and the 

school rooms 47 x 25 feet ; admirable as to light, ventilation, and appointments. 

11. ( c ).— £. 500 for the building in 1854, at the expense of the religious. I could not 
obtain an account of subsequent expenditure on fittings ; say 560 1. in all. . . , 

12 —The school is adequately supplied with maps, apparatus, charts, &c., obtained 
from the Commissioners as free grants. Some expense is incurred by the nuns for school 
requisites, but the amount is not considerable, as the pupils purchase their own books, &c. 

13 —It commands an attendance of infants much more numerous than is usual m the 
ordinary national schools, and induces a greater desire for schooling for their children on 
the part of the more careless class of parents. In this locality destitution is comparatively 

rar i4.— A national school for girls, one of the oldest under the Board, non-vested, and 
under the patronage of the parish priest, is still in operation in near neighbourhood to 
this convent school. It is working inefficiently, yet the daily average attendance tor 1863 
amounted to 33, after nine years’ operation of the convent school. In the two years 
previous to the establishment of the convent school, 1853-54, the attendance at Dalkey 
(1) fluctuated between 30 and 60, as appears from the Board’s reports for those years. the 
latter school appears to have no other adverse influence to contend with than the higher 
opinion of, and confidence in, the convent school, which are felt by the people of the 

15. A. — Compared, with the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, taken as a body, this 
school is, in my judgment, decidedly superior in efficiency, as regards reading and pen- 
manship, and of equal effectiveness in the other items of literary instruction. 

15 . b. Superior as regards both the teaching, and the management, and education, m 

the wider sense of the term, of infant children. .... 

15. c . — Superior in the practical effect of instruction in singing. . 

15. u. — Superior in the regularity and effectiveness of industrial training. 

15. E . — Superior in the systematic attention to, and efficacy of moral culture. 

15 . f— S uperior in the qualifications of its conductors for the communication of 
religious knowledge,, and in the prominent share of attention to such teaching. 

15. g.— -O n a par with the ordinary schools, as to observance of the Board’s rules. 

15’ H . Superior in a marked degree, as to the amount and character of school accom- 

modation. 

15.1. — Superior as to the supply of educational apparatus. 

15. K . — Superior as to its influence in attracting a numerous attendance of poor 
children, and of the infant children of the better sort of workpeople, &e. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 3 I ^ | 3 | 3 

Incidental visits - - - | No record of such visits. 

17. — Rather unfavourable until last inspection, in 1863, as to the literary instruction; 
favourable with regard to industrial training, and to the order of the school. _ 

18. — As I am under the disadvantage of a very recent acquaintance with the neigh- 
bourhood, and as I have now visited this school for the first time, I do not feel myself 
qualified to offer any further observations as to the external influence of the school 



6 June 1864. 



(signed) 



B. MacSheehy, District Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 



County 
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County Dublin, Roll No. 6372. 

Fir House Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Carmelite. 



Visited 6 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Duffy, Fir House, Templeogue. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present 


on Days of Special Inspection i 




on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


for 

the year 1863.i 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


119 


40 


15 


10 


6 


3 




34 


Average Age 


- - - 


5 


9 


10 


13 




- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— Three nuns, and one junior monitress, Anne Muldoon. 

1. (b). — Indifferent. 

2 . — Indifferent. 

3.. — There is nothing peculiar in the management of infante in this school. 

4. — About one-fifth have left this school for the last few years, who had attained a 
satisfactory degree of education. 

5. — None taught. 

6. — Pretty fair. 

7. — Fair. 

8. — Every day, except Saturday, the pupils receive religious instruction from the nuns; 
this arrangement is carefully attended to. 

9. (a).— Fair. 

9. (5).— The nun who presides over this school speaks very favourably of the services 
of the junior monitress. 

9. (c).— She receives daily instruction from the nuns for one hour and a half before or 
after school hours, according as circumstances will allow. 

9. (d). — The. junior monitress is not a year in office. 

10. — Very fair. 

] 1. (a ). — There is no class-room, but there is ample school accommodation. 

11. ( b ).■ — Very good. 

11. (c). — £. 50, since May 1851. 

12-— The maps that are in the school were obtained as “free-stock.” The “school 
requisites,” for the last four years, cost 3 7. 6s. 3£ d. 

13. — The more destitute classes get bibs and frocks, and occasionally are given lunch in 
the middle of the day, which they would not receive in the ordinary female schools. 

14. — I he Roman Catholic clergymen are most anxious that the female children under 
their charge should attend convent schools. In this school I understand that influence 
has been brought to bear. 

15. a. — Rather indifferent. 

15. b . — Nothing different from the care with which they are treated in the ordinary 
girls’ schools. 

15. c. — Not taught. 

15. D. — Pretty fair. 

15. e . — y ery good indeed. 

15. f. — V ery good; but not better than what is taught in other female schools. 

15. 6. — Very good. 

15. h. — Better than what is found in many other girls’ schools. 

15. i.— Fair. 

15. k. I am not aware of any attractive influence, unless the little which is given in 
chanty mentioned in answer to Query 13. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

17. — Pretty fair. 

18.. “ Although the results of the literary instruction is not as high as could be desired, I 
co 405 t SC * 10 ° ver y U8e f u l : here such of the pupils who attend are carefully instructed 



1860. I 1861. 1862. I 1863. 

2 2 2 2 
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in needlework, a most essential branch of female instruction, while they must imbibe 
habits of order and cleanliness which they see around them in the persons of their teachers, 
but which, unhappily, they cannot see at home, being the children of a very poor class 
indeed — farm-labourers, who have, with few exceptions, but occasional employment 
throughout the year. 

(signed) W. MacDermott, District Inspector. 

6 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Dublin, Roll No. 5933. 
George’s Hill Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Presentation. 



Visited 30 and 31 May, and 1 and 2 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. O'Malley. 
George’s Hill, Dublin. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Roils for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Averago 
Attendance 
for 

Jthe Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


1,1-28 


529 


202 


136 


165 


58 


63 


624 


Average Age - 


6 


7-4 


95 


12 


14 


9-7 



Answers to Queries. 

— Fifteen nuns ; eight constantly in attendance. There are also 18 monitors, two 
of them trained and classed. 

1. (5), — Good. The schools were twice organized and greatly improved by the organi- 
zation of last year. Two of the monitors lately appointed are classed and trained. 

2. — Good. At my last inspection I found the school much improved, especially in 
writing and arithmetic. 

3. Very good. There is now an excellent time table, and it is well carried out. Of 

258 infants present on the 31st May, 141 could read in 2d section or above, 39 of them 
being in Sequel or Second Book ; 30 write very well on paper. 

4. — During the three years ending December 1863, 138 having attained 13 or 14 years, 
were struck off the rolls, having given up schooling ; of that number 75 were in Third 
Book, and 50 in Fourth, 38 in Sequel, and five in Second Book 91 per cent, attained a 
fair degree of education. 

5. — Very good; 70 in singing class: 4" minutes on one day in the week the music 
master attends, and the girls sing daily during the sewing hour in the junior school room. 
Some play the harmonium and some the piano. From 25 to 30 in drawing class; result 
good. 

6. — They learn plain work, knitting and fancy work, the materials being regularly sup- 
plied by the community ; they make bibs for themselves and clothes for the poor; one 
hour daily is devoted to sewing ; even the infants learn to sew. 

7. — Girls educated in the convent schools are in general easily recognized by their 
gentleness and modesty. 

8. — 9.52 to 10, 11.15 to 12.5, and 2.45 to 3 is devoted to religious instruction daily in 
the senior schools ; 10 to 10.15, 12 to 12.5 and 2.4 to 2f in the infant school. The arrange- 
ments are well observed. 

9. («). — Good ; at the last examination there was a marked improvement, especially in 
arithmetic. 

9. (b). — Good ; the school could not be carried on efficiently without them. 

9. (c). — One hour every morning before school ; a classed teacher instructs them ; and 
for 45 minutes within school hours they receive instruction from one of the nuns. 

9. ( d ). — Satisfactory. The 10 monitors who, having completed the time specified, 
attended the examinations, were all recommended for gratuities. In consequence of 
superior answering, four obtained the highest gratuities. 

10. — Well observed. 

11. (a). — Three school-rooms, 40 x 26 feet — high, 17 feet each; two class-rooms 
20 x 26 feet each ; can accommodate 650 pupils. 

11. (b). — Rooms 
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11. (5). — Rooms large and lofty, and well lighted. 



11. (c). — Building school-house and offices - £.2 170 

Fitting up 120 

Purchase of site -------- 1 172 

Total - - - £. 3,462 



12. — All the large maps, 170 charts, 24 black boards, 9 easels, 3 harmoniums, and a piano, 
£.59 15s., were paid for requisites during the last three years. 

13. — During the past year 30 children were clothed, boarded and lodged ; 70 got break- 
fast, and 100 partial clothing. Those children would have been probably enticed into 
proselytizing schools or left destitute of any instruction were it not for this institution. 

14. — It has compelled good schools to increase their exertions to keep up a sufficient 
average attendance, while it has relieved schools of an opposite class of many pupils 
whose instruction Avas neglected. It has compelled both good and bad to extend their 
programme to branches Avhich but for the convent school would probably be omitted ; 
and, to the locality in Avhich it is placed, it is a model of cleanliness and order. 

It is true it has a tendency to absorb the education of the Roman Catholic poor around, 
because the instruction it affords is for them the cheapest and the best ; but to effect this 
it uses no agencies but those of Avhich every unprejudiced mind must approve : — superior 
accommodation, a stricter discipline, more efficient teaching, and food and clothes to the 
poor of their own persuasion. Those of other persuasions are but comparatively Icav, and, 
having other resources, do not seek assistance at the convents ; but if they did, they 
Avould receive it equally with the Roman Catholics, and without any interference Avith 
their religious belief. 

It should be borne in mind that, on the rolls of the national schools around, Avhich 
now contribute to the attendance in the convent school, there are no Protestants. The 
question is between schools attended by Roman Catholics only ; and should they not be 
at liberty to select the one they haA 7 e found, by experience, to be the best ? 

It appears to me that, to endeavour to prevent this freedom of choice, by refusing 
efficient assistance to a convent school solely because its teachers are nuns, and thus 
discourage and retard its progress, and bring it doAvn to the Ioav level of ordinary schools, 
cannot serve popular education, but must Aveaken the confidence of Roman Catholics in 
the system, and fill their minds Avith distrust; especially Avhen it is recollected that every 
penny the nuns receive from the state is expended on the school. 

15. A. — None of the ordinary schools have so large a number able to read with ease and 
correctness the advanced lesson-books, or so Avell up in the programme of their class. 

15. B. — Very good; the proportion able to read Avords of three or more letters is above 
the average of the ordinary infant schools of the district, viz., 54 percent, here, Avhile 51 
per cent is the average of the ordinary infant schools. 

15. C. — Better than in the ordinary schools ; here, they have both A'ocal and instru- 
mental music, and qualified teachers ; but only three or four of the ordinary schools have 
harmoniums ; draAving is taught in only one of the ordinary female schools ; here, there 
are from 20 to 30 in the class, and they haA'e made good progress. 

15. D.— There is a constant supply of needlework, and the task is never omitted or post- 
poned ; Avhile, in too many of the ordinary schools, only a few learn to seAV, and the supply 
depends on Avhat the children happen to bring. 

15. E. — The - order and cleanliness of the school- room and furniture, the decorum 
obseiwed, the kind manner and encouraging looks of the nuns make a deep impression on 
the children. Is not all this moral training as yet unequalled in our ordinary schools ? 

15. F. More time is given to religious instruction than in the ordinary schools ; religion 
is explained by qualified teachers, Avho are not influenced by any mercenary motive, and 
Avhose teaching is a Avork of love. 

15. G. Quite as Avell observed as in the ordinary schools ; it is true the attendance here 
is. unmixed, but it is also unmixed in all the large ordinary national schools north of the 
Liffey, within the city. 

15. H. — Better than in the general run of schools. 

15. 1 . Better; there are no national schools, except the model schools, so Avell sup- 
plied with educational apparatus as the convent schools. 

15. K. The superiority of convent schools in the points just stated ; in the ordinary 
schools all are expected to pay, here no fee is insisted on, and those only Avho are able and 
willing to pay contribute ; here, the poorest are fed and clothed, Avhile the nuns take an 
interest in the Avelfare of their pupils, who love their instructors, and are happy while 
under their care. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - 2 2 3 1 

Incidental Visits - - 1 — — The School was 

organised in 
1863. 

I paid many incidental visits in 1863, but I did not enter them in the report book. 

17. — In general, favourable ; some defects in junior classes pointed out. 

18 . — -It has added considerably to the number who receive instruction, and who would 
otherwise idle in the streets, or attend for food proselytizing schools ; and it has improved 

405. K education 
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education materially by winning tie affections of its pupils, and by its constant lessons of 
obedience and self control; in this point, it far surpasses our ordinary schools ; it has pro- 
duced ao-ents by whom education is carried on, not m Ireland only, but m foreign countries ; 
within the last five years, from 30 to 40 girls left this establishment who are now teachers 
viz 14 in Ireland, 11 in America, three in England, three m France, three m India. It 
has undoubtedly helped to attach the people to national education, for every Roman 
Catholic feels that there can be nothing against their faith m those rules which are earned 
out in convent schools ; and, may I ask, is he a friend of national education who would 
strive to sever that connection, and thus break those religious ties that now bind it to the 
o-reat mass of the people. While that connection exists, the system is safe m the eyes of 
Roman Catholics, no matter what power may be brought to bear against it ; i but, if broken, 
general suspicion and discontent will probably work its overthrow. It uttrue the attend- 
ance here is unmixed, but the attendance is unmixed m nearly half the national schools 
of the country, and cannot be otherwise m the Roman Catholic pi ovmces , but, surely, 
this would beno reason for excluding them from the advantages which mixed sohools 
possess; I believe that whatever aid the convents receive from the system is more than 
repaid by the stability they give it, that nothing worse could befal education m this 
district than to strike from its roll communities like this, and that no lay teachei evei can 
educate the female portion of the Roman Catholic poor, as they are now being educated 
in the convent schools, not in literary attainments only, but m Christian gentleness and 
in relioious feeling, and in all that is calculated to make their lives happy and useful. 

This school was established in 1786, nearly 80 years since ; it was connected with the 
Board in 1850; it was never so efficient as it is now. 

(signed) F. F. O' Carroll, District Inspector. 

5 June 1864. (Roman Catholic. 1 



County Dublin, Roll No. 7608. 
Glasthule Female Content National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 7 June 1864.— Manager, Rev. James Cavanagh, p . p ., Kingstown. 



Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection ir 



Distinct Pupils 
on Polls for 
the Year 1803. 


Average \ 
Attendance | 

tho Yearl863.j 


' 

First Class, j 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


309 


149 j 


90 | 


31 


21 


| 9 


10 


161 


Average Age 




5-5 


8’5 


9-8 


11 


! 


7-3 



Answers to Queries. 

I. ( a ) —The teaching power (adult) is scarcely adequate, as there are but two ladies to 

teach and superintend. . .. . , ,,, . 

1. (j\ The teachers are highly competent as regards literary . acquirements ; then 

method of instruction is judicious and energetic, and they show considerable skill and tact 

in school management. , 

2. The course of instruction is of very satisfactory extent, especially when .the extreme 

youthfulness of the pupils is considered. I found three children reading the boys _ faith 
book. Grammar and geography are regularly taught ; home lessons, m these subjects, 
bein<r learned by third and higher classes. The more advanced pupils answered well m 
derivations. The power of reading with facility is acquired at a very early age by 
those who attend school with fair regularity. 

3 —The infants, constituting the chief part of the attendance, are managed with affec- 
tionate care and great success. Some of the pupils in fourth class are little more than 
“ infants ” in the technical sense, being scarcely eight years old. 

4. — Sixty-three per cent. .... , 

5, There is a slight amount of proficiency in singing by ear ; a lesson being given 

about once a fortnight by a lady visitor. No other extra branch. 

6 —Great attention is devoted to needlework, which the children commence before they 
have well emerged from babyhood. The results of this training are excellent. 

7 Orderly "habits, and good manners, are acquired infallibly by those who attend 

school even tolerably well. The moral tone of the school is very good. 

g. One hour per day is devoted to religious instruction; the arrangements are 

punctually observed. g , ^ 
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9. (a). — At this inspection (my first), I have found only two of the four- paid monitors 
in attendance, the other two being ill. The answering of the two, whom I examined, was 
creditable ; very much so, in the case of the senior paid monitress. 

9. (5). — They are found to give very effective aid in the teaching of junior classes. 

9. (c). — They are taught for half-an-hour before the regular school-hours, and for 1J- 
hours with the advanced classes. They also write at home exercises in parsing, &c., which 
they submit to the lady who teaches them. 

9. (d). — Their answering at the annual examinations, held by my predecessor, appears 
to have been creditable, as ‘ £ gratuities ” for their instruction were awarded in successive 
years. 

10. — The Board’s rules are duly observed by the conductors. 

11. (a). — One principal school-room, and two class-rooms, afford space for 213 children. 

1 1 . (/;). — The large school -room is very suitable, as are also the play -ground and offices. 

T-he class-rooms are not sufficiently ventilated, having windows in front only, and low 
ceilings. 

11. (c). — The cost of house and offices, taking the Board’s scale as a standard, but 
making deduction on account of the inferior character of class-rooms, may be estimated 
at 400 7. 

12. — A remarkably full supply of maps and other apparatus (4 7. 10s. .worth), purchased 
from, the Commissioner’s store, and a considerable quantity from Kildare-place, the cost 
.of which cannot now be ascertained. Shop and tradesmens’ bills to the amount of 
807. 19 s. for repairs and improvement of premises, painting ; clothing, as rewards for 
the poorer children, &c., were shown to me at the school. An expense of nearly 10 7. 
per year is incurred for books, toys, 8cc., given as premiums. 

13. — The school is invaluable, in its crowded neighbourhood, from its success in 
attracting very young children. There is but little destitution in the locality. Parents. of 
the ruder and more careless class, however, are induced to send their children hither, 
who would most probably neglect sending them to lay-teachers. 

14. — This school was at first taught by a lay school-mistress. It was first put under the 
Board in 1854 ; and in 1856, it was transferred to the Sisters of Mercy. The convent 
schools here, and at Kingstown, Dalkey, &c., have, in effect, superseded all lay-schools 
for the Catholic poor, by the very fact of their establishment, the strong religious feelings 
of the people sufficing to ensure the transfer of children to the care of the nuns. 

15. A. — Compared with the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, taken as] a body, this- 
school is, in my judgment superior as regards the instruction of the higher classes ; equal 
in other particulars of literary instruction. 

15. B. — Superior in regard to the judicious treatment of large numbers of infant pupils. 

15. c. — Equal in respect to the practice of singing. 

15. D. — Altogether superior in the amount of attention given to industrial teaching, the 
regular supply of materials, and the effectiveness of this instruction. 

15. E. — Superior to the ordinary schools, in its efficiency, for moral training. 

15. E. — Superior in the degree of importance assigned to religious instruction, and in 
the qualifications of the instructors. 

15. G. — On a par with the other schools in reference to observance of the Board’s rules. 

15. H. — Superior so far as the principal school-room, the play- ground, and out-offices are 
concerned ; class-rooms not suitable ; were built for the former lay teacher’s residence. 

15. i. — Markedly superior as to sufficiency of educational apparatus. 

15. k. — G reatly superior in its efficacy, for the extension of education, to the greatest 
possible number of the children of the lower order. 

[ 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - 3 3 3 | 3 

Incidental Visits - j — | 1 | — j - 

17. — Rather unfavourable. 

18. — This school is not immediately attached to the convent in which its teachers reside, 
and while it is quite open to children, persisting in their attendance, to attain here to the 
highest degree of literary acquirement for national school girls, the school is in the main 
one for infants. The schools at Kingstown and Dalkey being within the precincts of the 
respective convents, -would appear to have greater attraction for the children, who are old 
enough to walk some distance without inconvenience. Since it was taken up by the nuns 
in 1856, it has not furnished any young teachers to other schools, and thus I have no 
means of tracing its influence beyond its own locality. There, however, it has clearly 
been the instrument of bringing a large accession to the ranks of national school children. 
It has, in fact, doubled the number of such school children in Glasthule, for it appears 
from the Commissioners twenty-second Report, Volume I.,that the daily average attendance 
at the boys’ and girls’ schools for the half-year ended 30th September 1855, amounted to- 
39 and 58 respectively; 1855 being the year preceding the transfer of the girls’ school to 
the sisters of mercy ; whereas, for 1863, the average attendance of pupils was 35 in the 
boys’ and 149 in the convent school ; the increase, then, has been from 97 (average) to 184. 
The comparison must embrace the male school as 20 or more little boys are taught by 
the nuns. 

(signed) B. MacSlieehy, District Inspector. 

9 June 1864. (Roman Catholic;) 



405. 



Cou nty 
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County Dublin, Roll No. 7546. 

Golden Bridge Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 3 June 1864: — Manager, Mrs. Kirwan, Golden-bridge. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 


Number of Pupils present > 


on days of Special Inspection in 




Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequel. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


569 


247 


113 


39 


22 


18 


28 


220 


Average Age 


- - - 


4-9 


8-7 


11 


IPS 


13-7 


8 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — Sufficient ; there are three nuns and eight paid monitors. 

1. (5), — Very good. The lady who has the superintendence of the school is peculiarly 
qualified for the various duties connected with the office. 

2. — Very satisfactory. 

3. — The infant school is detached from the adult school, and conducted on the most 
approved system. 

4. — About 12 have left, and of these eight have been very fairly educated. 

5. — Successful. Gratuities have been given for instruction in these branches. 

6. — Very good. Several of the advanced pupils, who left for the industrial institution 
which is attached, are now earning 10 s. per week. 

7. — Very good, as far as I could judge, from their bearing and conduct in the 
school. 

8. — Satisfactory, and in strict accordance with the rules of the Board. 

9. (a ). — Very fair. 

9. (5).— Very fair. 

9. (c). — They receive instructions from 9.30 to 11.15 o’clock, and from 3 to 4 o’clock 
each day. 

9. ( d ). — All earned gratuities by their good answering. 

10. ' — Entirely satisfactory. 

11. (a ). — Quite sufficient. 

11. (5). — Excellent. 

11. (cj. — £. 750 raised by the nuns. 

12. — Good. Expense 15 1. 4 s. 4 d. 

13. It has been very successful in this respect, as must appear from the high 

attendance. 

14. — A large number of pupils came from the neighbouring female national schools, 
when these schools were erected. About two years ago the school was held in an old 
house, and the attendance was then low. I was informed that no measures were taken 
outside the school to induce children to leave the other schools and come here. 

15. A. — Far superior, as far as I had an opportunity of forming an opinion. 

15. B . — Far superior, as far as I had an opportunity of forming an opinion. 

15. c . — Far superior. These branches are seldom taught in ordinary schools. 

15. D. — Far superior. 

15. E. — Far superior. 

15. E. — Far superior. 

15. (j. — The rules are observed in all. 

15. H. — Far superior. 

15. i. — Far superior. 

15. K . — The superiority in this point is clear from the high attendance. 









1860. 1 


1861. 


1862. 


- 


- 




2 


2 


2 


- 




- 


• " 


‘ 


1 



1863. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental Visits 

17. — Favourable. 

18. — The school is not long enough established to produce any effect, beyond its imme- 
diate neighbourhood. It promises well, and I have no doubt the monitresses educated in 
it will prove successful and efficient teachers. 

Timothy Sheahan, Head Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Cat iilic). 



County 
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County Dublin, Roll No. 1149. 

King’s Inn’s Street Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Charity. 

Visited 30 and 31 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. Walter Murphy, Marlborough-street, 
Dublin. 




* All tlie males are iu the infant department of the school. 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— Very adequate teaching power is afforded by the following staff, two “ sisters” 
of the Community, three lay teachers paid by the Community, four pupil teachers, one of 
whom has her salary supplemented by the nuns to 30 1. per annum, 24 paid monitresses, 
and an efficient staff of unpaid monitresses. 

1. (b ). — The superioress who has had the management and direction of this school for 
many years possesses very high acquirements ; she is thoroughly acquainted with the art 
of teaching, which appears to have been the study of her life ; she is thoroughly devoted, 
active, and. earnest, and she has succeeded in a remarkable degree in impressing the same 
spirit on all the teachers under her direction. The school is organised upon a plan of her 
own, and the results are highly satisfactory ; no idleness, no listlessness, no time lost in 
making changes, or in getting to work when they are made 

2. — Highly efficient; no branch neglected. 

3. — Management and care very satisfactory ; many come so young as two years ; some 
require to have sleep, and two beds are provided for this. As to instruction, there are about 
200 learning alphabet and words of two letters. There is a third book class consisting of 
19 pupils, average age 6 - 7. 

4. — The school consists of four departments ; those who leave the infant and senior 
infant departments cannot come under this head. Those who are in Room No. 4, the 
highest department have reached Third Book before they enter it, and consequently have 
then “attained a satisfactory degree of education;” so that is only in Room No. 3 that 
such pupils could be found. Unfortunately the register of past years has not been pre- 
served. Judging from the present state of the school and from those struck off for some 
time past, I think none leave finally without reaching Third Book of lessons, and having 
attained a fair amount of the knowledge required for that class. On the day of inspection 
there were in the school only eight who were 13 years, or above classed so low as Second 
Book; whereas there were of 13 years or under, 163 on Third Book, and 89 in Fourth 
Book. In this respect the school appears to be most efficient. The children attend with 
regularity, and there is comparatively little fluctuation in the higher departments. 

5. — Very satisfactory. Several girls have obtained situations in consequence of their 
proficiency in music. 

6. — Satisfactory. Girls become milliners, dressmakers, tailoresses, &c., in consequence. 

7. — The habits and manners are all that could be desired. 

8. — Religious instruction from 12 to 1 o’clock on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays, on Wednesdays from 10 to 1.30 o’clock. The arrangements are observed. 

9. (a). — Highly satisfactory. 

9. (&). — They appear to me to be most efficient. 

_ 9. (c). — The paid monitresses are taught by the superioress (Mrs. Barrett) from 9 to 10 
o’clock every morning in reading, parsing, geography, and arithmetic. They prepare 
home lessons and write out exercise books, some of which are beautifully executed ; they 
are also taught music (vocal and instrumental), drawing, and French. 

There is a class of 67 unpaid monitresses instructed by a lay teacher (Miss Gaffney), 
who is assisted by a pupil teacher or a paid monitress; those attend from 9 to 10 o’clock 
every morning. Both classes of monitresses receive three hours of consecutive teaching 
on Saturdays by the same teachers. 

9. '(d). — Very creditable. 437. awarded for the year 1863 for the answering of 22 
monitresses. 

10. Well observed. There is a modified form of “ General Lessons ” in use, which has 
-been approved of by the Board. 

405. k 3 11. («)• — There 
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11. (a). There are three school-rooms, 34 by 34 each, one 31 by 31, and two class-rooms 
usually occupied by the pupils who are learning music. The only room in which the 
space is insufficient is the infant department, in which however, six square feet for each 
pupil are not required. 

11, (j)._ Generally satisfactory. School-room in a street where space was evidently 
confined ; playground small ; out-offices satisfactory. 

11. ( c ). — The exact expense incurred cannot now be ascertained; the Board gave a 
building grant in the year 1834 amounting to 547 l . ; a grant for fitting up was made in 
1840 amounting to 20 L. The house is vested in trustees. 

12. A full supply of maps and charts ; these have been provided from time to time, 
partly at the expense of the Community and partly by grants from the Commissioners. 
An organizing grant of apparatus was made some time since amounting to 18 I. 19 s. 4 d. 
A harmonium was granted value, 2 1. 12 s. Four harmoniums and two or three pianos are 
in use, provided by the Community. 

13. — | he children of the destitute classes are brought out by the inducement of bread and 
clothino-, many of whom would not attend otherwise. About. 200 get breakfast daily ; 
bread last year cost 130 /. and clothing cost 90 l. 

14. — Sometimes pupils are sent to this school from schools around it, for the purpose of 
learning the higher subjects which are not taught in the other schools. No agency except 
the superior advantages. St. Michael’s and St. Paul’s are most affected; 20 from St. 
Michael’s and 23 from St. Paul’s within the year 1863. This school has supplied teachers 
to many schools from time to time. The example of the highly efficient instruction im- 
parted, has no doubt been affecting advantageously other female schools, and stimulating 
them to healthy activity. 

15. — I have not had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the “ordinary 
girls’ schools” in the Dublin district, except to a very limited extent; but there can be no 
question as to the educational value of this convent school being very great ; no other 
convent school is so highly paid by the Board, very high results have been attained, 
the school would contrast most favourably for itself with the best of the ordinary national 
schools throughout Ireland generally. In this view I may refer to the several heads. 

15. a. — As efficient as the best. 

15. — Satisfactory as to care, &c. There are few good infant schools, except the 

model schools, where equal attention is given. 

15. c. — Much greater proficiency than in any “ordinary ” school I have seen. (There 
is a teacher of drawing who attends from Marlboro’ Street and who is paid by the Board). 
There is a French teacher in attendance two days each week, a class of 50 learn this 
subject ; these branches are taught at extra hours. 

15. D. — Industrial instruction is given only to the pupils in Room No. 4; in some other 
schools a greater proportion of pupils may be taught, but in none is the teaching more 
effective. A sewing machine has been lately introduced ; this is not elsewhere. 

15. E. — Higher than the ordinary schools. 

15 . f. — T he school being conducted by “ religious ” teachers, this subject receives 
special attention, 7 1 hours weekly are given to it, in such a way, and at such timps, as to 
secure the attendance of all the pupils. In many of the ordinary schools, there is no 
attendance on the day specially set apart for religious instruction. 

15. g.— Rules as Avell observed as in other schools ; — see Query 10. 

15. H. —Equally good ; infant school rather croivded. 

15. i. — Better supplied than in most schools. 

15. K. — The superior instruction for the middle classes, and the food and clothing for 
the destitute, form an attractive influence which other schools do not in general enjoy. 



16. — Inspections - 


1860. 

2 


1861. 

2 


1862. ] 
2 


1863. 

2 


Incidental Visits 


3 


2 


2 


2 



Some incidental visits were paid which were not recorded. 

17. — Very favourable. 

18. — This school was taken into connection with the National Board at a very early 
date; the roll number being 1149. The effect of every well-conducted school upon 
education generally cannot be otherwise than favourable ; in this way, this school has 
been beneficial both to the schools in the city and to schools at a greater distance. 

The young persons who have been brought up at this school as monitors, and who have 
become teachers elsewhere, are likely to be found the same earnest and diligent teachers 
which they were when under the direction of the superioress here ; she has a great power 
in securing constant zealous work from all connected with her. I can only speak of what 
such teachers are likely to be, as I have not had an opportunity of meeting any of them 
in charge of schools. 

(signed) W. A. Hunter, Head Inspector. 

3 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



County 
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County Dublin, Roll No. 5600. 

Kingstown Convent National School*. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Dominican. 



Visited 6 and 7 June 1864. —Manager, Mrs. Maher, Kingstown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection ir 




Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


| Sequels. 


i Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


882 


•197 


306 1 


138 


107 


48 


22 


621. 


Average Age 


- - - 


l 6 


9 


11 


13 


12 


8-4 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There are 12 nuns in constant attendance. These are indefatigable, both in 
teach ng themselves, and superintending the teaching of the paid monitresses. There are 
12 such monitresses in all, six senior and six junior. The high attendance requires 
more monitresses to render the instruction of the junior classes thoroughly effective. 

1. (b). — Their acquirements are of a high order, and they have teceived practical 
instruction in method and organization from one of the Board’s organizers, who visited 
the school for the purpose. 

2. — Very satisfactory in the higher division ; and in the lower division as good as could 
be expected, taking into account the irregular attendance of the children. 

3. — They are instructed on the infant school system in two large rooms ; each having a 
class-room attached, and all suitably furnished ; the boys are taught apart from the girls. 

4. — In the course of last year J5 pupils left finally ; of these, seven belonged to the fifth 
class, and attained a good education. The remaining eight were in the fourth class, and 
must have attained a very fair proficiency. 

5. — Very satisfactory in music, which is taught by a qualified professor. Drawing is not 
taught. 

6. — Very satisfactory. It receives due attention from the nuns, and all the pupils are 
employed an hour every day at sewing, knitting, embroidery, &c. 

7- — Most pleasing; all appeared clean and tidy, and observed good order, not only in th§ 
class-rooms, but on their way home from school. 

8. — Very satisfactory. It is given from 12 to 12.5 o’clock, and from 2 until 3 o’clock 
each day, and in accordance with the rules of the Board. 

0. (a). — Good. 

9. (6). — Good. I heard them examine several classes, and was much pleased with the 
intelligence and skill which they exhibited. 

9. (c). — They are very carefully instructed for two hours daily, and the nuns take a deep 
interest in their improvement. 

9. ( d ). — Very satisfactory ; all were awarded gratuities after the last examinations. 

10. — Very satisfactory; the nuns find no difficulty whatever in strictly complying with 
them. 

11. (ct). — Sufficient for a larger attendance ; there are five spacious -and lofty school- 
rooms, and five class-rooms, all built and furnished in the best style. 

1 1 . ( l ). — Excellent. 

11. (e). — Two thousand one hundred pounds, raised by the community. 

12. — Well supplied in every respect. 

13. — The very large attendance of very poor children shows that it has been entirely 
successful in this point. Were there only ordinary girls’ schools, I am Bure, judging from 
what I have seen elsewhere, one-third of the number would not attend them. 

14. — There are no lay female schools in connection with the Board sufficiently near to be 
affected by it. The poorer children get breakfast every morning ; this is the only agency 
employed to induce them to come to school; the others are induced to come solely by the 
character of the school, and the benefit they expect to derive from attending it. 

15. a. — I t is superior in every respect, as far as I have had an opportunity of judging. 

15. b. — T hey are instructed here apait from the adults, and on the infant school system. 

There is no such provision made for them in the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. c. — The instruction in music is superior, being given by a professor, who is paid by 
the nuns. Drawing is not taught here, nor in the ordinary schools. 

15. d. — I t. must be superior here from the attention paid to it by the nuns, and the large 
number employed in superintending it. 

405. K 4 15. e.— I n 
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15. E . I n this point, more has been done than could be looked for in ordinary schools. 

15 . f.*— T here can be no question as to the superiority of the .religious instruction 
imparted by nuns, above that given by lay teachers, who alone have charge of it in the- 
ordinary schools. . 

15 . g. — T hey are observed in all the schools, and in none more strictly than they are 
here. 

15. n. — Superior to any ordinary schools I have seen. 

15. x. — It must be equal to, if not superior, to the best supplied schools. 

15. K . Independently of any relief given .to the poorer children, the very name of the 

convent school, and the appearance of the ladies in charge of it, have an attraction for the 
children of the poor, that cannot be looked for in lay schools. Then, the deep interest, 
and the maternal concern which the nuns evince towards them, make an impression on their 
tender minds calculated to secure their attendance ever after. 



1G. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

17 —Those left by Mr. Mahony, who had charge of the district up to 1st February - 
last, were favourable. Mr. MacSheehy has examined the school since then, and left obser- 
vations still more favourable. 

18. — It has had as yet but little effect beyond its immediate neighbourhood. One girl 
lately left the school to take charge of the Rathdrum National School; she had spent four 
years here as a paid monitress. There are now in the school four monitresses who will be 
soon qualified to become teachers. 

There are four convent schools within three miles of this, and there are seven such 
schools in the district ; all these are in connexion with the Board, and being well attended, 
must exercise in their respective neighbourhoods a salutary influence in- popularizing the 
national system. 

(signed) Timothy Sheehan, Plead Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Homan Catholic). 



County Dublin, Roll No. 729. 
Loketto Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Loretto Order. 



Visited 2 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Somers, Rathfarnham. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 


Number of Pupils present < 


>n Days of Special Inspection ir 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 18C3. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


1/Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


280 


146 


Ill 


14 


17 


10 


11 


163 


Average Age 




6-3 


10 


10-6 | 


11 


12-3 


7-9 



Answers to Queries. 

1, — ( a ). — Sufficient; three nuns attend the whole day, assisted by three monitresses 
and a vvorkmistress ; three or four more nuns come for half hours. 

1. (6). — Good ; the lady in charge of the school holds a certificate of qualification from 
the Committee of Council on Education. 

2. — The instruction is as effective as could well be expected, taking into account the 
poverty of the children, which causes the attendance to be very irregular. 

3. — There is set apart for the purpose, a room provided with a gallery, an arithmeticon, 
and tablets. 

4. — None for the last year, the pupils do not remain at school long enough to attain a 
high proficiency. 

5. — Nothing to speak of; the pupils are taught to sing little songs and hymns by ear ; 
and the practice is kept up every day. 

6. — Very satisfactory; the advanced girls are expert at sewing, crochet work, embroidery, 
can make shirts for shops, and can cut out dresses. 
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8. — Good; it is given from 2 £ until 3 o’clock, and from 12 o’clock to 12 - 5 o’clock each 
day. The Board’s rules on this point are observed. 

9. (a). — Very fair. 

9. ( b ). — Very fair. 

9. (c). — They are instructed from 8§ until 9f o’clock each day. 

9.. (d ). — One only attended the annual examinations ; the others are in their first year of 
service. 

10 . — Satisfactory. 

11 . (a). — There is sufficient space, though the house is only temporarily employed for 
the purpose. A suitable house is to be built forthwith. 

11. (b). — Very fair. 

11. (c).— It was not built for the purpose ; it was formerly used for stables. I could get 
no return of the expense of the alterations. 

12. — There are no charts ; it is supplied in other respects ; expense, 10 l. 

13. — The poorer children get dinner every day, and clothes twice a year. 

14. — It has not affected any, nor are any influences employed for the purpose. 

15- As regards the senior classes, it was equal to that given in the first class schools 
I have visited. The juniors did not answer so well, owing in a great measure, to irregular 
attendance. 

15. b. — T hey are better attended to here. 

15. c. — Much the same as regards music; there is no instruction given in drawing, 
either here, or in the ordinary schools, except in the Ringsend Female National School. 

15. d. — Superior, except the Ringsend Female National School and the Irishtovvn 
Female National School. 

15. e. — Superior. 

15. p. — Superior. 

15. G. — They are observed in all the schools. 

15. H. — Superior to some, inferior to others. 

15. i. — Much the same. 

15. k. — S uperior, as must appear from the the high attendance ; but this may be traced 
in a great measure to the food and clothes that are distributed amongst the poorer 
children. 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



17. — Very favourable in regard to the senior classes ; tolerable as to the juniors. 

18. — It has had little effect beyond its immediate neighbourhood, and none have left it to 
take charge of national schools. It has in a great measure the character of a school for 
the poor; and by such, with few exceptions, it is attended. There is a private school 
attached to the convent, which is attended by such children as can afford to pay for their 
tuition higher rates than are generally demanded in national schools. 



6 June 1864. 



(signed) Timothy Sheahan, Head Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Dublin, Roll No. 3107. 
Richmond Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation. 



Visited 25 and 30 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. C. Rooney, Clontarf. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils , 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


N umber 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
• for 

the Y ear 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total 


354 


169 i 

1 


97 


10 


47 


10 


9 


173 


Average Age - 


5-8 


9-4 


10-5 


12 


13-5 1 


10-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). Fifteen nuns and five monitors. The nuns teach in turn; three generally em- 
ployed in each room. Each nun teaches from an hour to an hour and a half at a time. 

3’ ^ Acquirements good; some of the nuns in the senior school teach very well 
indeed ; one of them, before her entrance into the convent, was trained and classed in the 
central model school. 

-• 1° reading, grammar, writing, &c., the pupils in senior rooms are very good, but in 

geography and arithmetic, the junior classes are below the requirements of programme. 

405. L 3. — Cleanliness 
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3. — Cleanliness, order, and religious instruction, very good, but the per-centage of those 
able to read is not equal to that attained in the ordinary infant schools of the district. 

4. — Of 120 who were 13 or 14 years of age, and, having completed their school time, were 
struck off rolls, 60 were in the advanced lesson-books, or 50 per cent, attained the degree 
required. 

5. — Singing fair ; drawing not taught. It is taught in one only of the 26 ordinary girls’ 
schools. 

6. — All the pupils, except those of the lowest class, learn plain work, and about 12 learn 
fancy work and embroidery. 

7. — Very good. 

8. — 11.10 to 12, and 2$ to 3, on all school days, is for religious instruction in the 
senior room; 11.15 to 12 on all school days, and 1.45 to 2.20 on Friday in infant room. 
Those arrangements are well observed. 

9. (a). — There are five monitors; the acquirements Of the two senior monitors good; of 
the three lately appointed, fair. 

9. (b). — They teach reading, spelling, and the elements of arithmetic and geography to 
the junior pupils. It would be an advantage to have an organizer sent to the infant school. 
Judging from the results, the junior monitors are deficient in method. 

9. (c). — They get half an hour’s instruction daily outside school hours, and an hour on 
Friday within school hours. The junior monitors get also half an hour within the school 
time daily. 

9. ( d ). — The two senior monitors were recommended by me for the highest gratuities. 
Those lately appointed were not awarded any. 

10. — Good. There is one point, however, which is not usual in National Schools ; there 
are coloured prints, the subjects being taken from the Old Testament, hung round the walls 
of the senior room, and from the New Testament on the walls of the infant school, as the 
History of Joseph and Abraham, the Last Supper, Sec. 

11 . ( a ). — Quite sufficient. Each room is calculated to accommodate 170 pupils, while 
the average attendance in both rooms for the year ending March was 169, being the highest 
average attained during the last six years. 

11 . (6). — Very good; rooms large, lofty, and well lighted. 

11. (c). — Nine hundred pounds, contributed by the community, aided by local parties, 

12. — Well supplied. 

13. — Eighteen of the poorest are daily fed and clothed when required. 

14. — It has compelled good schools to increase their exertions to keep up a sufficient 
average attendance, while it has relieved schools of an opposite class of many pupils whose 
instruction was neglected. It lias compelled both good and bad to extend their programme 
to branches, which but for the convent school would propably be omitted; and, to the 
locality in which it is plated, it is a model of cleanliness and order. 

It is true it has a tendency to absorb the education of the Homan Catholic poor around, 
because the instruction it affords is for them the cheapest and the best ; but to effect this it 
uses no agencies but those of which every unprejudiced mind must approve: superior 
accommodation, a stricter discipline, more efficient teaching, and food and clothes to the 
poor of their own persuasion. Those of other persuasions are but comparatively few, and 
having other resources do not seek assistance at the convents; but if they did, they would 
receive it equally with the Roman Catholics, and without any interference with their religious 
belief. It should be borne in mind that on the rolls of the national schools around which 
now contribute to the attendance in the convent school, there are no Protestants. The 
question is between schools attended by Roman Catholics only; and should they not be at 
liberty to select the one they have found by experience to be the best ? 

It appears to me, that to endeavour to prevent this freedom of choice, by refusing efficient 
assistance to a convent school, solely because its teachers are nuns, and thus discourage and 
retard its progress, and bring it down to the low. level of ordinary schools, cannot serve°popu- 
lar education, but must weaken the confidence of Roman Catholics in the system, and fill 
their minds With distrust, especially when it is recollected that every penny the nuns receive 
from the State is expended on the school. 

15 (a). — This school has 30 pupils, exclusive of monitors, in the third and fourth lesson- 
books. Of the 26 ordinary schools for girls in this district, only four have 30 pupils in 
those advanced books. 

15. (b).— C are and management very good, but in literary attainments below the average 
of the lay infant schools of the district. Only 37 per cent, of the infants able to read in 
second book, or in second or third section of first book, while the average of the six infant 
schools of the district is 51 per cent. However, here a great portion more are mere infants 
uuable to speak. 

15. (c).— Singing is the only extra branch taught. Singing is fairly taught by qualified 
teachers, only in seven out of 26 girls’ schools. As yet they have no harmonium here but 
they are most anxious to procure one. One of the nuns sings very well, and instructs the 
senior pupils ; one of the monitors the infants. 

15. (d).— P lain work chiefly. It is taught daily for an hour to all in the senior room. 
The materials are regularly supplied by the nuns. Scarcely any of the lay ordinary 
schools have a regular supply. In most of them it depends on what the pupils chance to 
bring, and frequently very few bring any. 

15. (E).— In this respect it surpasses the ordinary schools. The girls educated by 
nuns are easily distinguished by cleanliness and neatness of dress, and by their modest 
demeanour. 

15 . (f).— I n this respect it surpasses the ordinary lay schools. More time is given to 

prayer 
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prayer and catechetical instruction. Their duties are explained and their minds awakened ; 
while generally, in the ordinary schools, the catechism is merely learned by rote, and taught 
by some senior girls. 

15. (g). — Good as in any of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. (h). — B etter than in the ordinary schools. 

15 . (i). — Except the model schools, no schools are so well supplied with educational 
apparatus as the convent schools. 

15. (k). — T he children are fond of the nuns, and seem quite happy under their care. The 
nuns take an interest in their welfare, enquire after their families, do not insist on fees, but 
give food and clothes to the poorest. Lay teachers take no such interest in their pupils, 
and take what fees they can. 



16. — Inspections 


_ 


_ 


_ 


1860. 


1861. | 
2 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


' 


" 











No incidental visits marked in report book. 



17, — Generally favourable ; but I pointed out the defects in teaching arithmetic and 
geography, especially in the junior classes. 

18. — If this convent school did not exist, an ordinary female national school, as in Artane 
or Clontarf, would probably replace it ; but I consider education, as conducted in the 
system of the National Board would not gain by the change. No Protestant attends the 
Artane or Clontarf schools, or any national school in those parishes. There are Established 
Church free schools well endowed and quite sufficient for the Protestants, and which. they 
naturally prefer. Hence, were there an ordinary national school here, it would be attended 
by Roman Catholics only, while, judging from the state of the schools around, their educa- 
tion would be, in the most essential points, far- inferior to what they receive now from the 
nuns, inferior in religious and in moral training, in habits of cleanliness and order, and in 
industrial instruction. Even in literary attainments, education would suffer by the change. 

Or, take another view, let the Board withdraw all assistance, what would be the effect? 
The house is built; well fitted up; no large expenditure required anymore; the school 
would go on, supported by voluntary aid ; attended by Roman Catholic children only, as 
hitherto; its supporters might feel the injustice to which they were obliged to submit, but 
that would not relax their efforts to maintain the school. If it is now an object of suspicion 
to some Protestants, would it not be doubly so if it required no Government aid, and sub- 
mitted to no State control, if it excluded the public, and allowed no inspector to examine 
its rules ? 

It appears to me that every man, no matter what his creed, who considers that the 
Government ought to influence the education of the people, must wish to have schools like 
this, in a district in which the majority are Roman Catholics, connected with whatever 
system is established. Therefore, 1 conceive the aid granted to ordinary schools should not 
be withheld from it. Such economy cannot diminish its influence, but may injure its 
efficiency as an educational establishment. It would be scarcely fair to refuse it the 
common means of success, and then blame it for being inefficient. 

Let any stranger visit one of the ordinary lay schools for girls, and then visit the convent 
school, and he cannot hesitate to acknowledge the superiority of the latter. 

(signed) F. F. 0‘ Carroll, District Inspector. 

5 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Dublin, Roll No. 7029. 
Tranqoilla Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Carmelite Order. 
Visited 1 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Fitzgibbon, Rathmines. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


273 


73 


42 


23 


4 


2 


- ' 


71 


Average Age 


- - - 


71 


10-7 


10-6 


12-5 i 




8-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a. 6). — Not quite adequate. One nun attends constantly, and two nuns attend from 
10 to 12 o’clock. There is only a junior monitress to assist. There had been a senior 
405. L 2 monitress 
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monitress, who left for the traning school, and her place is still vacant. It should be 
supplied, 

2 . 3. — The nun in charge of the senior division of the school is highly qualified in 
every respect, and her classes are effectively instructed. The same skill has not been 
exhibited in the case of the junior division, and the progress of the classes forming it has 
not been equally satisfactory. 

4. — None have attained to such a proficiency. The pupils are, for the most part, of the 
poorer class, and few remain long enough to rise to fourth class. 

5. — No special instruction given in these branches. The pupils are taught to sing by ear. 

6. — Very satisfactory as regards plain sewing, samplers, and knitting. 

7. — Good. 

8. — It is given every day from 12 until l£ o’clock. 

9. (a). — Very good. 

9. (A). — Very fair. 

9. (c). — She is instructed from 9^ o’clock until 10 o’clock. 

9. ( d ). — Not examined yet for the past year ; she obtained a gratuity in 1862. 

10. — Satisfactory. 

11. (a). — Sufficient, even for the number on rolls. 

11. (b). — Excellent. 

11. (c). — I could get no return of the expense incurred in the building. The amount was 
raised by the community. 

12. — No charts ; otherwise well supplied. 

13 — Twenty children get breakfast every morning, and nine get bread at mid-day. 

14. — It does not appear to have affected them, and no influence has been employed for the 
purpose. 

15. A. b. — A s regards the senior pupils it is equal to that of the ordinary schools. In 
the case of the junior classes it is not so. This department has clearly suffered from the 
absence of a senior monitress. 

15. c. — Much the same, except in a few of the ordinary schools where music is taught. 

15. d. — T here is more time allowed here for sewing, knitting, &c. 

15. e. — Superior. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15 . g. — They are observed in all the schools. 

15. h. — S uperior to most schools. 

15. i. — Equal to some of the best supplied. 

15. k. — The food given in the morning and at midday must attract many poor children. 
Then, there is the prestige of the “ Convent National School.” 

1860. 1861. 1862. 

16 . — Inspections - - - 2 3 3 

Incidental visits - — — — 

17. — Favourable. 

18. — It is not felt beyond its immediate neighbourhood ; the children attending it are, as 
I have already stated, of the poorer class, and cannot remain sufficiently long at school to 
attain a high proficiency. One left last year for the Central Training School, after having 
served four years as senior monitress. At the close of the training course she was classed 
3 1 , but she has not got an appointment to a National School. 

(signed) Timothy Sheahan, Head Inspector. 

7 June i864. (Roman Catholic.) 

County of Dublin, Roll No. 6742. 

Warren Mount Convent National School. 




Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Carmelite. 
Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. M. Keogh, Balbriggan. 



Total f Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 

umber of . F 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 1 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


900 


256 


154 


69 


61 


23 


34 


341 


Average Age 


- - - 


6 


10 


9 


11 


12 


- 



Answers to Queries. 



1 . (a). — This consists of six nuns and the following paid monitresses : M. Logan, 
M. Brett, Mary Harris, E. Beahan, M. Broe, E. Bolger, E. Courtney, M. Dunn, M. A. 

. Poyntou, 
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Poynton, T. Tyrell, Mary A. Hayden ; and those paid by the nuns, viz: — M. Gregan, 
M. Sheridan, assistants ; C. Sullivan, work mistress, and two monitresses, M. Hill, and 
E. Bourke. 

1. (&). — Respectable. 

2. — Very fair. 

3. — Under management of Mary Sheridan and one paid monitress, together with general 
supervision of nuns. 

4. — For the last few years I consider the proportion would be about one-third of those 
who have left this school from the third and higher classes. 

5. — M usic has not as yet been taught here. The drawing, judging from the specimens of 
the pupils’ work, I consider very satisfactory. 

6. — Plain sewing is taught with fair success; some of the ornamental sewing was very 
creditable. 

7. — The nuns say they see the greatest possible difference in favour of the children who 
are taught here, as compared with those who come from other schools, in order, manners, 
and moral training. 

8. — One hour daily on the first five days of week ; two hours on Saturdays. This arrange- 
ment is duly attended to. 

9. (a ). — Very fair. 

9. (A).— Very fair. 

9. (e). — While a monitress is teaching a class, a nun stands by to observe how the former 
performs her duty. Once in each week the monitresses adopt a course of mutual examina- 
tion of each other in grammar, geography, &c. ; this tests their acquirements, and excites 
their emulation. 

9. (d ). — Very fair. 

3 0. — Well attended to. 

11 . (a). — There are three apartments dedicated to this school, the general school, the 
infant, and the industrial ; the first was rather crowded this day. The nuns are contem- 
plating the erection of another room, which will be devoted exclusively to the examination 
of the classes. 

11. ( b ). — Very good. * 

11 . (c). — In years 1857 and 1858, the nuns expended in buildings and improvements 
418 Z. Every three years the painting, slating, &c., costs them about 26 Z. 

12. — Twenty-eight pounds for the last three years. 

13. — Gratuitous instruction ; paying the children whatever sums their industrial labour 
produces, and occasionally giving food and clothes to the more necessitous. These neces- 
sarily have the effect contemplated in Query 13. 

14. — I am not aware of any other influence than that stated in answer to the Query last- 
mentioned. 

15. a. — G enerally fair; on one occasion I found it my duty to report against the literary 
department of this school, as to the progress of the pupils. Since then 1 consider it has 
improved. 

15. b. — Under the special care of an assistant teacher and a monitress, and the super- 
vision of a nun. In the ordinary schools, the care of the infants is generally entrusted to a 
monitress, except in infant schools, where a mistress is specially appointed. 

15. c. — Drawing is rarely taught in the ordinary female schools. The progress in draw- 
ing is much in favour of the convent schools. 

15. d. — The industrial instruction is very good in several of the ordinary female schools; 
but in those of convents, having a greater staff of teachers, they are enabled to give a 
larger portion of time to this branch ; hence the excellence of the latter. 

15. e. — I consider the moral training of all our schools very good indeed; but when it 
comes from a class of ladies who, from various causes, hold a deep influence over the 
minds of their pupils, that lay teachers however correct cannot be expected to have; 
hence this training in convent schools is considered the most effectual. 

15. f. — To this branch there is as much lime devoted in the ordinary femals schools, as 
there is generally in those of convents ; but from the same causes as are mentioned in 
answer to E, the same results may be expected. 

15. g. — I consider that the rules of the Board are as carefully attended to, with very few 
exceptions, in the female ordinary schools, as in those of convents. 

15. h. — Generally speaking, the school-room accomodation is much better in this school 
than in the ordinary female schools. 

15. i.— I would give the same answer to this Query as I have already given at Query H. 

15. k. — I wovld give the same answer to this as I have given to Query 13. 



16. — Inspeclions_ 






1860. 

3 


[ 1861. 
3 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


“ 


“ 









17. — Favourable ; excepting the case adverted to in answer to A. • 

18. — I consider the effect of this school on education generally in the district as very 
valuable. 

(signed) W. MacDermott, Senior District Inspector 
28 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



405 . l 3 
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County Fermanagh, Roll No. 7497. 
Enniskillen No. 2 Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 30 and 31 May, 1 and 2 June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. M. E. Walshe, Enniskillen. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


327 


148 


68 


21 


40 


17 


5 


151 


Average Age ... 


53 


| 6-6 


10 


11-5 


12 





Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Eight nuns, a lay workmistress, three senior and two junior monitors constitute 
the teaching staff. Bearing in mind that the nuns are constantly engaged in the school 
from half-past nine to half-past three, and that the number of pupils present rarely exceeds 
150, the teaching power is clearly beyond what the Commissioners require, viz., one 
teacher for every 40 pupils. 

1. (5). — The nuns are well-educated ladies, and thoroughly experienced in the in- 
struction of youth. Their method of 'teaching is satisfactory, and well calculated to win 
the hearts of young persons ; their schools are admirably organized and provided with 
books, stationery, and educational apparatus. 

2. — Satisfactory progress has been made in reading, penmanship, writing from dictation, 
and needlework. In other subjects, especially in arithmetic, the general answering of the 
classes was not quite up to the requirements of the school programme. 

3. — Three nuns and two paid monitresses are exclusively engaged in conducting the 
infant school, which is now in a very efficient condition. One of the nuns has special 
qualifications for teaching infants ; owing to her ability and zeal, very successful results 
have been secured. 

4. — Of 199 pupils that have finally given up attendance at school, 52 ‘5 per cent, read in 
third or higher class books, and 47 per cent, belonged to the junior division, and could not 
read in any book above sequel. 

5. — Twenty-five pupils are taught singing ; as yet they have made hut slight progress in 
the theory of music, although they sing some pieces with considerable taste and accuracy. 
I heard seven pupils play, on the piano, a few elemeiitary airs. 

6. — The industrial class is perhaps the best feature in the school. Every child above nine 
years of age is required to attend the sewing class, which is conducted by a nun and a lay 
workmistress; one hour and a quarter is the time allotted for sewing. Fancy needle- 
work has not been altogether discouraged, but it occupies a very secondary place as 
compared with plain work. The sewing class on the day of my visit consisted of 63 pupils, 
who were occupied as follows: — 31 sewing, 16 knitting, 12 sampler-work, four embroidery. 

7. — Nothing can be more satisfactory than the moral training of the pupils, as evidenced 
by their habits, manners, and general conduct. 

8. — Prayer from 9.55 till 10 and from 3 till 3.5 ; catechetical instruction, terminating with 
prayer, from 1 1.30 till 12. The arrangements, for giving religious instruction, as specified in 
the “Time Table,” have always been scrupulously observed. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of two of the senior monitors and of one of the junior 
monitors are superior to those of young pei'sons filling a similar position in an ordinary 
national school. 

9. (5). — They give considerable assistance in conducting the junior classes. The attain- 
ments of one senior and one junior monitor are of an inferior character ; their services as 
junior instructors are of comparatively little value. 

9. (c). — They receive on five days of the week one hour’s special instruction from the 
nuns. 

9 ( d ). — Per-centage: — 
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k. (^d). — Per-cehtage : — 



Senior Monitresses. 


Per Centage in 


Totals. 


Reading. 


Spelling. 


Books. 


Grammar. 


Geography. 


"Writing. 


t 

Arithmetic. 


Catherine Maguire - 


93 j 


100 


31 


44 


45 


92 


83 


66-7 


Mary Higgins - 


86 


63 


62 


74 


63 j 


75 


51 


65-1 


Rose Lilly 


50 


67 


9 


67 


33 


75 


48 


47-9 



Junior /Mary McHugh.— General answering, except in arithmetic and geography, very o-ood. 
Monitresses.\Jane Durnan. — Made a poor examination. 



. 10. — Two or three of the pupils wear small Greek crosses. It will be for the Commis- 
sioners to decide whether they regard this as a breach of the rules. • I have to add that in 
other respects the rules of the Board are observed. 

11- There are in all 1,470 square feet in the three schoolrooms, which, assuming the 
average at 150 pupils, gives very. nearly 10 square feet for each pupil ; that is two square 
feet per pupil above what is required by the Board’s regulations. 

11. (5). — Very suitable in all these respects. 

11. (c). — Between 400 /. and 500 l. 

12. — The .schoolrooms are abundantly supplied with maps, -charts, apparatus, and usual 
school requisites, in providing which an expenditure of some 30 1. has been made. 

13. The nuns belongs to the order of the Sisters of Mercy, in which capacity they 
frequently visit the sick and dying belonging to the most destitute classes. During these 
visits they turn to good advantage the opportunities which occur of inducing parents, 
hitherto careless about . the education of their children, to send the latter to 
school. But these poor children must generally be supplied with some articles of clothing 
before they can attend school ; this the nuns accomplish by means of their industrial 
school. One of these ladies, thoroughly acquainted with the facts, told me that most of 
the poor children referred to are so scantily clad that they could not, with decency, ap- 
peai in the street, still less could they attend a public school. It was easy to distinguish 
them from their better-circumstanced schoolfellows by their pinched features, sallow 
complexion, and hard-worn looks. I am perfectly satisfied that they would have been 
brought up in iguorance, perhaps vice, but for the generous efforts of the nuns to rescue 
them from their miserable position. 

It has.reduced, perhaps by one-half, the attendance at the Enniskillen Female National 
bchool. But it has in no way affected any other school in or around Enniskillen. No special 
influence that I. know of has been used to induce parents to send their children to the con- 
vent school, which has always been largely attended, because of its extreme popularity 
with the Roman Catholics of the town. 

A : There are but six ordinary girls’ schools in the Enniskillen district, in two of 
which the instruction imparted is fully equal, perhaps in some respects superior, to that 
given in this convent school. The other girls’ schools in the district could not for a 
moment, be compared with the convent school as to the efficiency of general course of 
instruction. D 



There is no. infant school in the district, nor has any special provision been 
made for the instruction and moral training of very young children in the ordinary 
national schools. The reverse, as already stated, is the case in the convent school, where 
the infants receive the utmost care and attention from the teachers selected for the 
discharge of that duty. 

■\ 5 J P T pi1 ?- attenc] i n .g t ^ e con vent school are taught singing, but in the other 

gills schools m the district tlus advantage does not exist. Drawing is not taught in the 
convent school, nor in any. other school in the district. 

or J 5 ‘ D '~ T !\ e ind ustrial instruction given in the convent school exceeds, both in character 
and amount, that given in the girls’ schools belonging to the district. 

+ i ' ; E °| j, ® 1 ? ve influence and example of the nuns operate most beneficially on 
iinr>To o nC ? 0 ieu ’ P u pils, whose steadiness, modesty of demeanour, and general bearing 
, Se( i favourably, and to a much greater extent than in the ordinary national 

schools which 1 have inspected. 3 

+ - }£ f 1 The character of the religious instruction given in the nuns’ school is substan- 
sa me a S that imparted in other national schools taught by Roman Catholics, and 
, 0 ,C managers. But. I think it higlily probahle that religious instruc- 

v r ky members of a religious community, makes a stronger impression on 
udrens minds than religious instruction given by lay teachers. 

„ j G ' . emu-ally speaking, the Board’s rules are observed in all national schools with 
equal exactitude and good faith. 

15. H.— Much superior to that of the ordinary national schools in the- district. 

I. — Ditto. 

•^'~rThe nuns mix so intimately with the poorer Hasses, and are so intimately 
a ,ir wants, feelings, and peculiar views, that they exercise over them a 

aupcjtl 1 i Ue Z ce wlloll y beyond, the influence of the ordinary lay teacher. It cannot be 
* . °ued that very many miserable children now receiving a good education, and in 
405 - L4 ' whose 
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whose minds principles of religion and morality have been fostered, would have remained 
in ignorance and hopeless neglect but for the timely exertions and salutary influence of 
the nuns. 



16. — Inspection 




: 


- 


1860. 

5 


1861. 

3 


1862. 


Incidental visits 


' 













17. — Favourable in some respects. He believes that the advanced classes have not made 
adequate proficiency in arithmetic, geography, and grammar. 

18. — This convent school, consisting of three separate departments, an infant school, a 
preparatory school, and a school for the more grown girls, is situated in one of the most 
Protestant counties of Ireland, and does not, therefore, exercise much influence on educa- 
tion beyond its own immediate sphere of action in the town of Enniskillen. I have to 
add that there are very few elementary schools belonging to any society under the charge 
of female teachers in the County Fermanagh, and those that have been established are 
poorly attended, and, with some trifling exceptions, are under the charge of Protestant 
teachers. Consequently, the nuns have not trained and sent out any of their own pupils 
to act as teachers in the Enniskillen or adjacent districts. But they have done much to 
raise the standard of education in Enniskillen by introducing singing, and by establishing 
an industrial class remarkable for the ability and success with which it has been conducted. 

, This laudable attention to so essential a branch of female education, the special provision 
made by them for the instruction and training of their infant pupils, and, lastly, their 
great moral influence over the hearts and minds of their pupils, are the main character- 
istics of this convent school, which give it, in the opinion of Roman Catholics of all classes, 
a position and a degree of excellence which they do not usually attach to an ordinary 
elementary school conducted by lay teachers. The attendance at the convent school is 
consequently larger and more regular than in the ordinary national schools, and for this 
additional reason : when the nuns find that any one of their pupils has been from school 
for some days, they inquire into the cause of absence, and generally employ the moni- 
tresses, or some of the more grown girls, to ascertain the facts. Parents, more especially 
those belonging to the humbler classes, are pleased to find that persons filling a high 
and respected position take a deep and sincere interest in the well-being of then- 
children. They are consequently forced, as it were by feelings of thankfulness and 
gratitude, to see that their children attend school as regularly as their circumstances will 
permit. The ordinary national teachers would do well to follow so good an example. As 
it is, they seldom trouble themselves about the causes which keep their pupils from school, 
and hence (to some extent at least) the more irregular attendance at their schools as 
compared with that at most convent schools. I conclude by stating that nearly one-third 
of the number on the rolls of this convent school consists of poor children who could 
never be got to attend the ordinary national school in the town. Besides, this school 
affords accommodation for 80 or 90 pupils at the very most. Bearing in mind that the 
average attendance at the convent school amounts to 150, I conclude that it has been the 
means of extending national education among that very class for whose benefit the State 
has made large educational grants. 

(signed) J. G. Fleming , Head Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Galway, Roll No. 6839. 
Ballinasloe Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 24 and 25 May and 3 June 1864.— Manager, Rev. M. Greene, Ballinasloe. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 


I 


umber of Pupils present o 


in Days of Special Inspection ir 




on Rolls for 


Attendance i 


' 






Third Class. 




Total. 


the Year 1863. 


the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Higher Classes. 


643 


325 


175 


90 


57 


21 


11 


354 


Average Age 




6 


8-1 


10-4 


j 12-2 


12-7 


7-7 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — Scarcely sufficient. Five or six ladies are employed in the schools all day, 
and five others about an hour or an hour and a half. 

1. ( b ). — Organizing 
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1. (£)• — Organizing skill. very considerable, in the head of the establishment at least; 
method of teaching, so far as I could judge from results, good ; acquirements, I presume, good. 

2. — In reading and penmanship, very good ; in arithmetic and geography, middling ; in 
grammar and writing from dictation, fair ; in needlework and music, very good. 

3. — Very good. 

4. — Of the pupils who left schooHn the years 1862 and 1863, 36 had reached 3d class. 

5. — Singing very good ; no drawing. 

6. — Very good. 

7. — Excellent, so far as I could observe. 

8. — Before secular instruction, after it, and at noon. 

9. (a). 1 — F air on the whole ; very good in reading and writing. 

9. (b ). — Very useful when acting under the immediate directions of the teachers. 

9. (c). — They are specially instructed by one of the nuns, and superintended by the 
nuns at their classes. « 

9. (cl). — Creditable to their instructors, to whom gratuities were awarded. 

10. — I believe they are observed. 

11. (a). — Ample. 

11. (8). — Excellent. 

11. (c). — Stated to be 1,200/. 

12. — Ample. Apparatus, 23 l. 5 s. 4 cl, books, 50 1. 7 s., since 1856. 

13. — The school commands a vei-y laige attendance. I cannot say whether many of the 
children would attend no other school, there being no other female national school within 
their reach. 

14. — There is no lay female national school within three miles of it. There are schools 
not connected with the Board, into whose circumstances I had no power to inquire. 

15. — Knowing little of this district, I compare this school with those ordinary schools I 
have examined in other districts. 

15. a.- — I n reading and penmanship, equal to the best; in grammar, nearly equal; in 
arithmetic, inferior ; in geography, also inferior, but less so ; in dictation exercise, equal 
in the quality of instruction given to the highest class ; inferior in that given to the middle 
class ; and still more so in the number of pupils instructed. In all respects, the efficiency 
of the instruction is superior to that given in medium ordinary schools. 

15. b. — E qual or superior to the best. 

15. c. — Music is taught very successfully in this school ; I believe it is not taught in 
any of the ordinary national schools in the district. 

15. D.— Equal to the best; superior to nearly all in the supply of materials. 

15. e. — E qual to those in which I have noticed no defect. 

15. e. — D itto. 

15. G. — Ditto. 

15. H. — Equal in quality to the vested schoolhouses ; much larger. 

15. I. — I think no school in the district has a better supply. 

15. K. — Inferior to none ; superior to most. 

„ . I I860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

1 6. — Inspections - - - - -- 3 2 3 3 

Incidental visits ---_j _ | _ | g I _ 

17. — Very laudatory. 

. 18 - — Having a very limited and recent acquaintance with this district, I am not able to 
give a decided opinion on this point. If the good order, industry, neatness, cheerfulness 
and attention to the programme seen in this school, were imitated by all others, the effect 
would be excellent. Four teachers of ordinary schools were pupils in this,, but I am not 
acquainted with them nor with their character. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed) James Patterson, Head Inspector. 

(Presbyterian.) 



County Galway, Roll No. 6839. 
Ballinasloe Female Convent National School. 



N ame of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. M. Greene, P.P., Ballinasloe. 



N umber 
of Pupils in 
Average 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection ii 



on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


643 


* 


175 


90 


! 57 


21 


11 


354 


Average Age 




6 


8-1 


10-4 


12-2 


12-7 


7-7 




















405 . 



M 
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Answers to Queries. 

1 (a) —Adequate. Five of the community take part in instructing the pupils, and are 
"It^SStTevSSy of a high order. Method of teaching animated and 

“ Wry sSfWWWWeWthe school course ; the senior classes 
not quite up to standard in geography. 

those finally struck off have reached the third 
5 —Music well taiudit. Nearly all the pupils sing pleasingly by ear, and the more 
advanced have made fair progress in the theory of the subject! no other extra branch 

^6?— Satisfactory. All capable of learning needlework ; receive instruction in the more 
“iW^'SkacL^oSaety own experience, and the remarks I have incidentally 

«> 12 o’clock on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday ; these arrangements are observed. 

9. (a). — Well qualified. 

£ ^{-SSef iWgSW^h the ordinary pupils ^ ? e «gar 
school hours, in the higher branches of the school course, they receive extra oi special 

instruction for three-quarters of an hour daily. 

9 . (4_ Very favourable. The gratuity allowed by the Board for then efficient train 
ing awarded in almost every case. 

10. — No violation of rule known to me. 

ill to make the school-rooms as healthy and convenient as 

possible. 

lk-^7fmple°supply of al! useful articles of this kind provided at a cost of 23 l j is. 4,3 

13. — Judging from the number of girls attending this school, as compared with the 

number attending ordinary national schools in towns of neariy the same wg 

there is no convent school, I am of opinion that it exercises 

the children of those parents who, from want of means to -provide them with clothing, aie 
disinclined to send them to ordinary national schools. a * n nl _ alreadv in 

14. — I cannot discover that it has any positive effect whatever u P on s ^® ls ^f d ^ 
existence. It is, however, probable that the opinion entertained here by the nnddle and 
humbler classes, as to the superiority of the education given m “"7“* wffhi nl a short 
operate prejudicially against the establishment of any new female schools within a 
distance; I know of no other agency. 

15. a.— Equal to the best ; superior to the average. 

II c! — Tliesf branches are not taugift in any of the ordinary female national schools 

“ effioien,ly Uueh% and t0 alarger 
proportion of the pupils. 

15. E.— Superior. 

ll I— So P far°as' official records and my own experience enable me to judge, this 
school would compare favourably with any m the district, as regards obsei vance oi Board 

K Ia" H.— Superior to any in the district, except a few of the best vested schools. 

15. i.— In regularity and abundance of supply this school surpasses any of the ordinary 
girls’ schools. 

15 . k. — S uperior; see answer to Query 13. 



16. — Inspections _ 

Incidental visits - 



1860. 

3 

2 



1862. 

3 

2 



—The^horttime I have been in charge of this district (only four months] does not 
afford me sufficient data for any extended remarks under this head. gggg g SSJS 
limited experience by a reference to the District Records, I think that this school has Deen 
serviceable to the cause of education generally by the large . number of c hi ldren Cheated 
therein, and to the National System of Education by supplying a numbei of fanly qualified 
teachers to till up vacancies arising in ordinary female national schools. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed) Geo. F. O'Neill , 

2d Class District Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 
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County Galway, Roll No. 1016. 

Galway Monastic National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community. — Monks of St. Patrick. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. George Ussher, P.P., Galway. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 


Number of Pupils present o: 


n Days of Special Inspection i 


■> 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


945 


407 


178 


49 


83 


34 


20 


364 


Average Age 


- . . 


7-8 


10 


10-7 


11-8 


14-7 


9-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Only four monks, under the supervision of the principal; four senior monitors 
and five juniors,. with about twenty unpaid monitors, to whom extra instruction is given. 

1. (5). — Acquirements satisfactory ; method and skill very fair. 

2. — J udging from individual drafts, I would say satisfactory. A large proportion of 
the pupils, however, are very irregular in attendance, and consequently in a backward 
state. 

3. — There is no infants’ department, which is much to he regretted, and the little ones 
cannot receive the care and attention desirable. 

4. — Sixty-five per cent, have reached third-book class, or above. 

_ 5. — Music and drawing are not taught, A fair course of geometry, algebra, mensura- 
tion and book-keeping is taught to all who require it. 

6. — None given. 

7. — -Satisfactory, when the class of children and home influences are considered. Tidi- 
ness it is difficult to enforce on such as the majority ; but both by precept and example 
truthfulness and good manners are inculcated. 

8. — Roman Catholic catechism and prayer are taught on five days, from half-past two 
till half-past three, and prayer for five minutes at noon. Arrangements strictly ob- 
served. 

9. (a). — Pretty good. 

9. (/;). — Fair. 

.9. (c). — They receive one hour’s instruction daily out of school, and an hour and a half 
with senior pupils. 

9. (d). — Record of all fair but one, and he has been dismissed. 

10. — They are observed in their integrity. 

11. (#). — Space for 1,000; average 409. 

11. (b). — Fair, considering that it is in the centre of the old part of the town. 

11. (c ). — £. 1,300 originally. It was erected by the late R. C. “warden,” and is kept in- 
repair by the community. 

12. — A fair supply. Part free stock, the remainder purchased by the monks. 

13. — Very many, probably one-half, would not attend an ordinary school. They are 
attracted here by the influence of the monks, the repute of the school, the recommenda- 
tion of their clergy, and the very poor by the material consideration of breakfast and 
clothes. 

14. — I cannot say that it has affected any of them, as it was the first in the neighbour- 
hood placed in connection. 

15. A. — In many points it ranks with 1st class schools ; taken as a whole, 3d class. 

15. b. — I n this respect it contrasts rather unfavourably, as one-half the school is in 
first class, and left principally to monitorial teaching. 

15. c.— Equal to first class schools in mensuration, geometry, algebra, and book- 
keeping, as taught to a few. 

15. d. — N one given. 

15. E. — Superior to the ordinary schools when the class of pupils is considered. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G. — Equal to any ; they are observed universally through the district, 

15. n. — Greater area than in any other school; twice- that required at six square feet 
per pupil. 

15. i. — Better supplied than the ordinary schools. 

15. ic. — It has much the advantage, as the monks visit, and are favourably known 
405. M 2 among 
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among the poorer inhabitants from whom the attendance is drawn, and supply food and 
clothing to a considerable number. 





1 1860. | 


1861. 1 


1862. 


16. — Inspections 


- | 3 


1 


3 


Incidental visits - 


'i 







17. — Tolerable only. 

18. — The effect is almost limited to its own circle ; many of the pupils, however, would 
receive no literary instruction but for this school ; to this extent it increases the number 
of recipients of an education suited to their wants. 

It is difficult to have school-keeping of a high order where the pupils are principally of 
the lowest class, and the proportion of teachers as one to a hundred. 

Up to the present but little has been effected in supplying the agents for the carrying 
out of education, as will be seen by the following list of situations procured by 
pupils leaving it since 1857, from which it appears but three entered the service of the 
Board; but it is to be hoped that its future shall in this respect be more satisfactory, as 
senior monitors shall be appointed, who will become attached to the profession of teaching. 

As a school, per sc,- it is eminently useful in gathering in the poor children who would 
otherwise receive no education ; it also affords a course in higher branches to a few, but 
it has failed to supply the number of teachers to national schools that might be expected. 

(signed) Alexander J. Simpson, 

Second Class District Inspector. 

31 May 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



Pupils who have procured Situations from Galway Monastic National Schools since 1857. 



Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


Bernard Daly 


Constabulary force. 


Thomas Bannon - 


Messenger in stationer’s. 


James Malley 


Postman. 


John Bowens 


Cook. 


Michael Lenesey - 


Clerk to the A. R. M. S. N. 

Company. 

Clerk in a brewery. 


Denis Kelly 

Dermott J ennings - | 


Porter. 

Cook. 


Henry Kenny 


P. Connolly 


Porter. 


Patrick Flynn 


Clerk in a foundry. 


Martin Halloran 


General servant. 


Ed. Brennan 


Clerk of income tax. 


James Mannion - 


Porter in a bakery. 


John Spelman 


Clerk in the post office. 


Richard Burke 


Messenger in a gunsmith’s. 


Thomas Cloherty - 


Clerk in gas works. 


John Dogherty 


Messenger. 


Peter Kiernan 


Miller. 


John Greany 


Waiter. 


Peter Finnerty 


Turnkey. 


Joseph Glynn 


Footman. 


Thomas Holland - 


Clerk to an attorney. 


Martin Warde 


Portdh 


Patrick Irwin 


- - ditto. 


William Noone 


Assistant., paper manufactory. 


John Dillon - 


- - ditto. 


P. Quigley - 


General servant. 


Patrick Bodkin 


Wine merchant’s assistant. 


P. Kenny - 


Messenger in draper’s. 


Michael O’Neil 


Clerk to an attorney. 
Pawnbroker’s assistant. 


M. Steward - 


Porter. 


Dominick Ralph - 


William O’Neil - 


General servant. 


John Roche 


Preparing for priesthood. 


P. Eardley - 


- - ditto. 


Edward Connell - 


Postman. 


P. Nally - 


- - ditto. 


Patrick Mongovan 


Constabulary force. 


A. Whelan - 


- - ditto. 


Thomas Prendergast 


National teacher. 


W. Burke - 


- - ditto. 


Patrick Forde 


Clerk in corn store. 


Thomas Warde 


Porter. 


John Costello 


Clerk. 


W. Belton - 


Waiter. 


Denis O’Brien 


Telegraph clerk. 


Thomas Hurney - 


Apprenticed in a brush factory. 


Bartley Sydon 


Clerk in bakery. 


Michael O’Brien - 


Messenger. 


N. M'Gann 


Paid monitor. 


Martin Lee - 


Pawnbroker’s assistant. 


Daniel O’Connell - 


- - ditto. 


B. Barrett - 


- - ditto. 


Francis M’Donogh 


National teacher. 


Thomas Cahill 


Porter. 


James Canavan 


Pawnbroker’s assistant. 


P. M‘Keon - 


Assistant. 


Michael Connor - - ' 


Postman. 


Michael Kenny 


General servant. 


Patrick Sheridan - 


Preparing for priesthood. 


James Molloy 


Assistant, brush factory. 


John Halloran 


Clerk in a bakery. 


M. M'Gonner 


- - ditto. 


John Curtin 


Clerk in a porter’s store. 


Thomas Thornton 


Messenger. 


John Kearney 


Grocer’s assistant. 


Jas. Greay - - | 


Porter. 


Thomas Delaney - 


Clerk in a timber yard. 


Jno. Malley 


Assistant in brush factory. 


Michael Connor - 


National teacher. 


Pat. Barrett 


Assistant in bakery. 


P. Connell - 


Clerk in a stationer’s. 


Martin Hannon 


Porter. 


William Halloran 


Preparing for a sea captain. 


Denis Plunkett 


General servant. 


John Wallace 


- - ditto. 


M. Molloy - 


- - ditio. 


Michael Greaney - 


Victualler’s clerk. 


E. Finnerty - 


Messenger in draper’s. 


John Rooney 


Draper’s assistant. 


James Manning - 


General servant. 


Michael Malia 


Clerk in bakery. 


P. Brennan - 


- - ditto. 
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Pupils who have procured Situations from Galway Monastic National School 


s since 1857 — continued. 


Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


James M'Namara 
Patrick Barrett - 
Michael Corr 
John O’Brien 
James Glynn 
John Clancy 
Ed. Mullery 
Patrick Hynes 
John Meehan 
James Meagher - 
William Francis - 
John Reid - 
John MLDonougb - 
Martin Malia 
P, Kilaghan 
John M‘Donoug-h - 
M. Lynch ... 
. James Egan 


Preparing for sea captaincy. 
Paid monitor. 

Schoolmaster. 

- - ditto. 

Clerk in a corn store. 
Shopkeeper. 

Clerk in post office. 

Wine merchant’s assistant. 
Pawnbroker’s assistant 
Grocer’s assistant. 

Paid monitor. 

Preparing for sea captaincy. 
Bakery assistant. 

- - ditto. 

Waiter. 

Preparing for sea captaincy. 
Shopkeeper. 

General servant. 


John Collins 
P. I-Ianly - 
Michael Giblin 
William M'Tighe - 
j P. Molloy .- - 

P. Concannon 
James Greany 
Stephen Dunne 
Stephen Hosty 
P. Bowens - 
Morgan Forde 
Stephen O’Donnell 
Thomas H avert}' - 
John Moran 
P. Scully 

P. Nester ... 
P. Flaherty - 
Thomas French 


Porter. 

Waiter. 

Porter. 

Assistant, brush factory. 

- - ditto. 

Porter. 

- ditfo. 

General servant. 
Footman. 

Rope maker. 

General servant. 

- - ditto. 

Porter. 

General servant. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

Waiter. 



County Galway, Roll No. 8 195. 

Gort (No. 2) Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27 and 30 May 1864.— Manager, Mrs. M. A. Doyle, Gort. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of- Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 


Fourth anil 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


437 


272 


214 


54 


24 


23 


, 


316 


Average Age ... 


5-3 


" 1 


10-4 


12-8 


17 


6-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— Six ladies to an average daily attendance throughout the year of 274 numL 

■ ™Sf 330 ! *«*“ *-»* P«4 Mi Wii the JsIrX 

examined not- seen the ladies teaching (as they desire to be 
bv thole the lesults only), I can only form an estimate of their acquirements and method 
ratio f T 1 > S r ?l )orte f b . eIo "'> "htcli am above the average that I have found in ordinary 
attonal schools m such important branches as reading and penmanship. Their or 
mzmg skill is very consideraole. ° 

in in reading, writing, vocal music and needlework highly satisfactory ; 

inohv ' ”■? S °v ’ 30 P UP ' S OTCCeed “g “ simple subtraction. Sine in division of 

hlmh’ 5 "55 ^'°“ 1 * lere “ a deficiency of practice or of careful super- 

raion m the niiddre classes, the second class having made a very fair commencement ; in 
grammar and geography the instruction may be characterised as fair. 
o. — Excellent. 

th„ 4 ;— ^ e / e X s ‘re imperfect. So far as can be gathered from them, 105 pupils of 
5 ° who finally ceased to attend within the last five years had attained to third class, 
ootne ol those may have been reckoned twice, others may have been omitted. 

’ . ,ls truction in music is general throughout the school, and very good, so far as it has 

X“ e ’ S1 . x pupds being able to sing second part, and the third and fourth classes and moni- 
«e&ses being- able to read m time. Drawing not taught. 

40 5- M 3 6 —All 
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6. — All the girls sew plain work, and knit ; 40 embroider ; 24 cut out. 

7. — Excellent. 

8. — Imparted before and after secular instruction, and at noon. 

9. f a \ Of the 11 monitresses three are juniors of the first year, one is a junior of the 

second year, five are seniors of the first year, and one is a senior of the second year. 
The acquirements of these are fair for their standing ; the remaining one, a senior of the 
fifth year, appears to be distrustful of herself, as she does not attend the examinations. 

9. (&). — The monitresses are useful in assisting to maintain order, and in keeping the 
younger children occupied while the teachers do the real work of .teaching, as I suppose. 
They did not show expertness in examining their classes before me ; but I should not 
have expected expertness in persons so youug. 

9. ( c ), — They are daily taught by one of the nuns. 

9. (y), — None attended the examination in 1863. One attended in 1862, and obtained 
medium marks. 

10. — I believe they are well observed. 

11. (a). — Ample. 

11. (5).— Admirable. 

li’ | The superior informs me that 800 1. or 900 l. have been expended on these. 

13. — The school has a very large attendance, fully large enough for the teaching power. 
A large proportion of these ’are infants, who would, probably, not be sent to an ordinary 
school. The pupils are almost all received gratuitously, in order that none may be ex- 
cluded by poverty. My experience, however, convinces me that attendance is larger 
where the instruction is not gratuitous 

14. — By the Commissioners’ Report for 1858, the Grort Female School, 4791, Vested, had 
an average attendance of 110 pupils (girls) ; in 1859, the year in which this convent 
school was taken into connexion, the attendance at the vested school fell to 37, a few of 
whom were boys; in 1860 to 24, including some boys; in 1861 to 16, including some 
boys; in 1862 it was 27, of whom probably 18 were girls ; and the attendance continues 
to be very small. I am not informed as to the agencies by which such influence has been 
brought to bear. 

15. A. — Equal to the best in reading and penmanship; not equal in dictation exercise, 
geography, and arithmetic, nor in respect to the proportionate number of pupils instructed 
in grammar. 

15. j5. — X do not know any other school in the district in which such excellent provision 
is made for the care of infant pupils. 

15. c . — In instruction in music unapproached, there being no other school in the dis- 
trict, so far as I know, in which that branch is systematically taught. 

15 . d. — B etter supplied with materials and superintendence ; equal to the best, in 
quality of work. 

15. E . — Equal to those in which I have noticed no- defect. 

15. f. — D itto. 

15. G. — Ditto. 

15, H . — l n this district there are many excellent vested schoolhouses. This convent 
school has larger premises than any, and as good in other respects. 

15. i.— Equal to the best. 

15 . k. — P erhaps superior to any ; certainly inferior to none. 

1860. | 1861. 

16. — Inspections - 3 : 2 

Incidental visits - - - 1 

17. Generally laudatory of the school in all its aspects; always laudatory of it in 

some ; and, when fault was found in some particulars at one inspection, improvement re- 
corded at the next. 

18. — I am not sufficiently intimate with the district to say positively whether this 
school has had any further effect on education than by giving a fair education to so many 
pupils as have attended a sufficient time within its walls. The programme of the National 
Board is followed, with more or less success, in all its branches ; in some, particularised 
above, with very considerable success. The school has not yet been so long in operation 
as to have completely prepared many young persons for the office of teacher in other 
schools ; but any pupils from this school who may be appointed as teachers of others may 
be expected to have acquired in it such orderly habits, such a taste for neatness and in- 
dustry, and so good moral training, as to become, in those respects, valuable teachers ; 
and to have acquired, moreover, aptitude for imparting instruction in the most indis- 
pensable branches, though not, perhaps, to be at once highly intellectual teachers. 

(signed) James Patterson, Head Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



1862. 1863. 

3 4 

1 
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County Galway, Roll No. 4515. 

Newtown Smyth Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 3 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. Daly, P. P., Galway. 



Total - 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1S63. 


Number of Pupils present on Day of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


j Second Class. 


Sequels. 


4“r a-L. 


Total. 


S99 


353 


128 


77 


54 j 


40 38 


337 


Average Age - - - 


4-6 


7-7 


10-7 | 


13-1 | 17-7 


8-7 



' Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Seven nuns, and ten paid monitresses, and a worlunistress. 

I. (b ). — On the whole very satisfactory. 

. 2. — Satisfactory. Reading, penmanship, spelling, and arithmetic, good throughout; 
geography, grammar, derivations, &c., well up to programme by upper classes, fifth 
inclusive. 

. 3. — Admirably managed. 

4. — Ninety-three per cent, have attained to either third class or above. Fifty-six per 
cent, of them had reached the Fifth Book class. 

5. — Music well taught. Thirty can sing at sight, 41 take parts, and the singing 
by ear is very good. Thirty pupils learn linear drawing, and some of them execute very 
fairly, considering that the class has been but a year in existence. 

6. — Twenty received special instruction in dress-making, embroidery, lace-work, &c. &c. 

7. — Very satisfactory. The children attending are markedly superior to those of a 
similar class attending ordinary schools in manner and attention to neatness and order. 

8. — Roman Catholic catechism and prayers are taught on five days from 12 to 12.40. 
The arrangement is strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Satisfactory. 

9. ( b ). — Satisfactory, and well reported of by the superiors. 

■ 9. (c). — They receive special instruction on five days from nine till ten, and from three 
till four. Also in needle-work and music with the senior draft. 

9. (d). — Very satisfactory. A gratuity was awarded in every instance for 1863. 

10. — Strictly observed 

II. (a). — Area'for 460. Average 353. 

11. ( b ). — Admirable. 

11. (c),— I could not ascertain ; built by the community. 

12. — Excellent. Free stocks from time to time ; and harmonium, black boards, globes, 
charts, prints, & c., purchased by the community. 

13. — A large number attend who would not go to an ordinary school, attracted by the 
energy and prestige of the nuns, a gratuitous education, and many of them by gifts of 
food and clothing. 

14. A few children come from the neighbourhood of Bushy Park Female National 
School, three miles off. No other school affected by this. 

15. a. — Superior to the majority of ordinary schools of any class. 

15. B. — No ordinary infant’s school in the district with which to compare it. The little 
ones here receive every care, and as much instruction as is suitable. 

15. c. — 'Very much superior in music. Thirty also learn linear drawing, and have 
made satisfactory progress for the year during which it has been taught. This branch is 
not taught in the ordinary' schools. 

15. d. — Far superior to the ordinary schools. In addition to the ordinary plain sewing 
and knitting, which are admirably taught, there is an industrial school of 20 grown 
girls, who are taught dress and shirt-making,, lace-work, embroidery, &c. 

15. E. — Superior to the ordinary schools, as the natural consequence of the children 
associating with the Sisters of Mercy. 

15. r. — Superior. 

15. G. — They are strictly observed in this school, as they are generally. 

15. H. — Superior in adaptation, neatness, and comfort. 

15. i. — Superior to all ordinary schools in the district. 

15. K. — Superior. This exists in the prestige of the school, the gratuitous education, 
which is of a high order, and the slight bonus in bread and clothes: which the poorer chil- 
dren look for. 

405. H 4 16. — Inspections 
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16. — Inspections _ - 






1860. 

3 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 




" 


~ I 







17.— On the whole, favourable. 

• is. The operation of this school has tended very much to increase the amount ot edu- 

cation in the district, as it brings within its influence numbers who would otherwise 
remain in ignorance. . ... , . 

The course embraces fifth class, and the pupils generally acquit themselves creditably ; 
infants’ and upper classes, most satisfactorily. 

The neatness, order, and discipline exhibited are well worthy of imitation ; and I know 
that the national system is elevated in the esteem and confidence of the masses by this 
and such schools. It has supplied one head mistress to a model school, many teachers to 
ordinary schools, and governesses in private families, besides milliners, shopkeepers’ assist- 
ants, and ladies’ maids ; and during the past few years more than 70 poor girls have been 
trained in the industrial department to support themselves wholly or in part. 

Only three of the national teachers educated here have come under my notice ; two 
of them have been but recently appointed ; the third. Miss Daly, of Oranmore National 
School, gives very satisfactory proof of the training powers of the Sisters of Mercy. 

I append a list of some of the appointments from this school. 

(signed) Alexander Jno. Simpson, 
District Inspector, 2d Class, 

4 June 1864. (Presbyterian). 



Literary Department. 



Y EAR. 


N A MES. 


Appointment. 


1848 - 


Margaret Conry - - - 


Head mistress of Galway Workhouse- 


1849 - 


Henrietta Egan - 


Cregg School. 


1852 - 


Mary Molloy and Margaret) 


Tower-hill National School. 


1853 - 


Keane - * - J 

Mary Daly - 


Oranmore National School. 


1852 - 


Mary Burke - 


Governess, London. 


1853 - 


Fannie Shaughnessy 


Assistant teacher, Tralee W orkhouse. 


1853 - 


Mary Guthrie - 


Ennistymon National School. 


1854 - 


Delia Molloy - 


Governess in a family in the country. 


1855 - 


Margaret McDonough - 


Head mistress, Model School, Dublin. 


1855 - 


Marianne M'Donough - 


Meath, teacher of National School. 


1855 - 


Anne Moloney - 


Governess in a family in Galway. 


1856 - 


Marianne Gill 


Assistant teacher in a State school in New York.. 


1856 - 


Margaret Horan - 


Teacher, National School, Albano. 


1856, - 


Ellen Francis - 


G overness in a family near Clare, Galway. 


1856 - 


Marianne Reilly - 


Governess in a family iri the country. 


1857 - 


Kate Ridge - 


Governess in a family in town. 


1857 - 


Kate Marin ion - 


Teacher, Cordulla National School. 


1858 - 


Johanna Molloy - 


Teacher of Castle Pollard National School. 


1858 - 


Ellen Lee - 


Teacher of Drumgriffin National School. 


1859 - 


Delia Daly - 


Teacher of Oranmore National School. 


1859 - 


Honora Molloy - 


Governess, Lacka. 


1860 - 


Delia Dempsey - 


Teacher, Clare, Galway. 


1861 - 


Marianne Burke - 


Teacher, Clare, Galway. 


1861 - 


Maria Coghlin - 


Roundstone National School. 


1861 - 


Mary Murray - 


Bushy Park National School. 


1861 - 


Delia Molloy - - - 


Teacher, Liscannor National School. 


1862 - 


Anne Molloy ... 


Assistant teacher. 


1862 - 


Jane Agnes Hughes 


Lady’s maid. 


1862 - 


Sarah Kerrigan 


Governess in a family New Quay. 


186% - 


Mary O’Connor - 


Governess in a family in Limerick. 


1862 - 


Jane Daly - 


Situation, Loughrea. 


1862 - 


Mary Corcoran - 


Situation in town. 


1863 - 


Bridget Heavey - 


Situation in England. 


1863 - 


Mary Francis - 


Teacher in Dunmore National School. 


1863 - 


Cath. Molloy - 


Governess, Donegal. 


1863 - 


Margaret Molloy - 


Governess, Taylor’s-hill, Galway. 


1863 - 


Sarah Quinn - 


Situation, Galway. 


1864 - 


Honoria Commins 


Teacher, Derry Gimla National School. 


1864 - 


Mary Kennedy - 


Teacher, Maree National School. 



Industrial Department. 

-i 1864 . Twenty on rolls at present. During the last few years, about 73 have been enabled, by 

their industrial training, to support themselves either wholly or partially. 
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County Galway, Roll No. 8795. 
Oranmore Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation. 

Visited 1 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Martyn, Presentation Convent, Oranmore. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. ! 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1803. 

. 


Number of Pupils present on Day of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


283 

Average Age 


189 

1 


102 


32 


18 


6 


11 


169 


0-7 


10 


12-4 


12-G 


14 


8-58 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Five of the nuns and four paid monitresses. 

1. ( b ). — Very good. 

2. — Satisfactory. 

3. — Satisfactory. 

4. — Exactly -5, or one-lialf, as taken according to circular of 30th May. School but 
two years in connection. 

_ 5. — Music well taught. Of the pupils present, 30 can sing parts ; 19 read and sing easy 
pieces. Singing by ear very good. 

6- — Very satisfactory. All capable, learn plain sewing and knitting, and those pro- 
ficient therein, cutting out, and fancy work. Sixteen present can make plain shirts and 
dresses. 

7. — Satisfactory. Truthfulness and all the virtues inculcated. Manners refined by 
association with the nuns. 

8. — Roman Catholic cathechism, prayers, &c. are taught on four days from 1 1.30 till 
12.5 o’clock, and on Friday from 11 till 12.5 o’clock. The arrangement is observed. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. (b). — Satisfactory. 

9. (c).— -They receive special literary instruction from 9 till 10 o’clock each morning, 
also with fourth class from 2 till 3 o’clock, and have besides half-an-hour for needlework 
and half-an-hour for music. 

9. (d). — Fair. It was the fii’st for all but one. 

10. — -They are observed. 

11. (a). — Rather limited. Available space to accommodate, at the minimum, 6 feet each, 
184. Average for the year 189. 

11. (Z>). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — Lease purchased, and alterations effected by the community. Expense of 
schoolrooms, 140 l. 

12. — Satisfactory. One free stock. Remainder, harmonium, black boards, easels, &c. 
supplied by the community. 

13. — The gratuitous education and premium on attendance have a decided effect in this 
way. The attendance at Oranmore Female, vested in the Commissioners, was only 45, 
while here it is more than four times that number. 

. 14- — Oranmore Female National School, vested in the Commissioners, in the immediate 
vicinity, has had its attendance reduced from 45 to 15, and three other national schools, 
distant relatively three, four, and five miles, have suffered more or less. 

The influence of the nuns has effected this, perhaps somewhat supplemented by that of 
the Roman Catholic clergy. 

15. a. — Above average. 

15. B.— Ditto. 

15. c. — Music only, and it much above average of ordinary schools. 

15. d. — M uch above average, indeed superior to any as to needlework, knitting, &c. 

15. e. — Superior. 

15. F.— Ditto. 

15. G. — They are observed here and in the district generally. 

405. ' N 15. H. — More 
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15 , H . — More limited than the ordinary schools. 
15. i.— Superior to the ordinary. 

15. K. — Much superior. 



— Inspections 
Incidental visits 









1860. | 1861. 


1862. 


- 


- 




Not in operation. 


3 


- 


- 


■ 







1863. 

3 



17. — Very favourable, exhibiting steady progress. 

18. — As a school it holds a respectable position for the time it has been m operation, 
and the system of the National Board is very fairly carried out. A considerable number 
of the children would have little chance of education but for this school, the poorer from 
their poverty, those of a better class from the apathy of their parents ; both of which ob- 
structions are removed by the nuns ; the former by the gifts of food and clothes, the latter 
by their prestige and the predilection of the mass of the people. The amount of education 
is thus increased four-fold. 

The school-keeping and course of instruction are excellent, and worthy ot imitation. 
The monitresses are admirably instructed, and the industrial department alone must serve, 
attach the people to the system. 

sufficiently long in operation to _ supply teachers ; but 
expiration of their periods of training, no doubt prove 

(signed) Alex. Jno. Simpson , 

District Inspector, Second Class. 

1 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



if there were no other attraction, to 
As yet the school has not been 
the class of monitresses will, at the 
excellent instructors. 



County Galway, Roll No. 8322. 
OUGHTERARD CONVENT. NATIONAL SCHOOL. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 2 June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. Blake, Convent, Oughterard. 



Number 
of Pupils it 



Number of Pupils present on Day of Special Inspection it 



Dislinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1363. ' 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1363. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels, j 


Third Class. 


Fourth and j 
Higher Classes. ! 


Total. 


368 

Average Age 


154 


. 

69 


18 


20 


9 


5 


121 


4 j 10-4 


13 


13 


14 


7-3 



Answers to Queries. 



1 . (a).— Three of the nuns and five paid monitresses. 

1. (5). — Highly satisfactory in each particular. 

2. — The school has been but four years in operation, yet it is in a very satisfactory state 
as to efficiency. 

3. — Excellent. 

4. — Sixty-six per cent, have gone through third or fourth class course, as ascertained 
according to Circular of 30th of May. 

5 . — Ten of those present can read and sing easy pieces at sight and take parts. All sing 
very fairly by ear, and four are learning the harmonium. 

6. — Plain sewing and knitting, netting and crochet are taught to all from sequel class 
up. Four of those present can cut and make dresses. 

7. — Markedly satisfactory. 

8. — Roman Catholic catechism and prayers are taught on five days, from 12 to 12.45. 
The arrangement laid down is strictly adhered to. 

9. (a).— They are well qualified. 

9. lb). — Satisfactory. 

9. (cj. — They 
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9. (c). — They receive special instruction on five days, from 9.30 till 10, and from 3 till 4. 
Also with fourth class, from 10 till 11, and half-an-hour for needlework and vocal music 
respectively. 

9. {d). — Satisfactory. 

10. — Strictly observed. 

11. («). — Very nice rooms (two) to accommodate 273 ; average, 154; and new house 
nearly completed, in which is a school-room to suit 150; 

11. ( b ). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — Altogether by the community. 

12. — Adequate. Two grants of free stock ; the remainder purchased by the nuns. 

13. — Very marked. The Oughterard Female School vested in the Commissioners, 
4787, would not command an average of 30 when in full possession of the field. The 
pupils from it have been attracted here, and the average for last year has been more than 
five times that number. 

14. — The school above referred to, Oughterard Female, vested, has been suspended, the 
attendance having been so far reduced by the influence of the nuns. 

15. a. — ; The general answering is fully average, and, selecting the pupils who attend 
regularly, very much above. 

15. B. — They are very carefully dealt with, and receive as much instruction as their 
tender minds can imbibe. 

15. c. — Instruction in music superior to that in the ordinary schools. Drawing not 
taught. 

15. d. — In needlework superior. The children are well supplied with materials and are 
taught that description likely to be useful in after-life. 

15. E. — Superior. The children, in all the poverty which is unfortunately the lot of 
most of them, exhibit, in manner and attention to neatness and order, a pleasing contrast 
to the constituents of the majority of the ordinary schools. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G-. — They are observed in this as in the schools generally. 

15. H. — Ample accommodation ; space for one-third beyond average, and arrangements 
in every respect superior to the ordinary schools. 

15. i. —Superior to the ordinary. 

15. k. — V ery far superior, as proved by the fact that the average here is more than 
five times that commanded by the Oughterard Female School, now suspended, when it 
stood alone for the education of the girls of the locality. 



16. — Inspections 






1860. 

2 


1861. 

3 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 


" 


" 


1 


— 


— 



1 7. — F avourable. 

18. — It has drawn out a large number of children who would not, without it, attend 
any useful school, and who now receive moral and religious instruction, and a good secu- 
lar education, according to the national system. As far as I can learn, more than five 
times as many attend since the opening of this school, and it is looked on as a blessing by 
the people of the locality. 

The organization and discipline are exemplary, the coui’se suitable and well carried out , 
and the monitresses carefully instructed and likely to prove, in course of time, valuable 
agents in carrying on education. The school has been but four years in operation, and 
no monitress has yet completed her period. 

(signed) Alex. Jno. Simpson, 

District Inspector, Second Class. 

4 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



405. 



N 2 



Answers 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




100 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 



County Galway, Roll No. 1013. 

Rahoon Female Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Nuns. 



Visited 30 May 1864. — Manager,. Mrs. Blake, Presentation Convent, Galway. 



Total 

Number of 

Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie Year 1803. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance i 
for 

the Year 1803. 


Number of Pupils present on Day of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


C44 


380 j 


100 


00 


05 | 


52 


33 


352 


Average Age 


4 


8 


9 


11 


14 


7-30 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Nine of the ladies, nine monitresses paid by the Commissioners, nine by the 
community, and a staff of 20 who receive a few pence weekly. 

1. (5). — Acquirements satisfactory. Method good. Organisation, as established by 
Miss M‘ Cor mac, well maintained. 

2. — Excellent. 

3. — Satisfactory. They receive maternal care and ample instruction. 

4. — Sixty-four per cent, have attained to third class, or above. 

5. — Satisfactory in music. The singing by ear is very good, and, monitresses included, 
47 can read and sing an easy piece. Drawing not taught. 

6. — Upwards of 100 have been placed in the way of supporting themselves as dress- 
makers, milliners, shop-keepers’ assistants, and ladies’ maids. 

7. — Highly satisfactory. ( See 18.) 

8. — Roman Catholic catechism and prayer are taught on five days from 12 till 12.40. 
The arrangement is strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Well qualified. 

9. (b ). — Very fair. 

9. ( c ). — They prepare home lessons, and receive special instruction on five days from 
9 till 10.30. 

9. (d). — One excepted, the records are fail-. 

10. — Strictly observed. 

11. (a ). — Ample for 50 per cent. more. 

11. (b\ — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — I have to refer to the official records on this point.* It is vested in trustees. 

12. — Adequate. Supplied by the community in addition to free stock. 

13. — A large number, fully one-half, would not attend an ordinary school. The strong 
predilection for the nuns, the prestige of the school, the suitableness of the education, and 
the prospect of a path of life being opened thereby, attract many ; the very poor have the 
additional inducement of partial food and clothes. 

14. — They are but little affected. A few come from the natural bounds of two rural 
schools. 

15. a. — Decidedly superior to the ordinary schools of the district. 

15. B. — They are tended and instructed with extreme gentleness and care, and are much 
more proficient, and apparently happier than the little ones in the ordinary national schools. 

15. c . — Music is much better taught than in any lay national school in the district. 

15. D. — Very far above the ordinary schools. The Reverend Mother has expended over 
70 1. in the last year in materials which are made up in the school, and given in charity, 
serving the double purpose, relieving wants and teaching that most useful branch plain 
needlework. 

15. E. — Immeasurably superior to the ordinary schools. While strict adherence to 
truth and all the major morals are successfully inculcated, the minor and oft-neglected, 
but all important points of good manners, not only respect to superiors, but courtesy to 
all, cleanliness in person, and tidiness in dress, together with attention to neatness and 
order, receive due attention. 

15. r. — Superior to the ordinary, schools. 

15. G . — They are observed in this school ; not transgressed in any. 

15. H. — The accommodation is of a superior order. 

15. i. — Much above. 15. k. — H ere 



* By Commissioners, 100 1 . ; by local parties, 141 Z. 4s. 10 <2. 
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15. K . — Here it is very far above, as explained at Query 13. 



16. — Inspections 




' 


1860. 

2 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 



17. — Some fully satisfactory. Fair on the whole 

18. — In its immediate locality its effects are marked, in drawing within its influence 
nearly all the children of a school-going age, many of whom would not attend an ordinary 
school ; and to these it affords all they require in religious, moral, and secular instruction. 
I enclose a list of 67 young persons whom the good nuns have prepared for the position of 
teachers, 53 in the service of the Board, the others in private families ; and more than 100 
girls have been trained by them for situations, such as milliners, shop assistants, or dress- 
makers. I have reason to believe that a fair proportion, if not all of these, have succeeded, 
and failure is in no case to be attributed to the want of kind interest and advice given by 
the nuns, both before and after their pupils enter on the world. The attractive influence 
of the nuns in bringing out children who would not attend ordinary schools is very remark- 
able ; attributable to the natural predilection of the Roman Catholic community for a 
convent education, resulting probably from the religious bent of the Celtic mind, the 
suitableness of the education, by means of which so many are provided with situations of 
trust and respectability, the protection and friendship of the ladies in after-life, and the 
donations of food and clothes to the very poor. As I have stated in other reports, such 
institutions as this is, where not only a good secular education is given, and habits of neat- 
ness, order, propriety, and cleanliness, are inculcated, and material benefits conferred, but 
where the masses have security for the religious belief of their children, must serve to 
popularise other schools conducted under the same rules, where they do not enter into 
rivalry with these. 

(signed) Alex. Jno. Simpson, 

District Inspector, Second Class. 

31 May 1864. (Presbyterian). 



List of Pupils who have procured Situations from Rahoon Female National School. 



Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


Destination. 


Name. 


Nature of Situation. 


Destination. 


Bridget Toole 


N ational teacher - 




Margaret Holland - 


Governess - 


Roscommon. 


Mary Lally - 


Workhouse teacher 


Galway. 


Mary Hughes 


National teacher - 


Outerard. 


Biddv Flaherty 


Workhouse teacher 


Castlebar. 


.Ellen Quigley 


National teacher - 


Ballina. 


Delia Ralph - 


National teacher - 


M oycullen. 


Anne Moloney 


Workhouse teacher 


Outerard. 


Mary Fletcher 


National teacher - 


Ballina. 


Catherine Moloney 


National teacher - 


Outerard. 


Kate Cavill - 


Workhouse teacher 


Galway. 


Mary Shaughnessy 


Workhouse teacher 


Portumna. 


Mary Flinn - 


Governess - 


Athenry. 


Winny Burke 


National teacher - 


Abbey. 


Anne Duffy - 


National teacher - 


Kinvara. 


Katty Seakill 


Governess - 


Galway. 


Honor Hart - 


Workhouse teacher 


Newport. 


Henrietta Egan 


National teacher - 


Outerard. 


Margaret Kelly 


Workhouse teacher 


W estport. 


Biddy Connor 


Workhouse teacher 


Galway. 


Mary A. Kelly 


Workhouse teacher 


Westport. 


Mary Cullinan 


VV orkhonse teacher 


Newport. 


B. Shaughnessy 


National teacher - 


Newport. 


Mary Shaughnessy 


Workhouse teacher 


Ballyvaughan. 


Mary McCormac - 


Wondiouse teacher 


Galway. 


Maria Urolley 


Workhouse teacher 


Newport. 


Oath. McCormac - 


National teacher - 


Kilrush. 


Kate Corless - 


Governess - 


Connemara. 


Kitty McCormac - 


Workhouse teacher 


Galway. 


Margaret Mealev - 


Governess - 


Connemara. 


Kate Kelly 


National teacher - 


Newport 


M. A, Staunton 


National teacher - 


Taylor’s-hill, 


Delia Burke - 


National teacher - 


Castlerea. 






Galway. 


Biddy Logan 


National teacher - 


Ballina. 


Mary Donnellan - 


National teacher - 


Claddagh. 


M. A. McCormac - 


VV ork house teacher 


Galway. 


Mary McDonough - 


National teacher - 


Spiddal. 


Honoria McCormac 


National teacher - 


Galway. 


Margaret Moriarty • 


Workhouse teacher 


Clifden. 


Catherine Silk 


Workhouse teacher 


Ballina. 


Katty Kelly - 


W orkhouse teacher 


Newport. 


Mary Russell 


Workhouse teacher 


Ballinrobe. 


Margaret Higgins - 


Teacher of embroi- 


Outerard. 


Anne Hanley - 


Workhouse teacher 


Ballinrobe. 




derv. 




Biddy Kelly - 


National teacher - 


Oughterard. 


Ellen Burke - 


Governess - 


Dublin. 


Maria Cahill - 


W orkhouse teacher 


Galway. 


Chari. Shaughnessy 


Workhouse teacher 


Outerard. 


Bridget Burke 


Paid monitress 


GalwayD.M.S. 


Biddy Caulfield 


Governess - 


Outerard. 


Mary Halloran 


Governess - 


Carraghmore. 


Biddy Swift • 


Governess - 


Galway. 


Mary Moriarty 


Workhouse teacher 


Ballinrobe. 


Margaret McCormac 


Governess - 


Galway. 


Biddy Mealy 


Governess - 


Killeen. 


Eliza McCormac - 


National teacher - 


America. 


Mary A. Carriek - 


National teacher - 


Glencorrib. 


Kate Ridge - 


Governess - 


Loughrea. 


Celia Walsh - 


National teacher - 


Barna. 


Mary Dooley 


Teacher and work- 


Connemara. 


Delia Dempsey 


National teacher - 


Taylor’s-hill, 




mistress. 








Galway. 


Mary Lydon - 


Workmistress 


GalwayD.M.S. 


Mary Hughes 


National teacher - 




Teresa Ford - 


Governess - 


Galwav. 


Sarah Kelly - 


National teacher - 


Clare, Galway. 


Barbara Mealey 


National teacher - 


Taylor’s-hill, 


Mary Hurley 


National teacher - 


Tuam. 






Galway. 



405 . 
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County Galway, Roll No. 6613. 

St. Nicholas Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. Commins, p. p., Galway. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tire Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


718 


203 

1 


134 


27 


11 


4 


6 


182 


Average Age - - - 1 


47 


9.7 


10-6 


13-5 


14-5 


6-3 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Insufficient; only two of the. sisters and six monitresses. 

1. (5). — Satisfactory evidence of competency exists in the answering of the senior 
pupils and monitresses trained here. Method, quiet but effective ; organization, fair. 

2. — From local circumstances the senior classes are poorly represented as to numbers. 
The classes are efficiently taught. 

3- — They are managed with extreme gentleness and care, and receive a considerable 
amount of instruction. 

4- — Thirty-seven per cent, have attained to third class or above. 

5. — Vocal music is well taught ; . singing by ear very good. Twenty-one of those 
present can read and sing an easy piece ; six take parts. 

6-— Plain sewing, knitting and crochet receive due attention, and the more grown girls 
receive instruction in dressmaking, a teacher being employed by the community. 

L — Highly satisfactory. Many of the children are the daughters of the poor fishers of 
“ the Claddagh,” a wretched locality ; in their normal state “ sans” everything but dirt ; 
.yet here,, under the good Sisters, they are no longer pariahs, and exhibit marked docility 
and acquisitiveness, attention to cleanliness and order, and becoming respectfulness in 
manner. 

8. — Roman Catholic catechism and prayers are taught on five days from 12 till 12 '30. 
Arrangements strictly adhered to. 

9. (a ). — They are fairly qualified. 

9. (It). — Satisfactory. 

9. (c). — They receive special instruction on five days from 9| to 10, and from 3 till 3-|, 
also with fourth class from 10 till 11. 

9. (d). — Record fair, one excepted. 

10. — They are strictly adhered to. 

11. (a). — At the prescribed rate there is accommodation for 232 ; the average for last 
year was 203. 

11. (b \ — All very good. 

11. (c). — Original cost not known ; defrayed by a former parish priest ; 120 l. expended 
in improvements within the last five years. 

12. — Supply equal to the requirements. Free stocks, and purchased by the Sisters ; 
harmonium, black boards, and easels, maps, charts, ball-frame, & c. 

_ 13. — I am assured that five-ninths of the pupils present would, from their wretched 
circumstances, be street wanderers hut for the exertions of the Sisters of Mercy. 

14. — The only ordinary national school within reach is Claddagh, and their interests are 
so distinct that they do not interfere with each other. 

15. A. — Equal to the ordinary second class school. 

15. B. — Those under the immediate care of a Sister of Mercy in a much more satisfac- 
tory state than the children of the same age in ordinary schools. 

15. C. — Vocal music, and plain sewing and knitting, better taught than in ordinary 
schools. 

15. D. — None. 

15- e. — Superior. See 18. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G.— They are strictly observed, as they are generally over the district. 

15. n. — The school-rooms, generally, afford greater area, but the accommodation is 
equal to the requirements. 

15. i. — Better supplied than most of the ordinary. 

15. K. — Much superior in this respect. The desire of the mothers to have the little 

ones 
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ones educated by the nuns, the exertions of the ladies in visiting, and the donations to the 
poorer children of bread and clothing, form an attraction which ordinary schools have not. 



16. — Inspections - 


. 




. 


1860. I 
3 


1861. 

2 


! 1862. 
2 


Incidental Visits - 




" 




- 




1 



17. — Rather unfavourable. 

18. — The ladies in charge belong to the Mercy Convent, Galway, on whose school, 
N. T. Smyth, I have now reported, and remain at St. Nicholas during business hours only. 

Finding, some time since, that an ordinary national school had failed here, they came to 
the rescue, and have now, so great is their energy, and such their power of attraction, 
an average of over 200 poor children, few of whom would attend an ordinary school, to 
whom they impart the blessings of religious instruction, moral training, and secular 
education. 

The management of the infants, and the attention given to the inculcation, among the 
pupils generally, of habits of truthfulness, gentleness in their association with each other, 
and nice, respectful manner to their superiors, tidiness and order, are highly commendable ; 
and although none of the monitresses has yet completed her course, I have no doubt that 
several of those now in training will carry into the service of the Commissioners not only 
the good principles, but the knowledge of school-keeping here acquired. 

This, and schools of its class, must tend to popularise the national system among the 
masses, knowing, as they must do, that the same principles are applied, and rules carried 
out, in all the schools ; yet the predilection of the people for the nuns, their superior posi- 
tion, and the general fitness of the education given by them, will always enable them to 
command large attendances, and establish flourishing schools, where others have failed or 
had but partial success, as in this case, in Oranmore, and in Oughterard. 

(signed) Alexander John Simpson, 

31 May 1864. District Inspector, Second Class. 

(Presbyterian.) 



County Galway, Roll No. 6632. 

St Vincent’s (Loughrea) Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy, 

Visited 31 May, and 1 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. Thomas Pelly, Loughrea. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


N umber 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


« 


259 


130 


86 


24 


33 


17 


290 


Average Age 


5 ! 


8-8 


96 


11(3 


13 


7-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1 fa). — Scarcely sufficient ; three ladies teach all day ; six teach only two hours. 

2 (h ). — Organising skill very considerable, in the head of the establishment at least.; 
method of teaching and acquirements good, judged by results. 

2. — Very good on the whole. 

3- — Very good. 

4- — Forty-three of the sixty-nine pupils who have finally left school since 1862, had 
reached the 3d class ; twenty-nine of them the fourth class. 

5. — In music very good. No drawing. 

6. — Very good. 

7. — Excellent, so far as I could observe. 

8. — Before and after secular instruction and at noon. 

9. i a )- — Satisfactory. 

405. N 4 9 (£)•—' Very 
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9 (5). — Very useful. 

9 (c). — They are carefully instructed and superintended by the nuns. 

9 (a ). — Very creditable to them and their teachers. 

10. — I believe they are well observed. 

11 (a). — Ample. 

11 (5). — Excellent. 

11 (c).— £1,140. 

12. — Ample. I have not learned the expense. 

13. — The school commands a very large attendance, but I cannot say the children would 
not attend another school if there were one within their reach. 

14. — There is no lay female school within the influence of this one, as I am informed. 

15. A. — Superior to most of those I know. 

15. B. — Ditto. 

15. c. — Ditto as regards music. Drawing not taught. 

15. D. — Equal to any I know. 

15. E. — Equal to those in which I have observed no defect. 

15. E. — Ditto. 

15. G. — Ditto. 

15. H. — Equal in quality to the vested school-houses.. Much larger. 

15. i. — I think no school in this district has a better supply. 

15. ic. — Inferior to none; superior to most. 



16. — Inspections 






1860. 1 
2 


1861. ! 
3 


1862. 

3 


Incidental Visits - 


" 


" 


1 


3 


1 



17. — Very laudatory. 

18. — The school has produced five teachers of ordinary National Schools, but I do not 
know their character. Judging from my examination of the monitresses, and from the 
general work done in the school, and the good habits the pupils seem to acquire, I 
would expect to find them useful teachers.. 

The school is in itself an eminently useful one ; but I should like to see other female 
schools round about it, and, in their own way, rivalling its excellence. 

(signed) James Patterson, Head Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



County Galway, Roll No. 6632. 

St. Vincent’s Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 27, 30, and 31 May and 1 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. T. Pelly, p.p., 
Loughrea. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
A ttendunce 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


1 

Second Class. 


Sequels. : 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


393 


259 


130 


89 


1 

21 1 37 


17 


294 


Average Age - 


5 


| 

8-8 


9-6 ] 


11-3 


13 


7-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Adequate. 

1. (b). (1.) — Acquirements evidently of a superior order. 

(2.) — Method of teaching animated and intelligent. 

(3.) — The organization of the school is unexceptionable. _ 

2. — Satisfactory with regard to reading grammar, dictation, singing, and needlework. 
Fair with regard to writing:, geography, and arithmetic. 

° ° 3.— Nothing 
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3. - — Nothing appears to be left undone to make the school agreeable as well as useful to 
the infants attending it. They are evidently much attached to their instructors. 

4. — 62 per cent. 

5. — Music is taught, more or less, to all the pupils who, generally speaking, have made 
fair progress therein. No other extra branch taught. 

3. — The useful branches of needlework, as distinguished from the merely ornamental, 
are successfully, taught to all, except the very youngest pupils. 

7- — Very satisfactory, so far as my own experience and the remarks I have heard inci- 
dentally from residents of the town enable me to judge. 

8- — Religious instruction is imparted from 12 £ to 1 j o’clock on Wednesdays, and from 
11J to 12. o’clock on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. These arrangements 
are, I believe, strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Well qualified. 

9. (b ). — They discharge their duties assiduously, and, to judge by results, with success. 
9. (c.). — They receive one hour extra or special instruction daily. They receive also in- 
struction with the ordinary pupils during the regular school-hours in the higher branches 
of the school course. 

9. (d). — Very favourable. The gratuity allowed by the Board for their successful train- 
ing awarded in nearly every case. 

10. — I know of no violation of Board’s rules. 

1 1. (a). — Ample. Sufficient for 300, average attendance 261. 

11. (Jj ). — Everything has been done to make the school-rooms as healthy and convenient 
as possible. 

11. (c).— £. 1,140. 

12. — An abundant supply ; cost 16 l. 16 s. 

13. — I am of opinion that this school exercises a decided influence in reaching the children 
of those parents who, from want of means to provide them with clothing, are disinclined to 
send them to ordinary National Schools. 

14. — I cannot discover that it has had any effect upon schools already in existence. It 
is, however, likely that the opinion entertained here by the humbler and middle classes as 
to the superiority of the education given in convent schools would operate prejudicially 
against the establishment of any new school for girls in its neighbourhood. 1 know of no 
other agency. 

15. a. — Equal to the best; superior to the average. 

15. b. — D ecidedly superior. 

_ 15 ; C. — These branches are not taught in any of the ordinary girls’ schools in this 
district, hence no comparison can be drawn. 

15. d. — N eedlework appears to be more carefully and efficiently taught, and to a larger 
proportion of the pupils. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. P. — Greater prominence is given to religious instruction, and I am of opinion that 
greater earnestness is used in imparting it. 

15. G. — So far as I can observe, this school would compare favourably with any in the 
district as regards- observance of Boards’ Rules. 

15. H. — Superior to any, except a few of the best vested schools. 

_ 15. i. — In regularity and abundance of supply this school surpasses any of the ordinary 
girls’ schools. 

15. k. — S uperior; see answer to Query 13. 

1860. I 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - 2 3 3 3 

Incidental visits --- - 113 1 - - 

17. — Very favourable. 

18. — As I have only been four months in the charge of the district, I am unable to 
discuss at length the topics included under this head. The official records of the district, 
however, would indicate that this school has been of great service to the cause of education 
in this locality by imparting instruction to a very large number of children, and to the 
National System of Education in particular, by supplying a number of fairly qualified 
teachers to fill up vacancies arising in ordinary Female National Schools. 

The two convent schools in this district, Ballinasloe and St. Vincent’s, Loughrea, are, 
m all important particulars, essentially alike. This will account for my answers to most 
of the queries in the special report being the same, or nearly so, in each case. 

(signed) Geo. F. O'Neill. 

4 J une 1864. Second Class District Inspector, 

(Roman Catholic.) 



405. O 
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County Kerry, Roll No. 3,655. 
Ballyoughtera Monastic National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Presentation Order. 
Visited 31 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. B. O’Connor, Milltown. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


278 


101 


57 


20 


13 1 


10 


17 


117 


Average Age 




6 


8-5 


11-8 


11 


138 


10 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— The teaching power is barely adequate, but the community has not been long 
established; monitors have not yet been appointed.. _ . . 

1. (7»). — The teachers seem well qualified and evinoe fair method and organizing skill. 

2. — Very fair. 

3. — There are no infant pupils attending. 

4. — None of the pupils have given up school finally since the teachers took charge otthe 

school. . , . 

5. — Music and drawing are not taught ; a few; of the senior pupils have commenced 
Euclid and Mensuration. 

6. — None. 

7. — They are fair. . „ , 

8. From 2 to 3 o’clock is devoted to religious instruction in each ot the first five days 

in the week, and an intermission of five minutes from 12 o'clock takes place for prayer. 
These arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — There are no monitors. 

10. — Strictly observed. 

1 1 . (a). — Satisfactory. 

11. (b). — Satisfactory . 

11. (c). — £300. „ . , . , 

12. — The school is well supplied with such matters. £6 10 s. was expended in the pur- 
chase of such matters during two years past. 

13. — This school has operated effectively in this way. As an ordinary day school the 
average attendance never rose higher than 80 ; but since it has been conducted by the 
monks, the attendance has risen to over 100, and it appears the increase is composed 
principally of the offspring of the most destitute classes. 

14. — It has not exercised any perceptible influence on the neighbouring male national 

schools. . 

15. a.— T his school at present is not superior to the fairly-conducted male national schools 
in the district. 

15. B.— There is no department for infant pupils in the school. 

15. c. — Music and drawing are not taught in this school ; and the extra branches, 
Euclid and Mensuration, have been only recently commenced. 

15. E. — Equal to the best ordinary male national schools. in this way. 

15 . f. — S uperior in this respect to the ordinary male national schools. 

15. G.— rTliey are as exactly observed. 

15. H. — Equal to that of the best ordinary male national schools. 

15. I. — Superior in this respect. 

15. K. — Though I have made but three inspections of this school since the present 
teachers took charge of it, I feel satisfied its present conductors will attract permanently 
a more considerable attendance than the former lay teachers could secure. 



16. — Inspections - 
Incidental visits 







, 


1860. 


' 1861. 


1862. 


“ 










" 



17. — Favc 



1863. 

1 

!ii rablc. 
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17. — F avourable. 

18. — I can make no observations of this character on the school, as its operations under 
its present conductors commenced only in April 1863. 

(signed) T. Macnamara, District Inspector. 

2 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Kerry, Roll No. 2,884. 
Cahirciveen Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 7 and 8 June 1864.— Manageress, Mrs. Mahony, Cahirciveen. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 


Number of Pupils present 


on days of Special Inspection 


in 


on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


^ Total. 


602 


228 


108 




20 


36 


19 


245 


Average Age 




6-8 j 


9-7 


11-3 


13-8 


14-3 


10-5 



Answers to Queries. 

1.. ( a )- — The teaching power is adequate; eight teachers are employed daily, three paid 
monitresses, and some of the members of the fourth class and fifth, as unpaid monitors. 

1. (6). — The_ teachers are all well-educated ladies, some of them accomplished as 
linguists, musicians, &c. Their method and organising skill are effective. 

2. — Very fairly effective. 

3. — Satisfactory. 

4. — Seventy-eight per cent. 

5. — These branches are not taught. 

_ 6. — Satisfactory. 

7. — Satisfactory. 

8. — From two o’clock to three o’clock is devoted on each of the first five days of the 
week to the religious instruction, and an intermission of five minutes takes place on each 
of these days from 12 o’clock for prayer. From nine o’clock to ten o’clock also is devoted 
to religious instruction on Saturdays. These arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — The monitresses are pretty fairly qualified as to acquirements. 

9. (b ). — Very fair. 

9. (c). — They receive about two hours’ instruction daily in the subjects of their 
programme. 

9. (d ). — None of them have yet attended a district examination. 

10. — They are exactly observed. 

11. (a). — Satisfactory. 

11. (/>). — Satisfactory. 

11 (c). — From 300 l. to 400 /., in building and repairs, have been expended since the 
conductors took charge of the school. 

12. — The supply of these matters is satisfactory. During the three years ended 
31 December 1863, the sum of 18 l 2 s. 3 d. was expended in -the purchase of apparatus 
and school requisites. 

13. — This school has operated most effectively in bringing under the influence of educa- 
tion all grades of the humbler classes, more especially those of the poorest classes. 

14. — The nearest lay female school is three miles distant. Many of the more advanced 
pupils of the lay female schools, members of the third and higher classes, though resident 
many miles (from 16 to 3 miles) from this school, have attended it for Several months at a 
time. With this object, they lodged with friends and acquaintances in the town of 
Cahirciveen. No influence, except an idea of the superiority of this school in the minds 
of the parents of such pupils, produced this result. 

15. a. — As in the other convent schools of this distinct the pupils remain much longer in 
attendance than do the pupils of the lay female schools, hence they acquire a large amount 
of proficiency'. 

15. b. — None of the lay female schools of this district have a department for infant 
pupils. The infant department of this school is very effectively managed. 

40.5. 15. c. — These 
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15. c. — These branches are not taught in this school. 

15. D. — Equal to that of the best ordinary schools. 

15. E. — Equal to the best ordinary schools. . 

15. F. — Religious instruction is much more impressively imparted. 
15. G. — The Board’s rules are as exactly observed. 

15. H. — More ample and generally more satisfactory. 

15. i. — Much more ample. 

15. K . — Far more effective. 





1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - - - - 


3 


3 


2 


Incidental visits - - - i 









17. — Favourable. 

18. — This convent school is situated in the small town of Cahirciveen, which is sur- 
rounded by a remote mountainous country. Its operation for many years has been, it 
may be justly said, of incalculable benefit to the surrounding neighbourhood ; doubtlessly 
it lias served to create feelings of attachment to the national system of education in the 
minds of the general community, but more particularly in those of the humbler classes 
who have so largely benefited by it. Sixteen of the pupils of this school have entered the 
service of the Board as teachers, and of 6uch of them as I have known, I have to say that 
I found them useful teachers and more disciplined in most essential respects. (as to 
manners, effective school-keeping, &c.) than 'teachers who owe their education entirely to 
the ordinary lay female national schools. 

(signed) Thads. Macnamara, District Inspector, 

9 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Kerry, Roll No. 6,215. 



Castleisland Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 3 and 6 June 1864.— Manager, Rev. J. O’Leary, Castleisland. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie Year 1863. 


Number 
: of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


579 


252 


137 


61 


42 


45 


19 


304 


Average Age - 


6'4 


9'2 


11 -7 


13'8 


15-2 


95 



Answers to Queries. 

1, ( a \ — I believe the present teaching power is quite sufficient. 

I' — So far as I could form an opinion, the acquirements of the teachers are very 
good. Their method of teaching, and their organizing skill, are on the whole fair. 
b 2. — The instruction has not been as efficient as could be desired. 

3. —The management, care, and instruction of the infant pupils are satisfactory. 

4. — Of the number of pupils that have finally given up schooling since January 1862 (I 
could not go further back as the records were not preserved), 40 per cent, were in' the 
third or higher classes. 

5. Music and drawing are very successfully taught in this school. 

6. The results of the industrial instruction are very satisfactory. 

7. — Satisfactory. . ... , , . , . , 

8. The time devoted to religious instruction is quite ample, and the care, bestowed on it 

satisfactory. The specified arrangements as to the giving of religious instruction are 

well observed. , . 

9. (a). — The 
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9. (a ). — The acquirements of the monitors are good. 

9. (b ). — They discharge their duties as junior instructors very efficiently. 

-9. (c). — They receive two hours’ instruction each day with the pupils of the fifth 
class. 

9. (d). — They have acquitted themselves at their annual examinations with a good deal 
of credit. 

10. — The rules of the Board are, on the whole, well observed by the conductors of this 
school. 

11. (a). — Allowing six square feet for each pupil, there is accommodation for 466 
pupils. The average daily attendance for the 12 months ended 31st of March 1863 
was 270-9. 

11. (b ). — The healthiness and convenience of the school-rooms, &c., are all that could 
be desired. 

11. (c).— As well as the superioress could estimate, the expense incurred in building 
and furishing the school was from 500 Z. to 600 Z. 

12. — There is an ample supply of maps and ordinary school requisites, the community 
having purchased 43 Z. 6 s. 8 d. worth of them during the four years ended December 
1863. 

13.. — The charitable ladies who conduct this school give every year a large amount of 
clothing to the more destitute of the pupils, and at certain seasons supply breakfasts to a 
large number of them. The hope of getting their breakfast, or of obtaining clothes, 
certainly induces several children to attend this school who otherwise would probably 
attend no school. 

14. — There was a lay female school in this town, previous to the opening of the convent 
school, and I understand it was withdrawn from connection with the Board by the manager 
as soon as this school commenced operation. 

15. a . — The efficiency of the general course of instruction is about equal to that of 
the ordinary girls’ schools of the district. 

15. B. — As regards the care of infant pupils, I believe this school is superior to the 
ordinary female schools. 

15. c.— Music is not taught in any of the ordinary female schools of the district. Of 
course this school is superior to them in that respect. This is the only school in the 
district in which instruction is given in drawing. 

15. D. — The industrial instruction given in this school is superior to that given in any 
lay female school of the district. 

15. E. — As to moral training, it is superior to the lay female schools of the district. 

15. F. — Superior to the lay female schools of the district. 

15. G. — The Board’s rules are, on the whole, as well observed in this as in the ordinary- 
female schools of the district. 

. 15. H. — The accommodation is superior to that in a large proportion of the ordinary 
girls’ schools. 

15. i.— The supply of apparatus is as good in this as in any of the ordinary female 
schools. 

15. K. — The attractive influence of this school in bringing the children of the poor 
under instruction is, of course, far beyond that of any girls’ school in the district, for the 
reasons given in answer to Query 13. 









1860. | 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - 


- 


- 


2 | 


3 


3 


Incidental visits - 








1 





17. — On the whole, rather unfavourable. 

. 18. — The operation of this school has tended to increase the amount of education in the 
district. It has been attended by a number of poor girls, who otherwise, in all probability, 
would attend no school. It has also produced agents, by whom education is carried on! 
I have been informed that 12 females who received either part or all their education in this 
school are, or had been for some time, in the service of the Board, either as literary 
teachers or workmistresses. I am acquainted with six of these young women, three of 
whom I consider very efficient teachers; of two more I cannot speak in like terms; the sixth 
was dismissed for incompetency. I am convinced that the fact of this school being in 
connection with the Board, has tended materially to give the public confidence in °and 
attach them to, the system of National Education. 

11 June 1864. (signed) Denis F. O' Driscoll, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



P 
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County Kerry, Roll No. 538. 

Dingle Convent National School, County Kerry. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Order. 
Visited 1 and 2- June 1864.— Manager, Rev. D. O’Sullivan, Dingle. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


568 


230 


68 


66 


44 


59 


12 


249 


Average Age - 


6-3 


9'2 ; 


10-4 


13-4. 


14-5 


9'9 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a).— The teaching power is quite adequate. ,, , , 

1. (b). I believe that the acquirements of the teachers are good; but their method of 

teaching and organizing skill are defective. , . 

2. — The instruction appears to have been very inefficient. 

3. — The management and care of the infant pupils are good; but their instruction is very 

defective. ^ num } Der 0 f pupils that have given up schooling altogether since January 1859 
(the records before that date were not preserved), 49 per cent, were in the third or fourth 
class. Some of these, however, were “ work-girls,” who learned nothing but sewing, 
reading, and writing. . . r . . , 

5, Drawing is not taught in this school. The instruction m vocal music has beenlairly 

successful. . . , , ,■ r , 

6 , The results of the industrial instruction have been very satisfactory. 

7, The result of moral training, as regards habits and manners of pupils, have been 

also sa^^ ( i evo ted to religious instruction is quite sufficient, and the attention paid to 
it satisfactory. The specified arrangements for the giving of religious instruction are well 

°k'<Wa\' The acquirements of the monitors at present in the school are tolerably fair. 

9’ n,)l The present monitors discharge their duties as junior instructors, on the whole, 

fairly. , , 

9, (A — They receive instruction for two hours each. day. 

9! (d\ For the last two years their examinations were by no means satisfactory. 

10 —The Board’s rules, on the whole, are fairly observed in this school. 

11,' ( a ) —There is accommodation for 594 pupils; the average daily attendance for the 
last 12 months ended the 31st March was 244-9. .. , x . „ 

11, (b). The healthiness and convenience of the schoolrooms, as to light, &c., are all 

that could be desired. , x , . . , , 

11, ( c \ I could not ascertain the expense incurred m building the original school- 

room's ; but 460 l. have been expended on some additions which have been made within a 
comparatively recent period. 

12, — There is a sufficient supply of maps and ordinary school requisites, the commu- 
nity having expended, during the four years ended December 1863, 40 l. 8 s. 2 d. in the 

purchase of school requisites and sewing materials. 

13, A large amount of food and clothing is given to the more destitute of the pupils in 

this as in the other convent schools of the district, and I am sure that the hope of getting 
food or clothing induces many poor children to attend this school who would otherwise 

,ltt 14. X am not aware that this school has in any way affected the operation of lay female 

schools around it, it having been in operation since 1829. . . . 

15, A . The general course of instruction given in this school is far below that given in 

the ordinary lay schools as regards efficiency. 

15. b. — A s regards the care of infant pupils, it is equal to that of the ordinary girls 

6choola ' 15. 0. — As 
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15. C. — As music is not taught in any of the ordinary girls’ schools, of course this 
school is superior to any of them in this respect. 

15. D. — Far beyond the ordinary female schools as regards industrial instruction. 

15. E. — The moral training in this school is superior to that in the ordinary female 
schools. 

15. F. — Superior in this respect to the lay female schools. 

15. G-. — The Board’s rules are as well observed in this as in the -majority of the gills’ 
schools. 

15. H. — Superior as regards accommodation to the lay schools. 

15. i. — On the whole, as well supplied as the lay schools. 

15. K. — For the reasons assigned in answer to Query 13, the attractive influence of this 
school in bringing the children of the poor under instruction is far superior to that of any 
lay female school. 



16. — Inspections 






- 


1860. 1 
2 


1861. 1 

2 | 


| 1862. 1 

-3 | 


1863. 

2 


Incidental visits 














1 



1 7 . — Rather unfavourable. 

18. — The operation of this school has contributed to increase education in the district, as 
it has been attended by a large number of poor girls who would not, in all probability, 
attend an ordinary female school. 

I do not think that it has in any way influenced the other schools in its neighbourhood. 

The ladies who conduct this school are much and justly respected by the public, and 
the fact that their school has been in connection with the Board cannot fail to give the 
people confidence in, and attach them to, the system of National Education. 



11 June 1864. 



(signed) Denis F. O' Driscoll, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Kerry, Roll No. 8,320. 
Kenmare, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of St. Clare. 

Visited 31 May and 1 June 1864. — Manager, Very Rev. John O’Sullivan, P.P., Kenmare. 



Total 

N umber of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 

Year 1863.- 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


580 


384 


168 - 


52 


80 


34 


43 j 


377 


Average Age - 


5-1 


8-5 


11-4 


12-6 


15T 


8-8 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — -Fully adequate. The teaching staff comprises 12 nuns, 10 senior paid monitors, 
and two junior paid monitors. 

1. (5). — The nuns are all well-educated ladies. Three of them had attended a full 
course of lectures in the Central Training Establishment in Dublin before making their 
religious profession, and one obtained a certificate of competency to teach vocal music. 

2. — Satisfactory. The several classes are very well instructed. The proficiency of the 
senior or fifth class is remarkably good. 

3. — Satisfactory. There is an excellent infant department connected with this school. 

. 4. — This school has been in operation only about two-and-a-half years. During that 
time 92 pupils appear to have left the school who, at the time of leaving, were 14 years 
of age or above; and of these, 40 (or about 54 per cent.) were in the third or higher 
classes at time of leaving. 

405. p 2 5. — The 
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5_ The extra branches taught are vocal music, drawing, and fancy needlework ; and 

in these the pupils have attained to a very creditable proficiency. 

v er y satisfactory. All sorts of .plain and ornamental needlework are taught with 

remarkable success. . ... 

7. Excellent; could not be better. Even the daily intercourse ot poor children with 

ladies of education and refined minds cannot fail to have a very salutary influence upon 
the habits and manners of the former. 

8 —Morning prayer, 9.55 till 10 ; Angelus, &c., 11.45 till 12; and religious instruction, 

3 tiil 4 o’clock. These arrangements are strictly observed ; and no attempt whatever is 
made, directly or indirectly, to interfere with, or influence in any way, the religious 
opinions of the Protestant children who attend the school. There are five such pupils 
attending at present, and these are invariably removed into a separate room, or sent out, 
during the periods devoted to prayer or religious instruction. 

9. (a).— very fair. 

9 . (/A — I am of opinion that they render good service. 

9. ( c )_ They are instructed specially from 9 till 10 o’clock every morning, and for three 
hours on Saturday. They also receive instruction with the senior classes from 2 till 
3 o’clock each day, and religious instruction from 3 till 4 o’clock. 

9. (cl). — On the whole, very fair. _ 

10. Most strictly observed. The school is bona fide available for the secular instruction 

of pupils of different religious denominations. 

11. («).— Principal school-room, 42 by 30 feet ; infant school-room, 36 by 30 feet ; drawing 
school-room, 33 by 18 feet. These three school-rooms afford accommodation for 489 pupils, 
or 100 more than the average daily attendance. The principal school-room, however, ap- 
peared to me to be very much crowded. 

11. (b ). — Unexceptionable. . 

11. (c).— I could not ascertain; but it is a very beautiful building, admirably fitted up, 
and must have cost a very large sum. . . 

12— The school is fully supplied with apparatus, and the usual requisites. 

13. — The operation of this school, in this respect, has been very remarkable. The lay 
female national school which had been in existence in Kenmare for many years pre- 
viously, and which was conducted by a first-class teacher of great and acknowledged zeal, 
ability, and skill, never commanded an attendance of one-fourth as many pupils as are to 
be found in daily attendance in this convent school ; and not only have the very poorest 
children in the locality been attracted to it (children who, until the establishment of this 
school, had positively received no education whatever), but very many grown pupils of the 
former national school, who had apparently given up schooling, have been led by the 
attractive influence of this school to submit to instruction again. 

14. — “When this school was established, nearly all the pupils attending the lay female 
national school (which was under a lay manager, the Marquis of Lansdowne’s agent), 
abandoned the latter, and in a very short time it was finally closed. 

15. a. — Superior, I think, even to the generality of schools under first-class teachers. 

15. B. — Infinitely superior. 

15. C. — Infinitely superior. 

15. D. — Infinitely superior. 

15. E. — Very much superior. 

15. F. — Very much superior. 

15. G. — Not surpassed by any school. 

15. H. — Very much superior. 

15. i. — Very much superior. 

15. K. — Infinitely superior. During the school hours, there is hardly a child to be seen 
in the streets of Kenmare. 



16. — Inspections _ _ - 
Incidental visits 









1860. 1 


1861. 1 


1862. 


_ 


- 




School 1 


1 | 


2 


■ 


■ 


" 


I not in 
| existence. 




1 



17. — Very favourable. 

18. — This school has been in operation for but a comparatively short period, but, never- 
theless, it were impossible to overestimate the beneficial influence it has already exercised, 
in diffusing the blessings of a good education among the children of all classes in the 
locality. It has already sent forth some teachers, both national and private ; but there can 
be no doubt that its influence will be still more beneficially felt, when it will have had 
time to educate and train up a sufficient number of teachers to supply the wants of the 
schools in this part of the district. 

7 June 1864. (signed) John E. Sheridan, Head Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 
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County Kerry, Roll No. 1,793. 
Killarnet! Monastic National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Monks. 
Yisited 25, 27, and 30 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. A. Gaynor, Killarney. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 

Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


416 


223 


66 


56 


30 


20 


25 


197 


Average Age 


6-9 


10-2 


11-7 


12-3 


14-4 


10-1 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). Fairly adequate. The teaching staff comprises four monks and six paid moni- 

tors, in addition to the superior, who, however, seldom teaches. 

1. (b ).— The superior, Mr. Gaynor, is a very intelligent man, endowed with great 
energy and earnestness. The monk who acts as principal teacher had been a classed and 
trained teacher under the Board before he joined the community; he is a well-informed 
and very zealous teacher. The other monks are comparatively inexperienced. 

2. The results varied in character a good deal. Some subjects are very well taught — 

reading and writing, for instance ; others only moderately well. Some classes acquitted 
themselves very fairly, others only tolerably. The proficiency, on the whole, was not 
unsatisfactory. 

3. There is no infant department connected with this school ; but a considerable num- 

ber of the pupils are of tender years, and are treated very affectionately ; they are not 
instructed, however, according to infant school methods. 

4. — I consider it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to obtain even an approximately 
correct answer to this query. Within the last five years 141 pupils, of 14 years of age 
or above, appear to have left the school ; and of these, 45 (or about 32 per cent.) had 
reached the third or higher classes before they left. 

5. — The extra branches taught are geometry, mensuration, algebra, and book-keeping. 
I examined the fifth class in geometry and algebra, and found the proficiency moderate. 

6. — No industrial instruction. 

7. — Most satisfactory. The pupils are docile, orderly, and very well-behaved. I did not 
observe the slightest evidence of rude manners or mischievous or improper habits amongst 
them. I consider their moral training excellent. 

8. — From 9.55 to 10, morning prayer; 12 to 12.5, Angelus; and from 2 to 3 o clock, 
religious instruction. These arrangements are most strictly observed, and in such a. spirit 
as to render the school bond fide, available for the instruction of pupils of different religious 
denominations. There are six Protestants attending the school at present, and these are 
invariably sent into a separate room to study their ordinary business, under the care of a 
Protestant paid monitor, during the periods set apart for prayer or religious instruction. 

9. (a).— Moderate only. They are not lads of much natural ability. 

9. (5). — One has instructed his class very well, and seems to have a fair aptitude for 
teaching ; I have not formed a very favourable opinion of the services of the others. 

9. ( c ). — They receive special instruction from 9 till 10 o’clock each morning, and from 
10 till 12 o’clock on Saturdays. They also receive instruction along with the senior class, 
in school, for about 1^ hour each day. _ . , 

9. (d ). — The answering of four was moderate only, not evidencing much capacity ; the 
other two had not been appointed at the date of the last annual examination. 

10. — Quite satisfactory. I am convinced that the rules and regulations of the Board, 
and especially those intended for the protection of pupils of different religious denomina- 
tions, are strictly and conscientiously observed by the conductors of the school. 

405. ' p 3 11. (a).— There 
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IX. (a). — There are two school-rooms, each 55 by 25. feet; there is accommodation, 
therefore, for 458 pupils, or more than twice the average daily attendance. 

XI. (b\ — Excellent; could not be better. The school-rooms are lofty, well lighted, 
and well ventilated. 

11. ( c ). — This could not be ascertained ; but the school-wing of the building is valued, 
I have been told, at 2,500 l. 

\2. — The school is admirably supplied with all necessary or useful aids to teaching. 
The expense must have been very considerable ; its exact amount I could not ascertain. 

13. — A very large proportion of the pupils are the children of the very poorest classes 
in Killarney — children who, were it not for this school, would most probably never receive 
any instruction whatever, literary or religious. The good the school does in this way is 
really inestimable. 

14. — This school has been in operation as a national school since 1839, and is the only 
national school for boys that ever existed in Killarney, or within two miles of the town. 
There are, however, three adventure or private day-schools in the town for boys — one 
kept by a quondam national teacher who was dismissed for incompetency ; another by; a 
national teacher who became physically incapable of discharging his duties, and who, in 
consequence, obtained from the Board a retiring allowance ; and the third by a teacher of 
whom I know nothing. 

15. a.— Inferior in this respect, I think, to those schools in the district which are -under 
first-class teachers, but undoubtedly superior to the general run of ordinary national 
schools. 

15. B. — No infant department. 

15, Ci — The proficiency of the senior class in geometry and algebra is not superior to 
what may be found in first-class teachers’ schools. 

T5. d. — N one. 

15. E. — Very much superior, I conceive. 

15. P. — Very much superior. 

15. a . — Not surpassed by.any school. 

15. H. — Very much superior. 

15. i. — Very much superior to even the best of the ordinary national schools. 

15, K , — Infinitely superior. As a rule, the poorest children never attend the ordinary 
national schools. 



16. — Inspections _ - 
Incidental visits 









1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


_ 


- 


- 


3 


3 


2 


- 


■ 




2 


't | 


1 



1863. 

2 

1 



17. — The remarks of the Inspector regarding the literary proficiency of the pupils are 
not very specific or detailed ; they show, however, that he considered the proficiency to 
be, on the whole, only moderately satisfactory. 

18. — I am satisfied that this school has succeeded in gathering together a larger number 
of pupils, and particularly a very much larger number of the poorer children, than any 
mere lay national school would have done ; and in so far it has rendered to the cause of 
popular education a real service, the value of which cannot easily be overrated. 

It has also educated a considerable number of teachers, some of whom are at present 
in charge of national schools in this district, and discharge their duties most efficiently. 

But the conductors of this school would not tolerate the establishment of any other 
national school for boys within the sphere of their influence. Now., while I am sincerely 
disposed to do ample justice to the merits of this school, and while I do not hesitate to 
say that, had 'I to choose between the two classes of national schools, I would infinitely 
prefer this school to even the very best lay national school that could be established in its 
, stead; I am nevertheless satisfied, that by itself it is not sufficient to meet the educational 
wants of an area whose population cannot be less than six thousand, and that there is 
ample room within that area for two or more lay national schools, which I am perfectly 
confident, with moderate encouragement, or even if only allowed a clear stage, “would 
flourish and do much good without interfering with this school, or with one another. 

In my general report for 1860, I stated that I had learned, from the best authority, 
that the number of children attending schools in Killarney was considerably less than 
that of those who never entered a school. I made that statement on what I deemed most 
trustworthy information. But having recently made inquiries on this point from several 
parties, and particularly from the District Inspector, I am led to believe that the state- 
ment was an exaggerated one, and accordingly I take this opportunity of modifying it. 

(signed) John E. Sheridan, Head Inspector. 

7 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WITH THE BOAKD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 115 



County Kerry, Roll No. 533. 

Killarney Female, No. 1, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 27 and 30 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Killarney. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupil's 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in/ 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year. 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on. days of Special Inspection in 


Eirst- Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
HigherClasses. 


Total. 


626 


264 


78 


3, 


48 


24 


49 


231 


Average Age 


5-2 


8-5 


9-6 


14-3 


131 


10-5 



Answers. to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is adequate. There are eleven teachers, eight of whom 
are constantly employed during school-time, and six paid monitresses. Some of the mem- 
bers of fourth and fifth class are employed as unpaid monitresses. 

1. (5). — The teachers are all well-educated ladies ; some of them are accomplished as 
linguists, musicians, &c. Their method and organizing skill are creditable to them. 

2. — Fairly efficient. 

3. — Very fair. 

4. — 84 T per cent. 

5. — Fair results. 

6 . — Satisfactory. 

7 . — Satisfactory. 

8. — From 2 to 3 o’clock is devoted, each of the first five week-days, to religious instruc- 
tion ; and on each of these days an intermission of five minutes from 12 o’clock takes place 
for prayer. These arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Three of the six monitresses are tolerably well qualified; the other three are 
fairly so. 

9. (5). — Fair. 

9. (c). — They receive about two hours’ instruction daily in the subjects of their pro- 
gramme. 

9. (d ). — Two only of the six have attended district examinations. One acquitted her- 
self fairly ; the other was dismissed, and subsequently retained on trial. 

10. — They observe them strictly. 

11. (a). — Satisfactory. 

11. (6). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — The building, offices, &c. have cost from 400 /. to 500/. 

12. This school is well supplied with these matters. In 1862 and 1863, 38/. 11s. 5d. 
worth was purchased. 

13. — The operation of this school exercises excellent effect in this way. 

14. — A very considerable number of the attendants on the ordinary female and mixed 
schools, as soon as they are advanced to third class, and strong enough to walk a distance 
of from three to four miles, leave the ordinary female or mixed schools and become pupils 
of this school. Some girls of this class, with the same view, who reside too far to walk, 
take lodgings with relatives or acquaintances in the town for several months at . a time. 
No agency is at work to produce this result, except the superior opinion entertained by 
the parents of the efficiency of this school. 

15. a. — The pupils remain at this school longer than the pupils of the ordinary female 
national schools remain at them ; hence they acquire greater proficiency. 

15. b. — T here are no departments for infant pupils in the ordinary female national 
schools. 

15. c. — Music and drawing are not taught in any of the ordinary female national 
schools. 

15. D. — Superior to the great majority of the ordinary female national schools. 

15. e. — Superior to the maiority of the ordinary female national schools. 

405. p 4 15. F. — Much 
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15, —Much more carefully and impressively given. 

15. 6.— As exactly observed. 

15, H . — Superior to any ordinary female national school. 

15. I. — Superior in this respect. 

15- K. — Far more effective. 



16. — Inspections 


. . 




1860. 1 
3 


1861. I 
3 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


" 











17. — Favourable. . ■ , , , 

18. Having been in operation for many years, this school has very greatly served the 

cause of education generally in this locality, and served to attach the greater part of the 
community to the National Education system. No ordinary female national school or 
schools, if established in the town for the same time, could possibly have dispensed educa- 
tion to so many. A good many of its former pupils have become teachers, and then- 
efficiency in most essential points — as regards manners, religious sentiment, general moral 
animus, and habits of neatness, cleanliness, order, &c. — has resulted from their attendance 
in this school. 

2 June 1864. (signed) T. Macnamara, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Kerry, Roll No. 6,654. 
Killarney, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 23 and 25 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. W. Horgan, Killarney. 



Total 

'Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


. Number 
of Pupils in 
Average I 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class.' 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 


Total. 




137 


j 41 Boys 1 
169 Girls/ 


25 


16 


11 


11 


173 


Average Age ... 


/5-3 Boys \ 
1 16-10 Girls/ 


9 


11 


12 


11.8 





Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is adequate. There are twelve teachers (four of whom 
attend the school during school-time, at different periods of the day), three paid moni- 
tresses, and six resident pupils who teach as a class of unpaid monitresses. 

1. (b ). — The teachers are all well-educated ladies, and some of them are accomplished 
as linguists and musicians, & c. Their method and organizing skill are creditable to them. 

2. — Fairly efficient. 

3. — Satisfactory. 

4. — 80 - 2 per cent. 

5. — Drawing is not taught. Instrumental music is taught to some of the pupils very 
effectively. 

6. — Satisfactory. Particular care is taken in instructing the junior learners. 

7. — Excellent. 

8. — -Religious instruction is given from 2.45 to 3.15 o’clock in the first five days of the 

week, 
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week, and this arrangement is strictly observed. Some of the irregular and older 
attendants receive religious instruction on Sunday, for an hour. ' 

9. (a ). — One of the three paid monitresses is talented and well qualified; the other two 
are tolerably so. 

9. (Z>). — Fairly effective. 

9. (c). — They are instructed in the subjects of their programme daily, for about two 
hours. 

9. (d). — None of them have been at a district examination of monitors yet. 

10. — They are strictly observed. 

11. (a).— -The principal room is a temporary one, 45 by 15 feet ; and the room for infant 
pupils, which contains a gallery, is 18 by 12 feet. These rooms afford satisfactory accom- 
modation. 

11. (b). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c).—— Infant school-room, 100 1. The principal school-room forms part of the con- 
vent building, and is so used pending the intended erection of school premises. There is 
no way of ascertaining the cost of the principal school-room. 

i2 - — FI 18 s. lid expense incurred in providing such matters in 1863. The school is 
well supplied with maps, &c. 

18. — The effect of this school in attracting a considerable number of children of the 
poorer classes to it takes place here, as in the other convent schools, very usefully. 

14. — The ordinary female national schools within a circuit of four miles of this school are 
only three in number ; the attendance on them is very little affected by this school. 
There are, within the same circuit, three mixed schools (for boys and girls), attended by 
the same class of pupils as the three female national schools, narnelv, girls between the 
ages of 4 and 13. 

A considerable number of the attendants on these rural schools leave them when they 
become members of third class, and when strong enongh to walk a distance to this school 
from their homes. No agency is at work to produce this result, except the favourable 
opinion the parents entertain of convent schools. In all probability these pupils would 
leave the rural schools permanently at the time they become attendants on this convent 
national school. 

. 15 - A - — The efficiency of the general course of instruction is greater in one point of 
view than that of the ordinary national schools for girls. The attendants remain longer at 
this school than those of the ordinary female national schools, and hence acquire more 
proficiency. 

15. B.— There are very few infant pupils attending the ordinary female national schools, 
lliis school, having a separate department for infants, of course far surpasses all the ordi- 
nary female national schools in the care and instruction of infant pupils. 

15. c.— Neither drawing nor music is taught in any of the female national schools of this 
district. 

15. D.—. Industrial instruction is more effectively given than in the large majority of the 
ordinary female national schools. J 

15. e.— Superior to the generality of the ordinary female national schools. 

15. i'. — Much more carefully and impressively imparted. 

15. g. — As exactly observed. 

15. H. — Equal to.the best ordinary female national schools. 

15. x. — Superior in this respect. 

15. k. — Far more effective. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



17. — Favourable. 

18. — I look upon this convent school as a very useful institution. It is not so largely 
attended as the other, convent schools, and has been in operation not more than eight or 
ten years. Its effectiveness has been confined to Killarney and its vicinity. 

(signed) J. Macnamara, District Inspector. 

- June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 





_ 


. 


1860. 

3 


1 1861. 
3 


[ 1862. 
3 












“ 
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County Kerry, Roll No. 4062. 
Listowel Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 

Visited 30 and 31 May and 7 .Tune 1864.— Manageress, Mrs. M. A. Stack, Listowel. 



Total 

N umber of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1803. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class.) 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


818 


j 295 


158 


72 


75 


68 


50 


423 


Average Age - - - j 


5-8 : 


10-2 j 


11 


135 


15'2 


99 



Answers to Queries. 



1 .(a ). — The present teaching power is quite adequate. . 

1, So far as I could form an opinion, the _ acquirements of the teachers are very 

o-oocl ; their method of teaching and organizing skill are fair. 

° 2.— Judged by its present results, the instruction has not been as efficient, on the whole, 

as could be desired. . , 

3.— The management, care, and attention of the infant pupils are satisfactory. 

4 —I have <>- 0 ne carefully over the school records for the last eight years, and 1 find 
that, of the number of pupils who have, in the opinion of the manager, finally given up 
schooling within that period, 61 per cent, were in the third or higher classes. 

5. Music has been very successfully taught in this school. Drawing has not been as yet 

introduced. . . , , e . T 

6 —The results of the industrial instruction have been very satisfactory. 

7!— The results of the moral training, as to the habits and manners of the pupils, are all 

that could be desired. . . , . , , * •. 

8.— The time devoted to religious instruction is quite ample, and the care bestowed on it 
most satisfactory. The specified arrangements as to the giving of religious instruction are 

well observed. . , , . ... 

9 ( a ). — The acquirements of the monitors are, on the whole, very fair. _ 

9' (/A— I believe that they discharge their duties as junior instructors efficiently. 

9* (c\— The measures adopted for preparing them for their duties are satisfactory. 
They are taught occasionally with the advanced classes, and they receive in addition extra 

^ |)^The results of their annual examinations have been, on the whole, fairly 

creditable^e Boar( p s rl q es are well observed by the conductors of this school. 

II (a ). — The accommodation is quite sufficient. The average daily attendance for the 
year ended the 31st March 1863 was 313-3. Allowing six square feet for each child, there 
is accommodation for 585 pupils. 

(A The healthiness and accommodation of the school-rooms are satisfactory. 

11, ( c y W ell as the manager could estimate, from 600 /. to 700 /. were expended on 

building and furnishing the school-rooms. .. . . 

12. There is an ample supply of maps and other school requisites, the community havm 0 

expended, during the four years ended December 1863, 38/. 6 s. 11c/. on the purchase 

of theni Ti^ excellent ladies who conduct the school give every year a large amount of 
clothing to the more destitute of their pupils, and supply breakfast every day to a number 
of them ; the expectation of getting their breakfast, or of obtaining clothing, no doubt 
induces many poor girls to attend this school who otherwise, m all probability, would 

attendno ®^°^ een j n f orme q t ] iat t i iere had been a lay female school in the town previous 
to the establishment of this school, and that it was withdrawn from connection with the 
Board, by the manager, as soon as this school commenced operation. 

15, A . The efficiency of the general course of instruction is, on the whole, about equal 

to that of the ordinary girls’ schools of the district. In some branches, such as arithmetic, 
<reo«Taphy, and grammar, the proficiency attained by its pupils is not equal to that ot the 
pupTls attending the ordinary lay schools; but in other subjects, such as reading and writing. 
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especially in the higher classes, and particularly in composition, it is far superior to that 
attained by the pupils of any of them. 

1 5. B. — As .regards care, &c. of the infant children, it is superior to any of the 
ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. c. — As neither music nor drawing is taught in any of the lay female schools of 
this district, of course as regards the former branch this school is superior to any of them. 

15. ix — The industrial instruction given in this school is superior to. that given in any 
of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. E. — Superior as regards moral training to the lay female schools. 

15. v. — Superior to the ordinary female schools of the district. 

15. 6. — The Board’s rules are as well observed in this as in the ordinary female 
schools. 

15. II. — Superior to the great majority of the female schools as regards accommodation. 

15. i. — The supply of educational apparatus is as good in this as in the ordinary girls’ 
schools. 

15. k. — -F or the reasons assigned in answer to Query 13, the attractive influences of 
this school in bringing under instruction the children of the poor must be far greater than 
that of any ordinary female school of the district. 



16. — Inspections 








1860. 

3 


1861. 1 

.2 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 


' 


' 






“ 


1 



17. — On the whole tolerably favourable. 

18. — The operation of the school has tended to increase the amount of education in the 
district, as it is attended by a number of the more destitute children who would otherwise: 
probably never attend a national school. It has also operated rather favourably in pro- 
ducing the agents by whom education is carried on, 16 of its .pupils, I am informed,: 
having become teachers in this country or in America. I have come in contact with five 
mistresses educated in this school, three of whom are efficient teachers, but not more so 
than some brought forward elsewhere ; the other two had to be removed for incompetency. 

There can be no doubt but that the fact of this school, conducted as it is by ladies who 
are so much revered by the public, being in connection with the Board has tended to 
attach the people to, and give them confidence in, the system of national education. 

(signed) Denis F. O' Driscoll, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Kerry, Roll No. 1859. 
Milltown Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 
Visited 31 May 1864. — Manageress, Mrs. O’Sullivan, Milltown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 1 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1803. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 

i 


Second Class. . 


. Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Totai.. 


374 


140 


44 


39 


31 


42 


59 


215 


Average Age _ 


6-2 


8-3 


10-5 


11® | 


14-2 


103 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — The teaching power is adequate ; there are 14 teachers, three paid monitresses, 
and a few of the members of the 5th class act as unpaid monitresses. 

1. (5). — The teachers are all well-educated ladies; two of them attended a training 
405. Q 2 cours 
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course of lectures at the Training Establishment, Marlborough -street, and one of them was 
a trained and efficient teacher for many years in the Board’s service. 

2. — Fairly efficient. • 

3. — There is no infant school department. 

4. 95*7. 

5. — Music has been taught for the last two years, with fair results. 

6. — Satisfactory. 

7. — Satisfactory. ... . £ £ 

8 . From two o’clock to three o’clock religious instruction is given m the first live days 

of tiie week, and an intermission of five minutes takes place also, on each of these days, 
from 12 o’clock for prayer. These arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a ). — Very fair. 

9’ (c).— They* receive instruction in the subjects of their programme for about two hours 

d 1?V)-Two of them attended the district examinations, and acquitted themselves 
creditably. 

10. — They observe them strictly. 

11. (a). — Very satisfactory. 

11. (b ). — Very satisfactory. , . . 

11. (A — From 500 Z. to 600 l. has been expended on the school-house and omces. 

12. — The supply of such matters is very satisfactory; 16/. 6 s. has been expended m 

this way during the last three years. . 

13. _lThe operation of the school exercises excellent eftect in this way. 

14. — This school has thinned the attendance in two of the neighbouring schools, one a 

school for females, and one a mixed school. There is but one other female school in the 
vicinity. The superior opinion of the value of this school entertained by the parents is 
the only cause of this result. .. , ,. ,, , 

15 a. — T he pupils remain at this school longer than the pupils of the ordinary female 
national schools do at them ; the result is that a larger amount of proficiency is attained. 

15. B. — There are 110 infant pupils attending this school. ... , , . 

15. c.— Neither music nor drawing is taught in the ordinary female national schools of 

th T 5 d t-The industrial instruction is more effectively given than in the large majority 
of the ordinary female national schools. , 

15. j.;. — Superior to the majority of the ordinary female national schools. 

15. — Much more carefully and impressively given. 

15. G. — As exactly observed. 

15. h.— Superior to any ordinary female national school. 

15. j. — Superior in this respect. 

15. K. — Far more effective. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1860. 


1861. 


1862. | 




3 


3 


i " 




- 1 



j AltToperation for many years has tended to raise the opinion of the lower orders 
as to the value of education, and doubtlessly to attach them to the system of national 
education. Had this school not existed, vast numbers of girls would never have been 
educated at all. About 20 of its former pupils have entered the service of the Board as 
teachers and monitresses ; two of the former conduct schools in this district, one of whom 
is ^n every point an efficient teacher, and the other is generally a fairly satisfactory one. 
These young persons, in point of manners and appearance and general moral animus, 
rank above, as respects these qualifications, teachers who derived their education from 
ordinary female national schools. It cannot be questioned that then usefulness as 
teachers has been increased by their attendance on this convent school.^ Then religious 
sentiments, habits of neatness and order, and superior general moral animus are attnbu 
table to it, in addition to their respectable literary acquirements. 

(signed) Thaddeus Macnamara, District Inspector. 

2 Juno 1864. ° Catho,io > 
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County Kerry, Roll No. . 545. 
Tbalee Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Nuns. 



Visited 2 and 3 June 1 864. — -Manager, Very Rev. John Mawe, r. r., Tralee. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the year 1863. 


ofpTpiUiu 

Average 

Attendance 

for 

the year I 863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tot* i . 


735 


443 


230 


70 


73 


25 


; 6 


434 


Average Age - 


5-0 j 


8-5 


10-9 


10-8 

1 


12-5 

■ - 





Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Fully adequate. The teaching staff comprises 11 nuns, who teach the ordinary 
branches ; two nuns, who superintend the teaching of needlework ; one workmistress ; 
and eight paid monitresses. 

1. (b). — One of the ladies attended a full course of lectures at the Central Training 
Establishment in Dublin. In general, however, the teaching is according to the old 
methods, and the organization of the school is open to improvement. The ladies are very 
anxious to have the services of an organizer. 

2. — Reading is very well taught; the other branches tolerably well. 

3. — There is a very large infant department connected with this school ; but the room 
is not well adapted for an infant school, and is much crowded. 

4. — I have not been able to arrive at any well-founded conclusion on the subject. The 
register does not contain the necessary information. I observe, however, that the pupils 
are repeatedly struck off the roll, and afterwards re-admitted ; so that it is impossible to 
say whether those struck off have finally left or not. 

5. — Fancy needleivork is the only extra branch taught. The instruction is very efficient. 

6. — Very satisfactory. All sorts of plain needlework are taught with great success. 

7. — Excellent. 

8. — Morning prayer, 9 to 9.5 o’clock; angelus, 12 to 12.5 o’clock ; religious instruction, 
2 to 3.10 o’clock. These arrangements are strictly observed, and the school is bond fide 
open to children of all religious denominations. There is one Protestant pupil attending, 
who is never allow r ed by the nuns to be present at prayer or religious instruction. 

9. (a). — Of the eight paid monitors at present in this school, the acquirements of two 
are very fair ; of four, middling ; and of two, very indifferent. 

9. (b). — Six render very fair service in that capacity. 

9. (c). — They are instructed from 9 to 10 o’clock each morning, and for half an hour in 
the course of the day. They also receive religious instruction from 2 to 3 o’clock each day. 

9. (d). — Two acquitted themselves very well, one tolerably, and two unsatisfactorily. 
The others have been appointed since the last annual examination. 

10. — Most strictly observed. 

11. (a). — Allowing six square feet for each pupil, there is accommodation for 480 pupils. 
I must say, however, that both the infant school-room and the principal school-room 
appeared to me to be very much crowded. 

11. (5.)— The infant school-room is not a very suitable one. The other two school- 
rooms are excellent. ones — well lighted and well ventilated. 

11. (c). — I could not ascertain. The buildings were erected in 1810. 

12. — Fair. There is a good supply of maps, and an adequate supply of the usual 
requisites. 

13. — The beneficial influence exercised in this way by this school cannot be overrated. 

14. — This school was first established in Tralee in 1809, and became connected with the 
Board of National Education in 1833. It is the only national school for girls that ever 
existed in Tralee, or within two miles of it, until a few months ago, when the Sisters of 
Mercy placed their school in connection with the Board. 

15. a. — The ordinary national schools for girls in the Tralee district are, as a general 
rule, far from efficient. This school is, on the whole, certainly superior to any of them. 

15. b. — Very much superior. 

15. c. — The instruction given in fancy needlework (the only extra branch taught) is 
very much superior to that given in ordinarv national schools. 

405. Q 3 15. D.— Very 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




122 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 



15. D. — Very much superior. 

15. E. — Infinitely superior. 

15. f. — I nfinitely superior. 

15. G. — Not surpassed by auy school. 

15 . h. — N ot surpassed by any of the non-vested schools. The vested schools, however, 
appear to me to afford a larger space per pupil. 

15. i. — Fully equal to the best ordinary national schools of the district. 

15. K. — Infinitely superior to even the very best of the ordinary national schools of 
the district. 

j 1860. I 1861. | 1862. j 1863. 

16. — Inspections - 3 3 3 3- 

Incidental visits - | - I - I - I “ 

17. — Favourable in 1860, 1861, and 1862. The inspector does not seem to have had 

quite so favourable an opinion of the proficiency of the classes in 1863. 

18. — This school has been in operation for more than half a century, and the amount of 
good it has done in diffusing the blessings of a good literary, moral, and religious edu- 
cation amongst the poorer classes in Tralee, and in educating and training up teachera for 
the various national schools of the district, cannot be overrated. 

(signed) John E. Sheridan, Head Inspector. 

7 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Kerry, Roll No. 9266. 
Tralee Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. Mawe, Tralee. 



Total 

Number of 


of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present i 


in Days of Special Inspection in 




on Rolls for 
the year 1863. 


for 

the y oar 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


735 


443 


i " 


43 


21 


20 


9 


140 


Average Age 




6-4 


9-3 


„ 


13- 


1-2 -9 


'9-4 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a - ). — The present teaching power is inadequate, but I believe that when the three 
girls I have selected for monitresses are recognised as such, it will be quite sufficient. 

1. (7,). — go far as I could form an opinion, the acquirements of the conductors of this 
school are good. Their method of teaching is on the whole fair, but they are as yet 
deficient in organising skill as teachers. 

2. — It would not, perhaps, be fair to judge of the efficiency of the instruction by its 
present results. This school has been but a few months in connection with the Board, and 
previous to its becoming a national school, the course of instruction given in it was not 
in accordance with the “ School Programme,” some subjects considered most essential 
in national schools being much neglected, whilst other branches which do not enter into- 
the “ Programme,” received a much greater degree of attention. 

3. — The management, care, and instruction of the infant pupils are on the whole 
satisfactory. 

4. — I could not ascertain the proportion of the pupils that have given up schooling 
altogether, that have attained to a satisfactory degree of education, as there were no 
regular records kept in this school previous to its being placed in connection with the 
Board. 

5. — Drawing is not taught in this school, and instruction in music was not given 
regularly until lately. The girls appear to be making very fair progress in the latter 
branch for the time they have been receiving instruction. 

6. — The results of the industrial instruction have been very successful. 

7. — The results of the moral training as to the habits and manners of the pupils are 
satisfactory. 

8. — The time devoted to religious instruction is quite ample, and the attention paid to 
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it is very satisfactory. The specified arrangements as to the giving of religious instruction 
are well observed. 

9. ( a ). — There have been no monitresses sanctioned as yet in this school. 

10. — The Board’s rules are well observed by the conductors of this school. 

11. (a). — The accommodation is quite adequate. The average daily attendance from the 
1st April, till the day of my visit (27 May), was 147 ‘7. I believe that at no time will the 
average attendance exceed 200. Allowing six square feet for each child, there is accom- 
modation for 276 pupils. 

11. (£). — The healthiness and convenience of the school-rooms are most satisfactory. 

11. (c). — I could not ascertain the expense incurred in building the school-rooms, as 
they form part of a long range of buildings. The rooms were furnished by the com- 
munity at a cost of about 35 l. 

12. — The supply of maps is very fair, the community having purchased 5 l. worth of 
them previous to the school being placed. in connection with the Board, which witli the 
maps granted in the first free stock, are fairly sufficient for the wants of the school. 
There is also a fair supply of school requisites, but as a great part of them were purchased 
-by the pupils themselves before the school was taken into connection, I could not ascertain 
their cost. 

13. — The charitable ladies who conduct this school, give every year a large amount of 
clothing to the more destitute of their pupils, and at certain seasons they supply break- 
fasts every morning to '70 of them. The hope of getting their breakfasts, or of 
obtaining clothes, has, in my opinion, the effect of drawing out of their homes, and bring- 
ing under the influence of instruction, several of the poorer children, who would otherwise, 
probably, not attend a school of any kind. 

14. — I believe that the existence of this school has not in any way affected the opera- 
tion of the lay female schools around it. In fact, there had been no school of that class 
in its immediate neighbourhood for some time previous to its establishment. 

15. A. — The efficiency of the general course of instruction is certainly, at present, much 
inferior to that in the ordinary girls’ schools of the district. 

15. B . — The care, &c., bestowed on infant pupils is, at least, equal to that bestowed oh 
them in the ordinary female schools. 

15. c. — Neither music nor drawing is taught in any of the ordinary female schools of 
this district. As regards the teaching of music, this school is, of course, superior to them. 

15. D. — As regards industrial instruction, this school is superior to the ordinary girls’ 
schools of the district. 

15. E. — The moral training in this school is superior to that in a large proportion of the 
ordinary female schools. 

15. f. — Superior to the ordinary female schools as regards religious instruction. 

15. G-. — The Board’s rules are observed, as well in this as in the ordinary national 
schools. 

15. H. — The accommodation in this school is better than in a large proportion of the 
ordinary female schools. 

15. i.— At present the supply of apparatus in this school is not as good as in the 
majority of the lay female schools of the district. 

15. K. — The attractive influence of this school in bringing the children of the poor 
under instruction, is, of course, far superior to that of any ordinary female school, for the 
reasons I have assigned in answer to Query 13. 

16. — School not in connection. 

17. — School not in connection with the Board till February 1864. 

18. — I am satisfied that the operation of this school is calculated to increase the amount 
of education in this district, as it is attended by many of the poorer children, who other- 
wise would not, as already stated, probably attend a school at all. 

As but a few months have elapsed since this became a national school, its operation 
cannot, as yet, influence in any way the other schools in its neighbourhood. 

The fact of this school having been placed in connection with the Board, has certainly 
tended to attach the people to, and give them confidence in, the system of national educa- 
tion. 

(signed) Denis F. O' Driscoll, District Inspector. 

9 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Kildare, Roll No. 4997 . 
Athy Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 27 and 31 May 1864 ; 6 June 1864.— Manageress, Mrs. Slevin, Athy. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the year 1863. 


I ' ' 

Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


646 


283 


245 


82 


26 


18 


26 


397 


Average Age 


5-9 


7-8 


10-8 


10-7 


14-6 





Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — Quite satisfactory ; there are 12 nuns engaged teaching every day. . 

1. (b).— Acquirements not directly tested, nuns not being liable to examination ; but 
judging from their manner and address, and the state of the classes committed to them, ± 
consider their acquirements very high. Their method of teaching is very good,, anc leir 
organizing skill is excellent. Most of the nuns get a liberal education of a high order, 
and are highly accomplished ; some draw and paint admirably, and know music and Trench. , 
others know French and music, having beeu educated in France ; one of them is veiy 
highly qualified, especially in the subjects prescribed for the first-class teachers m the 
National Board’s programmes, and having been, before her profession as a nun, trained 
under the Board, is technically regarded and recognised as an organizer, and through her 
services the school has been allowed the enjoyment of all the privileges accorded to 
organized schools. 

2. — Very satisfactory. . , 

3. — Very good. The infant pupils obey with regularity and promptitude every order 

and every signal, and this great discipline is established so judiciously that the children 
always show eagerness to go to the school. . 

4. — Since January 1860, 60 pupils, 14 years of age and upwards, were struck ott tiic 
rolls and register, being supposed to have finally left school. Of these 60 pupils, 46, or 76-6 
per cent., were reading third or higher books, and writing on paper ; 14 of them, or 23-4 
per cent,, "ot no higher than Sequel No. 2 Book, and writing of round-hand ; but in every 
case they had attended irregularly, and were not left sufficiently long time at school, 
and so they could not be made proficient in any school, or by any teachers; of the same 
60 pupils, 19, or 31-6 per cent., reached Fourth or Fifth Book, and were proficient m 
parsing, proportion, practice, and interest, writing from dictation, and geography, and were 
excellent at penmanship and reading. Three of these entered convents since, and are 
employed in teaching, and one is a governess. To this number of 60 are to be added the 
nine senior and three junior monitresses, who will all be able to earn their support as 
teachers, in one capacity or another, when their course shall have been completed. . 

5. — Vocal music is taught excellently, and any of the pupils, especially the monitresses, 
who give proof of taste and talent, are taught instrumental music as well as they could be 
taught by a professor. Drawing is admirably taught; some. pupils draw surprisingly well 
in crayon, and can paint remarkably well. If the Commissioners wished, I would gladly 
forward a few of their drawings. 

6. — Quite satisfactory. There is a room specially set apart for industrial work. All 

the classes are taught in succession by the nuns, and by a workmistress, paid by the Board 
since January 1863. At present she gets 15 l per annum from the Board. The instruc- 
tion is of a very practical, useful character ; the pupils are taught to mend their clothes, to 
knit, to darn, and after some time, under instruction, to make plain clothes. . The nuns aim 
at no higher point in this business, seeking to make the pupils useful in their homes, so as, 
at the same time, not unduly to interfere with their literary progress. Nearly all the children 
bring their own materials to work on, the best proof that the instruction is valued and 
successful. „ 

7. — Very satisfactory. I make this statement, in reference to this school, as the result of 

my own observation for more than four years, being so long a resident in the town of 
Athy and its vicinity. . 

8. — Religious instruction is given every day from 11.55 to 12.55 o’clock. This arrange- 
ment is rigidly observed. It is specified on the time-table hung up in the school. 

9. (a).— Good, 
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'9 (a). — Good, generally ; two 'failed last year at the annual examination. Gratuities 
■were awarded by the Board for the good answering of the rest. 

9. (Z>). — Good ; some of them very good. 

9- (c ). — They are specially instructed for an hour every school-day, and for two hours 
on Saturday ; some of them are taught instrumental music, as well as singing, especially 
on Saturday ; they are besides taught along with their class, and they are exercised in 
teaching the classes under the direction and correction of the nuns. 

9. (d). Satisfactory, with the excepition before mentioned ; they are generally satisfac- 
tory every year. 

10. They are scrupulously observed. 

11. (a). — More than sufficient. r lhere is floor-area in school-rooms and class-rooms for 
over 500 pupils, at six square feet for each pupil. 

11. (/>).— Excellent. 

11. (c). Over 1,300. The cleaning, painting, and repairs of the rooms, desks, and 
seats, windows, & c., cost the nuns about 16 /. per annum. 

12. — There is a full and complete supply. Some of it was given by the Board as free 
stock; in providing the rest, at reduced prices, the niuis expended over 30/., not taking 
into account any article not still in use, and fit for use. The nuns expend annually 
between 6/. and 7 /. in providing books, papers, slates, and sewing materials, for which 
they get no return from their pupils, and of all requisites for literary and industrial pur- 
poses, they keep a constant steady supply. 

13. — The effectis very considerable. The poor childrenare treated withgreat care and ten- 
derness ; they are never asked to pay school-fees, and there is never a word about whether 
they pay or do not pay. Thus the feelings of the poor are spared, for which they are always 
grateful. Again, the poor, knowing that the nuns teach and undergo all the drudgery ‘of 
school labour, cheerfully and zealously, without any expectation of reward in this life, but 
solely for the love of God and their neighbour, venerate the nuns, and make efforts to 
send, their children to them which otherwise they would never make. There are some 
destitute persons in the town who do not send their children anywhere ; but they are 
persons who are so degraded by vice and dissipation, and every misfortune, that they 
become utterly careless of themselves" and their children. 

11. The only female school at present within a circuit of over six miles of this school 
is the Athy Model Female National School, somewhat less than half a mile distant. There 
was a rivalry between the two schools since they were established in 1852. I believe the 
rivalry was equal, each striving to win pupils by superior teaching. At the close of 1861, 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, by pastorals and sermons, aided by the parish 
priest, began to give active opposition to the model school, and, in consequence, many 
girls left the model school and went to this nunnery school, and such opposition is still 
maintained, and with like results. There was a female school in 1860, and part of 1861, at 
Kilberry, three miles distance from Athy. It was broken up from want of sufficient average 
attendance ; but that school was not well attended at any time, the population not being 
numerous. There was no effort made on the part of the nunnery to break up that school, and 
m tact the model school gained as many scholars by the break-up as the nunnery. There 
is no record of any other female schools having ever existed within a circuit of from six 
to seven miles. The national schools within that circuit are mixed schools, i.n., attended 
by males and females, and taught by male teachers, viz., Churchtown, 3b or 4 miles; Bally- 
roe, three miles ; and Shanganamore, four miles distant. Girls go from these schools 
occasionally, when they are old enough and prepared enough, and become pupils in the 
nunnery national school ; but in doing so they are not under any influence exercised for 
or by the nuns. They and their parents prefer the nunnery school, and it is only natural, 
and at is really for their advantage that they should. 

Except what advantage this school derived from the opposition to the model school, it 
owes its present piosition to the attractive character which nunnery schools have, and to its 
great efficiency. 

Before the establishment of the nunnery in Athy, there was a female national school 
there. This was broken up to make way for the nunnery school. 

15. . a. — Superior to all. 

I® u P e P or a _lk This must be the case, because there are rooms spiecially set 
apart tor the infant pupiils, and furnished with a gallery and apparatus, spiecially adapited 
tor their instruction ; and next the teachers, devoted themselves specially to the care, 
management, and instruction of infant pupils, in which they exhibit rare ability, attention, 
and zeal. They sing for, and with them, and to form their ear, and direct their voice; they 
play on the harmonium for them. These advantages cannot exist in any ordinary female 
National School. 

15. c.— Quite superior music and drawing are taught so admirably that there could be 
no ground for compiarison between this and any other ordinary National School, with regard 
to the teaching of these branches, even it taught at all ; but the fact is, they are not taught 
m any ordinary female school in the district. 

15. D. — Superior to all except six. 

15. ,E. Supierior to all. This will easily be believed by any one who considers that the 
nuns devote themselves specially to the inculcation of morality. Whilst the secluded life 
they lead, remote from the cares, struggles, and passions of the world ; and their known 
acknowledged disinterestedness, and their skill and discernment as to proper time and 
occasion, must lend force and weight to their admonitions. 

405. R 15 . f. — V ery 
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15. F . Very superior to all, for all the reasons stated in answer to last query, and to 

query 13, page 2. 

15. G . — Equal to all, or any, in scrupulous observance of them. 

15. H. — Superior to all. 

15. i.— Superior to all. . , 

15. K . — Superior to all, owing to the esteem and veneration m which nuns are nela, 
especially for the reasons, amongst others that might be adduced, stated in answer to query 
E. and to query 13, page 2. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

17. They all express approval and praise of the state of the school. 

18* This school was established in 1852, under the guidance of the nuns. From the 

commencement, it was effectively worked. It has done great service to the public by the 
inculcation of personal neatness and tidiness, and a taste for industrial pursuits, and it has 
brought vocal music into every house. . . . „ 

It is also now diffusing a taste for drawing. In short, it is carrying into practical ettect 
everything which the Commissioners of National Education have expressed a desire to 
advance through their system. Through the Board’s Books which are alone used m com- 
municating secular knowledge, every household has a supply of knowledge suited to the 
humblest capacity, at a very low price. 

Brotherly love, and obedience to authority, are constantly taught ; and thus the two 
branches of education, secular and religious knowledge, are practically and effectively 
carried on in this school. . 

(signed) Michael Coyle, District Inspector. 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



1 1860. 1 


1 1861. 1 


1862. 


3 


4 i 


2 


2 


1 



County Kildare, Roll No. 1151. 
Clane Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Presentation Order. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. E. Conroy, p.p., Clane. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

tlie year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


r 

First Class. 


Second Class. : 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 1 


Total. 


184 

Average Age 


I 84 


24 


15 


3, 1 


13 


5 


88 


7’3 

i 


9-1 


11 ! 


11-1 '! 


12-8 


9-8 



Answers to Queries :• — 

1. ( a ). — Ample ; one teacher for every fifteen pupils, in average daily attendance. 

1. (j). — Acquirements respectable ; method, very painstaking in every case, and fairly 
skilful in most instances, organizing skill, moderately displayed. 

2 . — The most essential branches, such as reading, penmanship, dictation, and needlework, 
are successfully taught. Arithmetic tolerably so, but as the school is open to all pupils 
« free of charge,” sufficient attention is not devoted by the latter to the preparation of their 
home lessons, and their proficiency in grammar and geography, is therefore limited. 

3. — There is, at present, no “ infant” department, in consequence of the want of an 
additional class-room. 

4. — My connexion with the school is so short that I have been obliged to refer to the 
school records for this information. It appears from them that 1 6 per cent, of such pupils 
had reached the Fourth Class, and 28 per cent, the Third Class before they finally left the 
school. 

5. — Several pupils have attained fair proficiency in vocal music, especially sacred music. 
No instruction given in drawing, &c. 

6 . — A considerable number of pupils have been enabled to earn a livelihood (after leaving 
school) owing to their skill in needlework. 

7.— The 
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7.— The pupils are very gentle and modest in their deportment, and truthful in their lan- 
guage. They are also very affectionate in their bearing towards their teahcers. 

8 — Ample time is set apart for this duty in the schoolroom, and the pupils receive 
additional instruction (from the nuns) in the neighbouring church. 

9. (a).— Pretty fair. 

9. (b ). — They are attentive to their duties, but not sufficiently earnest or skilful in 
teaching their respective classes. 

9. (e). — The nuns take particular interest in their instruction, but complain that they 
do not prepare their home lessons satisfactorily. 

9. (a ). — I have not conducted any such examination- in this district for many years; It 
appears from the records left by my predecessor that the answering of the monitors was 
satisfactory in only a few cases. 

10. As far as I have had opportunity of judging, the rules of the Board appear to be 
adhered to. 

11. (a). The school-room is large enough for the accommodation of a much more con- 
siderable attendance of pupils. One or more class-rooms, are, however, required. 

11. (b ). — Very satisfactory. 

11. (c).— The house is a “‘vested” one, but more than 100 l. has been expended (from 
local sources) in building and improving the school house, &c. 

12- There is a good supply of maps and. “ seho.oL requisites,” but too limited a number 
of charts and apparatus of other descriptions. 

13— Every penny granted by the Board, in the shape of salary, gratuities, &c., is 
expended upon the improvement of the school-house, repair of furniture, or clothing and 
feeding of the more destitute children, many of whom could not possibly attend school, 
unless assisted jn this way and supplied with books, paper, &c., gratis, in addition. 

14. — There is no other female school within two miles of this one ; a healthy spirit of 
competition is, however, kept up, in consequence of its existence, and the neighbouring- 
schools are thus rendered more efficient. Some of the destitute attend it in preference, for 
the reason assigned. (13th Query). 

15. A— The branches which most conduce to the future happiness of the female pupils 
are taught with greater success ; the others are not so carfully attended to, as in ordinary 
Female National Schools. 

15. B. No special system of instructing the infant children is at present followed, but 
I have strongly urged their separation from the other pupils, and the adoption of a more 
judicious system of instruction ; this is likely to be soon effected. 

15. c. — Music is taught with greater success than in most of the other female schools. 

15. D. — Considerably above the average in this respect. 

15. E— I am happy to report favourably both of the ordinary female schools and the 
present one in this respect ; many of the former, however, are conducted by teachers 
who received their own education in “ convent ” schools. 

15. F.— The same remarks, as those given above, apply to the subject also. 

15. G. The rules of the Board appear, with some trifling exceptions, to be observed 
with equal fidelity in both classes of schools. 

15. H. — The school-room in this case is much larger and more neatly kept than inmost 
“ lay ” schools. 

15. x. The school is more amply supplied with maps and ordinary school requisites, 
but as many of the ordinary schools have been furnished with an “ organising ” free 
stock, they are in most cases better supplied with apparatus than this school is at present. 

15. k. It has a most decided advantage over ordinary schools in this respect, although 
the regularity of the attendance i3 interfered with, owing to the nonpayment of “ school- 
fees ” by the pupils, even those well able to do so. 

1860. I 1861. | 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - _ 3 3 3 2 

Incidental visits - - | 3 - 1 

17. — Favourable. 

18. — This school has been in operation for many years, and during that period has effected 
a large amount of good in preparing the female portion of the community for the faithful 
fulfilment of their several duties in after life, and has enabled many of them besides to 
secure employment as nursery governesses, childrens’ maids, &c. , through the influence 
or favourable reports of their teachers. It is much to be regretted that the rules of their 
order prevent the nuns from exacting school fees, which would, in most cases, secure 
more regular attendance on the part of the pupils, and induce their parents to co-operate 
more effectively in requiring them to study at home. I have on several occasions heard 
this school highly commended for its practical usefulness by clergymen of the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant persuasions, and by other persons well qualified to form a correct 
opinion on the subject. 

(signed) George R. O’ Gallig an, District Inspector. 

27 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Kildare, Roll No. 771. 

Kildare Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community ' The Presentation Order. 



Total 


Number 
of Pupils in 


Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for First class, 

the Year 1863. 


Second Class. | 


Sequel. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


260 


108 40 


28 


32 


20 


12 


132 




60 


0-3 


10-1 


12 


13 


9-4 



Answers to Queries. 

l' (JV — Pretty fair as to acquirements. “ Method of teaching,’’ earnest and fairly 
skilful, organising skill, moderate. Most of the teachers being already advanced m 

3 T(A- The proficiency of the pupils in reading, penmanship, arithmetic, and needle- 
work is very satisfactory, while the acquaintance with the less essential branches, such as 
Grammar anil geography, is comparatively limited, except in a lew cases. _ 

° 3. The younger pupils are taught in the same school-room with the senior pupils, and 

no special instruction (as practiced in “ Infant” schools) is at present given to them. _ 

4 ! This was my first visit to the school, and I was obliged to confine my inquiries 

(under this head) to an inspection of the school records, from which it appears that since 
the beo-innino- of 1802, about 44 per cent, of the pupils, who finally left the school, belo “=> 
in g to the fourth class, 20 ditto to the third class, and about 25 per cent, had reached the 

"T-Thfamount of instruction given in drawing is very limited but a fair proportion of 
the 'senior pupils can sing different pieces very creditably, and have a reasonably good 
knowledge of tile theory of music, some even can play on file harmonium or piano. 

c —A 6 large proportion of the pupils have acquired fair proficiency in plain needlework, 
and several of those who left the school have obtained good situations as nursery govern- 
esses, childrens’ maids, &c., owing to the industrious and steady habits they acquired at 

“'lyO^Qwin.- to the proximity of the Cutragh Camp, a few of the pupils (whose parents 
•u-e employed at the latter, or connected with training establishments foi hoises), aie in- 
clined to be unruly or idle, the greater portion of the scholars, however, are very docile 
and o-ood-tempered, orderly, and submissive in their observance of the rules of the school, 
and very respectful and affectionate in their bearing towards their teachers. 

8 The arrangements for religious instruction are satisfactory, and appear to be faith- 

fully observed. °(See answer to 10th query for an exception). 

q all^TheY are very anxious to fulfil their duties conscientiously and efficiently, but 
when called upon to examine the pupils in my presence, displayed great timidity ; and as 
this was my first visit, I can scarcely offer an opinion as to their usefulness ox otlieiwise, 
as teachers. 

q ( 'di-Jt appears from an inspection of the district records, that gratuities have been 
awarded on several occasions for the instruction of the monitors in this school. 

10 —The rules of the Board appear to be faithfully observed, except that on the fiist 
day of my visit several of the pupils made the sign of the cross at a time (one p. m.) not 
appointed for religious instruction; this did not occur again, after I had called the atten- 
tion of the teachers to the breach of rule. , - 

1 1_ The rooms are sufficient to accommodate more than twice the number in 

(average) attendance. 

1}’ i — Th.i'l juildi n -- in which the school is now held had originally been a granary, 

more' than 100 1. has been expended by the nuns in converting it to the present use, sub 

seque^mproremmte,^( p^ ^ of ap]?aratli8j (most of which had, however, been, 

granted by the Board), maps, and ordinary school requisites. 13 —Many 
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13. — Many of the pupils belong to the middle classes, the great majority, however, are 
the children of labourers, horse trainers, and tradesmen ; the nuns give the more desti- 
tute pupils clothing (occasionally food) ; no school fees are accepted, even from the 
most respectable pupils, and as all grants, in the shape of gratuities or salary, received 
from the Board are expended in some way or another, calculated to advance the interests 
of the school, or secure the attendance of even the most destitute, few of the latter fail to 
avail themselves of those opportunities. 

14. — There is no other Female National School within a radius of considerably more 
than three miles from the town of Kildare. 

15. a. — The branches most calculated to advance the interests of the pupils in after 
life are more successfully taught in this school ; but the proficiency of the pupils in other 
branches, such as geography and grammar, is inferior to the average standard of female 
(lay) schools throughout the district. 

i 5. B. — There are very few schools in the district where suitable instruction is given 
to “ infant” pupils at present ; the proficiency of the latter in this school is not inferior 
to what we find in similar lay schools of the district. 

15. C. — The result of the instruction given in vocal music is considerably above the 
average of lay girls’ schools in this district. 

15. D. — Much more satisfactory than in most lay schools of the district. 

15. e. — The pupils appear to be more cheerful, and, at the same time, more respectful 
to their teachers. In most schools of the district, the moral principles of the pupils 
appear to have been cultivated with care and fair success. 

i5. p. — T he religious instruction of the pupils, as far as my other duties have enabled 
me to inquire, appear to have been carefully attended to. Both in the ordinary girls’ 
schools and in this one more time has, however, been devoted to religious teaching by the 
ladies who conduct this school. 

15. G. — With the exception already referred to (in my answer to the 10th Query), the 
rules of the Board appear to be faithfully adhered to in both classes of schools. 

15. n. — The decrease of the population, owing to emigration and other causes, has 
reduced the attendance of pupils generally throughout the district, and therefore relatively 
increased the accommodation for the former : the addition of a second room is a con- 
venience which is found in this school, but in very few others throughout the district. 

15. i. — This school is better supplied with educational apparatus than most of the 
rdinary girls’ schools. 

15. k.— As the teachers of this school are obliged (by the rules of their order) to 
devote to the improvement of the school what lay teachers would be forced to expend 
upon their own wants, this school is, of course, far more attractive to the class in society 
for whose benefit National Schools are principally intended. 











1860. 


1 1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3 


2 


Incidental Visits 


7 


“ 


' 









17. — Very favourable. 

18. — During the course of this enquiry, some facts came under my notice which it may 
be desirable that I should here refer to, since they illustrate the working of this school as 
an institution that is eminently adapted for not only cultivating the minds of the younger 
members of the community, but also of training them to industrious self-reliant habits 
that are certain hereafter to render them valuable members of society. The day pre- 
ceding my visit, a former pupil of the school, who now holds a responsible position in the 
family of W. Dargan, Esq., presented the superioress with a copy of “ Haydock’s 
Bible” and other illustrated works, that must have cost the grateful donor at least 8 l. or 
9 l. One of the present pupils will, in the course of a few days, leave school to undertake 
the duties of nursery governess in a respectable family residing at Liverpool. Another 
of their pupils now holds the very responsible position of matron in the largest workhouse 
of her native county, and a considerable number of other persons (whose history I cannot 
enter into for want of space) are enabled to support themselves with satisfaction to their 
employers, and feelings of gratitude in their own minds for the invaluable services that 
their disinterested teachers have rendered them. 

(signed) Geo. R. O' GalUgan, District Inspector. 

30 May 1864. ' (Roman Catholic). 
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County Kildare, Roll No. 779. 
Maynooth Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 

Visited 1st day of June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. M. McKeever, Presentation Convent, 
Maynooth. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


S„u,.. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


266 


129 


29 


15 


32 


20 


21 


117 


Average Age ... 


5-2 


7-7 


9-6 


11-1 


,3-5 


» 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There is a sufficient number of teachers, but several of them are advanced in 
years. 

1. (5). — “ Acquirements,” respectable ; “ method,” earnest and intelligent ; “ organizing 
skill” (of the principal teachers), moderate, j 

2. — The proficiency of the pupils in needlework, writing, dictation, reading, and 
grammar, is very fair ; in the first branch, excellent. The questions in arithmetic are not 
worked with sufficient accuracy in many instances, and the amount of instruction in 
geography is limited. 

3. — No special instruction had been given, until recently, to the infant pupils. A female 
organizer has been employed for some weeks past in remodelling the school, and regular 
instruction in singing. “ Manual Exercises,” &e. is now given to the younger pupils, a 
commodious gallery having been provided for that purpose at the expense of the nuns. 

4. — Since the beginning of 1862, 58 per cent, of the pupils “ who finally left school” 
belonged to the 4th class ; 13 per cent, to the 3d ; 21 per cent, to the sequel, and only 
eight per cent, to the second class. 

5. — Systematic instruction is given to the senior pupils in vocal music, according to 
Hullah’s system, and to the junior children, according to that practised in Infant Schools. 
Several of the former sing with good taste. No instruction at present is given in drawing 
or instrumental music. 

6. — Very satisfactory; a considerable number of the former pupils earn a livelihood as 
dressmakers and seamstresses, in consequence of the instruction in needlework, &c., which 
they received at this school. Several of them have, for this reason also, obtained em- 
ployment in the family of the Duke of Leinster and other distinguished persons. 

7. — The pupils of this school are very respectful in their bearing towards their teachers, 
and very gentle and considerate in their intercourse with each other. I have had 
frequent opportunities of observing their habits (outside the school), and always found 
them more than usually circumspect in their amusements and very cheerful, but reserved 
in their general habits. For this reason, they are generally preferred to pupils from 
neighbouring schools, whenever vacancies for domestic servants in respectable families 
occur. 

8. — The time set apart for giving religious instruction 3s fully sufficient for that purpose, 
and I have every reason to believe that the arrangements are strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Reasonably good. 

9. (b ). — They are very anxious to fulfil their duties satisfactoi'ily, but are too timid 
before strangers. It is consequently difficult to form a correct estimate of the value of 
their services at other times. 

9. (c). — About an hour daily is devoted to their special instruction. It is given, how- 
ever, during the time appointed for the ordinary school business, and they are obliged to 
teach classes (or keep the accounts) during the remaining portion of that time. 

9. (d). — The answering, &c., of the monitors appears (from the records left by my pre- 
decessor) to have been tolerably satisfactory. No gratuities have been awarded for their 
instruction. 

10. — The rules of the Board appear to be strictly adhered to. 

11. (a). — The school-rooms are sufficiently large to accommodate more than double the 
average attendance of pupils. 

11. (5). — The school-rooms are very cheerful and w ell lighted. Sufficient ventilation 
is also provided, and the offices, &c., are well adapted for their intended use. 

11. (c)-. — No 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WITH THE BOAED OF NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 131 

11. (c). — No separate accounts have been kept, but the manager computed the expense 
of building the school-rooms, providing furniture, making further improvements, &c., at 
not less than 400 1. or 500 1. 

12. — There is a good supply of maps (very well preserved and mounted in “ roll-up ” 
cases). A grant of apparatus has recently been made by the Board; a harmonium 
applied for at the expense of the nuns ; supply of school requisites very good. 

13. — Clothing and food are given to the most destitute children, and many parents, who 
would otherwise be unable to send their children to school, are able to avail themselves 
of the opportunity thus afforded to them. 

14. — There is no National School conducted by a female (lay) teacher within a radius of 
four miles from this one. It can scarcely affect the attendance of such schools, but the 
female pupils who have received their education at the neighbouring “ mixed” schools 
frequently come to Maynooth to learn a higher class of needlework than they could at 
any conducted by male (principal) teachers. 

15. A. — The pupils of this school are more proficient in needlework and penmanship 
than in ordinary gix-ls’ schools. As regards reading, dictation, and grammar, the standard 
is nearly equal; but arithmetic and geography are more successfully taught in the 
ordinary schools than in this one. 

15. B. — When the arrangements now under trial will be completed, the infant pupils 
will receive a much better education than is usually given in the ordinary schools of the 
district. 

15. C. — No instruction is given, as stated already, in drawing. The instruction in vocal 
music is at present above the average, and will, 1 expect, be greatly improved before long. 

15. D . — This branch receives much more attention, and is more successfully taught in 
this school than in the great majority of the other girls’ schools. 

15. e. — The moral training given in the girls’ schools of this district is much above the 
average, and in this school it receives still further attention. 

15. P. — The same remarks as those made in answer to the previous query apply in this 
case also. 

15. G. — The rules of the Board are, I believe, faithfully observed in this school, and 
equally well in those conducted by lay female teachers. 

15. H. — The accommodation for the use of the pupils is considerably better than is 
found in most other schools at present, and will, I expect, be still further improved before 
the conclusion of the organization by Miss Eyan. 

15. i. — The maps are more numerous and far better preserved than usual. The 
apparatus is at present insufficient ; but a liberal grant has been made by the Board, 
which will place this school on an equality with the ordinary schools in this respect. 

15. ic. — The funds placed at the disposal of the nuns by the Board (in the shape of 
“ salary,” &c.) are wholly expended on the improvement of the school or the clothing, 
&c., of the destitute children. It is, therefore, reasonable to expect that this school 
would he more attractive than any conducted by a lay teacher. 









1 


1860. 1 


1861. 


j 1862. 1 


1863. 


16. — Inspections 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3 


3 


.3 


Incidental visits 
1 7 . — F avourable. 






- 1 


1 | 


1 


1 1 1 


“ 



18. — Admission to this school is wholly gratuitous, even in the case of pupils whose 
means would enable them to pay respectable school-fees ; and all funds supplied by the 
Board and the yearly subscription given by the Duke of Leinster are expended on the 
repairs or furnishing of the school-rooms, or on the alleviation of the wants of the more 
destitute children in the locality. 

While the payment of the neighbouring National teachers is more or less interfered with, 
in consequence of the non-payment of school-fees in one of the largest schools in the 
vicinity, a much larger proportion of the population than ordinary is brought within the 
influence of education, and the object for which the National system was principally 
established — the intellectual and industrial training of the poorer classes — more steadily 
.kept in view. I have also proposed some regulations — with regard to the admission of 
pupils who are able to pay “ school-fees ” and the distribution of clothing amongst the 
poorer children — which will, I expect, be adopted by the nuns, and be likely to prevent 
the school from interfering too much with the payment and influence of the surrounding 
lay teachers, male and female. 

(signed) George R. G’Galligan , District Inspector. 

-4 June 1864. (Bornan Catholic. ) 
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County Kildare, Roll No. 3246. 
Naas Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 31 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. James Hughes, p.p., Naas. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 



Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

I the Year 1863. 



Average Age 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


/ 

First Class. 


Second Class. 


S„„l. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


109 


53 


30 


18 


28 


238 


6-1 


9-5 


11-3 


11-9 


13-4 


8-8 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( u y Sufficient, as regards number of teachers, some of whom do not, however, enjoy 

good heal*. Jrements “respectable; “method of teaching ” intelligent and pains- 

taking organizing skill (of the principal teachers), judicious and practical, 

2. — The junior classes are remarkably well taught, and the proficiency of the senior 

pupils in all branches, except geography-, is very satisfactory. , ... ,, . 

1 3 There is a very well conducted and efficient infant department connected with this 

S °4°-From a careful examination of the school register, I find that about 9 per cent, of 
the 'pupils “ who have finally left school” had previously reached the 5th class; 22 per 
cent, the 4th; 31 per cent, the 3d; and 23 per cent, the sequel class. 

5. Four of the pupils receive instruction in drawing, (copying-landscapes and m water 

colours”); 20 of them receive instruction on the piano, and all the pupils are taught to 
sin o“ some with very fair skill. , , , . , 

g. This department is very carefully attended to by a lay sister, and several pupils 

have (subsequently) become dressmakers, &c. 

7. — Very good. 

8. — Very satisfactory in both respects. ™ 

o ( a ) —Those who act as such at present are fairly qualified lor the office. 

9 ; (/,)._ Two of the monitors are very efficient and intelligent teachers; the others are 
fairiy skilful in conducting the business of their respective classes. 

o /A The special instruction of the monitors is carefully attended to. 

9 ’ (,i) — I u some recent cases the results have been unfavourable, (unsuitable candidates 
having been appointed to the office); several gratuities have been awarded tor the- 

successful training of the other monitors. .. , , 

10 —The rules of the Board appear to be strictly and faithfully adhered to. _ 

H ( a \ There are two school rooms, which, together, contain space sufficient lor the 

accommodation of a hundred pupils more than the average attendance for the past year. 

11. (j)\ The school-rooms are very handsome rooms, provided with a sufficient number 

of “ Gothic ” windows (with handsome stone mullions and tracery), that can be partly 
opened for the purposes of ventilation ; and the offices and play-grounds are well adapted 

for their intended use. , • ... , , 

11 ( c \ Very considerable; no separate accounts have been kept (the school-rooms 

forming part of the convent house). At least 300 1 must have been expended on building 

the school-rooms, &c. . , , „ , ,. , • , 

12 --There is a very good supply of maps, picture tablets, diagrams, &c., most of which 
have' been granted as free stock by the Board ; an adequate supply of sale stock is provided 

is.— There is a large proportion of the inhabitants of the town who belong to the poorer 
classes • the most destitute of the latter are enabled, with the aid of the clothing and food 
distributed by the nuns, to keep their children at school ; without assistance of this kind, 
(which the pupils of “lay” teachers could not expect to receive) such children would be 
very unlikely to attend any school. . , n 

14. The more advanced girls frequently leave the neighbouring National Schools toi 

the purpose of receiving higher instruction in music, needlework, &c., in this school. No 

special influence is exerted for the attainment of this object. 

15. a.— The course of study adopted in this school is more extended than in any 
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other of the district, and the proficiency of the pupils, especially in reading, grammar, and 
penmanship, is higher than is attained elsewhere. 

15. B. — Much greater attention is devoted to the instruction of the infant pupils, who 
are taught to sing, practise the “ manual exercises,” &c. 

15. C. — The proficiency attained in music and drawing is much superior to any I have 
noticed elsewhere in the district. 

15, D. — More successfully taught. 

15. E. — Much greater care is taken to cultivate the moral feelings and habits of the 
pupils, the latter being exposed to greater danger than ordinary, owing to local circum- 
stances. 

15. F. — Very carefully attended to; more so than could be attempted in any girls’ 
school conducted by “ lay ” teachers. 

15. G.— The rules of the Board are equally well attended to and observed in this 
school as in those conducted by lay teachers. 

15. H. — The school-rooms are larger and better lighted than ordinary ; the furniture, 
also, is more suitable ; and a gallery, much required in most of the other schools, has been 
also provided. 

15. I. — The supply of apparatus and maps is much larger and more complete than in 
most schools conducted by lay female teachers. 

15. K. — The teachers visit the parents very frequently in their “days of trouble” and 
sickness, and necessarily possess an influence over them, which it would be hopeless for 
any lay teacher to expect. This, of course, renders the schools under their charge much 
more attractive to the children of the poor. 

1860. I 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 213 3 2 

Incidental visits - - - - - | 2 1 2 

17. — Very favourable. 

18. — Besides the cases referred to in my reply to the 10th query, I have also to report 
that this school has (within the last six years) supplied no less than five teachers of ordi- 
nary national schools, and two others, who hold similar situations in convent schools, for 
the instruction of the poorer classes (not including many others whose circumstances 
would have enabled them to receive a more expensive education, and who, after com- 
pleting their studies in this school, subsequently embraced a “ religious life”). During 
my former connection with the district, this school was admirably conducted, and the 
proficiency of the numerous fifth class, higher than in any school I have ever inspected. 
The deaths of several members of the community, and the declining health of others, have 
cast a gloom over the whole establishment, which has, to a certain extent, interfered with 
the success of their labours. Even with this serious drawback, it still continues to be one 
of the most efficient schools in connection with the Board, and the salaries received from 
the latter are very small, compared with the amount of public good which results from its 
operation. 

(signed) George R. O' Galligan, District Inspector. 

3 J une 1864. (Koman Catholic.) 



County Kilkenny, Roll No. 9,134. 
Goresbridge Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Brigidine Nuns. 



Visited 25 and 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. Turner, Goresbridge. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present ( 


>n Days of Special Inspection in 




on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


164 


74 


39 


30 


13 


12 


13 


107 


Average Age 




4-3 


7-5 


10-2 


11-6 


10 


8-7 


405. 






S 


Answers 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — Quite adequate. Four of the ladies of the community devote. themselves 
constantly to the business of the school, aided by four monitors and a workmistress. 

1. (b). — Acquirements satisfactory; method intelligent and skilful ; organization very 
judicious and fully in advance with the times. 

2. — As the school is scarcely a year in connection with the Board, the classes have not 
yet attained the state of efficiency expected in schools longer in operation ; progress, how- 
ever, from day to day, is continuous and apparent; as a training school for the preparation 
of young persons for the office of teacher, it has not had time to develop itself. 

3. — The management of the infant department is very successful, the difficulty^! 
securing judicious classification (always an obstacle to progress in newly-formed schools), 
not being felt here. 

4. — No child, since the establishment of the school, has left at an age over 12 years, 
or of a class higher than second. 

5. — Instruction in music is given with considerable effect, and to a large proportion of 
the pupils. There is no class for drawing. 

6. — Industrial instruction is both extended and practical ; an ample supply of material 
being furnished by the ladies of the community, in all cases where the pupils fail to come 
provided. 

7. — The moral training is of a high order of excellence, showing itself m the school- 
room in the cheerful renunciation of self-will, quiet, subdued manner, ready obedience 
and affectionate bearing towards each other ; and in their homes in a better knowledge and 
more perfect practice of the social duties. 

8. — The times appointed for the religious instruction of the pupils, are on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, from 11.30 till 12 o’clock, and from 2:35 
till three o’clock, and on Saturday from 10 till 12 o’clock ; from these arrangements there 
is no deviation whatever. 

9. (a). — Satisfactory. 

9, h ). — Painstaking and attentive, and punctual in attendance. 

9, ( c y — -They receive special instruction daily from one of the conductors of the school 
from 1.30 till three o’clock, and from four till five o’clock. 

9. (d). — These monitors have never yet attended an annual examination. 

10. — The observance of the Board’s rules is hearty, cordial, and complete. 

11. (a). — Perfectly adequate; sufficient to accommodate double the present average 
attendance. 

11. (by — The rooms are lofty, cheerful, well lighted, and ventilated. 

11. ( c y — This could not be accurately ascertained. Over 100 L, however, have been 
recently expended in the improvement of the rooms. 

12. — The supply of maps, charts, black boards, easels, diagrams, and sewing materials, 
is ample, and provided without consideration of cost. 

13. — Like other schools of its class, many children of the poorest grades are attracted 
to it because of the maternal character of the superintendance generally, and the belief in 
the higher religious and moral training imparted ; and this applies more' especially to the 
infant class and to uneducated girls of advanced years, who, at home here, feel uncomfort- 
able and out of place in an ordinary national school, where they give only a casual and 
reluctant attendance. 

14. — There are no ordinary National Female Schools nearer to this convent school 
than three miles, and, besides, it has been too short a time in existence to influence these 
schools to any appreciable extent. 

15. a. — Equal in all respects to the most successfully conducted ordinary Female 
National Schools; to the great majority, much superior. 

15. B. — In the case of the infant class, they excel all the ordinary Female National 
Schools in the district. 

15. c. — Instruction in music is equal to the best school. Drawing is not taught. 

15. D. — Much more effective than in any ordinary Female National School in the district. 

15. E. — Owing to the greater personal influence of the nuns, the moral training of the 
pupils is more perfect and lasting than that derived from the ordinary female schools of 
the district. 

15. E More minute and comprehensive than in ordinary national schools. 

15. G. — Equal to the best conducted ordinary national schools. 

15. H. — Superior to all. 

15. I. — Not inferior to those best circumstanced in this respect. 

15. K. — In power of attracting the children of the poor, this school excels all the ordi- 
nary female national schools of the district. 

1863. 

2 







1860. | 


1861. 


1862. 


- 




— 


— 


— 



16. Inspections 

Incidental visits 



17. — Principally instructive in their character ; in no case condemnatory or unappre- 
ciative. 

18. — The establishment of this school is of so recent date that the actual results produced 
cannot be very marked. The conductors, however, exhibit so much zeal and energy, have 
brought such intelligence and earnestness to the discovery of the best modes of imparting 

instruction 
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instruction and systems of school government, and appear to have entered upon the work 
of the education of the poor with a motive so exalted, so much above the hope of pecu- 
niary reward or of mere worldly advantage, that I cannot but predict for their labours the 
speediest and most certain success, and that then- school will shortly exhibit not only all 
the excellences and the varied resources of the national system, but become the nursery 
for the training of a long line of intelligent teachers. 

(signed) Lewis Harkin, District Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Kilkenny, Roll No. 806. 
Kilkenny - Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Nuns. 
Visited 30 and 31 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. M. A. Murray, Kilkenny. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


| Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
i Atteudance 
for 

the Year 1863, 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


[ First Class, 


Second Class. 


Sequels, 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


690 

Average Age 


318 


154 


69 


66 


27 


30 


346 


5-7 

i 


9-3 


9-5 


13- 


15-3 


8-5 



Answers to Queries. 

_ 1. (a).— The teaching power is quite sufficient. Fourteen ladies of the community 
give their services to the school daily, and have brought to their aid 11 senior paid 
monitors^ and a competent workmistress. 

1. (b). — Acquirements satisfactory. Up till the beginning of 1863, the advantages 
afforded by the new organization developed in 1856, had not been brought prominently 
under the notice of the conductors of this school. Since then, however, they have 
zealously availed themselves of all means of information which might aid them in arriving 
at a knowledge of the best modes of school government ; and, in the face of the traditions 
and the almost fixed habits of 30 years, approach rapidly towards a sound and perfect 
system of organization. 

2. — Much above the average of ordinary Female National Schools. 

3. — Very successful. 

4. — Over 53 per cent, of all the pupils who have finally given up attendance at this 
school, attained the third and higher classes. 

5. — Instruction in music is very satisfactory. A drawing class has been recently 
formed, with promise of good results. 

6. — The greatest possible care has been always bestowed upon this branch; and large 
numbers have from time to time been apprenticed as seamstresses from the advanced 
classes. 

7. — The results of the moral training are seen in a correct demeanour, orderly habits, 
attention to personal cleanliness, and a quietness of manner ; while those girls who remain 
sufficiently long to enter the higher classes, or become monitors acquire in addition an 
exact pronunciation, and a nicety and accuracy of expression, which distinguishes them in 
after years. 

8. — On Wednesdays from 11 till 1 o’clock, and on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays, from 11 till 12.5 o’clock. From these arrangements there is no deviation. 

9. _ (a.) — Of the average merit. This school has received but little aid from paid 
monitors, having only had from its establishment in 1832, up to August 1863, the services 
of 10 of this class of teachers. 

9. (b). — Intelligent and skilful. 

9. (c). — They receive special instructions from the ladies of the community, from 1 till 
2.45 o’clock each day. 

9. ( d ). — Of the average merit. The staff of monitors is now sufficient (numbering 11) ; 
and from the careful and strict supervision exercised towards them, the most satisfactory 
results may be anticipated at the next annual examination. 

10. — Satisfactory in all respects. 

11. (a). — Quite adequate. 

11. (5). — Healthy, cheerful, well lighted, and ventilated. 

1 1. (c). — At the present date this cannot be ascertained. The expense of erecting so 
extensive and suitable a building must have been very considerable. 

405. S 2 12. — Quite 
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12 Quite adequate. The cost cannot be accurately estimated. 

13. — Many children of the destitute classes not likely to attend any other school are 
attracted here because of their faith in the mission of the nuns to teach, their acknowledged 
superior influence in controlling the waywardness of youth, and the disinterested character 
of their devotedness to the service of the poor. 

14. — No influence prejudicial or otherwise, as far as I am in a position to know. 

15. A . — Equal to the best school in the district; inferior to none. 

15, B . Much superior to the ordinary national schools of the district. 

15. C. — Equally satisfactory. , , . 

15. x). Superior to most of the ordinary national schools of the district. 

15. E . — More influential and lasting. 



15. F. — More effective. 

15, G . — As strict an observance of the Board’s rules as in 



any other national school. of 



the district. . . 

15. H. — Superior to all the ordinary national schools of the district. 
15. i. — Equal to the best supplied schools. 



16. — Inspections - 
Incidental visits 









1860. 


1861. 


1862. 








3 


3 


3 


- 


- 


- 


i 


- 


1 



1863. 

2 

1 



l/.—batisiactory generally. . 

18. — This school has been the able and consistent ally of the Board during a period of 
over 30 years, having, in addition to its direct mission, the instruction of the children of 
its own immediate neighbourhood ; sent out a host of intelligent teachers to less favoured 
reo-ions. These teachers are to be found to-day, labouring for the education of the poor, 
in°thc convents of California, St. Louis, Brooklyn, and many other parts of America; m 
Naples, various parts of France, London, Durham, Dublin, Cork, Parsonstown, Castle- 
island, Dino-le, Mullingar, Tallow, and Killarney. The principal teachers of this district, 
holding every grade from that of probationer up to the highest division of first-class, went 
direct from their classes in this school to enter on the duties of a national teacher. The 
teachers too, of many schools in the conterminous districts, as well as throughout the 
entire of the south of Ireland, were trained here. Of the present class of pupils six were 
allocated this week for an important educational mission in France; while one of its pupils, 
after conducting for a time the Kilkenny Poor Law Union School, was selected to occupy 
a hio-hly influential position in the public educational establishments of Australia. The 
three female teachers of this district recommended for good service salary for 1863, owe 
their training to this school. In addition to the class of schoolmistresses referred to above, 
the history °of over 50 governesses can be traced in the school records, who brought 
into remote parts of the country, and into families whose position excluded them from 
attendance at ordinary national schools, the advantages of the national system. 

Much of its value as a mere primary school is undoubtedly due to its conventual 
character, while to that influence alone must be attributed its success in the training of 
teachers. Viewing it in all its aspects, it is only by contemplating the void which its 
possible extinction would create, that I am able fully to estimate its worth, as by no other 
instrumentality, by no combination of purely lay elements of which I am able to conceive, 
could its place be supplied, or the same extended and lasting benefits be conferred upon 
the children of the poor. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed) J^ewis Harhin, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic). 



County Kilkenny, Roll No. 5,437. 
Mooncoin Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation. 

Visited 23, 25 and 27 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Vincent Hennessy, Mooncoin, 
W aterford. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for the 
Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. | 


Fourth and 
H igher Classes. 


Tox«. 


- 


140 


46 


41 


29 


19 


4 


139 


Average Age - 


6 


9-4 


11-8 


13 


16 


9-5 



Answers 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — The teaching power is sufficient, being in the proportion of one nun to every 
25 pupils in average daily attendance. 

1. (5.) — Their acquirements are at least equal to the duties they have to discharge as 
teachers. Method of teaching, judicious. Organizing skill, fair. 

2. — Good results are produced in reading, penmanship, and writing from dictation ; pro- 
ficiency in grammar, geography, and arithmetic, medium. 

3. — Good. Average age of the first-class is lower in this school than in most female 
schools in the district. 

4. — The proportion of pupils in the third and fourth classes, who finally left school 
during the year 1863, amounted to ten per cent, of the average daily attendance. 

5. — Yery slight. 

6. — Satisfactory. The pupils are taught to make and to mend their own clothes. 
Many have been enabled to earn their livelihood by dressmaking. 

7. — Satisfactory. 

8. — Eleven to 12, and 2f to 3, on first five days of the week. I have always found 
these arrangements observed. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. (b ). — Pretty good. 

9. (c). — They receive special instruction every day for three-quarters of an hour from 
one of the nuns. 

9. (cl). — Their answering has not been so good as to entitle their teachers to a gratuity. 

10. — Good. 

11. (a). — Sufficient. 

11. ( b ). — Good. 

11. (c).— £. 200. 

12. — The supply of maps and school requisites is good. The stock of maps and tablets 
was granted as free stock, the nuns incurring no expense. 

13. — If an ordinary national school existed in place of this convent school, it may be 
safely asserted that the attendance would not amount to more than one-half what it is at 
present. From a consideration of the occupation of the parents who send their children 
to this school, I have come to the conclusion that fully one-half belong to the more 
destitute classes. 

14. — This school does not materially affect the existence of the lay female schools around 
it. Thus, within a distance of three statute miles, there is a female school at Carrigeen, 
having an average attendance of 55 pupils. 

15. A. — In general, the proficiency of the pupils attending this school in reading, pen- 
manship, and writing from dictation, is superior to that attained in the ordinary girls’ 
schools of the district ; it is equal in arithmetic, and somewhat inferior in grammar 
and geography. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. C. — There is only one ordinary lay female school in this district in which music 
forms a part of the course of instruction, and the results obtained there are superior to 
those obtained by the nuns. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G . — Equal. 

15. H. — Equal. 

15. i. — Scarcely equal. 

15. K. — Superior. 





1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - 


3 


3 


1 


Incidental visits* - 


' 


.. 1 





17. — Favourable. 

18. - — In estimating 'the educational value of this school, it is necessary to consider the 
peculiar circumstances of the neighbourhood. The land on which the village of Mooncoin 
is built was originally a common, but taken possession of gradually by itinerant tradesmen, 
evicted farmers, and a class consisting of the bulk of the inhabitants, who subsist by 
fishing during the salmon season, receive some employment from the farmers of the neigh- 
bourhood during harvest, and are in a state of poverty during the remainder of the 'year. 
It can readily be conceived that where there is such a struggle for subsistence there can 
be but little taste for education, and that good manners, cleanliness in dress or person, 
would be exceptional among the children. 

Among such a population there are many drawbacks to the success of a school ; and, in 
fact, it is only by their gentleness and kindness that the nuns are able to induce the 

parents 

* I cannot state the number of incidental visits, as the Report Book for 1860, 1861, and 1862, has been 
mislaid. 

405. S 3 
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parents to send their children to school. Their connexion with the National Board 
enables the ladies of the convent to place books in the hands of the children at a trifling 
outlay, while the more diligent and intelligent, and, at the same time, the more needy are 
rewarded with monitorships. These appointments are much prized and eagerly sought 
after by the girls, as they are then placed in the way of earning a respectable' livelihood. 
I consider that this school fulfils the great object intended by the Commissioners of 
National Education, in bringing education within the reach of that class of persons who 
most require it. 

I have only to add, that I always found the nuns anxious and willing to carry out any 
suggestions I have made for the improvement of the school. 

(signed) Fras. Eardley, Sub-Inspector. 

28 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



King’s County, Roll No. 9,227. 

Banagher Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community La Congregation de la Saint Union. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. James Smyth, Banagher. 



Total 


Number 


Number of Pupils present, > 


on Days of Special Inspection in 




Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. | 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


176 


110 


29 


24 


31 


7 


4 


95 


Average Age 


- - - 


6-2 


9-2 


11-9 


12-7 


13-2 


9-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — Two nuns are constantly engaged in the school, one in each school-room. 
There are two paid monitresses, both senior. The fourth class also act as monitresses. 

1 . (5). — Both appear highly accomplished ladies. The superioress, who acts as prin- 

cipal teacher, was educated in England, and attended the Training College in Liverpool 
Convent for two months before coming to Banagher. Her assistant, who has charge of the 
junior school, was teacher of an infant school, in connexion with the same religious order 
in Bath, under the Committee of Council, for over four years. Both ladies spent several 
years in France. _ . . . 

2. — The school has not yet been more than nine months in operation, so that it would 
be premature to speak of its general efficiency at present. The senior classes are fairly 
prepared ; the junior classes backward. I consider that the school is making fair progress, 

3. — There is no infant school properly so called. The junior classes (first and second) 
are taught in a room separate from the more advanced pupils. The want of a special 
infant department is a defect in a school attended by so many young children. 

4. — The school has been so short a time in operation that no pupils have yet finally 
left it, at least none can be said to have been educated in it. 

5. — There are no extra branches taught. 

6. — Plain sewing is the only branch taught; 35 of those present are learning. There 
is a scarcity of materials for needlework. 

7. — Satisfactory. The children ate orderly and well-behaved ; and, I believe, well 

conchicted. The nuns speak very favourably of their tractability and general propriety 
of demeanour, as contrasted with children of the same class in England and France, espe- 
cially in the latter country. . . 

8. — Religious instruction, including prayer and other religious exercises, is appointed to 
take place three times a-day, viz., from 9.30 a.m. to 9.35 a.m. ; from 11 to 11.40 a.m. ; 
and from 2.45 to 3 p.m. There is also religious instruction on Saturday from 9.30 to 
11.40 a.m. I believe these arrangements are observed. 

9. ( a ). — Both monitresses are fairly qualified, according to the official standard. 

9, (£). — One gives entire satisfaction ; the other, and the better informed of the two, 
wants energy, but is attentive to her business. 
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9. (c).— They receive special instruction every day, after school, for half-an-hour ; and 
on Saturdays for two hours. They also get written questions to answer at home. The 
fourth class is taught with them. They are occupied in teaching during the whole of the 
school hours. They make no special preparation for the lessons they are to teach. 

9. (d).— These monitresses have not been examined at the annual examinations. 

10. — I believe that the Board’s rules are faithfully observed. 

11. — There are two rooms, one over the other, 25 feet by 20J feet, each capable of accom- 
modating, at six square feet per child, 85 pupils, or a total of 170 pupils. 

11. (b ). — The rooms are very well lighted and ventilated, and the offices suitable. There 
is but a small space for play-ground. 

11. (c). — About 100 7. were expended in adapting the school-house, which had to be 
entirely remodelled, and in erecting the offices. The furniture was almost entirely brought 
from Banagher F emale School ; now closed. 

12. — The free stock granted by the Board, viz., maps and books, 3 l. 8 s. 2 d., and appa- 
ratus, 21. 11s. 10 d. There are also some maps and pictures, and the clock brought from 
Banagher Female School ; now closed. 

13. — Of 95 pupils present, eight, all in first class, and all under six years of age, had never 
been to school till they came here. Of the remainder, 13, viz., six in first class, three in 
second, three in sequel, and one in third, had never been in a national school before. 
These are chiefly grown girls from a country district, about three miles from Banagher, 
where there is no national school. The rest had been pupils for longer or shorter periods 
at other national schools. 

14- — The opening of this school has led to the closing of two national schools in the 
town of Banagher, viz., Banagher, female, and Crank, mixed. The girls attending these 
schools were directed by the Roman Catholic clergyman of the town to attend the convent 
school. The teachers and pupils in Banagher Male School were then removed to the Crank 
School-house. This latter school is now called Banagher Male. 

15. a. — For the reasons already stated, viz., the short time the school has been in 
operation, I cannot offer a decided opinion on this subject, especially as all the most 
advanced pupils had received the greater part of their education in ordinary schools before 
coming here. 

15. B. There is scarcely any difference in the management of the infant pupils, owing 
to there being no special infant department. 

16. C. — No extra branches taught in this school. 

15. D. — This school is about on a par with the ordinary girls’ school in this respect. 

lo ; E. I consider this school superior to the ordinary run of girls’ schools in moral 
training, so far as it relates to habits of neatness, order, and good manners. The o-eneral 
tone of the school is superior to that of the ordinary schools. 

15. F.— I have no doubt that religious instruction receives more attention in this than 
m the ordinary schools. 

15. G. — The Board’s rules are equally well observed in both classes of schools. 

15. H. — No difference. This school-house is in an old store, which has been very well 
adapted to school purposes, by lowering the floor of the upper room, erecting a stair-case, 
and opening several new windows. 

15. x.— The supply in this school is about the average of ordinary schools. There are 
some of the ordinary female schools of the district better supplied in this respect. 

15. xx. — I think this school superior in this respect to the ordinary schools. Greater 
efforts are made by the managers to secure a good attendance. 



16.— Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1860. | _ 1861. | 1862. 
School not in operation till Sep- 
tember 1863. 



I - 



1863. 

1 



17. — None left. 

18. (I.) Before the opening of the school there were two schools in Banagher attended 
by girls, viz., Banagher (female), and Crank (mixed). These commanded a joint yearly 
average of about 110 on rolls, and 60 in daily attendance. During the six months, ending 
31st March 1864, that this school has been in operation, the average on the rolls was 148, 
and the average daily attendance 100. _ The opening of this school, therefore, lias increased 
/i rf • n er nat i° na l school pupils in Banagher by an average of 38 on the rolls, and 
40 m daily attendance. There is as yet no improvement in the quality of the education 
imparted. 

18. (II., III., and IY.) The school having been in operation barely nine months, there 
has not been time for the development of any of the results contemplated in the circular 
ot 1st June 1864, explanatory of this query. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed; M. FitzGerald , a.b., t.c.d., 

Second-class District Inspector. 
(Established Church.) 



405. 
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King’s County, Roll No. 3,220. 
Birr Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 1 and 8 June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. M. A. Beckett, Parsonstown. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in | 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class, j 


Second Class] 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total: 


482 

Average Age 


182 


105 


63 


36 


16 


14 


234 


6-7 


9-7 


11-6 


13-8 


14-1 


9T 



Answers to Queries. 

1, ( a ). — There are 12 nuns engaged in teaching, of whom there are never less than 
seven employed at one tune. There are three paid monitors, two senior and one junior. 
The fourth class also assist in teaching. 

1. (&). — I have no means of judging of their acquirements ; as teachers they are careful 
and painstaking, the organization of the school is satisfactory. There are three separate 
departments or schools, viz., senior, junior, and infant. 

2. — Excluding the infant school, the junior classes, first, second, and a portion of sequel, 
are not up to the required standard. The senior classes, including about one-third of sequel 
(the highest draft), are very fairly taught, except in arithmetic. 

3. — The infants, of whom 109 were present on the days of inspection, are well attended 
to. They form a separate department of the school. The majority, of course, were in first- 
class, but there were 20 in second class, of which the senior draft was well up to programme. 
The first class was in three drafts, viz., 39 at letters, 33 in second section of the Lesson 
Book, and 17 in senior draft ; these latter were fairly up to programme. 

4. Since the 1st April 1861, 145 pupils, aged 14 years and upwards, have been finally 

struck off the rolls ; of these 50, or 34 '5 per cent., had reached the third or higher 
classes. . 

5. Vocal music is successfully taught on Hullah’s system to a class averaging about 50 

o-irls. The other pupils learn by ear. The elements of linear drawing are fairly taught 
to a class of nine girls, including the paid monitresses. 

0. The usual branches of plain work and fancy work are well taught. This branch of 

female education has always been a prominent feature of this school. 

7. Satisfactory. The children are well mannered and well conducted, so far as I can 

observe. The nuns speak very favourably of their docility and general good conduct. 

8 . Religious instruction, including religious exercises, is appointed to take place three 

times each day, viz., from 9.55 to 10; from 11.15 to 12.5; and from 2.45 to 3; the time for 
religious instruction, at mid-day, varies slightly in different departments of the school. 
These arrangements are observed. 

9. ( ft ). — They are very fairly qualified according to the official standard. 

9. ( j). —They are all efficient as junior instructors. They are engaged in teaching during 
all the time for general instruction. 

9. ( c ). — They receive special instruction for 30 minutes before school in the morning, 
and for 45 minutes at mid-day, while religious instruction is going on in the school. They 
also o-et two hours’ instruction on Saturday ; they do written exercises at home. 

9 . °(d). — Two of them were examined 'last year; both of them acquitted themselves 
satisfactorily and obtained gratuities. 

10. The Board’s rules are observed ; perhaps I should mention that there is a door 

leadino- from the school-room into the chapel of the convent. This door is always shut, at 
least, during school hours, and a table and a clock placed against it. 

H. („). — There are three rooms, one for each department of the school. The senior 
school-room can accommodate 209 pupils, at six square feet to each ; and the infant and 
junior school-rooms, 110 pupils each ; in all, 429 pupils. 

11. (5). — Satisfactory. The large school-room is a very fine room; if anything, too lofty. 
The infant school-room is barely sufficient for the present attendance. 

11. (c).— In 
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11. (c). — In the absence of the superioress, who is at present in Nenagh, I could not 
get precise information on this point. But I have spoken with the contractor who erected 
the convent buildings, and, from what he told me and from my own observation, I estimate 
the cost of that portion devoted to school purposes at from 1,300/. to 1,500 /. 

12. — The school is well provided with apparatus of the usual kind, but I am unable to 
state the cost incurred in providing it. 

13. — I believe this school is fairly successful in attracting pupils, but the attendance is 
scarcely in due proportion to the population of the town and neighbourhood from which 
the pupils are drawn ; and I am of opinion that the deficiency is in the vei-y poorest class. 

I am led to this conclusion, partly by my own observation, and partly from conversations 
I have had with the nuns on the subject. 

14. — The attendance of girls at the ordinary national schools in the town and neighbour- 
hood is undoubtedly lessened by the existence of this school. It has also been employed 
as a means of opposition to the model school in the town, no effort being spared by the 
Roman Catholic clergy to compel Roman Catholics to attend it in preference to the model 
school. 

15. A. — I find the results in this school below those attained in the ordinary national 
schools of the district in reading (especially those able to read Second Book), grammar, 
geography, arithmetic, and writing ; and superior to the ordinary schools, in writing from 
dictation, and also in composition. 

15. B. — There being an infant department in this school, the infants are more suitably 
cared for and more efficiently taught than in the ordinary schools. 

15. c. — The instruction in vocal music is better in this school than in the ordinary 
schools, in very few of which it is attempted. Drawing is fairly taught to a small class in 
this school ; it is not taught in any ordinary female school in the district. 

15. D. — Industrial instruction is better attended to in this school than in the ordinary 
schools of the district. 

15. E. — The moral training in this school is superior to that in the ordinary schools in 
securing habits of neatness, order, good manners, and general propriety of demeanour ; at - 
the same time, the ordinary schools are generally satisfactory in these respects. 

15. F. — I have no doubt that religious instruction receives a larger share of attention in 
this school than in the ordinary schools. 

15. G. — Equally well observed in both classes of schools. 

15. H. — The accommodation in this school is of a superior kind, better than nearly all 
the ordinary schools. 

15. I. — Superior to the average of ordinary schools. 

15. K. — I do not think there is much difference in this case; except perhaps the infants. 
I am of opinion that the pupils at this school would attend an ordinary school or schools 
if this did not exist. 

j 1860 

16. — Inspections - - - - 1 

Incidental Visits - - - 2 

17. — Moderately favourable on three or four occasions, less so on others. Fault 
frequently found with arithmetic and geography ; and also with the state of the junior 
classes generally. 

18. I. — This school has been so long established that I am unable to say how far it has 
tended to increase the amount of education in the district. I do not think it has tended in 
any way to improve its quality. 

18. n. — I do not know of any point in school keeping which the management of this 
school has brought under the notice of teachers or others. Teachers are not in the habit 
of visiting the school. 

18. in. — I know of but one person educated in this school who is now engaged in 
teaching. She is the assistant in a mixed school in the district. 

18. iv. — Except in so far as it may have increased the number of pupils, by its own 
increased attendance, as to which I cannot speak, this school has not operated in any way 
to extend national education in any sense of the term. It has, so far as I am aware, 
produced but one teacher of a national school. She is the assistant, already referred to 
under head in. of the answer to this query. She is a clever young woman, classed 3, 
but not in any way distinguished from teachers educated in the ordinary schools. 

I have divided mv answer to this query according to the heads given in the circular of 
1st June 1864. 

(signed) M. Fitz Gerald, A. B., T. c. D., 

9 June 1864. Second Class District Inspector. 

(Established Church). 



405. T 



1861. 


1862. 


2 


3 


4 


4 
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King’s County. — Roll No. 8982. 
Clara Convent National School. 



Name of Order., Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 23 and 24 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. James Corcoran, Clara. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for i 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

tlie Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. | 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total; 


254 

Average Age 


.88 


44 


37 


20 1 


6 


. .. - f 


107 


6 


8:8 


11-1 


11' 8 




9 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Adequate. 

1. (b ). — Three professed nuns in constant attendance. Good. 

2. — V ery fair. School is only in its infancy. 

3. — Excellent. 

4. — Erom 6.62 to 5.54: 334 individual pupils were on the rolls; 23 pupils attained to 
third class ; seven pupils of third class, 14 years of age, finally left school. Of these, four 
went to benefit school in this convent and three went home. 

5. — Forty-seven sing by note and 40 by ear. ITullah, and very fairly tauglit. No 
drawing. 

6. — Twenty-six can sew well, and 20 can cut out and make shirts, dresses, &c. &c. 

7. — Pupils orderly, clean, and very well behaved in tlie streets. 

8. — Daily, 9.50 to 10, prayer; 11.30 to 12.5, prayer and religious exercises; 3 to 3.10, 
prayer. Strictly adhered to. 

9. (a). — Very fail’. 

9. (b ). — Very fair. Useful. 

9. (c). — Special instruction daily, 9.30 to 10, and two to three o’clock ; Saturday, 10.30 
to one o’clock ; also in class daily, and home lessons. 

9. (d). — Satisfactory. 

10. — Good. 

11. (a). — Schoolroom small, but cannot be enlai'ged at present. Accommodation for 102 
pupils, as regards floor space. 

11. ( b ). — Medium. It was originally the priest’s stable. 

11. (c).— £. 150. 

12 . — £. 20 . 

13. — Prior "to arrival of nuns the attendance of females in national school ranged from 
30 to 60 daily. There is now in attendance about 100 pupils here. Of the 250 pupils on 
the rolls 50 come one and a-half mile to school daily. 

14. — This school superseded the Lay national school of Clara in 1862. The pupils 
who reside over one and a-half mile from Clara go to the surrounding national schools, and 
the Protestants of Clara go the national school, Clara No. 2. The Roman Catholic 
bishop closed the female lay national school in 1862. 

15. A. — Below the lay schools in every particular of literary instruction. 

15. B. — Superior to lay schools. Infants well attended to and intelligent. It is from 
this school that progress is to be expected. The girls in higher classes were greatly 
neglected prior to the arrival of the nuns. 

15. C. — Music very fairly taught. No drawing as yet. None taught in lay school. 

15. I). — Superior to lay schools. 

15. E. — Undoubtedly the nuns exercise a greater moral control over the pupils, and a 
more lasting one ; and, as a general rule, I think these pupils are more orderly than the 
generality of country girls. 

15. f. — Nuns being teachers of religion, I presume their course of instruction is 
superior. 

15. G. — Equal. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. K. — The increased school attendance not taken from any school; but the one 

superseded 
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superseded proves that nuns are educating, those who, under other circumstances, would 
probably have remained, away from school. 



16. — Inspections _ - 






1860. 


1861. 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 


" ' 


' ' 




" 





1863. 

2 



17. i. — Low in 1862, “ school having only just come under the nuns’ care.” 

17. II. — Excellent in 1863 “ as to progress.” 

18. — This school has decidedly improved the education previously given in the town and 
neighbourhood. The establishment of the infant school makes preparation for trained 
children for the senior classes. The establishment of this school so late as 1862 shows 
that, wherever it may be practicable, nuns’ schools will still be established and increased, 
and proves to the Roman Catholic people of the district that the opposition given to the 
national school system cannot be based on sound principles where the clergy continue to 
place nuns’ schools in connection with the system so much found fault with. 

(signed) C. Graham, 

First Class District Inspector. 

9 June 1864. (Established Church). 



King’s County, Roll No. 823. 

Killina Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Order. 

Visited 11 May and 9 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. Corcoran, Rahan, Tullamore. 



Number 
of Pupils i 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection ir 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863, 


Average 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


1 First Class. 

1 ' 


Second Class. 


Sequel. 


Third Class. 


1 Fourth and 
j Higher Classes. 


Total. 


'154 


62 


28 


25 


16 


10 




79 


Average Age 




6-6 


9 


10 8 


13-5 


- - - 


9 



Answers to Queries. 



1. («). — Adequate. Nine nuns teach daily in school. 

1. ( b ). — 1. Very fair; 2. Good, simple and plain; 3. Good. 

2. — Good. Pupils fully understand what they read. 

3. — Good. 

4. — 370 pupils on rolls since 1st January 1860. Ninety-two enrolled in 3d and 4th 
classes since 1st January 1860, 59 of these left, 14 years of age, viz., teachers (lay), 0; 
teachers, religeuse, to France, 8 ; monitors, 2 ; servants, 11; trades, 6 ; at home, 32. 

5. — Music fairly taught ; 20 pupils can sing by note. No drawing. 

6. — Good ; all over 14 can cut out and make. 

7. — Quiet, obedient, respectful to superiors, and very neat and tidy in dress. 

8. — Daily, 9.50 to 9.55, prayers; 11.45 to 12.15, catechism and religious exercises ; 3 to 
3.5, prayer. Strictly observed. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9. (b\ — Good. 

9. (e).: — One and half-hours daily ; special and extra instruction ; home lessons and 
exercises fully marked. 

9. ( d ). — Satisfactory. 

10. — Excellent. 

11. (a). — Two school-rooms; 120 pupils. 

11. (b ). — Fair ; ceiling rather low. 

1 1 . (c). — At least 200 /. 

12. — £.20. 

13. — None, I think; the advanced pupils ; come here from the surrounding national 
schools. 

405. T 2 14. It 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



144 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 



14. — It has decidedly benefited the children, though it may have injured the teachers, by 

withdrawing, but by their own wish, the more advanced pupils from the lay schools. The 
three schools around educate, up to a certain point, the junior pupils for transfer to this 
school. . . . 

15. A , — Decidedly superior, and especially. in intelligent reading; also m .arithmetic, 
penmanship, and writing from dictation, which is excellent ; 68 per-cent, of those examined 
write fairly or well from dictation. 

15. B. — Good; superior. 

15. C. — Music, superior. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. G. — Superior to many ; equal to any. 

15. n. — Superior. 

15. I. — Superior. .... 

15. K.— No opportunity of testing this in this locality, which is a country one. 



16. — Inspections 








1860. 

3 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 















18!— This school is useful, and fully fulfils its object, viz., of finishing the pupils trans- 
ferred from the surrounding national schools. The ladies of the convent m every possible 
way cordially co-operate with the inspectors. ...... 

The Commissioners have, by letter, congratulated upon the efficient state of their school. 
Having this school in its present state acts as a stimulus to the surrounding _ teachers. 
This is essentially a country school ; I inspected it first in. 1838, and since then it. lias, no 
doubt, conferred priceless good upon the farmers and cottiers’ daughters of the neighbour- 
hood. . , 

Of those who attend, 20 are under one mile, 40 are under two miles, 30 are under three 
miles, 33 are under four miles, and 10 are over four miles. 



(signed) C. Graham, 

9 June 1864. First Class District Inspector. 

(Established Church). 



King’s County, Roll No. 7471. 

PORTARLINGTON CONVENT NATIONAL SCHOOL. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 8 June 1864.— Manager, Very Rev. T. O’Connell, v.G., Portarlington. 



Total 

Number of | 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. : 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average ! 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class.j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


277 

Average Age 


108 


71 


32 


24 


16 


8 


151 


7-2 


9-3 


11 


12 


14-5 


9-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1, ( a ). — Fully adequate. Seven hours in constant attendance. Four senior and two 
junior monitors ; and a work mistress, paid special by Commissioners. 

1. — Good. 

2. — Good. 

3. — Excellent. Infant schools, fitted up in 1863, at my suggestion and under my 
direction ; 40 L expense ; and organised by me. 

4. — On 
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4. — On rolls 1st January 1860 - 253) 

Since admitted - - - - - - 300 J 

Admitted in four years to third class - - ^®jll8 

Ditto - ditto - fourth class - - 39/ 

Left from third and fourth classes ; 14 years of age : — 

Teachers - 1 Emigrated - 

Monitresses - - - 4 Servants 

Nursery Governesses - 3 At home 

Trades - 3 

Total 

5. — Music and Drawing, both well and carefully taught, and with success. 

6. — Most satisfactory. All who leave school, 14 years’ old, are competent to make their 
own clothes and more. 

7. — Pupils neat, obedient, and respectful to superiors. 

8. — Five days, 12 to 12.15 o’clock, prayer, & c. ; five days, 2.15 to 3 o’clock, catechism. 
Strictly adhered to. 

9. (a). — Very fair. 

9, (£). — Useful, and tolerably efficient. However, much is not left to them. 

9. ( c ). — Two hours special and extra instruction daily. Home lessons carefully 
corrected by nuns. 

9. (d). — Very fair. 

10. — Excellent. 

11. (a). — Accommodation ample for 400. 

11. ( b ). — Excellent, spacious, and airy. 

11. (c). — £. 650, convent funds. 

12. — About 3 l. for four years past. 

13. When the National Female School was in existence there was an average of about 

50 pupils poorly taught. About 50 pupils get food daily. £. 25 was spent in this way 
in 1863. There are 1,600 Roman Catholics in the borough of Portarlington. Of 278 
pupils now on rolls, 30 live over one mile ; 36 live over two miles ; three live over three 
miles ; and 209 reside in the town. 

14. _ This school superseded the national lay school in 1855. There never were any 
female national schools within three miles. All the children who ought to attend school 
in town and around it do not attend ; two schools might be usefully got up, and yet not 
interfere with nuns’ school ; but they are not the persons to do so. The parish priest, who 
is no great friend to the national system, superseded the F emale National School with 
nuns, and the Male National School in 1863 with monks. 

15. A. — On the per-centage, even counting the infants, this school is equal to and 
superior in some respects to the lay schools. It is a well-conducted school. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — Superior. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15'. G . — Equal to any ; superior to some. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. e. — I f kindness and attention, coupled with unostentatious charity, will attract, then 
we have it here. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental Visits 

17—1860: Very good; Mr. Gillie. 1862: Good; Mr. Porter. 

1861: Good; Messrs. Gillie and Porter. 1863: Good; Mr. Graham. 

18.— The ladies of this convent never fail to express their appreciation of the system 
and its agents. This must tend to strengthen the hands of the inspectors and to weaken 
the opposition of those who advocate the break-up of the national system and the 
establishing of denominational grants ; and the force of such example must tend to make 
the pupils in after life loyal and obedient citizens. 

(signed) C. Graham, 

9 June 1864. First Class District Inspector. 

(Established Church). 



405;, T 3 



1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

3 3 3 3 

12-3 
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King’s County, Roll No. 2080. 

Tullamore Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : —Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 16 February and 9 June 1864.— Manager, Mrs. Cantwell, Tullamore. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 

of Pupils in 


1 


Number Of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection jn 




on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Clas“. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


543 


189: 


42 


39 


39 


12 


12 


144 


Average Age 




6-5 


8-9 


11-4 


13-3 


13:4 


9-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Adequate. Three nuns in constant attendance (one in charge of each room). 
Six nuns besides, at different periods of the day, for special classes, occasionally three more 
also attend, and four paid senior' monitresses. 

1. (b). — Good. School organised, and good discipline. 

2. — Good. Pupils- well taught, especially in advanced branches. 

3. — Good. Organisation and discipline good. _ 

4. — Five hundred and seventy-six names on rolls since 1st January 1860. Two hundred 
and ten pupils admitted to third, fourth, and fifth classes since 1st January I860. Thirty- 
two pupils over 14 years of age left school finally since 1st J anuary 1860. Classed 
teachers, one ; monitors, two ; governesses, three ; servants or trades, three emigrated, 
six ; at home, 17. 

5. — Singing taught in a very superior manner. No drawing. _ , 

6. — Lace work executed and sold up to 1861, since then discontinued, as it did not pay. 
Plain work well done. AH pupils over 14 able to cut out and make, dresses, &c. 

7. — Fupils orderly, neat, obedient, and respectful. ' 

8. — Five days, 9.50 to 10 o’clock, prayer; 2.50 to 3 o’clock, prayer; 11.30 to 12.5 o clock, 
catechism and religious exercises. Fairly attended to. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9. (5). — Good. . 

9. (c). — One-and-a-half hours daily. Special and extra home lessons, revised by nuns, 
and well executed. 

9. (J).— Very good. . 

10. — Fair. I fear these ladies do not lay sufficient stress upon the desirability oi at- 
tending with rigid exactness to the rules, as all the pupils are Roman Catholics. 

11. (a). — Three schools and two class-rooms. Five hundred pupils. 

11. (b). — Good. Infant school is confined and unsuitable. 

11. (c). — Grant from Commissioners and local funds, at least 400 Z., but I could not 
ascertain the exact amount. 

12. — £. 50, at least, from time to time. 

13. — There are 4,000 Roman Catholics in Tullamore. There are not any female 
schools. for Roman Catholics, benefit or poor, in or ivithin three miles of Tullamore, ex- 
cept a small national school owned by Methodists. Out of 485 names on rolls, 363 
reside in Tullamore, 59 reside over one mile, 53 reside over two miles, and 10 reside over 
3 miles. Hence, it is evident, that very many do not go to school at all. 

14. — This school was established in 1838, and came into operation in 1839. It super- 
seded a small female national school ; pending the erection of the present school, the nuns 
taught in the old national school-house, which was in a loft in Chapel-lane, entrance to it 
by a ladder. The late Very Rev.. Dr. O’Rafferty superseded the lay school, and the 
present parish priest lias transferred the boys’ vested national school to the monks. 

15. A. — Decidedly superior. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. C. —Superior. 

15. d. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G. — Not equal to some. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. L — Superior. 

15. K.— Of 
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15. K. — Of those who attend any school, or who would attend, I do not consider that 
any lay school could compete with or draw away pupils from this good school. Certainly 
no school will be established under Roman Catholic patronage to try and do so, and 
Roman Catholic pupils will not be permitted to attend under any other management. 



16. — Inspections - - i 


1860. | 
3 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits - - - 


2 


1 





17. — 1860, good, Mr. Gillie; 1861, good, Messrs. Gillie and Porter; 1862, fair, defi- 
cient arithmetic, Mr. Porter ; 1863, very good, Mr. Graham. 

18. — It cannot be gainsaid, but that this school has raised the character of national 
education and given a really good course of instruction to a large number of girls for 
the past 24 years. It is to be regretted that small schools, for the junior pupils at least, 
have not been established in which mixed education might have a chance and from which 
the Roman Catholic pupils, as they grew up to 10 or 11 years old, and as they chose 
(which I am sure they would choose) might be advanced from the lay to this the finishing 
school of the locality. _ I have met with cheerful co-operation in my duties from the 
ladies of this schools. 

(signed) C • Graham, First Class District Inspector. 

9 June 1864. (Established Church). 



County Limerick, Roll No. 9296. 
Adare Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 8 June 1864. — Manager, the Right Rev. Dr. Butler, Limerick. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Num ber 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance . 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 






08 


33 


41 


12 


4 


163 


Average Age 


- - - 




- 


- ; 


- 


- 


- 



This school has been only very recently taken into connection. I inspected it for the 
first time on the 8th inst. No paid monitors have been yet appointed, and no grant of 
free stock of books, &c., made. Under these circumstances several of the queries in this 
form of report could not be answered. I have therefore concluded that, for these rea- 
sons, it will be deemed unnecessary for me to make a special report on this school. I 
shall give the results of my visit in the usual primary form. 

(signed) Andrew O' Callaghan, District Inspector. 

Limerick, 9 June 1864. 



405. 



I 4 
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Limerick County, Roll No. 5143. 

Perry Square Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 9 and 10 June 1864.— Manager, Bight Kev. Dr. Butler, Limerick. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 



Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

Ithe Year 1863. 



Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection ii 



First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


133 


50 


19 


43 


8 


259 


6-1 


9-3 


11-2 


11-6 


14-6 


8-4 



Answers to Queries. 

1, («). — The teaching power is not adequate ; there are only four nuns employed in 
teaching. They are assisted by a staff of eight monitors. . , 

1 h ) — Their acquirements, as far I can form an opinion, are quite adequate to the 
task they undertake. Their method of teaching is tolerably fair, and their organising 

skdlis^opd. witMn tle Ia6t 12 montha . The results are as yet, however, not 

satisfactory. 

3. — Very good. 

4. — About 14 per-cent. 

5. — There are no extra branches. 

6. — Very good. 

7. — Pretty good. . . ' „ , 

8. — Religious instruction is given every day for one quarter of an hour before, and 
also after general instruction ; and besides from 11.30 to 12.15 o’clock. These arrangements 
are strictly adhered to. 

9 [b)— laSfactory. They have made considerable progress within the last two 
years. This result is due to the fact that they have been receiving special instruction in 
method of teaching. . . . . , 

9. ( C Y They receive nearly two hours’ instruction every day. . Inis instruction is 

directed' to two ends. 1. To prepare them for their annual examination ; and, 2. To 
enable them to teach effectively the classes committed to their charge. . 

9. (d), Of five who attended the last annual examination, three obtained premiums tor 

satisfactory proficiency. The exercises and oral examination of the others gave a per- 
centage of correct answers, that would have entitled these monitors to premiums, but 
that their proficiency in spelling was unsatisfactory. 

10. — Quite satisfactory. . . 

11. (a). — On this allowance there is accommodation for 302 pupils. 1 he numbers in 
attendance never reaches this. But certainly more space would be of great advantage. 
The nuns are about to obtain another room (occupied at present by the Christian Brothers) 
which will give them ample accommodation. 

11. (b). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c).— About 700 1. n q . 

12. — The supply is very fair, and has been provided chiefly by means ot the tree grants 

made by the Board. The extra supply has been provided by the community, at an ex- 
penditure of about 91. • 

13. No appreciable effect in this direction. This school is situated m the immediate 

neighbourhood of the most respectable quarter of this city. The appearance of the pupils 
is more respectable than that which is usually presented by the pupils of the other con- 
vent schools. . 

14. — There is no lay female school conducted by private enterprise m the neighbour- 
hood, and accessible, through small school-fees, to the class of children who _ attend this 
school. This result has been produced, partly by the gratuitous education given by the 
nuns, and partly by the activity, on their own account, of the Christian Brothers, who 
conduct a school in the same building. The Brothers go so far as to call those parents 
to account who withdraw their children from their school, and have been known to visit 
the schools to which the children were removed, and insist on their returning to their own 
school. The nuns’ school is sustained partly through this agency, for the female children 

are 
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are likely to be sent with their brothers. The Roman Catholic pastors also sustain this 
school against the only lay national school in its neighbourhood, namely, the model school, 
from which, as it is well known, they have commanded the withdrawal of the Roman 
Catholic children. 

15. A. — Inferior. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — Equal. 

15. d. — S uperior. 

15. E. — Equal. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. G-. — Equal. 

15. n. — Equal. 

15. I. — Equal. 

15. K. — Equal. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 









1860. 


| 1861. 


1862. 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3 


3 


" 


“ 




~ 


— • ! 


— 



1863. 

3 



17. — Not favourable in general. 

18. — This school has acted unfavourably on the results of education in this district, inas- 
much as the great majority of its pupils have finally given up school-going, possessing s. small 
amount of information. The sum-total of their ordinary education, when they perma- 
nently withdraw from school, amounted to a tolerable facility in reading, a tolerable pro- 
ficiency in writing, and a trifling acquaintance with arithmetic. This result is to be 
traced not, of course, to any want of zeal in the nuns, but to their admitting to their 
school a larger number of children than their school-room could accommodate, or them- 
selves effectively instruct. Education generally in this district has therefore not been 
advanced by the operation of -this school. 

The influence of this school in recommending the system of national education is con- 
fined to the effects which the use of the books of the Board may be supposed to produce. 
But I think it right to say that the coercive measures adopted by the Roman Catholic 
clergy to withdraw the Roman Catholic pupils from the model school, which is close by 
this school, and their recommending the latter to the parents of the children thus forcibly 
removed from the former, must have counteracted the impressions in favour of the national 
system which might be supposed to be made by the use of the national school-books in 
this school. 



Two of the former pupils of this school, who had been paid monitresses in it, are now 
teaching— the one as principal, and the other as assistant teacher — in the Tervoe school in 
this district. They are remarkably zealous and trustworthy teachers. Although they 
were at first deficient in method of teaching and in organizing skill, they have succeeded, 
to a considerable extent, in acquiring the requisite information in these subjects. They 
conduct their school in a very satisfactory manner. Each of them, although not trained, 
has attained to the classification of first division of third class. 



(signed) Andrew O' Callaghan, District Inspector. 
11 June 1864. (Established Church.) 



County Limerick, Roll No. 6,569. 

St. Anne’s Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 27 and 30 May 1864. — Manager, Right Rev. Dr. Butler, Limerick. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 


Number 
Of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1803. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


s ', 


Third Class. 


| Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


400 


244 


121 


41 


41 


36 


35 J 


273 


Average Age - 


7 


10 


11 


13 


13 


- 



U Answers 
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The class-room is too small; it is only 



Answers to Queries. 

1 (a ). — Adequate ; there are five nuns and seven paid monitors. 

l‘ fa), I. & H. Satisfactory, so far as I can judge. III. Although I do not look upon 

the school arrangements as the best, they have been evidently well considered by the 
Sisters, and are faithfully carried out. . . , 

2 — Reading ; fluent and correct in the junior classes, expressive and intelligent m the 

others Spelling (oral) deficient on the whole, and not confident. Dictation, bad in third 
class good in the fourth. Writing, in low classes, is small and irregular, but m the senior 
Classes the majority write a good hand, and many a very finished hand. Arithmetic : junior 
classes -mod at notation, tables/and S. rules, but the senior classes are below the school 
programme ; they failed to-day in compound rules, proportion, and practice (they have 
been practising the S. rules almost entirely of late). Grammar, tolerable. Geography, 
not sufficiently satisfactory. .... 

I ouo-ht to remark that this school answered better at many previous visits. 

3. — No special infant school. The young children are carefully attended to, and very 
fairly taught. The space allotted to them ought to be more -private. 

4. About 89 per cent, of those who left since 1856 were fairly educated. 

(Only 70 children left finally from first, second, and sequel classes.) 

5. — -No extra branches. 

6 —Very creditable. They learn to sew at a very early age, and, as a consequence, the 
advanced classes can do plain work very skilfully, while the sequel classes can sew then- 
own little slips and dresses very fairly. 

y —Satisfactory : children mild in manner, obedient, and respectful. 

8 . — Satisfactory. 

9. (a). — Pretty fair. 

9. (&).—' Fair. 

9- (c). — Satisfactory. . ' 

9 (A— Not very good. I do not think that any premiums have been given for the 
training of the senior monitors. The junior monitors, however, have always answered 

sufficiently >well to deserve these rewards. 

10. — Exceedingly good. I firmly believe that the rules ' of the Board are most scrupu- 
lously adhered to in this school. 

11. (a). — The rooms will accommodate 454. 

13 by 9 feet. 

11. (b). — Excellent. 

H ( c ) — About 500 Z. ; built when labour was very cheap. 

12 —Well supplied with the large maps of the Board, but not supplied with any arti- 
cles from the Apparatus Department. Cost was 4Z. (the maps were got to some extent 

m i3 e -il°n S Topraion, children attend this school who would otherwise attend no school, 
and for the following reasons:— (1.) In Ireland the poorer class of parents have the 
greatest reverence and respect for the nuns. (2.) The destitute classes feel that then- 
children will not be treated as inferiors, or with any degree of neglect, on account of then- 
poverty ; and they have not this conviction ih case of ordinary national schools, in which 

some pay. the country spools very little, merely drawing off a fevv of the most ad- 

vanced o-irls. The Rathkeale Female School it has reduced to a mere infant or prepara- 
tory school ' The average attendance in it before the opening of this school was about 
100 ; it now ranges from° 30 to 40. There is no personal influence used. The parents 

o-enerally prefer this school, and therefore send their children to it. . 

° 15. A . -With the exception of reading and writing— and, indeed, I can scarcely except 

the latter I have generally found ordinary girls’ schools to be rather better than this. 

The pupils’ answering on arithmetic, grammar, geography, and spelling are better, while 
the proo-ress from class to class is decidedly quicker. For instance, in this school, for the 
year 1863 only 20 were fitted for second class, only 18 were fitted for sequel, only 14 
were fitted for third, only 17 were fitted for fourth ; giving a total of 69, or about 
34 per cent, of the average attendance. In most of the country schools the removals are 

15. jj.E-Yery few infants attend in country schools. Where they do, I think they are 
scarcely so well attended to as in this-school. 

15. c— Not taught here. . . , . . . . , 

15. d.— S uperior to ordinary national schools. The supply of materials is regular and 
ample in this school, and therefore needlework can be taught systematically and carefully. 
In most country schools the pupils either do not practise needlework at all, or else prac- 
tise only on what they bring themselves, without reference to whether it is what they 
most require or not. . 

15. e. — S uperior to country or ordinary girls schools. 

15 f I have no means of instituting a comparison on this subject. 

Id! g!— I have more confidence in the observance of the Board’s rules in this school. 

15. H.— Superior. , . 0 

15 i —This school has hitherto confined its wants exclusively to the maps, &c. oidi- 
liarily supplied by the Board ; but iu the supply of these, of books, papers, So., it sdw- 
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dedly superior to ordinary schools. In apparatus it is inferior to them, owing to the fact 
that they were large recipients of Mr. Foster’s grants, which the nuns were not; 



16.— Inspections _ - 
Incidental visits 



18.60. 


1861. 


1862. 


3 


3 


3 


- j 


1 


2. 



1863. 

3 

1 



17'. — Generally favourable; 

18. — This school educates about five times as many as any ordinary girls’ school. It has 
not yet turned out any skilful teacher; but I. think that some of the monitresses at present 
employed will make useful conductors of country sehools.- 

I have no doubt but that this school has, however, exercised a very great in- 
fluence in giving the people of this locality a confidence in the national system of educar 
tion. The masses of the people, as I have already said, respect and reverence the nuns, and 
they naturally feel confidence in any system to which these ladies lend their countenance. 



1 June. 1864. 



(signed) 



R. Robinson, District Inspector., 
(Established Church.) 



County Limerick, Roll No. 6,032. 

St. , Catherine's, Convent National School- 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 31 May and 1 June 1864. — Manager, Ven. Archdeacon O’Brien, p:p;, Newcastle. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the YearI8G3. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number, of Pupils' present on Days oC.SpeciaUnspection in 


First- Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth und ^ 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


637 

Average Age 


324 


137. 


60 


62 


40 


74 


373 


6£ 


10 


12' 


13 


15 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — At the least there ought to be two more ladies for this school ; there are only 
five at present, which gives an average of 65 for each. There are, however, seven senior 
monitresses, and three junior monitresses allowed. 

1. (&). — Organizing skill pretty fair. Acquirements and method of teaching I should 
judge to be satisfactory for the following reasons, independent of the results of the 
children’s answering : — (1) I find that the ladies are carefully examined at their noviciate, 
and that they are set apart for the work of teaching in accordance with their abilities and 
knowledge ; ( 2) That during the five years immediately after entering the convent, they 
are actually taught in class by the mistress of novices, and obliged to. examine each other, 
and showed how to do it; and (3) That they are carefully taught the art of teaching, theo- 
retically and practically, being assisted in this by a. very excellent manuscript textbook. 

2. — Reading. Correct and fluent An junior classes; expressive and intelligent in the 

senior classes. 

Spelling. (Oral) very fair in junior classes; very good in the senior; (Written) 
(dictation), veiy fair in third ; excellent in fourth. 

Arithmetic. Not satisfactory in junior; pretty fair in the senior classes. 

Writing. Very fair in junior ; excellent in the senior classes. 

Grammar. Fair in junior ; satisfactory in senior. 

3. — Geography. Not good in junior ; pretty fair in senior ; too much by rote. 

4. — I am sorry to say that I cannot reply to this query, as the register for the past year 
has been lost. 

5. — All the children sing by ear, and about 20 can sing from notes ; they have been 
carefully taught for the last two years by a professor of music. 

6. — Very good. I do not think that children could attain a higher proficiency in the 
time than the children of this school have attained. 

7. — V ery satisfactory. Pupils are invariably well conducted, obedient, quiet, and mild. 

405. u 2 8. — Satisfactory. 
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8. — Satisfactory. They consist of catechism and prayer for three-quarters of an hour 
in the middle of the day. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9. (5). — Very good. 

9, ( c ). — Satisfactory. They are carefully taught the subjects of their programme, and 
also the art of teaching. The nuns have gone to more trouble in this respect than any 
other class of teachers that I know of. They have actually written out, in an abbreviated 
forjn the whole of what the monitors will be examined upon each year, and they have 
so arranged this matter as to enable the little girls to remember it readily. They have 
also written out- many valuable hints and suggestions for the guidance of the monitors. 

9. (d). Very good. Premiums for their successful examinations have been granted, in 

nearly all cases to this school, and the seven appointed teachers, during my time of in- 
spection, obtained good classes at their examinations. 

10. — Good. 

11. (a ). — Barely adequate ; an infant school required. 

1 1 . (5). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — About 600 /. It was built at a time when labour was very cheap. 

12. — Well supplied with maps, books, slates, and papers ; but not well supplied with 
charts, tablets, or other aids to teaching. Expense about 2 Z. (Maps chiefly granted in 
free stock.) 

13. — The people have more confidence in the nuns than in any other class of teachers; 
the very poor especially, from their knowing that their poverty will not subject them to 
neglect. 

14. — There are only about 100 on the rolls from the neighbourhood of country schools, 
and these chiefly very grown girls, wbo would not attend any school but this. 

The Courtenay School, which existed in the town before this school,had an attendance 
of about 100, I believe, whereas this school has on the rolls to-day 424 for the town and 
its immediate vicinity. 

Bread and clothes are occasionally given to the very poor, but only after successful 
answering. The nuns assure me that the attendance is now higher than during the time 
when they gave away considerably more than at present. 

15. A. — Superior to them in reading, writing, and dictation, and equal to them in oral 
spelling ; they are probably not quite so good at arithmetic and geography, and they are 
behind them in the number removed from class to class. 

15. B. — This school is not well adapted for infants, owing to the want of a separate 
apartment of suitable size. The little things, therefore, do not make quite so much pro- 
gress as they otherwise would. 

15. C. — Equal to country schools (ordinary girls’ schools) in music. 

15. I). — Superior to them in this. 

15. E. — Superior to them. The children obey the ladies more willingly, and from higher 
motives, than in the case of other schools. 

15. F. — I have no means of judging accurately of this. 

15. G. — Superior to ordinary schools. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. I. — More regularly supplied with books, papers, pens, pencils, &c. : but not so well 
supplied with charts, pictorial tablets, and other aids to teaching. 

15. it. — Very much superior to ordinary schools. 











1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


| 1863. 


16. — Inspections 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3 


3 


3 


Incidental visits 


" 




“ ' 


_ • 


3 







17. — Favourable 

18. — This school educates about as many as seven of the ordinary girls’ schools in the 
district; but in addition to that it exercises a very valuable influence in keeping the children 
longer at school. The average age to-day of the fourth class was 14, while of the 18 in 
the fifth class it was actually 18. This is not the case in any other school of the district. 

With regard to the national system of education, this school has been very instrumental 
in preparing good teachers. Of the seven monitors who left in my time three are now 
3 1 (two of them having attained this grade at their very first examination) ; three are 3 a 
(attained also at the first examination), and one is a junior assistant. The schools of all 
are satisfactory. 

(signed) Robert Robinson, District Inspector. 

1 June 1864. (Established Church.) 
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County Limerick, Roll No. 5,194. 



St. John’s Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 6 and 7 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. M. FitzGerald, Limerick. 



Total 

Number of \ 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in ! 

Average 1 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 18G3. 


Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 1 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


648 


206 


125 


37 


20 


10 


8 


j 200 


Average Age 




0-3 


101 


10-2 


12-5 


14-1 


•7-9 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is not adequate, there being only two nuns in charge of 
this school. They are assisted, however, by a staff of six paid monitors. 

1. (b). — The acquirements of these nuns, as far as I could form an opinion by hearing 
them examine their pupils, are good, their method of teaching intelligent and above 
medium, and their organizing skill fair. 

2. — Fair. This school has made marked progress, under the present teachers, during 
the last six months. The results of the present examination are not quite satisfactory 
absolutely, but afford sufficient evidence of improved teaching when compared with 
former results, 

3. — Satisfactory. 

4. — About 37 per cent, of the pupils who attained the ages of 14 years and above, 
and finally left, had been enrolled in 3d or 4th classes. Their attainments, however, 
went httle beyond a fair proficiency in reading and writing. 

5. — There are no extra branches. 

6. — Very satisfactory. 

7. — Satisfactory. 

8. — Religious instruction is given on every day, for one quarter of an hour, before and 
after the general instruction, and also from 1H to 12£ o’clock. These arrangements are 
strictly adhered to. 

9. (a). — Tolerable. 

9. (Z>). — Tolerably fair. 

9. (c). — They receive instructions for one hour and three-quarters every mornino-. 

9. (d). — No premium awarded. 

10. — Faithful. 

11. (a). — The accommodation is sufficient for over 300 children, which is quite adequate. 

1 1 . (Z>). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — No record kept of this expenditure ; probable amount is 500 1. 

12. — Supply is fair. Expense incurred is not above 4 Z., as they have been provided 
chiefly through the free grants. 

13. — This school has been successful in this respect. It is situated in one of the 
poorest parts of the city of Limerick, and thus favourably circumstanced for influencin'* 
the classes referred to. The nuns have used this advantage, as far as they were able, in 
attracting the children of the more destitute to the school. 

14. — This school has checked the increase of schools conducted on private enterprise. 
There is only one school of that kind in its immediate neighbourhood, in which the 
children pay one penny each per week. The influence of this school has been so far 
beneficial. This result has been effected through the agency of the nuns themselves, 
who, from visiting the sick and indigent, are familiarly acquainted with the circumstances 
of all the poor families, and are zealous in urging their school on the people. There is 
no female (lay) national school in this locality. 

15. a. — Inferior. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — There are no extra branches. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. e. — Equal. It must, however, be observed that this school has to contend against 
greater difficulties, because the children live in the worst parts of a crowded city, and are 
exposed to very depraving influences. 

405. ‘ u 3 15. e. — Superior. 
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15. E. — Superior. 

15. G. — About equal. 
15. H. — Superior. 

15. i, — Inferior. 

15. K.— Superior. 

16. — Inspections - 

Incidental visits 









I860: 
' 3 


186 i. 
3 


1862. 

3 


- 


- 


- 


— 







1863. 

3 



17. — u mavourame. _ . , . , ,. , 

18. This school has been the means of giving a good religious and moral education to 

a large number of children belonging to the very poor and almost destitute classes in its 
locality. The secular instruction has been below the medium standard. The greater 
number of the children are withdrawn from school at an earlier age than usual, and sent 
by their parents to work in factories. Under these circumstances,, this school was scarcely 
able to accomplish more than to rescue a large number from total ignorance. 

Its influence on national education has not been exercised except in using the books ot 
the Board. It presents no example of the mixture in the same school of children belong- 
ing to different religious denominations, and has not trained or educated young persons 
for the office of teachers in national schools. 



9 June 1864. 



(signed') Andrew O' Callaghan, District Inspector. 

(Established Church.) 



County Limerick, Boll No. 6,936. 

Sx. John’s-squar-e Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community'll — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 13 and 14 June 1864.— Manager, Bev. M. FitzGerald, Limerick. 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1SG3. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 

24 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tore. 


716 

Average Age 


279 


180 


91 


15 


9 


328 


0-2 


9-8 i 


11-9 


12-5 


14 9 


8T 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— The teaching power is not adequate. . There are only four nuns acting as 
teachers. They are assisted by a staff of seven paid monitors. 

1 a — Acquirements are, as far as I can form an opinion from. the mode of examina- 
tion and teaching, satisfactory. The method of teaching and organizing skill are fair. 

2 The efficiency of the instruction given is satisfactory m general, lhis improve- 

ment has taken place within the last six months ; previously, results had been unsatis- 

^3 -The management and care of the infant children are marked great tenderness on 
the part of the teachers. The instruction is not satisfactory ; their attendance is too 
numerous for the space accommodation afforded to them. 

4_ very small proportion ; it does not exceed seven per cent. 

5. — There are no extra branches. 

6. — Very satisfactory. 

7. — Generally satisfactory. „ 

8. — Beligious instruction is given every day from 11. 30 to 12.15 o'clock, and also for 
one quarter of an hour, both before and after general instruction. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. (b). — Very good latterly. . 

9. ( c ). — They receive special instruction for nearly two hours every day. inis mstruc- 
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tion is directed to the two ends of preparing them for their annual examination, and 
directing them in the proper method of teaching the classes entrusted to their charge. 

9. (</). — Satisfactory in the case of every monitor but one. 

10. — Satisfactory. 

11 . (a). — The accommodation is quite inadequate; there is accommodation for only 
252 children. 

11. (5). — Not sufficiently satisfactory. 

11 . (c). — The house is rented. It was formerly a barrack. The furnishing cost about 
557. 

12. — -The supply of maps, charts, and usual school requisites is sufficient, ? except as 
regards apparatus, which is not sufficiently extensive. 

13 . — This school is very successful in this respect. Bread is given every day, and 
clothes once a year, to a large number of the children. 

14. — It has stopped the increase of schools for the poor conducted by private enterprise; 
its influence in this way is, I consider, beneficial. It has probably interfered with the 
establishment of schools for the more respectable class ; in this direction its influence has 
not been serviceable. The Roman Catholic pastors of the parish recommend this- school in 
preference to any other in the parish. There is no lay female national school in this 
parish. 

15. A. — About equal. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. 0. — There are no extra branches. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15- E. — About equal. 

15. E. — 'Superior. 

15. G . — About equal. 

15. h. — I nferior. 

15. i— About equal. 

.15. iv. — Superior. 



16. — -Inspections 




. 


. 


1860. 

3 


1861. 

3 


1862. 

3 


1863. 

2 


Incidental visits 


- 


- 


- 


— 


— 


— 





17. — Not favourable previously to the year 1863. Rather favourable since. 

18. — This school has not contributed a just proportion to the general education of the 
district. None but those pupils who were for at least six months in the fourth class 
(highest) of this school, before they finally left, could be said to have acquired a tolerable 
amount of education. This school is situated in the midst of a very poor population, and 
a large number of the pupils belong to the more destitute classes. This circumstance ac- 
counts partly for the limited influence of this school in educationally advancing so small a 
proportion of its pupils. But its failure in this respect is, I am convinced, to be traced 
chiefly to the -want of sufficient teaching power, and also to the inadequate space accom- 
modation afforded by the school-rooms. Until within the last six months, there were only 
two nuns teaching in this school. Their number has been increased to four ; and since 
this addition has been made, there has been a very perceptible improvement in the. pro- 
ficiency of the pupils. 

As reo-ards; the national system of education, the pupils of this school have been taught 
to regard with abhorrence that portion of it which is represented in the constitution of the 
model schools. But this failing does not extend' to the ordinary schools,, for the nuns have 
been and are prepared to recommend . as teachers in them such of the pupils as are disposed 
to accept of the appointment, and are qualified to discharge the duties. This school, how- 
ever, owing to the defects referred to before, has not been successful iu training- young 
persons for the office of teaching. Only one, within the last six years, has been prepared 
in the school. This teacher is zealous and faithful in performing her duty, but is deficient 
in method of -teaching, and failed to be classified on her firstexamination. 

(signed) Andrew O' Callaghan, District Inspector. 

14 June 1864. (Established Church.) 



-405. 



u4 
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County Limerick, Roll No. 5,554. 



St. Mart’s Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 3 June 1864.— Manager, The Very Rev. Dr. Butler, Limerick. 



Total 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Seeond Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


147 

Average Age 


33 


- 


2 




23 


0 


34 


- ' - 


15 


' - 


18 


15 


16-5 



This is an industrial school, in which all the pupils are boarded and lodged. They 
consist, for the most part, of servants out of place, who are charitably maintained and 
taught here until they get new situations. This school not belonging to the class of 
convent schools, for which this special form of report is intended, I have not reported the 
results of my visit in this form. These will be furnished by me on the Secondary No. 1 

Form. 

(signed) Andrew O' Callaghan, District Inspector. 



County Limerick, Roll No. 570. 



SS. Mary and Munchin’s Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — -Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 31 May and 1 and 2 June 1864. — Manager, The Very Rev. Dr. Butler, Limerick. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1803. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1803. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Thiid Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


1,133 

Average Age 


459 


345 


115 


38 


27 


9 


534 


0-7 


9-7 


10-5 | 


12-2 


13-9 


8-1 



Answers to Queries. 



1. •(«). — The teaching power is adequate. 

1, (j,y — The acquirements are quite equal to the task to be performed. The method of 
teaching of some of the nuns is remarkably good, and the organizing skill of one of them, 
who now directs the school, can hardly be surpassed. 

2. — Very good. 

3_ Very satisfactory. The organization of the infant department of this school and 

the proficiency of the pupils can be equalled only in a model school. 

4. — A fair proportion. . 

5. — Music is the only extra branch. In this branch the proficiency is very high. A 
premium of 5 1. was awarded for the year 1863. 

6. — Most satisfactory. 

7 # Very good. These results are the more remarkable when the class to which 

the 
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tlie pupils belong is considered. These children belong to the very poorest of the 
population. 

8. — For one quarter of an hour before secular instruction, and from 11 £ to 12^ o’clock, 
with five minutes for a prayer after secular instruction. These arrangements are strictly 
observed. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9. (5). — Very good. 

9. (c), — Special attention is given in this school, and with marked success, in instruct- 
ing the monitors in the method of teaching. 

9. (d). — Very satisfactory. All who were summoned to the last examination obtained 
premiums for their answering. In the case of one of them the highest premium was 
awarded. 

10. — I believe that it is perfectly faithful. 

11. (a). — The accommodation is ample. The school-rooms and class-rooms afford 
accommodation for 590 pupils. 

11. ( b ). — Satisfactory. 

11. '(c). — No record has been preserved. It is estimated at about 1,000/. 

12. — Supply sufficient. About 10/. 

13. — This school has had a marked effect in this respect. It is situated in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the most crowded and the_poorest part of the city. 

14. — The locality in which this school is situated offers no inducement to private enter- 
prise, the people being too poor. No female national school was ever established in the 
.neighbourhood, except one. The latter, which is under joint management of Church ot 
England and Presbyterian patrons, has been deprived of all its Roman Catholic pupils 
by the direct interference of the Roman Catholic pastors. These gentlemen admitted that 
they had no ground of complaint against the teachers of this school. 

15. A. — Superior. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — Superioi’. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. <5. — Equal. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. K. — Superior. 

I 1860. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 3 

Incidental visits - - - [ 

1 7 . — F avourable. 

18. — This school has performed, and is performing, most efficient service to education. 
Large numbers of children have been attracted to it, who must, but for its agency, have 
been doomed to total ignorance. The attendance in this school is very large, and the 
character of the attendance, as regards regularity, has greatly improved under the present 
most judicious direction. The course of instruction is fully co-extensive with the school 
programme, and the method of teaching is skilful and intellectual. It is only within the 
last two years that this school attained to tills very efficient state, which is due chiefly to 
the very remarkable talent for organization and skill in method of teaching possessed by 
one of the nuns. A monitress trained in this school would, at the expiration of her office, 
be well prepared to take charge of an ordinary school. Several of the pupils have become 
governesses in private families. 

This school has sent forth several teachers of national schools. Such of them as have 
schools in this district conduct them in a very satisfactory manner. 

Although there is no doubt that the teachers of this school would prefer to the present 
a system of education exclusively Roman Catholic in all respects, I believe that they have 
done good service to national education by the use of the books of the Board ; and by 
faithfully inculcating, with a zeal truly earnest, the principles of morality and loyalty 
abounding in these books, amongst the dwellers of the lanes and alleys of an impoverished 
and densely crowded locality. 



1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


3 


3 


3 



(signed) Andrew O’ Callaghan, District Inspector. 
4 June 1864. (Established Church.,) 



X 
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County Limerick, Roll No. 5547. 
Sexton-street Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Nuns of the Presentation Order. 
Visited 25, 27, and 30 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. Thomas Browne, Limerick. 



Total 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 



Number 
of Pupils in 

Average 

Attendance 

for 

[the Year 1863. 



Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection ir 



First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


233 


118 


86 


75 


34 


546 


8'1 


10 


11-2 


12-6 


13-7 


10 



0 the 
r and 



Answers to Queries. 

!. (a).— Unsatisfactory. There are only nine nuns engaged at any time in the duty of 
teaching. This duty is shared in rotation by all the members of the community. Theie are 

nU ] 6 , I a\_The literary acquirements of the teachers are quite satisfactory. Their method 
of teaching is defective, and their organising skill is very imperfect. 

2. — Very unsatisfactory in every branch except reading and spelling. 

3, -The infant pupils are cared for with loving solicitude; but their intellectual training 
fails to produce the results which are expected to be developed in a skilfully conducted 

“ '^Lxhe pro portion is small. For although a fair proportion have been advanced to t 
third and higher classes, the information imparted is very defective, except in reading a 
writing. 

5. — There are no extra branches. 

6. —Very satisfactory. 

s!— On^hour 'in every day is devoted to religious instruction. The specified arrangements, 
as far as I have been able to ascertain, are faithfully and zealously earned out. 

9. (o). — Not satisfactory. 

9 (ch—Thtw 'receive'" every day, along with a class of unpaid monitors, instruction for 
two and a quarter hours in the subjects of their programme ; but they have received little or 
no direction io the art of teaching" because this subject ,s but very imperfectly understood 

bv the teachers themselves. . , , 7 , . 

<9 (cl), Of five who attended the examinations of 1863, two obtained premiums (1 1 IQs. 

and' l, l respectively) ; two answered poorly, and one was dismissed for unsatisfactory pro- 
ficiency. 

is inadequate. Allowing six square feet for each child, the 
calculation gives an accommodation for no more than 347 pupils. 

11 (fr) —There are in use one large schoolroom and two smaller rooms, the laige school- 
room is satisfactory in all these points. The other rooms are sufficiently lighted, but are 
not sufficiently lofty. The out-offices and playground are satisfactory. 

\ ]y 0 record has been preserved of the expenditure undei these head., i 

probable cost is about 9001. The schoolrooms are adequately furnished. 

12 . The supply is quite sufficient. The value of the maps, charts, etc., in the school at 

his™! loohhas had little or no effect in ihis way. This may be accounted for, in 
mv opinion, by the fact that the nuns of the Presentation Order are forbidden, by a vow 
of' enclosure,” to go outside the bounds of their convent. They have, therefore, no external 
intercourse with the people. On examining in the Register, under the head of occupation 
of parents,” I observed that a very large proportion of tile parents are engaged in some 
trade, or as clerks, pensioners, &c. There is a distribution of bread for luncheon every day 
to about 50 children, and this number may be fixed on as representing the more destitute, 

and about 30 but for this dole might not be sent to school at all. 

14 Very injuriously, almost to total extinction. Uiere is only one private school within 

a circuit of half a mile of this school, and no national school. This result has been produced 
partly by the fact that the teachers of this school teach gratuitously, which n the most 
potent element in the attraction of the school ; and partly by the influential agencyfo|W 
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Christian Brothers, who have a school in the immediate vicinity, very numerously attended. 
This school is also encouraged by the Roman Catholic pastors of the parish, who will not 
permit any child to go to the model school, which is three-quarters of a mile distant, and is 
the only female (lay) national school in the city except one. 

15. a . — Inferior. 

15. b. — About equal. 

15. c. — Equal. 

15. d . — Superior. 

15. E. — About equal. 

15. f . — About equal. 

15. g. — About equal. 

15. h. — Inferior. 

15. i. — Somewhat superior. 

15. k. — S omewhat superior. 











1860. | 


1861. 


1862. 


16 . — Inspections 


- 


- 




3 


3 


3 


Incidental visits 




“ 


" 






— 



17. — Unfavourable. 

10. — Notwithstanding that the teachers of this school are undoubtedly influenced by high 
and holy motives to extend the blessings of a sound, religious, moral, and secular educa- 
tion, in the locality in which they teach, I am obliged to assert, that their efforts have fallen 
very far short of the results to be desired, as far as secular instruction is concerned. They 
have not succeeded, in any marked manner, in rescuing from total ignorance the children 
belonging to the more destitute classes ; and the quality of the secular instruction given to 
the children under their instruction is inferior to that which characterises most of the ordi- 
nary schools. With respect to the training of teachers, this school trains five or six every 
year, who are sent abroad to India or America, and become nuns in convents belonging to 
the Presentation Order. But I must say that these young persons have received an imper- 
fect training for the efficient performance of their duty, as far as regards the teaching of the 
secular branches of a school course. 

No teacher of a national school has been sent forth from this school. Although this 
school is not as successful as most of the other national schools in imparting a sound and 
extensive secular education, I feel assured that the nuns have done good service to the cause of 
national education by adopting it and recommending it to the favour of the people in their 
locality; and it is certainly a matter of no small importance that the varied information and 
the just principles contained in the. lesson books of the Board are diffused, by means of this 
very large school, extensively through the community ; and that the moral, social, and 
political teachings of their books are, as I am convinced, cheerfully and faithfully conveyed 
by their teachers. 

(signed) Andrew O’ Callaghan , District Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Established Church.) 



County Londonderry, Roll No. 6,168. 

St. Columb’s, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 25, 27, 31 May 1864 — Manager, Rev. Wm. M'Laughlin, Derry. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863, 


Number of Pujiils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


1 

j Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


470 

Average Age 


217 


117 


41 


41 


22 


11 


232 


61 


8-4 


9-5 


11 


117 


7-9 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a.) — The staff of teachers is not fully adequate to the wants of the school. There 
are three distinct departments, conducted in three separate rooms. In the first or lowest 
room, in charge of one teacher, there is a daily attendance of from 80 to 120 infants; in 
405. x 2 the 
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the second room, also in charge of one teacher, an attendance of about 100 pupils, and in 
the third room, with two teachers, an attendance varying from 40 to 60 pupils. There are 
six paid monitresses, of whom one is in the first room, two in the second, and three in the 
third. 

1 . (b .) — On the first part of the query it is impossible to give precise information. The 
teachers not having been examined, the extent or depth of their acquirements can only be 
subject of surmise. Some of them, undoubtedly, appear to be ladies of education and 
accomplishments, but in the technical knowledge and skill requisite for the successful 
teaching of some branches, at least, they appear to me to be deficient. The school arrange- 
ments, as regards sequence of subjects to be taught, the time devoted to each, &c., are not 
skilfully made, and the success which, even with ihe present small staff of teachers might 
be attained, is to a great extent marred by the want of an economic use of the school time. 

2 . — The proportion of pupils who have attained to the minimum degree of proficiency- 
required in their respective classes is small. As a general rule they are promoted to higher 
classes before'they have attained to it. 

3 . — The infants are carefully attended to. There is, perhaps, some want of the variety 
and change of employment so necessary in an infant school. 

4 . — Owing to a want of completeness in the details of the school-register, I am not able 
to give a direct answer to this query. I have, however, collected some materials which will 
help to indicate the rate of the progress of the pupils to the highest class. During the 
last eight years, I find record of the promotion of 41 girls to the fourth class, and as it lias 
not varied much in size during that time, this may be taken as a fair approximation to the 
number who have left the school' having attained to a satisfactory degree of education. 

5 . — Vocal music is the only extra branch of instruction. The actual instruction is 
restricted to about 15 or 18 of the senior pupils of the two upper classes. It is of a prac- 
tical kind, and the results are satisfactory. 

0 . — -Nominally all the children are taught to knit or sew, but there appears to be a scarcity 
of materials for work, and as there are too few hands to superintend, but a small proportion 
of them are at any time actually employed. The others, meanwhile, employ themselves 
with books, or slates, or are idle. 

7 . — The pupils are orderly and well behaved. A healthful and bracing moral influence 
pervades the whole establishment, and is apparent in the deference and ready obedience 
which the pupils yield to their teachers. 

8. — Satisfactory. Half an hour daily is devoted to religious instruction, the arrangements 
for which are strictly adhered to. 

9. (a.)— On the whole they are fairly advanced. 

9 . (6.j_.Duly subordinate'to an adequate staff of teachers, they might be as useful as 
instructors of this class can be, but having to act an independent part, and not having been 
specially prepared with a view to their duties, their services are not so efficient or so valuable 
as might be desired. 

9 . ( c .)^_One of the nuns gives an hour daily (the time set apart for the pupils to be at 
needlework), to their instruction. The course is that of fourth-class pupils, and the subjects 
required for their examination. 

9. (d.) — Their answering has been pretty satisfactory. 

10. — Fairly observed. . 

11 . (a.) — Amply sufficient for more than twice the number in average daily attendance. 

11. (A) — Satisfactory. 

11 . ( c .) — 'fhe building and fitting up cost upwards of 800 l. 

12 . — -The supply of maps and educational apparatus is ample. Some of the account 
books and invoices having been mislaid, I was not able to find out the exact amount which 
has been expended in the purchase of maps, See. . The sum of all the items of which 
I found any record is 54/. 13s. 3 d. This, I am certain, is much below the actual outlay. 

13 . — It is difficult to estimate the effect which the operation of this school has had in 
bringing the children of the desiitute classes under the influence of education ; I think, 
however, it must have been very considerable. The avocations of the Sisters of Mercy 
bring them into frequent contact with a portion of the population the most likely to neglect 
the education of their children, to attract whom to this school it is but reasonable to suppose 
these ladies would employ all the means within their power. I have no doubt, therefore, 
that by their advice and persuasion, numbers of children have been brought out, who 
otherwise might probably have attended no school. 

14 . With the exception of having reduced the attendance at the only female national 

school in connection with the Roman Catholic body in Derry, I do not know that it has had 
any marked effect. 

15 . A . — As to efficiency of instruction, it ranks little above the lowest of the class with 
which it is compared. 

15. b. — No difference observed. 

15 . c. — Instruction in vocal music (the only extra branch which is taught) is given in 
only one of the ordinary girls’ schools, and not so efficiently as in the Convent school. 

15 . D . — There is no striking point of difference between them. 

15. e. — The moral training of the pupils appears to me to be kept more prominently in 
view by the nuns than it is in the ordinary National Schools. 

15 , F . — The time set apart for religious instruction is about the same in all. 

15. g. — No difference. 

15 . h.— T he Convent school has accommodation for nearly three times as many pupils 

as 
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-■as the largest of the girls’ schools is capable of holding; the latter, however, are suited for 
the accommodation of three times as many as have been in average daily attendance in them 
during the past year. The fittings in the Convent schools are superior to most of the 
others. 

15. j. — The Convent school contains a larger quantity of maps and other educational 
apparatus than is to be found in any of the ordinary girls’ schools; but, relatively to the 
attendance, it is not greatly superior to the general run of the latter. To some of them, 
taking this view of the question, it is inferior. The girls’ schools, generally, are adequately 
supplied with the necessary apparatus. 

15. k. — T he balance, I think, is in favour of the Convent school. The nuns go among 
• the parents, and, by exhortation, counsel, and solicitation, induce them to send their children 
to school. Ordinary teachers rarely do so. 

I 1860. | 1861. I 1S62. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - 1 1 3 2 

Incidental visits - | 1 I | - I 

17. — My predecessor’s are favourable ; my own, on the whole, unfavourable. 

18. — For one school to have an appreciable influence on the education of a district, or on 
:a system of education, it must in some way be distinguished either for its excellencies or its 
defects. So far as my acquaintance with this school or its working extends, I cannot say 
.that it is entitled to any such pre-eminence. It is simply a large school, conducted by a 
staff of earnest and devoted teachers, too few in number to admit of their being able to 
perform satisfactorily the important work which they have undertaken, and perhaps some- 
what wanting in the skill which would help a few hands to do the work of a larger number. 
Beino- conducted by nuns, it is looked upon as a denominational school ; and as regards 
attendance it is strictly so ; none but Roman Catholics go to it. The Board’s rules, however, 
as far as I have seen, are duly observed, and even were it conducted by lay teachers, I do 
not think that a single pupil of any other denomination would attend it. 

(signed) D. C. Porter, District Inspector. 

1 June 1864. (Established Church.) 



County Longford, Roll No. 857. 

Longford Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. Reynolds, Longford. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1 863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


' 

First Class. | 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 1 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tor ae. 


491 


187 


52 


27 


12 


6 


4 


101 


1' 

Average Age ... 


60 


10-7 


12-0 


130 


13-1 


8 0 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There should be more nuns ; only two attend this school. 

1. (6). — Good in those three particulars. 

2 . — All the pupils are well instructed, particularly those in the junior classes. 

3. — This department has been conducted in a very satisfactory manner. 

4. — A very fair proportion, for the time the school has been in operation. 

5. — Drawing and other extra branches are not taught here. In music, the results are 
gratifying ; several of the girls sing most pleasingly, and with great taste. 

6. — A large number have learned plain work well, and can make their own clothes. 
Faucy work not learned by many. 

7. Good ; the habits and manners of a large majority have been greatly improved by 
being under the care of these nuns. 

8. — Given every school-day from 11.30 to 12, and from 3 to 3.30 o’clock. The arrange- 
ments are carefully observed. 

9. (a). — Generally fair. 

9. lb ). — In general they are efficient. , 

40 5. x 3 9. (c).-They 
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9 . ( c ). — They are taught half-an-hour before school time, and three-quarters after it ; 
also, an hour and ten minutes during school hours, and three hours on Saturday. 

9. (cZ). — A fair number have earned premiums since this school was established. 

10 . — They are carefully attended to. 

11 . (a). — Good ; the rooms contain 1,672 square feet ; the average attendance is 187. 

11 . ( I ) ). — Excellent in every one of these respects. 

11. (e).— £.400. 

12 . — Good ; 26/. 13 s. since April 1861, when the school was established. 

13. — A very good effect. A large number of the pupils would not attend any other 
school. 

14. — The only effect is, that some of the country girls who would otherwise attend the 
three female schools within four miles of the town, come here for a superior education, 

15. a. — It is equal to the best, and superior to the majority, of them in the effect pro- 
duced by the course of instruction pursued in it. 

15. b. — M uch superior in the care and education of infant pupils. 

15. c. — Superior to most of the schools where music is taught. Drawing and other 
extra branches not taught in this district. 

15. d. — F ully equal to the best, and far beyond most of them. 

15. e. and f. — In these two respects it excels the other schools under Roman Catholic 
teachers. Nuns have a great advantage for such teaching, from the estimation they are 
held in by the people. 

15. f.— There is more probability they would neglect secular education than religious. 

15. g. — Fully equal to any of the other schools in this particular. 

15. h. — Hardly any other school has such accommodation, and a great number have 



nothing like it. 

15. i.— Superior to the majority. 

15. k. — I t is unrivalled in this particular. 





1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


16. — Inspections - - - - 


Not then 


2 


3 


3 


Incidental visits - 


established. 


4 


5 


2 



17. — Generally favourable. 

18 . — A good effect in both these respects. In the first place, it has increased the number 
of those receiving instruction, by attracting the children living in the lanes of the town, who 
would not be sent to any other school. In the second, though it has been so short a time in 
operation, it has sent out four young persons who are now successfully conducting National 
Schools. 

(signed) John Bradford, District Inspector. 

31 May 1864. " (Established Church.) 



County Louth Roll, No. 8445. 

Ardee, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 30 May 1864. — Manager, Mr. Whyte, Mercy Convent, Ardee. 

Total o/pu'ils'in Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 

umber of . ? 



Distind Pupils At|enda S nce 
ou Rolls for [ for 

tl.e Year 1863. \ he Year |863i 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels, j 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


214 104 


47 


31 


16 


24 




118 


Average Age ... 


5-3 


8'2 


10-3 


12-5 | 


- - 


6-3 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a). — Fully adequate. There are four sisters set apart- for the purpose. 

1 . (£).— Very fair, in all respects. 

2 . — Fair, on the whole, and improving from year to year. 

3. — They are well disciplined and cared for. There were 50 present, one-fourth of whom are 
in second books. The several drafts are carefully taught. They sang, and went through 
several of their little exercises with great spirit. 

4. There 
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4. — There are very few, as the school has not yet been quite four years in operation. 

5. — Except in the “benefit” school, which receives no State aid, music is not taught; 
the children, however, sing pleasingly together. 

6. — Those in actual attendance are employed, principally at plain work, which they are 
taught to cut out, and make up. All appears to be carefully and well done. Some, having 
learned “tatting” at school, are employed constantly at home on this kind of fancy 
work. 

7. -^Most remarkable in their orderly conduct; civil and respectful manners to each other. 

8. — Religious instruction is given daily for half an hour. 

9. (a). — With one exception, very fair. 

9. (b). — Fair. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction for one hour before general business commences, and 
during the day they are allowed from one hour to an hour and a half for their own improve- 
ment. 

9. (cT). — Fair. Gratuities were awarded for the answering of two out of three. 

10. — I have never observed any wilful violation. There is every disposition to comply 
with them, I believe. 

11. (a). — Satisfactory. 

11 . (b ). — Very beautiful rooms, -lofty, well-ventilated, -and all finished off in the. best 
manner. 

11. (c.) — This I could not ascertain, no separate accounts having been kept. 

12. — Very good. Since school opened in 1860, the expense for requisites purchased from 



the — £. s. d. 

Board 138 10 

Ditto for Apparatus - -- — - - - - - -1-0 -49 6 



£.24 8 4 



13. — While visiting the sick and poor, the nuns come to know the children personally, 
and hence induce them to present themselves at school. After a little, such as require 
them, get clothes; and, with a view to secure punctual and regular attendance, with atten- 
tion in school, merit tickets are given to the most deserving; the holders of the hiohest 
numbers getting clothes, books, See. 

14. — Some schools in back lanes, under persons wholly unfit to have charge of them, 
have been closed. The majority of girls attending a mixed National school under a master, 
have left for this, as they could get no instruction in sewing, & c., there; and others who 
attended the girls’ National school also came here ; but, so far as I could learn, they are 
encouraged to do so. 

15. a. — 15. b.— Some schools, under the more highly classed teachers, have attained a 
higher degree of efficiency ; but this is as good as most of the ordinary schools in all 
respects, and particularly in the care, training and instruction of the infant pupils. 

15. c. — Except in the “ benefit” school, music is not taught ; but several of the pupils 
in this department are proficients in instrumental music, French, &c. 

15. n.— All except the infant school children are taught to sew ; and the majority do 
plain sewing well.. In this respect, it is superior to ordinary schools. 

15. e. — 15. f. — For the sake of the moral and religious training the children °-et from the 
nuns, parents give the school the preference, even supposing the ordinary branches of an 
English education are not so efficiently taught, which I don’t mean, for a moment, to 
insinuate. 

15. G. — The rules of the Board are well observed, in all respects. 

15. h. — Better than in the majority of our ordinary schools. 

15. i. — Better than, I might say, in the best ordinary schools. 

85. k. — No teacher of an ordinary school can have the same opportunity, as she does 
not visit, and a Sister of Mercy must, the dwellings of the poor and destitute. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 2 2 3 2 

Incidental visits - — | — ! — 1 

17. — Favourable. 

13. — This school came into operation for the first time in August 1860 . For years 
before, there had been a National school for girls in the town, which commanded an average 
attendance of only 50 pupils; and a mixed National school for boys and girls, having an 
average of about 20 of the latter ; also an endowed school connected with Erasmus Smith’s 
Board; and co-existing with all these were two or three others in back lanes, under, as I 
am informed, persons wholly unfitted for the position of teacher. These last have altogether 
disappeared; and the children who attended them, with others who never visited any 
school, have been brought under instruction here. 

There is a separate school for the daughters of shopkeepers, farmers, See., having an 
average of about 50. These pupils are taught French and music (vocal and instrumental), 
in addition to the usual English course ; and on every Sunday the nuns open school for 
two hours, the first hour and a half being devoted to secular, and the remainder to religious 
instruction. The attendance, so far as I could learn, vaiies from 60 to 100 , and is com- 
posed of servants, girls employed daily in the fields, & c. The secular instruction is con- 
fined to reading, writing, and a little arithmetic. Having examined several of the copybooks, 
I feel bound to state that if the proficiency in the ofher branches be proportioned to that 

405. "x 4 in 
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in writing this department must be working well. I may remark here, that these two 
departments, the “ benefit” school , and that on Sunday for servantsand the labouring classes . 
receive no State aid. This institution, then, is considered a great boon to the town of 
Ardee The middle classes who, though well to do, could scarcely afford L to send their 
children to distant boarding schools, are accommodated. The servant and labouring classes,., 
most of whom were neglected in their youth, are instructed on Sundays ; and m the day 
National school, -the children of the poor, even the unfortunate offspring of the abandoned^ 
are receiving a useful secular education, with an excellent, moral, and religious training. 



(signed) 



Jno. Molloy, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Louth, Roll No. 851. 
Drogheda Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Presentation. 



Visited 1 and 2 June 1864.— Manager, Peter Verdor, Esq., Drogheda. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Polls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 




M. 


F. 


1,113 

Average Age 


411 


41* 


242 


102 


55 


3S 


,0 


486 


39 


6-5 


9 


11 


j 12'1 


12-3 


7-8 



* The boys all belong to the Infant Department. 



Answers to Queries. 

1 . (a).— Fourteen of the nuns teach in the school. There are two lay assistant teachers 
paid by the “ Community”, and 10 paid inonitresses receiving salary from the Board. This 
is a teaching staff that appears fully adequate to the wants of the school. 

j (l\ )t is always presumed that the nuns are well qualified as regards literary acquire- 

ments. I had not much opportunity of judging of the method of teaching, but among the 
monitresses it appeared to me to be somewhat mechanical, and to be wanting in animation. 
I could not judge of the organising skill, as the school was organised by a teacher sent for 
the purpose by" the Board, and the system introduced by her is carried out in its main 
features. , , _ _ . , 

2 —Out of a large attendance of pupils only 10 are advanced so far as fourth class, and 
these could not be regarded as equal to the “programme” requirements for fourth (this, 
however, is not looked for). On the rolls of the school there are 15 in fourth, 53 in 
third, and 63 in sequel, out of a total number reaching 694. The several classes, however, 
are efficiently instructed so far as they have proceeded, and care is taken to ground them 
well in the several subjects of instruction. 

3 . Very well attended to ; the children in the infant department all young, and not much 

proficiency ; 41 boys and 121 girls. Average age of boys, 3-9 ; of girls, 4-9. No second 
class in this division of the school ; 29 in third section of first book. 

4 . — About 46 per cent. In making this calculation I have included those who had been 
enrolled so long in sequel as to lead me to suppose that they knew the book in a satisfactory 
way. There is a great fluctuation, owing to the class of children who attend. 

5 . These branches do not receive attention. The children sing when marching, and 

some have learned the notes, but regular instruction is not given. 

6. — Some time ago the school was very celebrated for the execution of several kinds of 
fancy work ; the demand for this has latterly declined. There is a separate industrial depart- 
ment with a teacher paid by the Commissioners to assist in its management. The sum paid 
for work to the girls in the industrial school for the last five years was 748 1. 7 s. 4 d.; the 
sum expended for materials for same time about 50 1 Many of the pupils have become 
dressmakers as the result of the instruction received. See 18. • 

7 . — The moral aspect of the school is all that could be desired ; the children attending 

require 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WITH THE BOARD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 1G5 



require much looking after as regards “ habits and manners.” It is evident that great 
improvement has been effected. 

8. — Twelve to one daily devoted to religious instruction. The arrangements for attending 
to this are carefully observed. 

9 . (a).— Considering the ages, which are from 141 to 17 1, the acquirements cannot be 
said to be high. They answer fairly in grammar and arithmetic; penmanship and writing 
from dictation only medium ; geography of Ireland (on which only I examined) tolerable. 

9 . (j). — I observed three or lour who appeared efficient, one in the infant school especially 
so. Many of them, however, appear to want that activity and animation that are so essential 
to efficiency. They are all attentive, diligent, and earnest. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction in the. morning from 9 till 9. 15, arid in the evening from 
3.30 til! 4.30. In the morning some of the nuns attend with a lay assistant ; in the evening 
the instruction is wholly given by the lay teacher. 

9 . (d '). — Within the last year gratuities were awarded for the answering of four senior 
monitresses and one junior; total amount, 5 l. 10 s. 

10. — The rules are faithfully observed. 

11. («). — There are two rooms measuring 40 ft. by 34 ft. each for the two advanced depart- 
ments. The infants’ school is 40 ft. by 21 ft., and, there is a large room about the same size 
for the industrial school ; accommodation very ample. 

11.(6). — Excellent. 

11 . ( c ). — This could not be ascertained; the school-rooms form a portion of the convent 
buildings. 

12 . — Supply abundant. There was a grant of apparatus made bv the Commissioners 
when the school was-organised ; the value of what was received from the apparatus depart- 
ment, and paid for at half-price, since 1860, amounts to 7 l. 5 s.; amount paid for requisites 
for same time (half-price), 28 l 15 s. 6 d. These payments made by the community. 

13 . — The school is principally attended by children drawn from the lower classes ; 20 get 
breakfast and dinner daily at the expense of the Member of Parliament for Drogheda 

( M'Cann, Esq.); 10 are similarly supplied at the expense of the community ; about 

200 get bread every morning, and about 100 get partial clothing. For clothing there was 
expended in the last year about 50/., and for food about 100 /., on the children attending 
the school. This has, no doubt, induced many to attend who would not- otherwise. 

14. — There is no lay female school in Drogheda under the National Board, and none . 
whose operation could i<e iu any way affected by the existence of this school. The Roll No. 
of this school (851) proves that it was among the first schools of any class taken into con- 
nection by the Board. 

15 . a. — I have visited very few of the ordinary girls’ schools in this district. Compared 
with those I have seen and with the ordinary girls’ schools in other localities, I would say: — 
Less efficient than in schools under first class teachers, or more aspiring teachers in second 
class. 

15 . B . — More attention given ; a special infant, department. In ordinary girls’ schools, 
infant children could not by any possibility receive a similar amount of care. 

15. c. — Nothing of any consequence accomplished here; not made a subject of special 
instruction. In very few of the ordinary girls’ schools are these branches taught with success. 

15. d. — I n former times this school was especially celebrated. At present great attention 
is bestowed on - the industrial training of all the pupils, and in this respect the school is 
vastly superior to nearly all the ordinary schools which I have recently visited. 

15 . e. — S uperior. 

15. f. — C onsidering the time devoted to this subject, and the character of the teachers ill 
a religious point of view, I think the amount of the instruction must be much greater than 
what is imparted in the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. g. — A s weil observed as in any school, so far as I can ascertain. 

15. H. — Greatly superior. 

15. i. — Better supplied than most schools. 

15. k. — T he attractive influence of the nuns themselves as religious teachers must influence 
the Homan Catholic section of the public. The destitute are attracted by the food and 
clothing. 

1860. I 1861. j 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 2 | 2 I 3 J 2 . . 

Incidental visits - No record, that I could find, of incidental visits ; 

they are very. seldom paid. 

17. — Reading generally noted as satisfactory; spelling, sometimes unsatisfactory, some- 
times improved ; arithmetic, and writing from dictation, usually referred to as “low” or 
“unsatisfactory,” sometimes as “tolerable.” Other subjects noted as “fair” or “satis- 
factory.” 

18. — This school was early connected with the Board of Education, and is the only* 
female school in the same parish, whether in Drogheda or out of it, receiving aid from the 
National Board. St. Mary’s is in a different parish; it has been comparatively recently 
established. In industrial education much celebrity was attained for skill in several descrip- 
tions of fancy work ;. large orders were supplied to the trade in London. At present, how- 
ever, 

* There is no other school in the parish, either male or female, receiving the Board’s aid. The male 
schools in the parish for Roman Catholics are conducted by Christian brothers. 

405. Y 
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ever, it is principally plain work thaLis attended to. I do not find that this school has been 
at any time remarkable for supplying' teachers for national schools. ^ One of the monitresses 
whose term has recently expired, has become a visiting governess. Tracing the records back, 
it appears that two other monitresses became governesses, and that four became national 
teachers. From a list of destinations of pupils supplied to me by the. superioress, I find that 
11 of those educated here went to France for the purpose of entering convents, 13 became 
dressmakers,, one a milliner, several are employed in the factories, some in shops, and some 
at service or assisting their parents at home. 



4 June 1864. 



(signed) 



William A. Hunter, Head Inspector. 
(Presbyterian.) 



County Louth, Roll No. 5387. 
Dundalk, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or. Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 31 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Vigne,. Convent of Mercy, Dundalk. 



of Pupils in 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the It ear 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels, j 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


862 

Average Age 


310 


•181 


62 


52 


49 




334 


5'4 


8-6 


11 


12-6 




7*8-1 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ).— Adequate. Eleven of the sisters are employed. 

I. (5).— Good in all respects. . 

2 --Fair The majority of senior class rfiade passable, answering in all branches; some 
in the middle draft were good ; others but middling. The junior school is composed of 
girls in first and second books, whose attendance fluctuates very much, and whose pro- 
ficiency, for their age, is, on that account, not good. 

3 present in the infant school, which appears to be very skilfully conducted. 

4 —About 50 per cent., and, of the entire number who have so left, 51-6 per cent, are 
marked off as “at home;” 20 4 have been apprenticed ; 23*5 are servants; and 4-5 have 

em £!Xll sing; but some 20 girls are proficients in music, and sing admirably in parts. 
Drawing is not taught at present. . . . , ,, . 

6 . _AI1 except those in infant school are taught sewing, to make and mend their own 
clothing, cut out, &c. The most advanced girls, learn the finer lands of work. 

7. — Verv satisfactory. 

8. For'half-ar.-hour daily ; and is, as far as I can learn, never omitted. 

9. (a).— Fair. , . . 

9 h \ — They teach passably, and some are satd to be very useful. 

9 . ( c < —They receive instruction before and after school hours ; and are allowed one 
hour and a-half during the general business, for their own improvement. 

9> (rf)._ Gratuities \vere awarded for three of the five seniors examined. Only one 
junior examined, who has srnce resigned from ill-health. 

10, — Satisfactory. „ . . , 

1 2 2 ( a ) — Fully adequate. There are two rooms, each 65 by 25 feet, and one 45 by 25 
feet. ’ In one of the large ro»ms set apart for the infants, there is a gallery 26 by 18 feet 

II. (b). — Excellent. , 7 T , .. , . ,, 

n> ( c ). The building alone cost, as I am informed, 2,000 /. I could not ascertain the 

^l^^The^ooms^re'iveu'supplied with maps, charts, ;fc c. From the beginning of I860 to 
this date, they have — 



Expended on requisites - 
•Ditto on apparatus - 



£. s. d. 
- 22 10 6 
29 8 4 
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13. — In their visits to the sick and destitute, the nuns are brought into communication 
with children who do not attend any school. Among the various excuses made, the want 
of clothing is most general. On their presenting themselves, and continuing regularly, they 
are supplied with good, substantial, plain clothing. This is renewed from time to time by 
way of premiums. &c. 

14. — So far as- I could learn, the conductors have no desire to interfere with pupils 
attending any existing national school for girls ; in fact, there is, and has been for years, 
such a school in the west end of the town, having an average of 60. I am not aware of 
any influence it has exerted on non-national schools. 

15. A. — Penmanship is better taught here, and in the other branches the proficiency of 
the pupils is equal to that in most of the ordinary schools. 

15. b. — The infant pupils assemble in large numbers, are well cared, and skilfully 
trained ; better than in the ordinary schools. 

15. c.— Far superior in music. 

15. d. — B etter than in the majority of the ordinary schools. 

■ 15. e., p. — Under both heads, this and similar schools excel, and hence I believe the 
reason why they are so largely attended, parents giving them the preference for the sake of 
the superior moral and rel gious training their children receive. 

i5. g. — The}' a rfe as carefully observed as in any ordinary school. 

15. h., i. — Better than in the majority. 

15. k. — T he nuns being in daily intercourse with the poor, and sick, administering to 
their spiritual and temporal wants, exercise a very attractive influence on these classes. 

More so than any ordinary teacher could. 

I 1860. 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - 2 2 2 2 

Incidental visits - — — - I — I — 

1?.— Favourable. 

18. — So far as I have been able to learn from inquiry, no other source of information * 
being open to me, the number of girls under instruction in this town was, comparatively 
speaking, very limited till the opening of this school. For years, it has commanded an 
average attendance of upwards of 300 pupils, and many poor girls, who, probably, but for 
.it, would have grown up in ignoran.ce and vice, have attained comfortable and respectable 
positions, some in this country, others in America and the colonies. The letters from some 
of these latter to the nuns are full of the most grateful acknowledgments. I know of but 
two young persons educated here who are now teachers; one is in charge of a national 
school in this district, and is a very attentive, good teacher; the- other is a visiting gover- 
ness, and during her course as paid momtress, was a very useful good assistant. 

There is a separate department for the children of the middle classes, in which they are 
taught music, French, &c., in addition to the usual branches of an English course. 

There is also a school on Sunday for the servant and labouring classes, in which they 
are taught reading, wri ling, the making up of shop bills, and letter writing, the last prin- 
cipally for those who may, perchance, have an opportunity of emigrating; these two 
departments receive no aid from the State. 

In all, the great object aimed at is. to give • a useful secular education, but, above all, a 
.-sound moral and leligious one. 

John Molloy, District Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Louth, Roll No. 8052. 

St. Mary’s Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 25 May 1864. — Manager, Very Rev. Thomas Mathews, Drogheda. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present i 


on Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


584 


295 


132 


69 


30 


5 


5 


241 


Average Age 






9-4 


7-4 


10-6 


15 ■ 


7-9 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — There are 11 of the “ sisters'” engaged more or less during school hours in the 
several departments. 

405. t t 2 " 1. (5). — Very 



* 
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1 . (b ). — Very satisfactory. 

2 . Very good ; children all well grounded in the several branches, so far as tlfey have 

progressed. 

3 . — The infant department is conducted with great ability and judgment. I h'e children 
are most carefully taught, and so anxious are the parents to have their little ones admitted, 
that several infants attend who can merely take part in the manual and marching exercises, 
literary progress, for the present, being almost out of the question. 

4 . — One-thirteenth of those on the rolls since April 1063, one-fifth of whom have been 
apprenticed; the remainder are employed in some way or other at home. 

5 . — Hullah’s system has not yet been introduced, but it shortly will. The children sing 
several pieces, and in parts, very sweetly; even the infants do so, and a few pupils play 
well on the piano, 

6. — Saiisfaclory. 

7. — Excellent. 

8. —Very good ; never for a day omitted. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9 . (0 ).— They are useful, and several have very good little classes. 

9- — They are taught for one hour in the morning, before general business begins, and 

have an hour and a-half for their own improvement during school hours. 

9. (d). — Satisfactory. 

10 . — They are observed with scrupulous exactness. 

11 . (a ). — Fully adequate. 

11 . (/,). — Excellent moms; neatly and comfortably fitted up in every way. 

11 . ( c ). I could not ascertain the amount expended on the rooms, &c. ; it must have 

been something considerable. 

12 . Amply supplied. Expense incurred since the beginning of 1861 : — 

£. s. d. 

For apparatus, &c. - - - - -12 19 

„ requisites, &c. - - - - -15 14 5 

£. 27 16 2 

13 . — On the day of my visit, I observed 25 children, in the infant school whose poverty 
was painfully evidenced by their wretched clothing. These, I found, had been recently 
admitted, and were, some of them, the children of professional beggars; others had lost 
one or both parents ; and all likely to become the pests of society if they had not been in- 
fluenced by these ladies, during their visits to the sick and the destitute, to attend their 
schools. I may add, there are many of the same classes attending who do not present the 
same squalid appearance, having been provided with some little clothing. 

14 . There are no schools of the class referred to within three or four miles of this. In 

some cases, parents who could afford to do so, have sent their daughters to get, as it were, 
some little finish here after having gone through the usual course of the ordinary national 
schools in their respective neighbourhoods. 

15 . a. — The pupils of schools conducted by some of the highly-classed teachers are 
more advanced in arithmetic; but that they are more accurate and ready calculators, or 
have a better knowledge of the rules which they have learned than those attending this 
convent school, 1 cannot admit; while the latter are at. least equal in grammar and geo- 
graphy, they are far superior in reading and penmanship to the former. The paucity of 
the numbers in the two senior classes is accounted for thus: the children having, generally 
speaking, passed through the infant school,' progress rapidly to sequels, by which time they 
have become fluent and intelligent readers, good writers, and tolerable calculators. The 
patents, unable to leave them longer at school, send them to work in the mills, to trades, &c. 

IS. b. — T here is scarcely any comparison ; for, as the nuns are unremitting in their care 
of and attention to these infant children, the same class in the ordinary schools are too often 
left to the exclusive care of monitors or advanced pupils. 

15. c., n.' — In these and the following, branches, the nuns excel. Only a few of 
our teachers, and these within the past three years, have paid any attention to music; and 
-except in a few good schools, every variety of excuse is tendered for the absence of work. 

15 . n., f. — H ere again I feel constrained to confess the inferiority of the ordinary 
schools, as might be expected. The nuns being, for the most part, ladies of position, and 
highly educated, must exercise immense influence over the children, which is evidenced by 
their modest, subdued manners in school and in public, and in their conduct towards strangers 
and each others ; and while no pains are spared in the inculcation of Christian principles, 
and observance of religious duties, &c., on their pupils l>\ the nuns, the ordinary teachers, I 
fear in too many cases, content themselves with superintending the teaching of a few chapters 
of catechism. 

15 G . — X no school are ihese rules observed more carefully. 

15. h. — Scarcely any ordinary school so good. 

15. i.— Few- so good as this. 

15 . K . — No ordinary teacher has, or at all events would avail herself 6f, the same opportu- 
nities as a Sister of Mercy to bring the children of the poor under instruction. The one is 

bound by her religious vows to do so ; the other has no such strong motive. 

1860. I 1801. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - 3 2 3 3 

Incidental visits - 2 — 4 1 

17. — Very favourable. 
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18 . Having;, in the previous part of this report, stated my opinion of the efficient manner 

in which the pupils are trained in the school, it may not he amiss to adduce some evidence 
as to the effects of this training when they are free from all control. I have had frequent 
opportunities of observing these 200 or 250 children dismissed ; they walk from the schools 
two-and-two, with the utmost order and regularity, the line being broken only by such 
as have reached their homes, or the streets leading thereto ; the remainder continue the ranks 
till they have reached their residences in the extreme suburbs. Is it- not clear from this, 
that the moral and religious influences to which these children are daily subject are making 
alasting impression, and that the modest, neat, and orderly habits in which they are being 
educated must ultimately have the most beneficial effect, not only on themselves, but on 
their friends and associates? 

This report would be incomplete if I did not call attention to another department. The 
nuns have an evening school, from seven to half-past eight o’clock, the first hour and a- 
quartcr being devoted to secular, and the rest to religious instruction. This school is 
attended almost exclusively by girls who are employed in a neighbouring factory from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. o’clock, except the usual intervals for breakfast and dinner. The average 
attendance is about 60. As a proof of the manner in which the school is worked, I shall 
mention only one circumstance which occurred at one of my recent inspections. About one- 
fouith of the entire number present were in thiid. class. The majority wrote well, and 
showed an acquaintance with the outlines of the map of the world; and without a single ex cep- 
lion, they read the lesson I selected with fluency and intelligence — -so much so, that, mycuriosity 
bi'ino- excited, I consulted the school records, and found that 12 of the 14, having grown up 
in complete ignoiance, had commenced the alphabet here a few years before. AH these 
airls are remarkable fi-r their punctuality and attention to their work, and their demeanour 
■ in public is characterised by strict propriety. 

(signed) John Molloy, District Inspector. 

28 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Mayo, Roll No. 5215. 

B allin a Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 6, 7, and 8 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. M. E. Dillon, Ballina. 



j 

Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 1 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


St quels. | 


Third Class. ^ 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


629 

Average Age 


273 


13b 




25 


10 


20 


222 


5-7 


9-2 

' 


11-5 


11-7 


13-5 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Three nuns, assisted by five senior paid moni tresses, are constantly engaged 
from 9.30 a.m. till 3.30 p.m., during five days of the week, in the girls’ school-room. Two 
nuns and five junior inonitressee are wholly occupied with the charge of the infants’ school. 
This I regard as an adequate teaching staff for 270 pupils. 

1 . (j). — The nuns are, as far as I can judge, ladies possessed of sound. literary attain- 
ments ; their method of teaching is good, while the discipline and general arrangements 
carried out under their instruction, give evidence of considerable skill in school organisa- 
tion. 

2. — The pupils of 5th, 4th, and 3d class have made satisfactory progress in every subject 
of their course, grammar excepted. But the pupils of sequel, -2d, and generally' speaking 
those in 1st class, are deficient in reading, spelling, and other elementary branches. 

3. — The infants receive special care and attention Irom skilled and experienced teachers, 
but the room set apart for their use is quite too small. The present arrangement, however, 
is only of a temporary character; as long as it continues, it must seriously hamper the 
efforts of the teachers to make their school thoroughly useful and efficient. 

4. — Of the gross number who permanently left school on or near the completion of their 
14th year, 42‘3 per cent, had not got beyond sequel division, whilst 57‘7 per cent, were 

405. Y 3 able 
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able to read in 3d or higher lesson books ; most of these latter were in 4th class, when they 
left school for good. 

5. — Drawing and other extra branches, except singing, are not taught. The singing. class • 
consists of 25 pupils- selected for their voice and taste for music. They receive instruction 
from 2 till 2.15. They sang some pieces very sweetly, and concluded with “God save the 
Queen,” in which most of the other pupils joined. 

6. — The nuns are-verv anxious to instruct their pupils in needlework, but owing to the 
poverty of most of the" parents, and the indifference „of others, comparatively few girls 
attending this convent school receive a. sound industrial education. I usually find that the 
very ignorant classes attach little or no value to plain work, which they neglect and de- 
spise They are, however, desirous to have their children taught embroidery, or any branch 
of fancy work, for which; some remuneration, however trifling, may be had. 

7 ... — A great reformation has been effected, through the persevering exertions of t he nuns, 
in the habits and manners of the poorer children ; but much still remains to be done before 
these latter can be got to appreciate at their just value, personal cleanliness, punctual habits, . 
>and a proper regard fur truth. . 

8. — Prayer from 10 till 10.5, and from 2.45 till 3. Catechetical instruction from 11.30 

till 12. These arrangements are scrupulously observed by the nuns in charge of the 
schools. ... 

9 . (a). — With two exceptions, the literary acquirements of the senior monitresses are 
rather superior to those of young persons filling a similar position in the ordinary national 
schools. 

9 . (b ). —The junior monitresses are excellent 4th or 5th class pupils; their acquirements 
are, therefore, above what the Commissioners’ rules demand. They, are punctual and 
attentive in the performance of their duties, but they lack the intelligence, taste for impart- 
ing instruction, and ability in questioning children, so essential to secure satisfactory results 
in all schools, but more especially in those attended by a large number of very young 
& children. 

9 . ( c ). — They receive one hour’s special instruction during 'five days in the week. 

9 . — Of the five senior monirresses, one only attended last annual examination, for 
the following reasons: two of them had been very recently appointed, and therefore not 
required by the rules of the Board to attend an examination. One of them' was unwell and 
unable to present herself for examination, whilst the fifth had completed her fourth year’s 
service before the last annual examinaiion of paid monitresses was held. The nuns received 
a gratuity for the special instruction and satisfactory answering of Mary M‘NuIty, the only 
one of tlieir monitresses who was examined last year. All the junior monitresses acquitted 
themselyes satisfactorily. 

10 . — The Boards rules are faithfully observed by the conductors of this school. 

11 . (a). — 'l'lie total available school space amounts to 2,550 square feet, which, assuming 
the average- attendance at 270 pupils, gives 9 4 square feet for each pupil, or nearly 3£ square 
feet beyond what the Board’s rules exact. 

11. igf— The girls’ school-room is all that can be desired as regards healthiness, con- 
venience, light, ventilation, &c. The reverse is, however, the case in the infants’ school-room. 
The inconvenience is, however, only temporary, as new and spacious school -apartments for 
the infants’ use are in progress of erection. 

11. (f ).— About 400 l. 

12 . — Both schoolrooms are abundantly supplied with maps, charts, apparatus, and other 
requisites. Nearly 30 l. have been expended during the past three years in providing them. 

13 . — It has been the means of bringing under instruction. many children of the poorer 
classes, who would otherwise never think of attending school. The nuns during their fre- 
quent visits to i he dwellings of the poor, impress on the latter a sense of the benefits of 
education, and from the feeling of respect and veneration in which they are held, their 
advice and entreaties on the subject are listened to with an amount of attention which the 
ordinary national teachers could not be expected to secure. In seasons of distress, the 
poorest children get a little food at the school, and this inducement is very operative in 
securing the ai tendance of such children. 

14 . — There is no other girls’ national school in Ballina or its immediate vicinity, but a 
majority of the female teachers within a circuit of ten miles around the town, received their 
education in this convent school. Many of them are now very efficient instructors, and 
although some of them are persons of humble literary attainments, they are all highly 
qualified as far as character and moral principles are concerned. Their schools 1 are, in point 
of neatness and order, generally speaking, superior to those in charge of female teachers 
-who never attended a convent school. 

15 . A , — There are only six ordinary girls’ schools connected with the Board, in the Ballina 
district. In none of them is the general course of instruction so thorough practical and 
efficient as rn this convent school. 

15 . b. — T his is the most favourable feature in this convent school. No attempt has been 
made in the ordinary national schools to secure special instruction and separate training for 
the infant pupils, most of tf'hom, owing to this cause, make but slight progress during the 
' first year they attend school. 

15. c. — Music, drawing, and other extra branches are not taught in any of the ordinary 
national schools in this district, but, as already stated, singing has been taught with a fair 
share of success in this convent school. 

15. D. — There 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WITH THE BOARD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 171 



15. d. — T here are, I believe, few convent schools in which so liitle has been accom- 
plished in the way of industrial instruction, as in Ballina' Convent School. I have endea- 
voured to explain the cause of this in answering Query 6. It is rny duty to add, that the 
teachers instructed by the nuns, and now in charge of national schools, have greatly contri- 
buted to introduce needlework amongst their pupils. In the ordinary national schools, 
needlework is comparatively speaking neglected. 

15. e. — The moral training is superior to that which I witnessed in the ordinary national 
schools of the district. 

15. f.— With the exception of morning and evening prayer, the religious instruction is 
practically the same as that given in other national schools under Catholic teachers and 
Catholic managers. I have no doubt, however, that the religious instruction imparted by 
the members of a religious community, makes a much stronger impression on childrens’ 
minds than the same instruction does when given by secular teachers, 

15. g. — The Board’s rules have been honourably and faithfully observed, same as . in the 
other ordinary national schools in the Ballina district. 

15. h., i. — Quite superior in . all these respects to the other national schools m 
Ballina district. 

15. k. — T he nuns belong to the order of Sisters of Mercy, and, by their rules, are 
required to visit the sick, the poor, and the dying. The performance of these duties endears 
them to the people, and gains for them an influence over the poorer clases which no other 
section of the community can hope to secure. This influence the nuns turn to good account 
by inducing ignorant and reckless parents to send their children to school,- but so great is 
the apathy and carelessness of the poorer classes in Ballina, that even the labours and 
entreaties of the nuns have been only partially successful in bringing the poorest and most 
neglected children within the influence of education and moral training. 



16. — Inspections - - - - - 2. 

Incidental visits - - - - | l 

' ' . I , 

17. — Favourable in many respects, but he reports that the junior classes have not made 
adequate proficiency, bearing in mind the respective periods of the pupils’ attendance. 

18. — This convent school consistsof two distinct apartments, oneof which (being extremely 
spacious, well lighted, and ventilated), is set apart for the pupils of second and higher 
classes. The second is used as an infant school, bm owing to the large attendance, the 
accommodation is inadequate, and the lighting and ventilation very imperfect. New schools 
are, however, in progress of erection, so that these defects will soon be permanently removed. 
I shall briefly summarise the results of my examination of the children attendino- both, 
schools, by stating that, the proficiency of the pupils belonging to the senior division was, 
on the whole, creditable. I might add, perhaps, that their penmanship was, in some cases, 
too small and too angular, and iheir knowledge of grammar meagre and superficial. The 
children of the junior division (by which I understand sequel, second, and first class), 
acquitted themselves very poorly. They read and spelled badly, and when questioned on 
the subject-matter of their lesson, they answered in a vague careless way, without, in the 
least, thinking cf the nature of the questions ptoposed, and without troubling themselves to 
look for the required information in the pages of their lesson books. These serious delects 
are the result of leaving the junior classes chiefly in the hands of the paid monitiesses, who 
are only partially qualified for so important a duty. They are, indeed, fair scholars, but 
they are slow and inanimate, and they do not. exhibit much aptitude for imparting instruction. 

I quite believe their dull listless manner reacts with injurious influence upon the minds of 
the young children whom they have been appointed to instruct. This observation applies' 
to the whole of the sequel and second class, but only to a portion of ihe first class, as some 
of the children belonging to it are among the most intelligent of their class I have met with 
for a long time past. 1 believe fully 90 per cent, of the total number of females of a 
school-going age in Ballina are on the rolls of this convent school. They never attended' 
any other school, and, as most of them belong to the most destitute families, they would, 
but for the timelv exertions of the nuns, have been i;eared’ up in ignorance, in a disregard 
for truth, and in habits .destructive of personal neatness and cleanliness. It is no exagge- 
ration to state that many hundred wretched children of this class have, through the operation 
of this school, been rescued from confirmed ignorance and permanent degradation. The 
habits of order, neatness, punctuality, and a strict adherence to truth, cannot fail to make 
lasting impressions for good on the minds of these hitherto neglected creatures. It is, 
however, to be regretted that industrial training has not been more extensively employed as 
a means of improving their habits and bettering their social position. In conclusion, I have 

, to obsetve that the features which mainly distinguish this school from ordinary national 
schools may be thus briefly described : Superior moral and religious training ; greater 
influence of the nuns over the minds of children; the latti r, in fact, look up"fl them as 
friends rather than teachers ; the excellent arrangements for training and instructing the 
infant pupils ; and lastly, the circumstance that no other teachers in the district have trained 
so many young persons for the office of school keeper. 



8 June 1864. 



(signed) 



J. G. Fleming, Head Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 



405. 
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County Mayo, Roll No. 7173. 

Swineford Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 25 and 26 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Martyn, Convent, Swineford. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year J863. 


Number 
of Pupils iu 
Average 
Attemiance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. \ 


Sequels. J 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


548 


179 


,8 


23 


11 


9 


7 


128 


Average Age 


- - - 


7 


9-2 


11 


11-4 


15 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — More than sufficient; five teachers, occasionally six, together with moni- 
tresses. 

1. (b).— Some of- them have evidently received a first-class education, and are highly 
accomplished ; one, who joined the community last year, had been a teacher of the highest 
grade in the Board’s service. Their method of teaching, judged by that of the monitors 
whom they have instructed, is skilful, and a minute examination of the several details of 
their mode of conducting the school has shown me that they possess a very respectable 
knowledge of the art of school-keeping. 

2. — My acquaintance with this school dates from October 1862. The state of profi- 

ciency of the junior classes I found unsatisfactory in 1862, little improved at first inspec- 
tion in 1863, satisfactory since latter period. The answering of the senior classes at my 
several examinations of them, has been generally up to prescribed standard, or above it. 
Judged by rate of progress of pupils, this school was in a very backward state in 1862, 
fairly efficient in 1863. f 

3. — The lowest division of this school is organized as an infant school, and the peculiar 
advantages of that system of organization are fairly realized. The instruction imparted 
to the infants I regard as sufficient and suitable. The progress of these little ones was, 
however, extremely slow in 1862. In 1863, a sufficient number of promotions took place 
in the infants’ division. 

4. — Of 28 pupils who are ascertained to have finally given up attending school since 
January 1862, 13, or over 46 per cent., had reached the third or fourth class. 

5. — A large class have a fair acquaintance with the theory of vocal music ; all the pupils 
sing simple melodies in a very pleasing manner at the several changes of lessons. Three 
of the children present on this occasion I have heard play on the pianoforte ; and a class of 
four or five, whom I examined in French, have made some progress in the grammar, and 
in the translation of easy narratives in that language. 

6. — In the highest degree satisfactory, whether regard be bad to the number of pupils 
instructed in industrial branches, or to the quality and description of the work. 

7. — Cleanliness of pupils in person and apparel, their ready obedience to those placed 
over them, their demeanour modest and orderly, their candour and truthfulness. Only 
one desirable result apparently has the system of moral training failed to attain : the pupils 
are wanting in punctuality ; but for this defect, a reasonable ground of indulgence may 
be found in the circumstances of too, many of the parents. 

8. — Religious instruction takes place the first five days of the week, from 12 o’clock to 
12.5, is resumed at 2.30, and closes at 3, and on Saturdays from 11 to 12 o’clock. Only 
on one occasion have I observed any departure from the specified arrangements for reli- 
gious instruction ; a Roman Catholic hymn was being sung during the time of secular 
instruction, but on my drawing attention to this irregularity, it was at once rectified, and 
an assurance given that the singing of the hymn in question had been directed by one 
of the younger nuns, inexperienced in the rules of the school. 

9. (a ). — Of various degrees of merit. These of one below, of three about equal to, of 
one somewhat above, the average acquirements of monitors of their standing. 

9. (5). — From the improvement that has been made in the classes, in the instruction of 
which they principally assist, I am of opinion that, for the past- twelvemonths or there- 
abouts, they have been very useful junior teachers. 

9. (c). — An hour on Saturday, and an hour and a-half on each of the other days of the 
week are devoted to the special instruction of them. The subject of the morning lesson 

on 
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on Friday is methods of teaching. Exercises, which are subsequently revised by the teachers, 
are written frequently by the monitors at home and at school, on the several subjects of 
the monitor’s course. 

9. ( r /). — Indifferent from the first examination attended by any of them, that of 1859, 
up to the examination of 1863, except in the case of one monitress, the daughter of the 
teacher of the Swineford Male National School. She was the only monitress of this 
school for the instruction of whom a gratuity was awarded, until the latter year, when 
a small gratuity was given in the case of another monitress. 

10. — They liave, on the whole, faithfully observed them since I received charge of the 
district, and I find only one instance of violation of these rules recorded against the con- 
ductors of this school by any of my predecessors. The school, as National, was opened 
in 1856. 

11. (a ). — Accommodation insufficient ; floor space for 126 only; average attendance for 
year ended 31st March 1863, 173. 

11. ( b ). — Satisfactory in all respects. 

11. (c). — About 126 l. 

12. — A globe, 21 wall-maps of various sizes, seven black boards, three easels, an educa- 

tional cabinet, and a numerous collection of plates, illustrating various subjects in science 
and art. Cost of the entire, 15 l. Os. 2 d. - 

13. — There are at present belonging to the school at least a dozen children who, were 
it not for the existence of this Convent School, would not be likely to attend school at all. 
When three of these destitute little ones were presented for admission, such was their 
wretched condition as to clean linen, that until the nuns had performed for them good 
offices of a very loathsome character, they could not be received amongst the pupils of the 
school. 

14. — From what I have been able to learn on this subject, it appears that the lay teacher 
of the Swineford Female National School was provided by the.manager, Very Rev. B. 
Durcan, with a situation elsewhere, in order that the Female National School of the town 
might be placed in charge of the Sisters of Mercy, who had for some time previously conducted 
a private school in Swineford. The lay Female Infants’ National School afterwards es- 
tablished seems to have fallen by its inefficiency. On the latter ground, and on that of 
insufficient attendance, salary was withdrawn by the Commissioners. 

15. a. — Classifying the best Female National Schools of the district, according to state of 
proficiency and rate of progress of pupils, it is my opinion that the highest place being 
assigned to the female schools that are taught with a remarkable degree of success, this 
Convent School stood in the third rank in 1862, and in the second, in 1863. 

15. b. — It is now the best school in the district in this respect. _ It is the only school in 
the district in which, so far as I am aware, there is any organization specially adapted to 
infant education. 

15. c . — I know of no other school in the district in which French is taught, or in which 
vocal or instrumental music is taught so successfully. 

15. D. — Equalled, perhaps, in this respect by one girls’ school ; surpassed by none. 

15. E. — In the careful inculcation of moral principles, and in the visible effects of such 
inculcation on the habits and manners of the pupils, this school is equalled by very few, if 
any, of the lay female schools of the district. 

15. e. — I am not aware of any lay female school in the district which equals this Convent 
School in point of attention to this most important subject. 

15. o. — This school may be placed amongst the girls’ schools of the district in which 
these rules are fairly observed. 

15 h. — A s regards quality of accommodation, superior to all the lay female schools in 
the district, with one or two exceptions ; as regards extent of floor space in relation to 
average attendance, inferior to all, with one exception, in 1863. In 1862, however, the 
floor space was sufficient for the average attendance of pupils. 

15. i. — In this respect it stands at the head of the female schools of the district. 

15. k. — I know of no other female school in this district, so attractive in this way ; nor 
would any lay teacher perform for the children of the poor, offices such as those referred 
to in reply to query 13, of this Report. 

1860. 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - 3 3 2|3 

Incidental visits - 1 1 I ~ j 3 

There was no inspector in this district in the middle term of 1862. 

17. — As to state of proficiency, generally speaking, unfavourable, from the first inspec- 

tion of the school which took place in July 1857, to the last inspection in 1859; rather 
favourable in 1860, 1861, and 1862 ; decidedly favourable on the whole, since 1862. As 
to discipline, state of - building, supply of requisites, &c., the observations have been 
generally very favourable. . 

18. — I am of opinion that this Convent School has contributed to the spread ot education 
in the district ; that is, I believe that the number of children who receive some amount of 
education, has been increased by it ; in as much as many of the children of the destitute 
who would scarcely ever have found their way into a lay National School, are here in- 
structed. In another way, too, this Convent School may have contributed to the extension 
of education. I have been credibly informed, that previously to the establishment of this 
school, the peasantry of the neighbourhood had generally allowed their children to grow 

405. Z »P 
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up in utter ignorance, so far as secular knowledge is concerned. The children of this class 
have for a number of years largely attended the school ; but whether this effect is entirely 
attributable to the attractive influence of the school, or is partly due to the operation of 
other causes, I am unable to determine. As to the effect of this Convent School on 
National education, I am convinced that, in common with schools of its class, it has had a 
share in preventing or lessening hostility, if not in producing attachment to the National 
system, amongst the Catholic clergy, and the higher ranks of the Catholic laity, who 
regard Convent Schools as, not only morally and religiously, but also intellectually, the best 
possible schools for females ; but I don’t believe that it has contributed either to advance 
or to injure the cause of National education amongst these classes of the community whose 
children attend the school. These people form their estimate of the merits and defects 
of the school from considerations quite independent of its connexion with the National 
Board of Education, and mainly from the effect of the school on the education of their 

children. , . _ ^ „ . . , 

(signed) Z>. J. Roaniree, Acting Inspector. 

4 June 1864. (Homan Catholic.) 



County Meath, Boll No. 883. 

Navan Girls’, No. 1, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Loretto. 



Visited 25 May, 1864.- Manager, Rev. P. Blake, Navan. 



Total 

N umber of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


| Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. | 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


574 

Average Age 


226 


97 


47 


37 


14 


12 


207 


5-3 


8-1 


9-6 


11-7 


14 1 


7-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1 (a) —Sufficient. Four nuns regularly in the school, two of whom have been trained 
teachers' and classed respectively I.* and III * Two lay assistants, paid by convent, one 
of whom is trained and classed III. 2 Two paid monitors in first year ; four other monitors, 
paid by convent; one 31. a year, and each of the others 1 1. a year; besides a class of 12 

unpaid mon^orsjirement, met ] 10( | an( j skill satisfactory. School organized in J anuary 1859, 
by Miss M‘Cormac, on the bipartite system, which is still adhered to. 

2 Fair. During 1863 there were promoted from I. to II. Book, 42 ; from II. to Sequel 1., 

33 ■' from Sequel I. to 8.*, 12 ; from Sequel to III. Book, 7 ; from III. to IV. Book, 8 ; 
from IV. to V. Book, 5 ; in all, 107. Of these, 24 were made m first quarter, 22 m 

second, 7 in third, and 58 in fourth quarter. 

3 This is committed, in a separate room, provided with a gallery, to the care ot a lay 

teacher, paid by the nuns, and trained specially for the infants’ school, in Central estab- 
lishment, during 1854. 

4.— Sixty-seven boys struck off rolls during 1863, went to the boys school. Out ot 
166* girls struck off the roll during the year, 19 were in III. Class, 8 m IV. Class, and 
13 in V. Class ; in all 40, or about 24 per cent, of girls who left with a satisfactory degree 

°^5. C Neither music, drawing, nor other extra branches taught The pupils sing together 

while milking changes of classes, but do not learn music scientincally. 

5 About 80 per cent, of the girls in attendance are engaged daily from 10 to 11 o clock 

at plain needlework, knitting, netting, Berlin work, artificial flowers, & c. Their pro- 
ficiency in this department has always been satisfactory. 

7.— The satisfactory results of the moral training they receive are said to be apparent 

throug^ rom ^ 12 0 > c i oc k on Saturdays, and from 12 to 12£ and 2£ to 3 o’clock on other 
days are the times set apart for religious instruction. I hav every reason to believe that 
this arrangement is punctually adhered to. _ In most of the girls’ schools in the district 
exactly the same times are given to religious instruction. 
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9. (a ). — Both monitors were appointed in 1863. Their acquirements are quite up to the 
standard of monitors in their first year of office. 

9. (b ). — They are diligent and attentive, and give promise of turning out good 
teachers. 

9. (c). — They are specially taught by one of the nuns from 9 to 10 o’clock every morning, 
and 3 to 3.30 in the evenings. 

9. ( d ). — They have not yet passed their first year’s examination. 

10. — I believe them to be faithfully observed. So much confidence is there upon this 
head, that there are six children of the Established Church on the rolls, and four of these 
were present on the day of my visit. These children leave the school-room durino- times 
of reli gious instruction. 

11. (a). — Sufficient to accommodate 320, and the average daily attendance in 1863 only 
amounted to 226. 

11. (b ). — Very good in the girls school-room; but rather confined in the infants’ depart- 
ment. 

11. (c). — £. 100 originally granted by the Board towards the erection of a house, which 
was used as a school up to February 1853. The nuns have expended beyond 400/. on 
the present girls’ school-room. The infants’ school-room given gratuitously by late Duke 
of Bedford. 

12. — A full supply of maps, charts, requisites, &c. 19/. 5 s. 9d. expended durino- 1863 in 
providing books, apparatus, and school requisites. 

13. — The school being open for gratuitous instruction, and upwards of 100 of the girls 
attending having been presented free with portions of necessary clothing during the course 
of the past year, has induced several of the cliildren of the very poor to attend, who, 
wanting these inducements, would most probably grow up without attending any 
school. 

14. — There are no lay female schools in the town, nor within school-going distance, to be 
affected. In 1853 another Convent School, under the Sisters of Mercy, was established 
in Navan, and although the latter school has been going on ever since successfully, the 
attendance at this school has not diminished, but increased. 

15. A.— From the large proportion of infants on the rolls of this school, the numbers of 
promotions (107) from class to class during the year 1863, are not as high in proportion 
to the average daily attendance (226) as in most of the ordinary girls’ schools in the 
district. 

15. B. — There being two lay teachers (one of them trained) specially for this depart- 
ment, the infants are better taught than in the ordinary girls’ schools, where the same 
teacher has charge of both infants and adults. 

15. C. — Neither music, drawing, nor other extra branches taught. Children have learned 
to sing a few airs by ear, during the changes of classes. 

15. D. — This school has a decided advantage over ordinary girls’ schools, by having 
always on hand a good supply of work materials. 

15. E. — This is the subject, above all others, about which the nuns are most anxious and 
devoted, and from the special pains taken to promote moral training, I am satisfied that it 
is more successfully inculcated here than in the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. E. — The time is almost identical in all the schools ; but the attention devoted to this 
subject by the nuns, taking into account its importance, is more satisfactory and fruitful of 
results than in case of the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. G. — The Board’s rules are as w r ell observed as in the ordinary girls’ schools, and I 
am assured by the nuns that they are very exacton this point. 

15. H. — Much better than in the generality of ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. i. — Much better supplied, the nuns providing necessary funds for the purchase of 
them. 

15. K. — Roman Catholic parents prefer to send their children to a Convent School, and 
some of the Protestant parents send their children to this school, because they expect them 
to receive a better education than in any of the Protestant schools established in the 
tow'n. 

| 1860. 1 1861. j 1862. 

16. — Inspections - I 3 I 3 3 

Incidental visits - j 1 | 1 | — 

17. — Pertinent to the exact state of each class, and, on the whole, affording evidences of 
progress at each visit. 

18. — During the past 14 years, 12 girls, who received their education at this school, have 
been appointed teachers of ordinary National Schools. Six of these are at present teaching 
in this district, and are considered honest, useful, and efficient teachers. 

28 May 1864. (signed) Eugene A. Conwell, District Inspector. 

(Roman Catholic.) 




405. 



County 
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County Meath, Roll No. 7472. 

Navan Girls’, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 27 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. Blake, Navan. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. i 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


Fiist Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


366 


169 


97 


65 


27 


11 


21 


224 


Average Age 


5-7 


8'2 


10-8 


12-7 


14-3 


8-3 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Ample: six nuns constantly in the school, of whom two were trained teachers, 
classed respectively II. 1 & III. 1 One workmistress, and three paid monitresses, besides a 
class of 12 unpaid voluntary monitors, six of whom get 5 s. a quarter as encouragement 
from the nuns. 

1. (5). — Acquirements and method satisfactory. One of the Board’s organizers. Miss 
M‘ Cor mac, organized this school in February 1859, on the bipartite system, which is still 
carried out. 

2. — Fair, considering the fluctuating attendance of very poor children, and the large 
proportion of the pupils who are mere infants. During 1863, 12 were promoted from 
I. to II. Book ; nine from II. to Sequel ; six from Sequel to III. ; and five from III. to 
IV. Book. Of these, two were promoted in the first quarter ; 20 in the second ; three 
in the third ; and seven in the fourth quarter. 

3. — Satisfactory : being left in the exclusive charge of one of the nuns, who was trained 
in the Central Model School in 1861. 

4. — Out of 125 pupils struck off the Rolls of the school during 1863, 13 were 
from III. class, and 12 from IV. class; that is about 20 per cent, of those who left during 
the year had attained a fair degree of education. 

5. — All the pupils have been practised over the first 16 sheets of Hullah’s vocal 
music; and 17 of the more grown girls are learning to play on the harmonium; draw- 
ing, or other extra branches not taught. 

6. — About 70 per cent, of the girls in attendance daily, are engaged for an hour daily 
in plain needlework, shirt making, knitting, and various kinds of fancy work. Many 
of the girls who got their industrial education here, are now making a decent livelihood 
by making shirts, &c. for shops. 

7. — Improved habits and manners have been very manifest among a class of girls who, 
before the establishment of this school in October 1853, were not accustomed to go to any 
school. 

8. — From 10 to 12 o’clock on Saturdays, and from 12 to 12|, and 2 A to 3 o’clock on 
other week days, are the periods set apart for religious instruction. These specified 
arrangements are faithfully observed. 

9. (a). — One in his fourth year of office, and two in their first year ; acquirements in 
each case up to the standard laid down. 

9. (5). — They have given satisfaction hitherto, and are likely to become useful teachers. 

9. (c). — They are taught by two of the nuns from 9 to 10 o’clock, a.m., and from 

to 4 o’clock, p.m., every week day. 

9. ( d ). — Only one has yet passed her annual examinations which, on the whole, were 
satisfactory. 

10. — Faithfully observed : I have myself heard the lady superior, at the head of this 
convent, give strict instructions that all the Board’s Rules should be adhered to ; and as 
an evidence of public confidence in this respect, four children belonging to the Established 
Church, from the Earl of Mayo’s gatehouse, a distance of upwards of two miles, attend the 
school, with the knowledge and approbation of his lordship’s family. 

11. (a). — Satisfactory: sufficient for 300 pupils, while the average daily attendance for 
the past year has only amounted to 169. 

11. (5). — Quite satisfactory. 

11. (c). — Since 
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11. (c). — Since 1st May, 1861, the lady superior has expended on this school 
300 1. 5 s. 4 d. at the cost of the Convent. 

12. — Ample supply of maps, charts. See. Eleven large maps, one set of Hullah’s music 
■sheets; 178 charts and prints of natural history, &c.; 13 l. 4 s. 10| d. expended during 
1863 in purchase of books, &c. for pupils. 

13. — From thirty to fifty children get breakfast ever morning, and nearly one half of 
the pupils get clothing gratuitously. These inducements have been the means of bring- 
ing 90 per cent, of the pupils to this school, who would, otherwise, probably, attend no 
school at all, and grow up in ignorance and vice. 

14. — It has not affected, in any way, the attendance at any female school, there being 
none within a school going circle. Moreover since the establishment of this school in 
1853, the attendance at the other Convent School in the town has not only not been 
injuriously affected, but has actually improved. 

15. A. — From want of punctuality of attendance, and the large number of mere infants 
on the rolls, the promotions (32), as compared with the average daily attendance (169), 
for the year 1863, are not as numerous as in a well-conducted ordinary girls’ school ; nor 
would the state of the proficiency of the classes warrant a larger number of promotions. 

15. B. — Better than it could be in any ordinary school of infant and adult children, 
being confined to one of the nuns, formerly a very successful teacher of an infants’ school. 

15. C. — Music, both vocal and instrumental, better taught than is usually the case in 
ordinary schools ; neither drawing nor other extra branches taught. 

15. D. — An abundant supply of work materials always on hand, which gives an advan- 
tage in favour of this school. About 14 l. have been earned by the girls in the advanced 
classes dui-ing the year 1863, and fourteen girls have got situations, owing to the industrial 
training received here. 

15. E. — Infinitely better, being the chief point to which the efforts of the nuns are 
directed. 

15. F. — The time for religious instruction is the same as in many of the ordinary 
National Schools, and is considered sufficient. The attention paid to this subject is pro- 
portioned to its importance, and the results have necessarily given satisfaction. 

15. G-. — I am quite sure the Rules are honestly observed, same as in the ordinary girls’ 
schools. 

15. H. — Better than in many of the ordinary schools. 

15. I. — As the nuns provide the necessary funds for the purchase of educational appa- 
ratus, &c., a much better supply is kept up than in the ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. K. — Gratuitous food and clothing, and the Sisters of Mercy visiting the homes of 
the poor, and relieving them in sickness and distress, have caused many children to attend 
this school, who in all probability would not have attended an ordinary girls’ school. 



■ 1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - - 3 


3 


3 


Incidental visits - - 1 




2 



17. — Pertinent to the exact state of each class at every inspection. On the whole not 
unfavourable, though greater progress was expected at some of my visits. 

18. — From recent arrangements and redistribution of the teaching power, I am satisfied 
that this school will soon be found to be in a much more efficient state than it ever has 
been. In the year 1860, the lady superior expended 285 l. 16 s. on the erection of a 
“ House of Mercy” for the training of servants, adjoining the school, and into which, as a 
reward for good conduct, &c., some of the poorer pupils of the school have been promoted 
and provided for. It was opened in May 1862, and has since received 100 girls, from 
whom the nuns have been able to recommend 75 to situations. 

(signed) Eugene A. Conwell, District Inspector. 

28 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



405. 



County 
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County Monaghan, Roll No. 359. 
Monaghan Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of St. Louis. 
Visited 25 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. P. Clifford, Monaghan. 



Total 

Number ot 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tbe Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


I First Class. 


Second Class. ; 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 
. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


. 

Total. 


265 


89 


107 


20 


• 


* 


3 


144 


Average Age 


| 


10 


10 


j 

11 


13 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— Sufficient. It consists of five members of the Community, one lay assistant 
(employed by the Community), two senior monitors, one junior monitor, and one work- 

™ i. (5).— The literary acquirements do not appear to be defective. The school has been 
recently organized by one of the Board officers, and the conductors continue to carry nut 
very successfully the organization and methods of teaching then introduced, all of which 
are of superior character. . . . , 

2. — The instruction at present given is efficient. As regards the time past, the results 
■of "the instruction have been very limited; for it was only recently that suitable school- 
rooms were provided, and suitable apparatus and organization introduced. 

3. They are treated in a manner kindly and affectionate, and yet sufficiently firm to 

reduce them to discipline and obedience. They appear to be cheerful and fond of school, 
and attentive to the instruction. The character of the instruction is suited to the 
capacities of the children. ' . , 

4. — For reasons already referred to, and which will be explained at more length here- 

after, the school has not up to the present produced many pupils of advanced literary 
proficiency. . ,, , 

5. — Drawing is not taught. Music is successfully taught : the great mass of the pupils 

sing very correctly by ear, and have acquired numerous songs of a cheerful and suitable 
character: while many pupils are acquiring some knowledge of musical notation and 
learning to sing at sight. . , . . . . , , . ~ 

6. — Very good. Plain sewing receives great attention, all the girls being taught it for 
some time each day. A few are taught embroidery. 

7. — Excellent. 'There can be no doubt that the school is exercising a most wholesome 
influence in this respect, the pupils being trained to habits of order and punctuality, 
obedience and respect to superiors, and love and forbearance towards each other. 

8. — Religious instruction is given at the close of general instruction on alternate days, 
the total amount of time given weekly being 2i hours. There is also prayer for a few 
minutes before the commencement of business each day and after its close. Those 
arrangements are duly notified. 

9. (a). — Quite sufficient, 

9. (/>). — They appear to teach efficiently, and to be fully equal to the services expected 
from them. 

9. (e). — They receive special instruction for one hour before school assembles eaefi day. 

9. ( d ). — Two of them have not yet attended an annual examination, the dates of their 
appointments being recent. The third answered so well at. the examination held in the 
year 1863 as to entitle the conductors of the school to a special gratuity. 

10. — The rules of the Board appear to be faithfully observed. ^ 

11. (a ). — The accommodation is ample, there being nearly 1,500 square feet of floor 

space in the three school-rooms ; thus allowing six square feet for each pupil. There is 
accommodation for 250. . , , 

11 (j), — Jn every respect, the school-rooms and premises are suitable, healthy, and 
conveniently situated. .... , 

11. (c).— About 250/. were expended, besides the expense of purchasing the site and 
some portion of the building and the building materials on the site. 

12. — The supply is ample. The maps and charts and apparatus were nearly all pre- 
sented by the Commissioners as free stock. A sufficient supply of books, stationery, 
and work materials is purchased from time to time by the conductors ; sold to pupils who 
can afford to pay, and given gratuitously to the poorer children. The yearly expenditure 
in gratuitous distribution is about 6 /. 

b 13. — There 
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13. — There can be no doubt that very many children of the poorer classes who would 
not otherwise attend school are brought under instruction by the special attractions 
exerted by this school. In their visits to the poor, the nuns find those children, and invite 
them to school ; they give them books and clothing, and sometimes food, and their manner 
towards their pupils is marked by so much affection as to create a strong sympathy 
between the parents and pupils on the one side, and the teachers on the other. 

14. — In the year 1859 a school, called the Latlorcan Female National School, was 
transferred from the charge of lay teachers to the Community who conduct this school. 
The Latlorcan School was situated in the suburbs of the town, and the nuns subsequently 
removed their school into new buildings in the town, changing the name to that now 
used. Thus the Latlorcan Girls’ School ceased to exist. There was no other female lay- 
school for the poor existing in the neighbourhood ; but the Monaghan Model National 
School has been since opened, and the female department is well attended and in a very 
flourishing condition. 

15. — In this district there are only eight ordinary girls’ National Schools, out of a total 
of 114 schools in operation. 

15. A. — Seven of the eight female schools in this district are much inferior to the 
Convent School as to the efficiency of the general course of instruction. 

15. B. — No special attention is paid to the care of infant pupils, as such, in any of the 
girls’ schools of the district. 

15. c. — Neither music or drawing is taught in any of the female lay schools. 

15. D. — The industrial instruction given in the Convent School is superior in point of 
quality and: extent, and there is always an abundant supply of materials, which is not the 
case in lay schools. 

15. E. — The moral training is superior in the Convent School, as may be expected from 
the fact that the Community devote their time almost -exclusively to the religious and 
moral improvement of the poor. 

15. E. — The amount of time given to religious instruction in the Convent School is not 
greater than that devoted in lay schools ; but I am told by clergymen that the quality of 
the instruction is sounder and more adapted to the capacities of the learner. The Com- 
munity also seem to impart it with more zeal and devotedness. 

15. G. — Equally observed in Convent as in lay schools. 

15. H. — The school-room accommodation in the Convent School is better than in any lay 
school. The school-rooms are better constructed and maintained ; the premises and 
offices are more suitable. 

15. i. — It may be said to be ample only in the case of the Convent School; for this is 
the only school that has had the benefit of organization, free stock of apparatus, &c. 

15. k. — T he Convent School exerts influences that lay schools cannot command, and is, 
therefore, more successful in bringing children of the poor under instruction. 



1 6 . — Inspection 






1 


1860. 

3 


I 1861. 
3 


! 1862. 1 
3 


1863. 

3 


Incidental visits 




- 


- 1 


_ 




i 


9 



I am unable to give the number of incidental visits paid during the years 1860-1-2. 
There is no record in my possession, and the report-book of the school for those years has 
been mislaid. 

17. — Unfavorable up to the year 1863, and favourable since, the reasons for which are 
stated below. 

18. — This Convent School was first established in the year 1859, by the transfer of the 
Latlorcan Female National School from the care of lay teachers to that of the religious 
Community. From the year 1859 to the beginning of the year 1863 it existed under the 
name of Latlorcan Female School ; was situated about half a mile from the town, and 
about the same distance from the convent. In the beginning of 1863 new premises, 
which had been in preparation on the convent grounds, were completed, and the nuns 
transferred the school thereto, altering the name to the more suitable one now used, and 
closing up permanently the girls’ school at Latlorcan. During the time of its existence 
at Latlorcan the reports of the Inspectors on the state of the Convent School were un- 
favourable. The amount of instruction appears to have been insufficient, the method 
pursued inferior, the attendance of pupils irregular, and the school altogether working 
badly. These defects were attributable to a want of skill and experience on the part of 
ladies in charge, and to the inconvenient situation of the school — inconvenient alike to 
pupils and teachers. When the school was transferred to new premises in the year 1863, 
the services of an organizing mistress were procured from the Board ; and during her 
stay, extending over two or three months, the school assumed an air of order, .system, and 
efficiency that has since been maintained; the ladies conducting it have improved in 
skill ; the teaching staff has been increased ; and there is every prospect of permanent 
efficiency for the future. The effects of the Convent School on education throughout the 
district are yet to be produced. Hitherto it has aided the work of education very little, 
having produced no candidate teachers, and having only very recently become a model of 
system and order that other teachers might study with advantage. 

(signed) John Dowling, 

District Inspector, Second Class. 

30 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 

405. z 4 Queen’s 
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Queen’s County, Roll No. 3626. 
Abbeyleix Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Bridge tines. 
Visited 2 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. T. Nolan, Abbeyleix. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the year 1863. 


of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

tbe year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and ! 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


174 


83 


47 


20 


10 


6 


3 


■ 


Average Age 


4-7 


9 


11 


12-5 


12 


7-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Six professed nuns teach daily from 9.30 to 3 ; adequate. 

I. (6). — One, medium. Two, medium ; not intellectual. Three, pupils quiet and orderly, 
but not much attempt made as to school discipline or organization. 

— Such as might be expected from a teacher classed in second class. 

3. — Kind and attentive ; the instruction rather mechanical. Pupils cheerful, but not 
very intelligent. 

4. — Eighty-seven have been removed into the third and fourth classes since 1st January 
1860. Of those over 134 years of age who have left, 49 are at home, seven are servants, 
one is a teacher in a National School ; five are teachers, five emigrated. 

5. — Singing is taught with a fair share of success ; no drawing. 

6. — Of the 67 pupils who left school as above, 10 could “ cut out,” and all could make 
dresses. 

7. — The general appearance of the pupils, their good manners in school and in the town, 
show that they have benefited by the good example shown them in school. 

8. — Pour days, 2 to 3 o’clock ; two days, 9.30 to 12 o’clock. Daily, 12 to 12.5, Roman 
Catholic catechism, Roman Catholic prayers and exercises — adhered to. 

9. (a ). — Very low. 

9. (6). — Chiefly useful in keeping of order and attending to junior pupils. 

9. (c). — One hour’s extra instruction by nuns ; two hours’ instruction in class in school 
home lessons. 

9. (d). — Unsatisfactory ; 1863 two were reprimanded and one dismissed for bad answer- 
ing ; this department has since then improved; 

10. — Good. 

II. (a ). — Adequate ; rooms (two) for 200 pupils. 

11. ( b ). — Excellent. 

11. (c).— £.210. 

12. — £. 40. 

13. — Out of 206 pupils now on the rolls, 70 pupils live in Abbeyleix town, 136 pupils 
live from one to two miles from the school. 

14. — In 1842, when this school was established, it drew off all the pupils from a female 
National School, and from a lay benefit school. Those schools have ceased to exist. There 
are not any National Female Schools within three miles ; I do not consider that any steps 
have been taken, further than the establishing this school by parish priest. 

15. a. — Below the lay schools in every particular of literary instruction, except in 
penmanship. 

15. b. — Superior to lay schools. 

15. C. — None given in any lay school in the district. 

15. D. — Superior to lay schools. 

15. E. — Undoubtedly the nuns exercise a greater moral control over the pupils and a 
more lasting one. 

15. f. — N uns being teachers of religion, I presume their course of instruction is superior. 

15. G. — Equal. 

15. n. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. k. — I consider that the poorer children come to the school more readily than to lay 
schools, especially as their poverty is, to an extent, concealed by white bibs provided by 
the nuns, and their hunger partially appeased by bread given daily to the poorer children. 

16. — Inspections 
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16.— Inspections - 








1860. 

3 


1861. 

3 


1862. 

3 


1863. 

3 


Incidental visits - 




- 




- 


- 


1 


2 



17. — 1860, fair. 1861, fair. 1862, medium; referred to reading, &c. 1863, very fair; 
referred to intellectual teaching and back lessons. 

18. — This school is looked upon by all parties as a denominational school, and is, and 
always has been, attended solely by Roman Catholic pupils. The nuns have a benefit 
school as well as a national school, hence the education of Roman Catholic pupils has not 
suffered in the town, and, as there is a large Protestant population, these could if they 
chose get up a lay national school. But neither nuns, priests, or Roman Catholic laity 
will move in the matter. Of course, as long as the nuns remain in connexion with the 
National Board, the Roman Catholic population will have increased confidence in the 
impartiality of the national school system. 

I cheerfully bear testimony to the cordial co-operation I at all times have met from 
the ladies of this convent, which I inspected so far back as 1847. 

(signed) C. Graham, 

9 June 1864. First Class District Inspector 

(Established Church). 



Queen’s County, Roll No. 7,442. 
Borris-in-Ossory Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Loretto Nuns. 
Visited 3 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. T. Birch, Borris-in-Ossory. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. , Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


126 


54 


14 


16 


■ 


' 3 

: 


34 


Average Age - 


5-4 


9-7 


11 


i 

16-3 [ 


8-5 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Quite insufficient. 

I. (b). — Fair; rather too gentle and deficient in energy; unsystematic teacher, and 
knows very little of organization, but most anxious and attentive. 

2- Very low. .1 found the school in 1863 under an incompetent teacher; I asked for 
a change, and got it. I tried to get two nuns in school and failed till now. Another nun 
will now be told off for school. 

8- — No infant school; teaching of juniors is unskilful. 

4 - — About 350 pupils attended since 1st January 1860 ; 40 pupils attained third and 
fourth classes in four years; 13 of these leftover 14 years; one monitress ; three emi- 
grated ; 12 are at home; 16 left finally, aged under 14 years. 

5. — No music. Grant of material for drawing was made, but as yet only three draw. 

6. — Medium ; no great result can be stated. 

7* — Pupils ran riot up to 1864; they are not as yet disciplined. 

8* Roman Catholic pupils daily, 12 to 12.5 o’clock, religious exercise; 2£ to 3 o’clock, 
catechism. Protestant pupils. Established Church, 12 to 1 o’clock on Friday, in Court- 
house, by their own pastor. 

9. (a). — Unsatisfactory. 

9. (5). — Almost useless as regards literary instruction, but efficient as regards work. 

9. (c). — One hour daily. Instruction limited. 

9. (cl). — Unsatisfactory. Severely admonished in 1863 by Commissioners on bad 
answering. 

10. - — Neglected in important particulars up to 1863. These omissions not deemed by 
me wilful, and cheerfully and promptly remedied by the nuns. 

II. (a). — Accommodation for 104 pupils. 

11. (b ). — Very fair. Room rather dull and cheerless. 

11. (c). — About 150/., convent funds. 

12. — £.6. 

405 - A a 13. — None. 
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13 Rone. The attendance in the lay schools superseded by this one in 1.859 was 

52 on the average, with 104 on rolls. • . , , ,, ,, 

14 —This school in 1859 superseded the flay female national school ; since then there 
has not been any lay female schools within. four miles; the -consequence has been that 
Protestant and Roman Catholic pupils must either. attend this, nuns school .or do without 
education. I found five Established Church pupils present on this day. Of 133 pupils 
now on rolls, 71 are from the village, 23 within one mile, 27 over. one mile, and 12 over 

two males. The parish priest was the agent in this case. 

15. a.— Below the lay schools in every particular. I only .found seven writing on 
paper. 

15. B. — No infant. school. 

15. c.— None. 

15, p. — Hardly equal to the lay schools. 

15 ,' e— N ot in any respect above .the lay schools, and not equal to some. 

15. x?. — I cannot give any opinion on this head. 

15. G. — Not superior, if equal. 

15. H. — Superior. 



15. i.— Equal to. . . A . , , 

15. ik.- -N one as yet, judging by attendance formerly at lay school. 

10Cn 1 1861. 1 



16. — Inspections. . - 
Incidental visits 



1860. 

3 

1 



1862. 



1863. 

2 



17* i860, pretty good ; Mr. Gillie. 1861, low ; Mr. Porter. 1862, low ; Mr. Porter. 

1863, low ; Mr. Graham. . . . , , 

18 —The establishment of this school m a small village may, m the long run, be bene- 
ficial' to Roman Catholics, but must prove most injurious to the few members of the Pro- 
testant, communion, and is therefore, I humbly conceive, opposed to the principle of the 
grant for National Education. I believe that few, if any, will he found to assert that a 
convent school, no matter how fairly conducted, is a fit or a safe place for a Protestant 
child ; yet here a lay mixed school has been superseded to endow a denominational one, 
leaving the minority without redress. , 

(signed) C. Graham, 

9 June 1864. ' First Class Dktnot Jmepeotor 

(Established Church). 



Queen’s County, Roll No. 902. 
COOTE-STREET CONVENT NATIONAL SCHOOL. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of St. Bridget. 
Visited 27 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. James Dunne, Moantratli. 
Vested School, Bond 1833. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of’Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


I First Class. 


Second Class, 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


277 


119 


37 


27 


14 


8 


* 


91 


Average Age - 


5-5 


.7-3 


10 


1 2-1 


.15-8 


7'9 



Answers to Queries. 

1, f a ). — -'Unsatisfactory ; inspector’s suggestions not attended to on this head. 

1. (b ). — Unsatisfactory ; discipline and order very bad;, no attempt at organization.. 

2 —Most unsatisfactory. Mr. Porter examined 59 pupils in arithmetic, senior section, 
and only two could work substruction. I examined on arithmetic; and out of the whole 
school only five girls could subtract '7,056—987. 

3. — No infant school ; but junior classes much neglected. . 

4. — Out of 1,060 pupils on register since 1856, the cause of removal is stated, m LO- 

cases, as “ non-attendance.” The nuns inform me that 36 girls, over 14 years, have let 
since 1st January 1860: — 4 as monitresses, 2 apprenticed, 5 servants, and 5 emigrated. 
No attempt made to train up young persons as teachers. None 
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5. — None. 

6 — The needlework is fair, but I cannot ascertain as to results. 

7. — The girls, on the different days of my visit, were noisy, and seemingly quite care- 
less of reproof. 

8. — Prayers and religious exercises, catechism, &c., daily, 12 to 12.5, 2 to 2.30, anci 
Saturday, 10 to 12. Rules, I believe, observed. 

9. (a). — Unsatisfactory. 

9. (b ). — Have no control over pupils. Listless manner: 

9. (c). — Special ; daily, 9 to 10 o’clock. “ Home Lessons” performed in an unsatisfac- 
tory manner. 

9. (d).— Most unsatisfactory ; one dismissed, and three reprimanded in 1863 ; and nuns 
desired by special letter from Commissioners to pay more attention in future. 

10. — Unsatisfactory ; violation of rule persisted in ; benefit school struck off by Com- 
missioners, in consequence, in 1863. The rules now, I think, obeyed. 

11. (a). — Rooms for 140 pupils; but shape of room and, until lately,. arrangements of 
furniture impeded change of classes. 

1 1 . (b). — Fair, except as to out-offices, which I believe to be in an unsatisfactory state. 

11. (c). — £.73 from Commissioners of National Education; 50 1. from local! sources. 

12 . — £. 10 . 

13. — There are: 400 inhabited houses in this village ; population, 1,800 Roman Catholics. 
Many of the pupils come from the country. There is no school for the Roman Catholic 
poor within two miles ; I therefore infer that many do not come to school at all, and when 
a pupil does leave school, the teacher informs me that no inquiry is : made as to her future 
destination, &c. 

14. — None. There is a female national school in Mountrath, attended only by Protes- 
tants, highly endowed by Sir C. Coote. There are two female national schools, in a circuit 
of two miles, well attended and efficiently conducted. The nuns have not, so far as I can 
learn attempted to influence: attendance from them to their own school. 

15. a. — Below the lay schools in every particular, except in penmanship, in which 
they are equal ; but in other respects they are twice as good as this school. This- could 
not be otherwise where only one mm is in constant attendance, and where the. junior' 
class (infants’ first, class) is taught by pupils of sequel class, and this “class is not 
taught by any nun, but is examined two or three times a week by one young, lady 
(unprofessed).” 

15. Bi — Unsatisfactory. 

15. c. — None. 

15. D: — This branch is fairly taught to the senior section. Out of 91 present, only 50 
were returned to me as learning to sew. 

15. E. — Lay schools far superior. 

15. F.— I am not in a position to give any opinion on this head. 

15. G. — Not so good as lay schools. I found Christian Brothers’ books in use on more 
than one occasion. I did not find attention paid to my remarks and suggestions. 

15. H.. — Equal. 

15. I. — Inferior. 

15. K. — I consider the poor better taught in the neighboux-ing female National schools. 
Soixp is given daily to the poor, the offal of a monks’ boarding-school. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1 1863.. 

3 3 3 2 

1' I 1 

17. — 1860. “ Deficient, arithmetic, penmanship, explanation.” — Mr. Gillie. 

1861. “ Fair.” — Mr. Gillie. 

1862. “Deficient, arithmetic. Below prograxume in arithmetic, grammar, geo- 

graphy. Out of 59 examined, omy two worked simple subtraction.” — 

Mr. Porter. 

1863. “Deficient, arithmetic. School discipline defective. Teaching power too 

limited ; too much left to monitresses.” — Mr. Graham. 

18. — I cannot see that this school has done much for education. Heretofore, I fear the 
benefit school attaclxed to the convent has absorbed the principal teaching power, and I 
have not found a disposition on the part of these ladies to co-operate. The lady who has 
charge of the school, I feel bound to say, does her best, but she is overworked, and 
requires skill in organization, and also in mode of imparting instruction. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



9 June 1864. 



(signed) C. Graham, 

First-class District Inspector 

(Established Church). 
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Queen’s County, Roll No. 1950. 
Maryborough Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 

Visited 6 and 7 June 1864.— Manager, Very Rev. W. Taylor, p.p., Maryborough. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
A verage 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, 


Sequels. I 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


422 


182 


61 


24 


36 


10 


14 


145 


Average Age 


6:1 


9Y 


10-6 


10- 1 


12'2 


8-2 



Answers to Queries. 



1. ( a ). — Nine nuns, adequate. I found eight nuns in school (one being ill), six moni- 
tresses, and one workmistress ; these latter paid by Commissioners. 

1. (£). First, fair. Second, not very intellectual; wants method and skill. Third, 

discipline very fair. 

2. — Very fair. Arithmetic rather poor, and tendency to over-class pupils. 

3. — Excellent. . . 

4. — Four hundred and sixty-eight distinct individual pupils were on rolls since 1st 
January 1860 ; of these, 70 attained to third class, and 83 to fourth class. Left school- 
in third and fourth classes, over 14 years old : in third class, 30 ; fourth class, 38 : total, 
68. Teachers, national, 8 ; teachers, convent (England), 2 ; pupil-teachers, ditto, 6 ; 
monitresses, 3 ; teachers, 19; emigrated, 10; servants,. 6; at home, 14. 

5. — Music (Hullah), very fairly taught, by a professional man. Drawing not taught. . 

6. — Satisfactory. I found 80 sewing, and 50 knitting ; the specimens shown of pupils’ 
work were excellent. 

7. — Pupils quiet and orderly, and respectful in their demeanour. 

8. — Daily, from 9.25 to 9.30, prayer; from 11.15 to 12.5 and from 2.45 to 3, catechism 
and religious exercise. Observed strictly. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. (5). — Very fair. 

9. (c). — One hour special, daily. Home lessons. 

9. ( d ). — Fair. 

10. — Good. 

11. (a). — Two hundred and sixty-six pupils. 

11. (Z>). — Fair. 

11. (c). — About 350 L, convent funds. 

12. — £. 40. 

13. There are 2,300 pupils in this the county town ; there is no male or female national 

schools within four miles of the town, except one small mixed school, 2\ miles out ; hence, 
no doubt, many Roman Catholic females only occasionally attend school, and some do not 
come at all. . 

14. _ This convent school has been in operation since 1824. There never was a national 

female lay school in or near Maryborough. Of this I hear the fruits are evident. The 
nuns have not, I presume, anything to say to establishing lay schools ; the Roman Catholic 
clergy and laity will not do so, and, if the Protestants did, the Roman Catholic pupils 
would not be permitted to attend. . . . 

15. a. — The general percentage on the answering, as compared with that m the lay schools, 
is very low, especially in grammar, geography, arithmetic, and dictation ; this is caused 
partly by the large number of children in the infant school, and partly by the mistake 
which has been made in over-classifying the pupils, and in neglect of repetitions. 

15. B . — Very good : a good, cheerful infant school. 

15. c.— Superior. None in lay schools. 

15. D. — Superior. The material is purchased in Dublin, and when made up, after 
deducting first cost, the amount for which article sells is given to the pupil who worked it. 

15. E . — Very good ; rather superior to lay schools. 

15. f.— I presume it is much superior. These ladies are specially intended for the 
religious education of the poor. . 

15 G. — v cry 
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15. G. — Very good; equal to any, and superior to some. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. I. — Superior. 

15. K. — Clothes are given to the poor, and about 35 get bread daily ; and their kindly 
manner to the children is evident. ^ 





1860. 1 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - - - - | 


3 


3 


3 


Incidental visits - 




2 


1 



17- — 1860. Good; Mr. Gilli . 1861. Good; Messrs. Gillie and Porter. 1862. Fair- 

Mr. Porter. 1863. Fair; Mr. Porter. 1863. Good; Mr. Graham. 

18. — It cannot be denied that, if this school had not been in Maryborough, but that 
many national lay female schools would have been established, and would, in all proba- 
bility, have been mixed schools. However, this school has done good ; for, apart from the 
pupils which it has educated, the Roman Catholic people naturally say, and will say, that 
the system which is good and safe enough for the nuns, ought to be equally good and 
safe for the lay schools. The Protestants, again, cannot complain of exclusive education 
for if they want a National School they can easily get one up. 

(signed) C. Graham, 

9 June 1864. First class District Inspector 

(Established Church). 



Queen’s County, Roll No. 7183. 



Mountmellick Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 

Visited 30 and 31 May 1864.— Manager, Rev. Andrew M e Donald, Mountmellick. 



Total 

N umber of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present 


on Days of Special Inspection : 


in 


Year 1863. 


First Class. 


- 

Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


360 


1-14 


73 


41 


37 


15 


21 


187 


-Average Age 




6-1 


9-2 


10-8 


10-6 


14-8 


9-3 



1. (a).— Adequate; seven nuns teach daily all school hours, and five senior paid 
omtresses. ' 



1. (5). — Good. 

2. — Good. 

3. — Excellent. More singing in marching exercises desirable. 

fu Janua * 7 , 18 , 60 ’ 188 P upi ! s have atta!ned t0 third andfourth classes. Of those 

ninJ f « of a S e ) who left school, 3 became national teachers; religious teachers in 
convent, &c., 5 ; governesses, 8 ; dressmakers, 24 ; shops, 3 ; at home, 49 

scW S1C and drawmg are fairly taught ’ and t0 a fair number of pupils. No results in 

breaThwl? - 859 ’ 2 °° pupiIs have left sch ° o1 fu % competent to earn their 

oreaxi by their needle ; 100 became servants, and 45 emigrated 

observabk oonduot, and great propriety 

Booi 11-16 t0 12-5; 0n Tuesll! *y- 10 t0 12 - 3 °i 8triotl y observed. 

9- (J).— Good! 

n" / ')' hours daily : special instruction and home lessons well attended to. 

\a). — batisiactory. 

tions offm-ed^ 611 *' ^ ad ^ eS C0 '°P era t e with inspectors, and cheerfully adopt all sugges- 

A 3 11. (a). — Room 
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11. (fl). — Boom for 162 pupils. 

11. (J).— 1 Good. 

11. ( c ). — £. 350 out of convent funds. 

12; — 'About 5 l. per-annum; 

13. There are 2,500 Roman Catholic inhabitants in’ this town. About 400’ pupils 

attend the schools. There is no doubt that more poor attend this excellent school than 
would attend four, lay national schools if established in Mountmellick. 

14. This school superseded the lay female national school in 1854 ; that, school had an 

aveuao-e of about 70 pupils, and the nuns bear cheerful testimony, to the intelligence of 
the pupils handed over to them from it. The establishment of this nuns’ school, of itself, 
barred all opposition ; girls come from other parishes and lodge in the town to attend 
here. There are not any national female schools, within three miles to compete,, and 
Rrotestants have a Church education school in the town . 

15. A . — This school- is, in many particulars, far superior to the lay schools The large 
number of infants tends to lower the relative percentages. 

15. B.— Superior. 

15.. C. — Superior. 

15.- X). — Superior. 

15. E.— Superior. . . ..... 

15 . f. — N o doubt superior, especially when the intelligence of the pupils- is taken into 
account. 

15. G . — Equal to any, superior to some. 

15. it. — Superior. 



Wi I. — Superior. 

15. K. — Superior. 

16. — Inspections - 



Clothes and food also supplied. 







1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


_ 


- 


3 


2 


3 


- 




7 


3 


3 



1863. 

2 

2 



17. — All very good. . . 

18. The friendly feelings which these good ladies manifest towards the national system 

and its officers cannot but tell strongly in favour of principles which can be adapted to all 
shades of religious opinion. These ladies, by the management of this school, show that 
a nuns’ school can be carried on in perfect accordance with the rules of the Com- 
missioners, that a good secular education can be imparted, and yet that the most perfect 
liberty is accorded to them to carry out their religious observance. 

This school was organized in the present year. 

(signed) C. Graham, 

q June 1864. First Class District Inspector 

(Establishedi'Ckurch)’. 



Queen’s County, Roll No. 6497. 
Stradbally Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Presentation Order. 



Visited 25 and, 30 May,, and 2 and 5 June 1864; — 'Manager, Rev. Dr. Magee, Stradbally. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 1 
on. Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days' of Special Inspection in 


First Glass. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class, j 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes.- 


Total. 


368 

Average Age 


184 


105 


29 


37 


17 


8 


196 


5-7 


111 


12-8 


11 -8- 


12 





Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — Sufficient. There are four nuns always engaged teaching in this school ; they 
are aided by four senior monitresses. , . ... 

1. (j). — Nuns not being liable to examination, I could only judge inferentially of their 

acquirements. 
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acquirements. They received a liberal education, being members of respectable and some 
of them of very high families ; this would at once be seen from their manner and address. 
Their method of teaching is pretty good ; organizing skill good. The school was regu- 
larly organized, and they thoroughly carry out the scheme laid down by the organizers 'for 
their guidance. 

.2. — Satisfactory. 

3. — Very satisfactory. They treat the infant pupils with great tenderness, and soon 
win them to complete obedience. The pupils are prompt and regular in obeying • -any 
signal made to them, to rise from their seats, return to them, or to march, on which occa- 
sions they join in singing. 

4. — Since January 1860 there were struck off the register 15 pupils of 14 years of age 
and upwards. Eleven of these, or 73 ‘4 per cent., were reading Third or Fourth Book, and 
learning to parse and do- simple proportion or practice, when they ceased to attend; four, 
or 26 '6 per cent., did not get further than Sequel Reading Book and the simple arith- 
metical rules, but they only attended at intervals, and some of them for only a few months. 
They could, not be proficient in any school or under any teachers. 

5. — The instruction in vocal music is effective ; some of the girls sing remarkably well 
in unison. Drawing is- not taught, nor any other extra branch, in the national school. 

6. — The resnlts'in this branch are highly satisfactory. The nuns are aided by a work- 
mistress, who receives 10 1. per annum from the Board. The instruction is given in a 
room set apart ■ for the pupils who attend specially to this branch, and to the ordinary 
pupils in the ordinary school-room. In 1862 the sales of wrought materials .amounted to 
617 12 s. 8 d., and to 307 1. 11s. 4 d. in 1863. The sales were made chiefly in England. 
The net profit was distributed amongst the pupils. 

7. — Judging by their personal neatness and tidiness, and their modest demeanour in the 
school and in the street, or on the. road going to or from school, I think the results must 
be most satisfactory. In all these respects the teaching of the nuns is enforced .by 
example. However, it is only those who know them in their homes or live in their 
neighbourhood that can positively express an opinion on this point. 

8. — Religious instruction is given, on Saturday and on other days, from 11.15 to 12.5, 
and from .2.45 to .3 o’clock. This arrangement is set forth on the time-table, and punc- 
tually observed. The instruction -is given earnestly and effectively. On Saturday very 
few pupils attend. 

9. (a). — Two of them answered badly at the last annual examination,; one answered 
very well; the .rest -were since appointed. They are going on well, and there is every 
likelihood that they will- distinguish themselves. 

9. (5). — One of them is very efficient, two fairly so, and the rest middling and improv- 
ing. They are all better in this respect than their acquirements, as tested by examina- 
tion, would lead, me to .expect. 

9. (c). — They receive special instruction every day, from 9 .to 10 o’clock, and are taught 
besides along with their class. The nuns watch their method of teaching, and correct 
defects. 

9. (d). — Except in the case of one of the three originally appointed, the -results were 
unfavourable. They were .the best qualified that could be found when they were 
appointed, but they did not realise the hopes that had been entertained of them. They 
were very poor, ancl in consequence could not prepare their lessons properly at home. 
But for their appointment, they could not have continued at school so long; and finally 
the worst of them, at the close of their fourth year, will be very superior in their acquire- 
ments to any pupils of their class and condition in life, whilst, tire last will be able to earn 
support as teachers in one capacity or another. 

10. — They are faithfully observed. 

11. (a). — Quite satisfactory. One room .is 40 by .20 feet; the. infants’ room is 2.5 by 20 
feet, and has a good gallery; the work-room is. 20 by 15 feet. They affoi’d accommoda- 
tion for 266 pupils. 

11. (5). — Out-offices middling ; sewerage only middling. They are so situated as . not 
to affect the healthiness of the school-rooms, which are lofty , .excellently lighted and ven- 
tilated, plastered, and ceiled. 

11. (c). — Over 250 1. 

12. — The charts, apparatus, and some of the maps were given as a free , stock by the 
Board ; the maps, purchased at reduced price, cost about 1 1. 10.?. The ordinary supply 
of slates, paper, pencils, ink, and books costs about 2 1. per annum ; in other words, the 
nims^lve.2/. worth of ordinary school requisites to children unable .to pay. for .them. 

13. — The nuns give some food and some clothing to a great number of .children who 
attend the infants’ school, who otherwise would not or could not attend in consequence -of 
extreme poverty, and would be running through the streets idle, and in danger of con- 
tracting vicious habits. Such children would not go ,to any school at all without such 
inducements. "When parents see that their children are so treated,, and: are taught besides 
good habits and to learn to read, they are glad to send their , children ; and it is well, for 
the children at least, that such is. the case. It frequently happens also that parents send 
their children, when arrived at from 12 to 16 or 17 yeai-s of age, whose education pre- 
viously was wholly neglected, to this school, “ to learn to read their prayer-book.” Suph 
children, most. probably, would. not be -sent at all.to any other : school ; but they make an 
effort to send them to the nuns, veiy often from a distance of four miles. Without a 

4:05. A A 4 tedious 
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tedious inquiry it would be difficult to speak positively and accurately on this subject, and 
the few cases that may be adduced may not legitimately warrant general conclusions. 

14. — Luggacurren female national school, six Irish miles distant, is the nearest female 
national school to this. That school could not be much, if at all, affected by the opera- 
tion of this. Possibly a few grown-up girls from the localities midway between the two 
schools, or who may be nearest Luggacurren, may be attracted to this by the superior 
reputation of nunnery schools. There is no record of any female schools having been 
established within the circuit I have mentioned, except the “ Incorporated Society’s 
Female School ” in Stradbally (which was conducted on sectarian principles, and conse- 
quently fell after a short struggle), and a female school at Tiinahoe. The absence of female 
national schools, or of any female schools except the one mentioned, cannot therefore be 
attributed to the influence of this school. Before its establishment there was a female 
school in Stradbally, which I believe was a national school : but it was given up, as a 
preliminary to the establishment of this school, by its patrons and manager, who preferred 
a nunnery school. There is a mixed school at Loughtagne, three statute miles from 
Stradbally. Girls from its immediate vicinity, when they attain a moderate proficiency, 
go to the Stradbally convent school. As the schools are so near, I visited Loughtagne 
national school, to get information on this point ; and the teacher, Mr. Condron, a respec- 
table man, told me that neither the nuns nor anyone else had made any efforts or used any 
influence to induce those girls to leave his school and go to the nunnery. They did so, in 
fact, from their own choice, or rather their parents thought the nunnery school better for 
them when they had arrived at an age to enable them to appreciate and profit by the 
instruction of nuns, not only in secular but religious subjects. I believed firmly that this 
was the fact ; but I made the inquiry in this one case as a test, and that I might be in a 
condition to speak positively and on evidence. 

There was a female national school in Timahoe, which is four Irish miles'from Strad- 
bally, for some years previous, and up to 1857. Mr. Condron, before mentioned, was in 
1857 appointed the teacher of Timahoe male school. He found difficulty in getting 
lodgings, and therefore was about to resign ; but the manager, the late Rev. G. F. Hume, 
who was till his death manager also of Stradbally female (nunnery) school, broke up the 
female school, which was not well attended, committed the female and male pupils to his 
tuition, and gave him the school-room (till then used by the females) as a residence. I got 
this information from Condron himself, who expressed his persuasion that the change was 
made in the interests of Timahoe school, and without any reference to the interests of 
Stradbally convent school. 

Some female pupils, the more advanced in age, go to the convent school from the neigh- 
bourhood of Timahoe national school, now a mixed school ; also from the neighbourhood 
of the Vicarstown (mixed) national school, four miles distant ; of Heath national school 
(mixed), five miles; of Bally adams national school (mixed), five miles; of Rock national 
school (mixed), 3 £ miles ; and probably of Luggacurren female national school, six Irish 
miles distant. Few girls go from any of these localities. They go voluntarily, and with- 
out direct or indirect solicitation or influence of any kind, and because they and their 
parents are persuaded it is for their advantage to go. The schools enumerated, except 
Heath and Rock schools, are in my district ; and I never heard a complaint from the 
teachers either of influence being used to bring the girls to Stradbally convent, or. of the 
fact of their going — so natural is it thought that girls of a certain age would prefer that 
school. 

There can be no doubt, then, that this convent school has obtained its position solely by 
legitimate means — by the attraction that a convent school naturally and necessarily exer- 
cises upon parents, and over girls old enough to understand what is advantageous and 
useful to them. 

15. a. — It is superior to all in the general course ; but there are six female schools in 
the district (which, however, are long established) in which the pupils are more proficient 
in arithmetic and grammar than are the pupils of this school. 

15. E. — Much superior ; aud necessarily so, because on the principle of the division of 
labour, without even supposing the existence of superior ability, infants must be better 
minded, cared, and trained to order, discipline, and obedience, in a school where there is 
an apartment specially set apart for them, and where they are taught by a teacher or 
■teachers specially devoted to their instruction and management. 

15. C. — Superior in music to all other schools in which music is at all taught, and they 
are very few. In such schools the teaching of music is an accident ; in a convent school 
it is a fixity, an invariable principle. No other extra branch taught in this school. , 

15. D. — In this branch the school is pre-eminent ; no lay female school in the district 
can bear any comparison to it. 

15. E. — Superior, from the fact that this point is a speciality with nuns, the chief object 
to which their life is devoted. 

15. F. — Superior, for the reason just stated. I give both answers without any disparage- 
ment to, or depreciation of, the ordinary lay national schools of the district on either point. 

15. G. — All alike on this head. 

15. H. — Superior to most, and only equal to some. 

15. I. — Superior to most, equal to some. 

15. K. — Superior to all. This school is a kind of home to poor children ; only for it 
many poor children who attend it, especially those in the town of Stradbally, would not 
be at school at all. 

16. — Inspections 
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16. — Inspections 


. 




1860. 

2 


1861. 

2 


1862. 

2 


Incidental visits 


' 




2 


1 


4 



17. — All favourable. Some suggesting improvements in writing and arithmetic. 

18. — This convent school was established first in 1852. The nuns who then conducted 
it removed to Maryboro’ Convent, except one. The present superioress and the other 
nuns, with the exception referred to, took charge of it in 1852. The school under the 
former community was not held where it is now, and I believe the school accommodation 
was inadequate. The present nuns suffered disadvantages from the same cause, in the 
present establishment, up to 1862, when they succeeded by great efforts, aided by people 
in the town and neighbourhood, of all religious denominations, in getting their school- 
rooms finished, fitted up and furnished respectably, adequately, and comfortably, as they 
are at present. The convent may be, therefore, said to be in its infancy ; and from the 
difficulties it had to encounter, it has not yet attained that position as an educational 
establishment which the community, now with fair means to be successful, aims at. Before 
their establishment here, female education was not made an object of great solicitude ; 
and the effects of this have not yet been remedied, many people not taking care to make 
their children, even those grown up, attend regularly or for a sufficient period. These 
obstacles and impediments are being combatted, and are undergoing diminution ; but it is 
difficult to remedy the faults and defects committed by generations. This convent school 
is working effectually in this struggle, and its labours will, before long, be successful. 
Five of the children taught in it are now employed as governesses in different parts of the 
country ; they could not get appointments in national schools, for want of vacancies. It 
is creating a taste, a love, for education — literary, industrious, and religious. Vocal 
music is becoming a fashion, a habit ; personal tidiness a rule and a principle. Thus 
every element that goes to form a sound education is at work in this school. Morality and 
religion are taught without sectarianism ; brotherly love and obedience to authority are 
inculcated. To do so much is itself a success — it is national education ; and, as a conse- 
quence, this school is exercising great influence, which will be greater from year to year, 
on education as conducted on the system of the National Board. The nuns have a pension 
school, which is attended by girls whose parents are able and willing to give them a 
superior education. Many children are drafted into this from the national school-rooms. 
Besides the ordinary English course, they are taught French, and vocal and instrumental 
music. Thus a want is supplied in the education of females which many regret cannot be 
supplied in or in connexion with ordinary male national schools in such a town as Strad- 
bally — the link between elementary and collegiate education. 

(signed) Michael Coyle, District Inspector. 

7 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Roscommon, Roll No. 7238. 
Roscommon Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 27 May, and 6 & 7 June, 1864.— Manageress, Mrs. Harnett, Roscommon. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tlie Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. ! 

1 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


1 

Third Class. 


^ Fourth and 
| Higher Classes. 


Total. 


645 


243 j 


151 


62 


55 


14 


16 


298 


Average Age - - - ■ 


6-3 


9-5 


11 


131 


15-2 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There is a teacher, that is a member of the sisterhood, for every 24 pupils. 
There are also six paid monitresses. 

1. {b\ — First, acquirements ; teachers are nuns. Second, method skilful and effective. 

Third, organization is skilful. 

405. B b 2.— The 
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2. — The instruction is imparted -with success and effectiveness. 

3. — The infant school is both cared for and taught here, as they are in -the Commis- 
sioners’ model schools. 

4. — One hundred and fifty-four pupils have been enrolled in the third and fourth classes 
since January 1860, and, of this number, 101 were struck off at the age of 14 years and 
upwards. 

5. — All the pupils join in singing hymns or simple songs, but they receive no instruc- 
tion in the theory. Drawing is not taught. 

6. — The pupils are taught to knit, sew, and cut out, with success. 

7. — In manner the pupils are mild and modest, and are also very obedient to superiors. 

8. — From 10 to 10.30, from 12 to 12.5, and from 2.30 to 3 o’clock daily. 

9. ( a ).- — The monitresses have been successfully taught in the prescribed course. 

9. (£). — They teach with a fair degree of efficiency. 

9. r c ). — They are instructed in the art of teaching by the sisterhood. 

9. (j). — Such as have been examined answered fairly, and in some instances creditably. 

10. — They are well observed. 

11. (a).— There is a superficial area of 12 square feet for every pupil in the senior 
department, and an area of 7 square feet for every pupil in the infant school. 

11. ( b ). — The school-house stands in the middle of a green park ; it would be difficult 
to imagine any more cheerful and healthful as regards site, light, and ventilation. 

11. (c). — About 1,500 l, to build and furnish. 

12. — There is an ample and large supply ; they cost about 25 1. 

13. — When the school was first opened in 1853, it commanded only an average of 60 
pupils ; at present the average attendance is 243. The school, when first opened, stood 
in an obscure part of the town. At present, it stands in a green meadow-park of 16 acres 
in area. The house, at present, is a model school-house. 

14. — The national school in this town, Roscommon, was committed to the care of the 
nuns in 1853. The neighbouring schools are too remote to be affected in any material 
degree by this school. 

15. A. — This convent school is superior to the ordinary national schools. 

15. B . — This surpasses the ordinary national schools in this particular duty. 

15. c. — Drawing is not taught in any of the schools in this district. Music is taught 
in one only. In this convent school, vocal music is only practised. 

15. x>. — The pupils are instructed with more skill in this school. 

15. E. — They are trained with more success in this convent school. 

15 . f. — T hey are instructed with a desire to make them religious, in this ; in the ordi- 
nary schools they are made acquainted with the great, or chief principles of religion. 

15. G . — They are fairly observed. 

15. H , — The accommodation is far superior, in the case of this school. I never stood in 
a finer school-room than that on the second story of this house. The rooms are also well 
furnished. 

15. j. — This school is more abundantly supplied. 

15 . k. — T his school possesses an influence which the ordinary schools cannot command; 
the high average affords evidence of this fact. The needy, penniless, and ragged children, 
are most welcome here, and such would not presume to demand admittance to the ordi- 
nary schools. 

16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

17. — The reports have been favourable on the whole. 

18. — There are, at present, six teachers of national schools in this district, who have 
received their education in this; three more hold similar posts in other districts : thus it 
is a centre which supplies education to remote rural districts. I am of opinion that 
this school has done much to make the people value and respect the national system of 
education. 

Many children have been brought to school by the sisterhood who would never presume 
to claim admittance, either at this, or any ordinary national school. One of the many 
duties of the nuns is to visit the sick poor at their cabins, and in the discharge of this 
duty, they make the acquaintance of the children, and not only invite them to their 
schools, but insist upon their attending them, and those whose parents cannot afford them 
clothing, or even food, are provided with both at the convent. Here is an agency at 
work for the education of the poor of Ireland, the great design of the national system, 
which surpasses all others. All the children enrolled are Roman Catholics; but all 
denominations are admissible; few, or rather none, attend, as the school is Roman 
Catholic in character. 

(signed) J. Mac Sweeny, District Inspector. 

8 June, 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


3 


3 


3 


“ 


1 


2 
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County Roscommon, Roll No. 7722. 

St. Peteb’si Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 30, 31 May, and 1 June, 1864. — Manageress, Mrs. Meagher, Athlone. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863; 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on 


Days of Special Inspection ir 




First Class. 


Second Class. 


Third Class. 


Sequels. 


Fourth and 
Higher Glasses. 


Total. 


696 


199 


129 ; 


53 


30 


6 


12 


230 


Average Age 




5-8 1 


8- 


9.9 


13- 


13 


- 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— There is a nun or teacher for every 33 pupils in the yearly average, with a 
paid monitress also. 

1. (b). — Acquirements not known ; method of teaching tolerable ; organising skill 
satisfactory. 

2. — The Instruction is but moderately effective. 

3. — The infant pupils are managed and educated with great care. 

4. — About 257 pupils have been enrolled on the 3d and 4th classes, since the opening 
in 1857, and about 141 of this number at the age of 14 years, or thereabouts, have been 
dismissed or struck off the Rolls. 

5. — Drawing is not. taught music is only practised, the theory is not taught. 

6'. — The pupils have acquired some skill in this department ; they are taught effectively. 

7. — The pupils are remarkable for modesty of demeanour and for obedience. 

8. — From 10 to 10.15, and from 12 to 1.15 o’clock is ; devoted daily. 

9. (a). The monitors are intelligent and have been instructed with success. 

9. (b). — Tolerable only ; they have not been trained in the art of teaching. 

9. Cc ). — They receive extra instruction in the prescribed course; 

9. (fZ). — Two only have been examined ; they answered creditably. 

10. They are observed with care. 

11. (a). — In the infant department there is only an area of'4‘8 feet for every pupil 
present to-day. In the higher school there is an area of 13'7 feet for each pupil. 

11. ( b ). — The house stands in a retired part of the town, and is well lighted and ventilated. 

11. (c). — About 300 l. in repairs; the house is rented annually. 

12. — There are 17 large maps, with a harmonium ; cost is about 12 l. 10 s. 

13. — I am of opinion that half the pupils in attendance would never have come to school, 
if they were not stimulated by the efforts of the Community; the more destitute and helpless 
a child is, the more welcome there is for her in this school. To aid the helpless poor is 
the great or highest aim of the Sisterhood. 

14. — There are two. lay female schools in the town of Athlone ; the average attendance 
in one has fallen from. 64 in 1857 to 33 in 1863. The average attendance has increased from 
51 in 1857 to 9.0 in 1863- in the other; thus proving that when a school is effectively con- 
ducted, a Convent School will not suppress it. The Convent School was opened in 
Athlone in. 1857. 

15. A. — In- point of efficiency, it is below the average class of schools. 

15; B.— It is.superior to all under this head. 

15. c. — Music is only practised ; drawing is not taught ; sewing and knitting, &c., are 
taught with success. 

15. D. — The: proficiency and skill are higher in the case of this school. 

15. E. — The system of moral training is superior to the ordinary schools. 

15. f.— The pupils are instructed with a desire to make them religious ; in the ordinary 
schools they are taught the Catechism by rote. 

15. G.- — Fairly observed 

15. H. — There is an area of nine square feet on an average for all in attendance. 

15. 1.: — The school is better supplied than the ordinary national schools. 

15.. E.- — The nuns surpass all others in this particular.; the very poor children are 
405. B B 2 sought 
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sought and brought to school, are fed and clothed. The lay teachers have no welcome for 
penniless ragged children. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1860. i 


1861. 1 


1862. 


2 


2 


3 






2 



1863. 

1 

1 



17. The Reports in every instance have called attention to the moderate standard of 

proficiency, and to the low standard in the case of arithmetic and grammar. 

18. — The effect of this school is -to bring out from the haunts of. poverty. and 
wretchedness pupils who would never presume to ask admittance to the ordinary national 
schools. Such pupils are not only clothed but they are fed daily when the resources of 
home cannot afford them food. The working of this and such other schools has, in my 
opinion, done more to convince the people that the national system of education is 
designed to bring the means of education within the reach of the very poorer class, than 
that of any other class of schools. It is equally believed that these schools are exclusively 
Roman Catholic, and if they were not such the very destitute would not attend them. 

(signed) John M‘ Sweeney, District Inspector. 

4 June, 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Sligo, Roll No. 5851. 
Sligo Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 25 and 30 May 1864. — Mrs. Jones, Sligo. 



Total , N “ rabel 

Number of of Pu P 1,s 



Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection ir 



Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for j 
the Year 1863. 

1 


Attendance 
Yew 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


J Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Class, j 


Total. 


846 | 


283 


109 


44 


67 


46 


33 


299 


Average Age 




6-1 


8-7 


10-8 


12-5 


14-2 


9-5 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — There are eight nuns permanently employed in the school-rooms; in addition to 
this, special branches, as penmanship, music, drawing, and needlework, are taught by other 
Sisters of the order. There are also eight paid monitors (and from 20 to 25 unpaid 
monitors*). This allows one person to be placed in charge of each draft, and the children 
are kept constantly occupied during the time they are in school. 

1. (5). — The acquirements of the nuns, I believe, are good, and the school is well 
organised. Those classes taught by the nuns themselves and some of the senior monitors, 
are well instructed, but a large number of- the pupils must necessarily be placed under 
unpaid monitors, whose teaching is, of course, not so effective. 

2. — The infant department is well taught, and the advanced pupils, including the 4th 
and higher draft of third class, have received a good education in all the branches 
usually taught in national schools. Intermediate between these is a section of the school 
including the sequel and a portion of second and third classes whose proficiency is not so 
satisfactory. In the case of many of these girls, whose early education appears to have 
been neglected, their reading is imperfect, while their attainments in grammar, geography, 
and arithmetic are moderate. Penmanship is successfully taught to all classes. 

3. — The management, care, and instruction of the infant pupils are highly satisfactory, 
and reflect great credit on the conductors of the school. The children are happy and 
cheerful, and when under examination evince the utmost desire to acquit themselves 
creditably. 

4. — Of 150 pupils who have finally left school, the names being taken consecutively in 
the register, 2 1 had been enrolled in fourth or fifth class, 34 in third, and 95 in sequel 

and 
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and lower classes. It appears, therefore, that 37 per cent, had reached the third or hio-her 
classes, while 63 per cent, had not advanced beyond the sequel. 

5 — Vocal music is taught with considerable success; it seems to be a favourite lesson 
with the girls, many of whom sing very well. The proficiency attained in drawing by 
some of the senior pupils is also creditable. Lately a class has been formed consisting of 
12 of the senior girls, who are taught to play the harmonium. 

6. — This department is also successfully conducted. An adequate supply of the 
requisite materials is kept constantly on hand, and all the girls old enough to receive such 
instruction are taught plain sewing and knitting, these being the branches to which 
attention is chiefly directed. 

7. — These are extremely satisfactory. The order, discipline, and general arrangements 
of the school are good, and the demeanour of the pupils quiet, gentle and respectful. 

8. — The school opens and closes with prayer, five minutes being set apart for that 
purpose: in addition to this, religious instruction is given from 11.30 to 12.5 o’clock daily. 
I have never observed any religious exercise at another time, nor do I suppose that the 
rule pf the Board on this subject is violated. The monitresses, paid and unpaid, receive 
religious instruction in the morning before the ordinary school business commences. 

9 ; (a ). — The penmanship of the monitors is good, while writing from dictation and com- 
position receive careful attention, and most of them read very fairly. In other branches, 
as grammar, geography, and arithmetic, their acquirements are about equal to those of 
the monitors in other national schools. 

9. (Z>). — They are fairly qualified for the discharge of their duties. Three or four 
female teachers in the district, trained as monitors in the convent school, are now useful 
public instructors ; most of these, if not all, were classed 3‘ at first examination. 

9. (c). The monitors, paid and unpaid, are taught in the morning from 9 o’clock to 
20 minutes past 11, being the hour at which the industrial instruction terminates; they 
also take their places along with the others during the writing, music, and drawing 
lessons. 

9. (d ). — On comparing the general results of their examination, for the past two years, 
with those of the other monitors in the district, I observe no marked difference except in 
penmanship, which is superior ; hence their written exercises contrast favourably with the 
others. 

10. — I have not at any time observed a violation of the Board’s rules, which I have 
reason to think are complied with. 

11. (a). — There are three school-rooms, which together furnish accommodation for 445 
pupils, allowing six square feet to each. As the average daily attendance for 1863, which 
fluctuates less than in rural schools, was only 283, it will be seen that the accommodation 
is ample. 

11. (5). — The school-rooms are excellent; they are lofty, well ventilated and lighted, 
and well adapted for school purposes. 

11. (c).— As the school- rooms form a part of the buildings of the convent, the expense of 
their erection cannot now be ascertained, no separate record of this having been kept ; 
they must have cost at least 600 l. 

12. — The school is supplied with all the maps and apparatus that are really essential to 
its being efficiently conducted, while sale-stock requisites are kept constantly on hand. 
Exclusive of free-stock, books for sale to pupils, and materials for needlework, the expense 
incurred during the past three years, the time at which articles were first ordered from 
the Apparatus Department, amounts to about 1 5 1.; prior to that most of the large maps 
were furnished gratis in triennial grants. 

13. — I cannot give a decided opinion on this point, though it is scarcely possible that 
the intercourse maintained between the Sisters of Mercy who conduct the school and the 
poorer class of residents in the town will not be the means of inducing some to send their 
children to school who would otherwise neglect it. The number would probably be 
greater but for the want of suitable clothing. 

14. — Except the female department of the district model school lately opened, and which 
is attended exclusively by Protestant pupils, there is no female national school in Sligo, 
nor any mixed school nearer than two miles. There is, therefore, no other school to which 
the female children of the lower and middle classes of Roman Catholics residing in 
Sligo could be sent. 

15. A.— While the younger children are carefully taught, and the advanced class has 
attained a higher degree of proficiency than in any other female school in the district except 
in one or two, the acquirements of the girls in the remaining classes I would not consider 
superior to those of ordinary schools, with the exception of penmanship ; this, as already 
stated, is taught successfully. 

15. b. — T he infant pupils are better cared for than in any of the other schools of the 
district. 

15. c. — It is the only school in which instruction in drawing is imparted ; none of the 
others can be compared with it as to the efficiency and success with which vocal music is 
taught. 

15. D. — In the convent school this important branch of female education receives a 
degree of attention commensurate with its value ; in too many of the ordinary female 
schools industrial instruction is little more than nominal. Where a workmistress is paid 
specially for teaching needlework, and where, as sometimes happens, she is employed as 
dressmaker by the persons residing in the locality, she is enabled to keep up the 

405. B b 3 required 
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required supply of materials ; but in most other schools, on visiting at- the hour set 
apart for sewing, very few of the girls are provided with work. 

15. E . X consider there are no schools in the district where the moral training is so 

effective or so good. . 

15. F . — I cannot be expected, to have any means of testing the religious instruction 
given either in this or the ordinary schools of the district, but from the amount of time set 
apart for it, the regularity with which it is imparted, and the zeal and faithfulness of the 
teachers, I think there can. be little doubt- of its superiority to the others. 

15. (j. — So far as I have had an opportunity of judging, the Board’s rules appear to be 
as faithfully observed as they are in the great bulk of the national schools in Ireland. 

15. H, Jn extent of accommodation the convent school is scarcely surpassed by any 

other in the district, while in point of healthiness and convenience there is none so good 
except the district model school. 

15. i.— In only a few of the best schools in the district, perhaps in not more than two 
female schools, is the: supply of educational apparatus so good as in this. 

15. K. — The school-rooms are better warmed and lighted, and, in winter especially, they 
are more comfortable and cheerful than those in rural districts ; while the Sisters of 
Mercy are brought more in contact with the poorer classes than ordinary teachers. This 
must exercise an influence in causing children to attend the school. 



16. — Inspections 








1860. 1 
3 


1861. | 
2 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 




' 




1 







One of the regular inspections in 1863 was only nominal, the school being closed for 
vacation. An incidental visit for the examination of the music and drawing classes was 
made in January 1863, though not noted in the books of the school, nor reported on. 

17. The general character of these is favourable. On looking over the Observation 

Book for the past eight years, I have not found what can be called an unfavourable 
report. 

18. — There was formerly a female national school in Sligo, under the patronage of the 
Roman Catholic bishop and clergy; but in 1851, two years after the establishment of the 
convent school, the former, though, vested in trustees, was closed and the attendance trans- 
ferred to the latter, which, since that time, has been the only female school in Sligo 
attended by the greater portion of the middle and the whole of the lower class of 
Roman Catholics. It has therefore been, as far as I am aware, during the last _ 13 
years, tlie only place of education for the female children of a population amounting 
to about 8,000 or 9,000. This population reckons among its numbers an unusually 
large proportion of persons extremely poor, and whose children are not unfrequently 
prevented from attending school owing to the want of suitable clothing. When the 
difficulties and hindrances thus thrown in the way of education are taken into account, the 
results accomplished appear, on the whole, to be satisfactory. 

The moral and religious training is excellent ; special attention is paid to instruction 
in needlework ; penmanship, vocal music,, and elementary drawing are. successfully 
taught ; and the infant children are carefully attended. The advanced class has attained 
a fair degree of proficiency in grammar, geography, and arithmetic, but, as previously 
stated, the pupils attending the second or intermediate school are not. so well qualified in 
these branches. 

This school has also been, to some extent, the means of providing teachers for other 
national schools. There are at present in this district 11 principal and 4 assistant 
teachers who have received their education, either in whole or in part, at the convent 
school, though some of these attended only for a limited time. 

(signed) William Kennedy, 

30 May, 1864. Second-class District Inspector. 

(Presbyterian.) 
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County Tipperary, Roll No. -2-133. 

Air-hill Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Order of the Sacred Heart. 
Visited 30 and 31 May and 1 June, 1864. — Manager, Rev. John Wall, Roscrea. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1868... 


Number 
Of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second-Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


540 


■339 


. 176 { 


-118 


58 


23 


15 


390 


Average Age 


4--2 


82 


103 


13 


13-8 


7-2 



The ages are very inaccurately entered on'tlie Rolls Itlie averages, therefore, in 1st and 2d classes are doubtful, especially 
in 1st class. 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — There are six nuns engaged in this school, being one nun for every 65 pupils 
present. . There are eight paid monitresseS, viz., five senior and three junior, and there is 
a workmistress for the industrial department. The fourth class assist largely in the teaching. 

.!• cannot speak of the acquirements of the nuns ; their method of teaching is 

fairly efficient. The lady (Madame Ryan), who has the principal charge of the school, is 
admirably fitted for the post, being full of energy and determination. 

2. — The instruction is moderately efficient as judged by results, but the number of 
the pupils who come up to the standard of the school programme, is below what it should 
be. It must not be forgotten, however, that the school was closed from the middle of 
December to the end of March 1864, in consequence of epidemic disease in the town. 

3- The Very large number of young children who attend this school renders their care 
and management a task of peculiar difficulty. They are well attended to in the infant 
schools, and instructed in reading as far as their years will admit. All the infants are in 
first class. 

4. — Since the 1st January 1862, 54 pupils aged 14 years and upwards have been struck 
off the register; of these 29 had reached the third or fourth classes. This gives a per- 
centage of 53*7 to the total number struck off. However, the ages are So incorrectly 
'entered in many instances, that this result must be received with caution. 

5. “— Vocal music taught, by ear only, for 30 minutes daily. Drawing not taught. 

6. — Most satisfactory. Industrial training has always been a leading feature in this 
school. There is a special industrial class 'constantly employed, and the children attending 
the school are carefully taught both plain and fancy work. ' There is always an abundant 
supply of materials, as there is a large boarding-school attached to the convent, and also 
a clothing-fund among the pupils. The uniform dress for the boarders, and the clothes 
for the members of the clothing-fund, 'are all made up in the school. 

7r— The pupils, the majority of whom are of the very poorest class, are well behaved 
and, I believe, well conducted. 

8. — Religious, instruction, including religious exercises, is appointed to take place three 
times a 'day;— 1 viz.-, from 9.55 to 10 a.m., from 11.58 a.m., to 12 a.m., and from 2.30 to 3 
p.m. I believe these arrangements are observed. 

9. (a).— They are all fairly qualified according to the official Standard. 

9.. (5). — Madame Ryan, the lady in charge of the school, speaks in high terms of their 
efficiency and diligence. Each monitor has her own draft, and they are changed only a t 
the end of each quartet. 

9 . (c).- — From 9 to 10 each morning the monitors and fourth class are taught by Mary 
Lynch, the most senior of the monitors ; and from 3 to 4- they teceive instruction from 
one of the nuns. They get no instruction during School-hours, exce.pt the juniors for 
about one hour. They do Written exercises at home. 

9. (cl). — Generally fair. Of four examined at examinations in July 1863, two got 
gratuities. Three of the monitors have not yet been subjected to annual examination. 

10. — I believe the Board’s rules are faithfully observed. I have always found the con- 
ductors of this school ready to Conform to them in every respect. 

11. («).— -There are four principal school-rooms, including the infant school-room and one 
class-room, affording accommodation in all (at six square feet per child) for 570 pupils. 

11. ( b ). — The school-rooms are well lighted and ventilated, and new offices have been 
recently erected. The playground, if it can be so called, is very small and inconvenient. 

405. B B 4 11. (c). — Within 
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11 . ( c ). — Within the last two years two new school-rooms have been built, the old ones 
slightly altered, and new offices erected at a cost of about 1500 l. The furniture is yet 
incomplete. 

12. — The supply of maps, &c. is insufficient, there being only two maps of the World, 
two of Europe, two of Ireland, and one each of Scotland, England, and Palestine; two 
sets of reading tablets, and one set of arithmetic tablets.. 

13 . — The large attendance at this school, now averaging about 400 daily, is sufficient 
evidence that it is successful in bringing as many as possible under instruction. It is also 
particularly remarkable for the regularity with which the children attend. The centesi- 
mal proportion of the average attendance to the average on rolls is as high as 88 per 
cent. The causes of this remarkable regularity will be noticed further on. 

14 . — There are no lay female schools for the children of the poor in or about Roscrea, 
so far as I am aware. I understand a new school (female) has been opened at Corville, 
about a mile from this school, but it is intended for pupils living beyond it. 

15. a. — In reading, grammar, geography, and arithmetic the proficiency in this school 
is below that in the ordinary female schools in the district ; in writing and writing from 
dictation the results are about equal. 

15. B. — This school having an infant department, infant pupils are better attended to 
in it than in the ordinary gilds’ schools. 

15. C. — Vocal music is taught only by ear in this school. Drawing is not taught. 

15. d. — Under this head the instruction in this school is much superior to that in the 
ordinary schools. 

15. E. — So far as can be judged from the behaviour and manners of the children, I 
consider the moral training in this school about on a par with that in the ordinary schools. 

15. F. — The time devoted to religious instruction is very little in excess of that given 
in ordinary schools. There is, however, a Sunday-school, which is very largely attended. 

15 . (j. — There is no difference between this and ordinary schools in the observance of 
the Board’s rules. 

15. H. — The school-room accommodation is superior to that in the ordinary schools ; the 
school-rooms here are large, lofty, and well ventilated. The school-room furniture is 
inferior to that in the ordinary schools. The playground is also inferior. 

15. i.— In this respect this school is much below the average of the ordinary schools. 
Some excuse, however, for this defect is to be found in the heavy expense recently in- 
curred for additional school buildings. 

15. K. — There can be no doubt that the attractive influence of this school is greater 
than that of the ordinary schools. Though none are excluded, except for absence without 
leave, admission to this school is regarded as a privilege not to be lightly forfeited. 





1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


16. — Inspections - 


1 


2 


2 


Incidental visits - 


* 


1 


2 



17 . — Favourable on the whole. Fault sometimes found with reading in junior classes, 
and with geography and arithmetic. Allowance made for interruption of business by 
progress of new buildings, and by epidemics. 

18 . I. I have no means of comparing the state of education in the town of Roscrea 

before and after the opening of this school ; but I can have no doubt that it commands a 
far larger attendance than any school which preceded it. Except in the additional 
numbers thus brought under instruction, this school has had no effect either in extending 
the amount or improving the quality of education in the district. 

18. II. — Two points in the school-keeping deserve attention. First, no child can be 
absent even one day without leave ; if absent, the child is ipso facto expelled, and not re- 
admitted until her mother has gone in person to the convent to apologise to the superioress 
for the breach of rule. If similarly absent a second or third time the child will not be re- 
admitted. Secondly, each child attending the school who contributes one halfpenny per 
week to the clothing fund is entitled to a suit of clothes at the end of the year. This 
fund is managed by M adame Ryan, the lady in charge of the school, who buys materials, 
either wholesale or in remnants, at a cheap rate, and the clothes are made up in the school ; 
.312 suits were thus distributed last year. To these two causes I attribute the remarkable 
regularity of attendance before noticed. 

18: III. — There are but two female teachers in the district who received their educa- 
tion here ; one, a clever young woman, has up to the present been an assistant teacher ; 
she is classed 2*. The other is below the average as a principal teacher ; she is classed 3 1 . 

18. IV. — I do not consider that, beyond the sphere of its own immediate action, this 
school has tended to promote national education in any sense of the term ; neither has it 
aided, beyond the extent specified in paragraph III:, in producing qualified teachers. 

Note. — The answer to this last query is divided according to the heads given in the 
Circular of the 1st June 1864. 

(signed) M. Fitzgerald, A.B., t.c.d., 

6 June, 1864. Second-class District Inspector, 

(Established Church.) 
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County Tipperary, Roll No. 581. 
Cashel Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Nuns. 



Visited 27 May, 1864. — Manager, Very Rev. Archdeacon Laffan, Cashel. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 


Number of Pupils present on 


. days of Special Inspection it 




on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 
for the 
Year 1863. 


[ First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


644 


366 


140 


59 


54 


53 


58 


364 


Average Age 


- - - 


5-3 


68 


9-7 


11-8 


14-3 


8-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Teaching power adequate ; the staff consists of the superioress and 17 sisters,, 
nearly all teaching the entire time, and an assistant paid by the community. In addi- 
tion there are five monitresses and a work-mistress. 

1. (5). — Generally very fair. Some few of the elder sisters seem to have received 
but a moderate education, but have acquired much tact and experience ; while the 
majority are intelligent and well qualified; and all duties are assigned by the superioress,, 
who possesses much organising ability, and exercises a close supervision throughout. 

2. — Generally pretty fair. 

3. — Anxiously and very fairly attended to, on the whole. This class of pupils receives 
a large share of direct attention from the superioress herself, who has introduced several 
improvements into their mode of instruction, &c. of late. 

_ 4. — Of these pupils, from 1858 to 1863 inclusive, 44 per cent, have reached third or 
higher classes ; of the remainder, I should add, a very large proportion attained sequel 
class, and these mostly emigrated with their relatives, or were bound to trades, &c. 

5. — No drawing taught ; vocal music only introduced since 1860 ; results still but 
moderate, ordinary school routine claiming so much time and labour ; in after hours some 
25 get lessons in French, harmonium, and pianoforte. 

6. — Prior to the appointment of a special work-mistress in January 1863, the industrial 
instruction was limited and uncertain ; since then a great deal of valuable instruction and 
practice has '•en afforded. 

7. — Resul .ere are generally very creditable. The too frequently noticeable absence 
of healthy se.i-reliance is the only real defect. 

8. — Arrangements for religious instruction differ very slightly from the usual routine of 
ordinary schools, and are both suitable and duly observed. 

9. (a). — I cannot report very favourably as to the “acquirements of monitors;” but 
there is a considerable improvement of late. 

9. (5). — There is a marked amendment in their efficiency also since the staff generally, 
and one in particular, were officially reprimanded on my report, for inertness as junior 
instructors, and insufficient attention to their special studies, and preparation for teaching, 
the charge of which is intrusted to four of the ladies of the community, in extra hours, 
daily and. on Saturday. 

_ 9. (d). — Results generally but moderate. Though none have been bad enough to incur 
dismissal, several failed from time to time to secure the “ gratuity ” for good answering. 

10. — Good. 

11. (a). —Accommodation very ample, adequate for 580; and even some small addition, 
in connection with other improvements, is in early contemplation. 

11. (5). — Generally very good. The two principal rooms (holding 500) are admirable in 
all respects, and the alterations and enlargements, just referred to, will render the class- 
rooms very good also. 

11. (c). — In all over 1,400/. 

12. — A small organising grant of apparatus was given in 1859. More have been pur- 
chased from year to year ; books and other requisites abundantly kept up. 

405. C c 13. Effect, 
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13. — Effect, in this respect, very great. At least one-third of the entire number attend- 
ing school (now 711 on rolls) could hardly attend any other possible school. I am credibly 
informed that even this proportion is a great under-statement. 

14. — There is no female National School in the town, or the surrounding country within 
a radius of three miles ; nor do I find that there ever had been. Some old struggling 
adventure schools have, it is true, been gradually absorbed. 

15. — I deem it right to premise here that the ordinary girls’ schools of this district are 
admittedly among the best in Ireland, and also that the poor old city of Cashel (where this 
school operates) furnishes in many respects very peculiar, indifferent, and intractable edu- 
cational materials. 

15. A. — In reading and intelligent explanation, in penmanship and writing from dicta- 
tion about on a par ; somewhat inferior in grammar and geography, and decidedly so in 
arithmetic. 

15. b. — Fully equal. 

15. c. — About equal. 

15. D. — About equal ; rather better than the majority, where there is no special work- 
mistress. 

15. e. — About equal. 

15. F. — Seem about equal. 

15. G. — About equal. 

15. h. — Very superior to the great majority ; inferior to none. 

15. I. — About equal. 

1 5. K. — Very superior to all. 



16. — Inspections - - - - | 


1860. 1 
2 


1861. 1 
3 


- 1862... 1 
3 ' 


1863. 

2 


Incidental visits - - j 






2 


3 



I may add that, in addition to the visits made by me in 1862 and 1863, I made a three- 
day detailed examination in January and February last. 

17. — Never unfavourable ; increasingly favourable in all cases. 

18. — The effect of this school on education is in a most remarkable degree purely local. 
It supplies the sole means of educating the female poor of the old city of Cashel and its 
immediate neighbourhood, save the Protestant female school. The wants of this section of 
the population it has now overtaken in a surprising manner, indeed almost completely. 
This school has also less connection in any way with the working of the National system 
in the district at large than I have ever known in any similar instance. This is owing to 
two causes, namely, its situation on the very circumference of the district, and, secondly, 
the very high and self-sufficing character of the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, to 
which allusion has been already made. I annex, in conclusion, as perhaps not irrelevant, a 
tabular view of the great expansion of this school of late years : — 



Average attendance in 


1860 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 226 


ditto 


1861 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 251 


ditto 


1862 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 300 


ditto 


1863 - 


- 


- 


- 


•- 


- 


- 366 


For elapsed part of current year 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 435 



Day of special visit for this report was unfavourable for full attendance, as falling 
between a holiday and a Saturday, and on a quasi-review day of the local militia. 

(signed) R. Potterton, a.b.. District Inspector 
1 June, 1864. (United Church of England and Ireland). 
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Fethakd Convent National School. 
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Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Order of Nuns. 
Visited 25 May, 1864. — Manager, Very Rev W. Cantwell, Fethard. 



Total 

Number of , 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. ' 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Jsecond Class. 


j Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


359 


271 


90 


19 


46 


35 


35 


255 


Average Age ... 


7 


10-2 


11-5 


12-8 


14-5 


10-2 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — Good. There are five young, active nuns ; and four duly qualified paid 
monitresses. 

1. (5). — Good in each respect.. 

2. — Satisfactory. 

3 .— Good in each particular. 

4. — Only 15 pupils have finally given up attendance at this school ; of these seven have 
arrived at a satisfactory degree of education. The others were merely first-class pupils, 
whose parents left the town, causing their withdrawal. 

5. — Good,; save that there is no instruction given in drawing. 

6. — Good. 

7. — Excellent. The pupils are most tractable in manners, and highly trained to habits - 
of order, discipline, and cleanliness. 1 

8. — The arrangements; for religious instruction are ample and satisfactory : and the 
specified times for imparting same faithfully observed. 

9. (a). — Good. 

9. (b). — Good, as shown by the result of their instruction. 

9. (c). — A portion of each day is set apart for their study and instruction ; and they 
receive extra special instruction for one hour each day outside of school hours. They 
have not, as yet, been called to annual examination, being too recently appointed. 

10. — The Board’s rules are duly observed in every particular. 

11. (a).— Good. The accommodation is equal to 302 pupils, allowing six square feet 
for each. 

11. (5). — Good in each particular. 

11. (A— £.700. 

12. — Good; 251. 3s.8d. 

13. — 'The moral influence of the nuns, and the solicitous care exhibited by them for the. 
education and welfare of poor children, have imparted to this school an attractive influence 
in bringing under instruction and moral training children of the more destitute classes, 
who would otherwise certainly attend no school ; they even clothe those whose nakedness 
would prevent them from attending school. 

14. — There is only one lay female school (the same a National school) four miles distant, 
in the circle of this school. The only effect produced upon this lay school by the existence 
of this convent school, is the withdrawal of 10 pupils, attracted solely by the superior 
instruction, discipline, and moral training of the nuns. 

15. a. — Superior to far the greater number of ordinary girls’ schools in this district, and 
not inferior to any. 

15. B.— Superior to far the greater number, and not inferior to any. 

15. C. — Superior to far the greater number, and not inferior to any. 

15. d. — S uperior. 

15. E.-— Superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. G. — Fully equal to any, superior to some. 

15. H. — Fully equal. 

15. I. — Superior to, the greater number; fully equal to any. 

15. k, — S uperior to any of the ordinary girls’ schools in this district. 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 

405, 





1860. 




1 1862. 


- 


- 


1861. | 


1 




C C 2 







1863. 

3 

2 

This 
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This school is in operation only since 1st May, 1862, and was taken into connexion 
by Board’s Order, 20th June, 1862. 

17. — Good. Creditable to the order, discipline, proficiency, and progress of the 
school. 

18. — The establishment of this school has given a great stimulus to education in this 
district, bringing under instruction and moral training many girls who otherwise would 
never have been instructed at all ; and imparting to others a superior course of education, 
both in a literary and disciplinary point of view. 

Previous to its existence, there was no female school in this town, and only one within 
a circle of four miles radius ; some of the girls of the town and neighbourhood were 
attending male schools and mixed National schools conducted by masters, and others were 
going to low “ Hedge ” schools. 

At present children flock from all approachable parts of the district to this school, solely 
attracted by its superior merits. 

(signed) John C. Lane, District Inspector 

30 May, 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Tipperary, Roll No. 7392. 
Nenagh Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 2 and 3 June, 1864.— Manager, Mrs. M. A’Beckett, Nenagh. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


f 

First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


736 

Average Age 


269 


89 


74 


37 


15 


8 


223 


6-6 


10 


11 

; 


13-6 


15-1 


9-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. ( a ). — There are eight nuns employed in teaching. There are also five paid monitors, 
three senior, and two junior. The fourth and fifth classes also assist in teaching. 

1. (J). — I have no means of judging of their acquirements. As teachers they are 
careful and painstaking. The school is satisfactorily organised. There are three depart- 
ments, senior, junior, and infants, each of which is a school in itself. 

2. The junior classes (first and second) are decidedly backward. The sequel and 

third are fairly proficient in reading, spelling, and grammar ; but are backward in geo- 
graphy and arithmetic. The fourth and fifth _ classes (four in each) are fairly up to pro- 
o-ramme for fourth class. Penmanship and writing from dictation well attended to. 

° 3. — There is a separate infant school attended by about 80 pupils. These are under 
the care of one of the nuns, assisted by monitors, paid and unpaid. They are well looked 
after, but receive little instruction beyond reading. The great majority are of course in 
the first book. Of 71 present on the day of my inspection, there were 17 in second book, 
of whom 14 read correctly in first section ; of these, all except five, had been recently pro- 
moted from first class. . „ 

4. — Since 1st April 1861, 221 pupils, aged 14 years and upwards, have been struck on 
the rolls. Of these, 96, or 43 ’4 per cent, had reached the third or higher classes. _ 

5. — Vocal music, on Hullah’s system, is taught to a class averaging about 20 girls, with 

fair success. The other pupils learn to sing by ear. Drawing is not taught. There is 
no other extra branch. . 

6. — The usual branches of plain and fancy work are well taught. There is always an 

abundant supply of materials. _ 

7. q'he children are well-behaved, and, I believe, well-conducted. The nuns speak 

very favourably of their conduct. ... , 

8. Religious instruction, including religious exercises, is appointed to take place three 

times a daj° viz., from 9.55 to 10 o’clock, from 11.15 to 12.5 o’clock, and from 2.45 to 3.15 
o’clock. These arrangements are observed. 

9. ( tt ) — Of the three senior monitors, two are very fairly qualified, the third but 
middlingly. The junior monitors are both well qualified. 

9. (b). — They are all found useful as junior instructors. 

9. ( c ). — x unfortunately omitted to note the details of the arrangements for their special 

instruction. 
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instruction. They are in the main the same as those adopted in the Birr Convent School, 
which is under the same manager. 

9. (cZ). — Two were examined last year, the third being absent from illness ; one ac- 
quitted herself fairly and obtained a gratuity, the other failed. The junior monitors have 
not yet been examined. 

10. — I believe the rules of the Board are observed in this school. 

11. (a ). — There are three .large rooms, a detached gallery (in the common sense of the 
word, not a school gallery) and a small class-room. The large room for senior school 
affords space, at six square feet per pupil, for 258 ; the junior school-room for 148, and the 
infant school-room for 143. The gallery and small class-room afford space for 73 and 21 
respectively. Total accommodation, 643. 

11. (5). — The small class-room is too low and confined, the other rooms are all that can 
be desired. 

11. (c). — When I visited this school the Superioress, who is also Manager, was in Par- 
sonstown, and no one in the convent could give me any information under this head. I know 
that the large school-room was built for a Temperance Hall, but I cannot state how the 
nuns acquired it, nor what it cost to adapt and furnish the rooms. When I returned to 
Parsonstown the superioress had gone to Nenagh, where she now is. 

12. — There is a fair supply of maps, and some other articles of school apparatus, but 
more would be required. I cannot tell their cost. 

13. — I think this school is successful in attracting the children of the more destitute 
classes, many of whom would otherwise probably attend no school. There is a large 
number of such children in Nenagh ; and such form a large proportion of the attendance. 

14. — The establishment of this school led to the closing of the Nenagh Female National 
school, which was then conducted by a first-class teacher. There is no other National 
school in the town except the workhouse school. 

15. A. — In reading, grammar, geography, and arithmetic, the results in this school are 
considerably below those attained in the ordinary schools ot the district. In writing, and 
writing from dictation, the proficiency is about equal. 

15. b. — T he infants are more”suitably cared for in this school, but they are not better 
taught than children of the same age in ordinary schools. 

15. c. — Yocal music is better taught here than in the few ordinary schools in which it 
is attempted. Drawing is not taught in either class of schools. 

15. D. — Industrial instruction is better attended to in this school than in the ordinary 
schools. 

15. E. — In moral training, so far as it relates to the formation of habits of neatness, 
order, and good manners, the results observable here are not better than in the ordinary 
schools. 

15. f. — I have no doubt religious instruction receives more attention here than in the 
ordinary schools. 

15. G . — I do not think there is any essential difference. 

15. H. — Superior in this school. 

15. i. — About the same in both classes of schools, on the whole, but superior in some 
ordinary schools. 

15. k. — I n this respect I consider this school superior to the ordinary schools. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

2 2 3 2 

1 - - 1 

17. — Unfavourable in 1861 and 1863. Favourable in 1862, especially at last inspection. 
Favourable in 1860, but very vague. A good deal of fault found at nearly every inspec- 
tion for the last three years. 

18. I. — I think this school has operated to bring under instruction two classes of pupils 
who probably had not previously attended any school, viz., (1.) Infants under seven years 
of age ; and, (2) the children of very destitute parents. In this way it has increased the 
amount of education in the district. I do not think it has tended to improve the quality 
of the education. 

18. II. — I do not think that the management of this school has brought under the 
notice of teachers, or others, any point in school-keeping not previously established. 
Teachers are not in the habit of visiting this school. 

18. III. — During the three years that I have known this school, the only person who 
left it to become a teacher was one paid monitor, whose term of service, including a fifth 
year, expired, and who is engaged teaching a small private school in Nenagh. 

18. IY. — Except as already mentioned under Head I. of the answer to this Query, this 
school has not operated in any way to extend national education in any sense of the term. 
Neither has it ever, so far as I am aware, supplied a teacher to a national school. 

I have divided my answer to this Query according to the heads laid down in the circular 
-of 1st June, 1864. 

(signed) M. Fitzgerald, A.B., T.C.D., 

9 June, 1864. Second Class District Inspector. 

(Established Church.) 



405. C C 3 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits] 
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County Tipperary, Roll No. 4068. 
Thurles Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 25 May, 1864.— Manager, Rev. W. Wall, Thurles. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes, 


Total, 


512 


262 


71 


60 


43 


34 


47 


255 


Average Age 


5 


7 


9 


11 


13 


9 ' -j 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a ). — There are 17 nuns generally engaged in teaching, who are assisted by five 
senior and two junior monitresses, so that the teaching power is fully adequate. 

1. (b ). — The teachers possess very superior acquirements; they are all well-educated 
ladies, and though, previous to entering the convent, none of them had been specially 
trained for the business of teaching, yet, some of them being great thinkers, have so far 
profited by their experience as to originate methods of teaching and organization equal, if 
not superior in efficiency, to any hitherto adopted in the model schools of the Board. The’ 
Commissioners lately sent to this school an organizer, who gave some useful suggestions^ 
which are successfully carried out by the nuns. 

2. — That the instruction is efficient may be judged from the facts that many children 
are fit for the second book of lessons in four months from the date of their entering the 
school ignorant of the names of the letters, and that the number of promotions to higher 
classes during last 12 months is about 72 per cent, of the average attendance. 

3. — The infants’ school-room is remarkably well managed. Of the number present in it 
(71) on the day of my visit, though their average age is only five years, all, except about 30, 
can read the first book of lessons fairly ; but reading forms only a portion of the instruction 
they receive. They are carefully taught habits of neatness and order, of forbearance and 
kindness towards each other. Some of them write and work easy sums on slates, and ali 
sing sweetly when marching. 

4. — Since the 1st of January, 1860, the number of pupils that have finally given up 
attendance at the school is 188 ; of these, when leaving, 31 were in first book, 8 in second 
10 in sequel to second, 56 in third book, 62 in fourth, and 21 in fifth, so that 139 out of 188, 
or 74 per cent, nearly, have attained to a satisfactory degree of education. Several of those 
who were in the junior classes at the time of leaving the school have removed to other 
localities, where it is likely they are now attending other National schools, and some have 
died. 

5. — There are 30 pupils learning vocal music systematically, and to play on the har- 
monium. Of these, six are very capable of instructing others in vocal and inRtr iim p.nt.al 
music. Drawing is not taught. 

6. — Very satisfactory. Plain sewing, knitting, netting, embroidery, and cutting out, 
are well taught. All the classes, except the first, learn needlework. 

7. — The habits and manners of the pupils are all that could be desired, owing to the' 
excellent moral training they receive. 

8. — The times for religious instruction and prayers, strictly observed, are ' from 12 to 
12.5, and from 2.15 to 3.15, on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. One of the 
arrangements is, that "Wednesday may be entirely devoted to religious instruction when- 
ever the nuns wish, and it is called religious instruction day ; but generally, on that day, 
the same business is carried on as on the days above mentioned. There is no school on 
Saturday. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of the monitors are quite up to, in some instances far above, 
the requirements of their programmes of study. 

9. (b ). — They teach well. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction from the most experienced of the nuns from 10 to 12 
each day, and they are shown how to teach and conduct the business of the school by the 
nuns during the remainder of the school hours. 

9. (d ). — The answering of the three who attended the last annual examinations was so 
good as to entitle their teachers to premiums. 

10.— The 
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10. — The Board’s rules are strictly observed by thetn. 

11. (a). — The school-rooms are lofty and spacious, and capable of accommodating 462 
pupils, allowing even eight square feet for each ; but allowing six square feet for each, the 
rooms are adequate to accommodate more than double the number of pupils in average 
attendance. 

11. (5).— They. are well lighted and ventilated; the out-offices are good and neatly 
kept ; there cannot be more healthy and convenient school-rooms. 

11. (c). — About 1,650 l. 

12. — The school is well supplied with maps, charts, apparatus, &c. The expense 
incurred in providing them, including harmoniums, is about 50 1. 

13. — Many of the very poor are induced to send their children to this school, because 
such children get food and clothing here, and, when tolerably educated, situations as nur- 
sery-maids and servants, &c., are provided for them by the nuns. Were it not for the 
inducements referred to, it is very probable that such children would never attend any 
school. 

. 14. — The nearest lay female schools are four miles distant. They are Ballycahill 
and Holycross, which are no way affected by the existence of this school, unless per- 
haps the neat appearance of the girls attending this convent school is endeavoured 
to be imitated by the pupils of the above named schools, by desire of their teachers. 

15. A. — In this respect at least equal to the best ordinary girls’ schools in the district. 

15. b. — Superior to all other girls’ schools in the district. 

15. c. — Superior to all other schools in the district as to instruction in music. Drawing 
is not taught, nor is any other extra branch. 

15. D. — Superior to all other schools in the district. 

15. E. — Superior to all other schools in the district. 

15. P. — Superior to all other schools in the district. 

15. 6. — Equal to the best schools in the district. 

15. H.— Superior to all other schools in the district. 

] 5. I. — Superior to all other schools in the district, 

15. K. — Infinitely superior to all other schools in the district in this respect. 









1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


| 1863. 


16. — Inspections - 


- 


- 


4 


3 


3 


3 


Incidental visits - 


- 


- 


2 






“ 



17. — Always favourable. Occasionally, when slight defects in any branch have been 
observed, the Inspector has stated so, with the view of having them corrected. 

18. — With regard to Query 4, 1 beg to state that all who were in the junior classes 
(including 1st, 2nd, and sequels), at the time of finally leaving the school, were under 13 
years of age, except one girl, who never went to school until she was about 15 years of age. 
She remained but a short time in the school, when she left, and shortly after died, so that 
all the girls above 13 years of age now alive, who have finally left the school, have attained 
to a satisfactory degree of education. This being an excellent school, it is often visited by 
the managers and teachers of other schools, and the judicious methods of teaching and 
organization practised here are thereby becoming general throughout the district. 

(signed) Michael Lawler, District Inspector. 

31 May, 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Tipperary, Roll No. 5110. 

Thurles Industrial Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Presentation Order. 



Visited 27 May, 1864. — Manager, Rev. William Wall, Thurles. 

















Multi of 






“* f 




on Rolls ter »■*<• 














the Tear 1863. theYe arl863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Higher Classes. ; 
















' 56 19 


_ 


17 


6 


9 


8 1 




Average Age 


- 


21 


18 


23 


2. 


21 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Adequate. 

1. (5). — All very superior. 

2. — The literary instruction is not very efficient, but considering the short time devoted 
to it, namely, one hour daily, it is as satisfactory as could be expected. All I saw present 
can read fairly; 20 of them write on paper, the rest on slates; but of arithmetic very 
little is known by these pupils. 

3. — There are no infant pupils ; all attending this school are adults. 

4. — Twenty-seven pupils have finally given up attendance at the school since 1st Januai’y 
1860. Of that number 14 were, at the time of leaving, in second class; one in sequel;: 
1 1 in third class ; and one in fourth class ; so that, at the time of leaving, all could read, 
and 44 per cent, had attained to a satisfactory degree of education. 

5. — No extra branches taught to these pupils. 

6. — Very satisfactory. Of the 40 pupils present on the day of my visit, 16 were 
employed at glove-making, 19 at shirt-making, and 5 in the laundry. These young 
women earn at the different kinds of work above stated, from 2 s. 6d. to 4 s. 6 d. a-week 
each. The materials for the glove and shirt making are supplied by Dublin merchants. 

7. — The moral training being excellent, the habits and manners of the young women, 
attending the school are all that could be desired. 

8. — The times for religious instruction, which are strictly devoted to it, are from 12 to 
12.5, and from 2 to 2.30 on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. 

9. (a). — No monitresses for this school. 

10. — The Board’s rules are strictly observed by the conductors of this school. 

11. (a). — The accommodation in the workroom and laundry, which are the rooms set 
apart for this school, is sufficient for four times the number in average attendance. 

11. (5). — The rooms are lofty, well lighted, and ventilated; the offices suitable and 
clean. There cannot be more healthy school-rooms. 

11. (c). — The rooms set apart for this industrial school form a portion of the building 
erected for the Thurles Female Literary School, which cost 1,650?. 

12. — This school is well supplied with books, slates, and paper, but not with maps, 
charts, &c., as the literary instruction given in it is confined to reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 

13. — Were it not for this industrial school, the young women attending it would not 
leave their homes to go to any school. Their object in attending it is to earn money, and 
accordingly the attendance is large or small, as the supply of work is abundant or other- 
wise. At present there is a pretty good supply of work, and the attendance, on that 
account, is greater than it has been since March 1862. 

14. — It has no way affected the operation of any lay female schools in the district. 

15. — This (being an industrial school), and there being no other school of that kind in 
the district, cannot be compared with any other schools under my inspection. 



16. — Inspections 






I860. I 
3 


1861. 

3 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


" 


r 









17. — Favourable on the whole. 

18. — This industrial school (it being the only one of the kind in the district), has had 
no effect, as far as I can see, on education generally in this neighbourhood. 

(signed) Michael Lawler, District Inspector 
1 June, 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Tyrone, Roll No. 6328. 

Omagh Female Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Loretto. 

Visited 3 June, 1864. — Manager, Rev. M. O’Kane, Parish Priest, Omagh. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels, 


Third Class, 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


248 


94 


35 


10 


4 


1 


2 


52 


Average Age ... 


5-4 


9 


9-2 | 


9 


13 


7 



Answers 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching staff is hardly adequate, only one of the nuns is charged with the 
management of the school. There are three paid monitresses, who do the chief part of the 
work. 

1. ( b ). — The acquirements of the lady in charge of the school are, I presume, of a 
respectable order ; of course I have not examined her ; but I infer, from the answering of 
the monitresses who have been examined by me, and who were taught by her, that she is 
qualified to teach all that is required in such a school as this, as far as relates to literary 
subjects. 

2. — The results of my examinations have always been rather favourable as regards all 
the classes above first class, but I have invariably found too large a proportion of the 
school in the first class. 

3. — There is no infant department in this school, but a great portion of the children 
in first class may be said to be infants. There is no special arrangement made for 
them.- 

4. — Twenty-two girls, of 14 years and upwards, have left the school since October 1859, 
and of these 12 were in the third or the fourth class. Therefore, I should say that 12 to 22 
is the fair proportion of those who have left the school -with an amount of education suited 
to their circumstances. 

5. — Latterly the results of the instruction ‘ given in vocal music have been very limited 
indeed. ' Some time ago a lady of the convent had special charge of the music class in this 
school, but at the end of last year the entire teaching of the school — music as well as other 
things — was given up to one nun, I may say, assisted by the monitresses ; and hence it 
may easily be inferred how little has been done in the way of teaching music, when it is 
considered how much has to be done besides. They sing while employed at needlework ; 
and they sing some pieces very well, but they know little of the theory of music. Drawing 
and other extra branches not taught in this school. 

6. — The results of the industrial instruction given in this school are not of a high order ; 
the majority of the pupils attending the school are too young to have attained to any degree 
of proficiency in needlework. 

7. — I believe the results of the moral training given in the school are in every way 
satisfactory. 

8 . — 1 0 J to 1 1 o’ clock daily is given to religious instruction in the school-room. I believe this 
aiTangement is strictly adhered to. The “ Angelus Domini” is repeated daily at 12 o’clock. 

9. (a ). — They are very fairly. qualified. 

9. (b ). — They are efficient as junior instructors ; the chief part of the teaching of all the 
classes below third class is done by the monitors. 

9. (c). — They are specially taught from 9 to 10 o’clock daily by the nun who conducts 
the school. 

9. (d). — Two of them answered very well at the last examination, and gratuities were 
awarded on account of their answering ; one of them failed to answer so as to entitle the 
school to a gratuity on her account. 

. 10. — I believe the Board’s rules are faithfully observed. 

11. (a). — The school-room will accommodate 270 children, allowing six square feet for 
each. There is only one room. 

11. (5). — Satisfactory in all i-espects. 

11. (c).— £.300. 

12. — There are ten large maps in the school, four of which are “ free stock.” The 
remaining six maps must have cost 1 Z. 8 s. 6 d., at the reduced prices at which they are sold 
by the Board. An organizing “free stock” was granted in October 1860, value 31. 11s. 9 d. 
This is all the apparatus in the school. 

13. — I do not believe the school has, to any great extent, been influential in this direc- 
tion ; but very few of the pupils are the children of the destitute. The superioress tells 
me that some of the poorest of the children get bread regularly during school hours from 
the establishment, and, occasionally, articles of clothing. She believes this has the effect 
of causing children to attend this school who, perhaps, xvould not go to any other. 

14. — The only female school in the neighbourhood that has been at all affected by this 
school is the Omagh Model School. The Roman Catholic children do not attend the 
model schools ; but this can hardly be attributed to the agency of the convent school, but 
rather to other influence ; they would not attend the model school even if the convent 
school did not exist. 

15. a. — I do not look upon it as in any way superior to the ordinary girls’ schools of 
the district. In one aspect it is rather inferior; that is, in respect of the large number of 
the pupils always found in the first or lowest class. 

15. B. — No infant department in the school, nor is there any peculiar mode of treat- 
ment adopted for those who might be considered as infants, viz., those under seven years 
of age. 

15. c. — This school is supei-ior to the ordinary girls’ schools in singing, but not in the 
theory of music. Drawing and other extra branches are not taught. 

15. d. — A s to industrial instruction, this school is pretty much on a level with the 
ordinai-y schools. The majority of the pupils are so very young that any great amount of 
proficiency in needlewoi-k cannot be expected from them. Of 44 girls present on the 
day of my inspection only 23 were learning needlework. 
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15. E. — As to moral training there is little disparity between this and the ordinary 
female schools, it being satisfactory in both. The female teachers generally are exemplary 
in their character and conduct, &c. 

15. F. — I believe religious instruction is more strictly administered in this school than 
in the ordinary schools; 10-| to 11 o’clock daily is set apart for the purpose ; and at this 
time nuns, who do not take part in the general business of the school, assist in teaching 
catechism, prayers, & c. 

15. G. — As far as I have been able to discover, the Board’s rules are as well observed 
in this school as in the ordinary schools. 

15. H. — The school-room accommodation is more ample and of a better quality in 
this school than it is in the ordinary schools in general. 

15. i. — In respect of educational apparatus, this school does not possess any decided 
superiority over the ordinary schools. None at all has been purchased (except six large 
maps) ; only that given as an organizing free stock is in the school. 

15. K. — Undoubtedly the school possesses an amount of attraction for the children of 
the very poor which ordinary schools do not lay claim to. The majority of all the pupils 
are, professedly and in fact, admitted free ; and besides this, as I have already said, occa- 



16. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



1860. 


1861. 


1862. j 


3 


2 


2 




2 


I 



1863. 

3 



17. — Bather favourable generally. 

18. — The effects of this convent school on education generally in the district are not of 
any marked kind, or of any special importance. Of those who have been educated wholly 
or in part in the school, only one has become a teacher. 



(Signed) 



Samuel Adair, District Inspector. 
(Established Church.) 



County Waterford, Roll No. 3228. 
Capfoquin Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Sisters of Mercy. 
Visited 30 May, 1864. — Manager, Rev. Michael Spratt, Cappoquin. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in ! 

Average 
Attendance 1 
for the 
Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


1 Fourth and 
Higher Classes, 


Total. 


370 

Average Age 


209. 


113 


33 


30 


23 


17 


216 


5 


6 


8 


14 


13 





Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Six of the community are employed in teaching, assisted by three senior 
monitors. 

1. (5). — Very good. 

2. — Efficient. 

3. — The infant pupils appear to be managed, cared for, and instructed, with more than 
ordinary success. 

4. — Seventy-five per cent. 

5. — No extra branches are taught. 

6. — Satisfactory. In this establishment the work of the pupils is not sold. 

7. — Satisfactory. 

8. — Religious instruction and religious exercises take place on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, from 12 to 12'5 o’clock; and for 55 minutes after 
general instruction. The specified arrangements are, I believe, observed. 

9. (a). — Very good. 

9. {b\ — Efficient. 

9. (c). — Extra instruction is given to each of the monitors for five hours weekly. 

9. ( d ). — Satisfactory. 

10. — Observed. 

11. (a). — Adequate. 
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11. (a). — Adequate. 

11. (6). — The school-rooms and offices are healthy and suitable. 

11. (c). — About 300/. 

12. — Sufficient; 72/. has been expended in procuring these requisites within the last 
few years. 

13. — Many pupils who attend this school would, I believe, attend no school (conducted 
on other principles) for these reasons : — I. The affection which the people in general have 
for the nuns, and the feeling that once their children enter the school they are well cared 
for. II. Gratuitous admissions. III. The knowledge that, in this case at least, the 
children will receive a good education. IY. Bread is occasionally distributed to the 
poorest children. 

14. — The operation of this school has absorbed three other female schools in the neigh- 
bourhood. I believe that the influence by which this has taken place has been that 
employed by the Roman Catholic clergy. 

15. a. — Superior to the general class ; inferior to a few of the best class of schools. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — No extra branches taught. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. e. — Equal. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. G. — Equal. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. K. — Superior. 



16. — Inspections 






1860. 

2 


1861. 
. 2 


1862. 

3 


Incidental visits 


' 




1 




! 



17. — Of a generally favourable character. 

18. — I apprehend that the operation of this school has served to add to the number of 
recipients of education in this district, as its attractive influences are of no mean order, 
and the quality of the education given in it is of rather a high character. A prominent 
point in the school-keeping is the management of the infants ; and needlework is also 
taught in a highly efficient manner. Four ydung’persons educated at this school have 
undertaken the charge of National schools, and are now conducting them with fair 
success. 

I have no doubt but that this school, equally with all convent ‘National schools within 
my experience, is not supposed to be a National school as such by the great mass of the 
people. I do not think that they (the masses) for an instant imagine that pupils of 
another denomination in religion, would be received in these establishments, however 
erroneous such a supposition ; and I have therefore concluded that, however useful it may 
be, it has failed to extend tbe system, as I understand it, among the general mass of the 
, people. _ _ ' * 

These remarks apply to the principle of National education, and distinct from the 
education given through its means. 

(signed) J. G. Fitzgerald, a. B.,T. C.D., 

4 June, 1864. District Inspector, Second Class. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Waterford, Roll No. 1289. 
Tallow Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Carmelites. 
Visited 3 June, 1864. — Manager, Rev. Patrick Byrne, Tallow. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils . 

on Rolls for ; 
the Year 1863. ; 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863, 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels, 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


To™. 


412 

Average Age 


227 


77 


49 


47 


21 


13 


207 


8 


12 


12 


16 


17 


- 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. — Eight members of the community are employed in teaching, assisted by two 

senior monitors. 

1. (J). — The teachers have been educated at convent or private schools ; their 
acquirements appear to be very fair, hut their method and organizing skill are of a low 
character. 

2. — Tolerable. 

3. — Tolerable. 

4. — 50 per cent. 

5. — No extra branches are taught. 

6. — Successful ; 300 l. per annum on the average has been received for work done by 
the pupils during the last 10 years. 

7. — Tolerable. 

8. Religious instruction takes place on the first five days of the week, from 12 to 12-30 
o’clock. The arrangements are, I believe, attended to. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. ( b ). — Fairly efficient. 

9, (A — Extra instruction is given to the monitors for 30 minutes daily. 

9. (cl). — Satisfactory. 

10. — Observed. 

11. (a). — Adequate. 

11. (b). — Satisfactory, except that the rooms are not warmed in winter. 

11. (c).— 50 /. (The school-house is vested in the Commissioners.) 

12. — The supply of maps is sufficient, but there are no charts or other apparatus pro- 
vided. 2 l. appears to be the sum expended on requisites and books for the last two years. 

13. — I believe that some poor children attend this school, who would probably attend no 
school because even very young children earn as much as 1 s. 6 d. per week at netting, 
being occupied at this work before and after school hours. 

14. — There is one private school and two parochial (Protestant) schools in the town ; this 
school, therefore, monopolises the entire (almost) of the female Roman Catholic education 
in the town, and for a circuit of 1 £ miles. The cause is, in my opinion, entirely attri- 
butable to the pupils earning weekly a sum yarying from 1 s. to 5 s. each. 

15. A. — Inferior to most ordinary schools. 

15. B. — Equal. 

15. c. — No extra branches taught in this school. 

15. D. — Much superior. 

15. E. — Equal. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. G. — Equal. 

15. H. — Equal. 

15. j. — Inferior to most ordinary National schools. 

15. K.— Much more attractive, for reasons stated in answering Query 13. 



16. — Inspections - 


_ 


_ 


I860. 

2 


1861. 

3 


1862. 

3 


1863. 

3 


Incidental visits 


- 


" 


1 


- 


~ 


~ 



17. — Tolerable; not generally favourable. 

18. — The attractive influences which the earning of money is sure to bring with it, has 
served, no doubt, to bring many to attend this school who would otherwise probably attend 
no school. The quality, however, of the literary instruction afforded in it, is by no means 
of a high character. The prominent feature in the school-keeping, and the only one, is the 
industrial work. Six young persons educated at this school have become National teachers; 
one of them, with whom I am acquainted, is a most efficient schoolmistress. 

I do not think that the general body of the people associate this school in their minds 
with the National system ; on the contrary, I believe they draw a broad distinction, and 
think that this school (as well as all convent schools) is entirely of a denominational 
character ; I do not think, therefore, that the school has, by its opex-ation, served to extend 
the National system, as I understand that system, among the general mass of the people. 
These remai-ks apply to the ■principle of National education as distinct entirely from the 
education given under the system. 

(signed) J. G. Fitzgerald, A.B., t.c.d.. 
District Inspector, Second Class. 

4 June, 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Westmeath, Roll No. 8682. 
Moate, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — The Order of Mercy. 
Visited 27 May, 1864. — Manager, Rev. P. E. Sheridan, Moate. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. . 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. ; 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


563 


180 

■ : 1 


83 


51 


27 


14 


14 


189 


Average Age 




6 


9-2 


10-6 


14 


14-5 


10 



Answers to Queries. 

I. (a). — There is an average of 60 pupils to each principal teacher, but there are five 
senior monitresses. This teaching power is nearly adequate. 

1. ( b ). — I believe the literary acquirements of these ladies are of a high order, and they 
show skill in teaching and organizing their school. 

2. — Very satisfactory. 

3. — There is very great care taken of the infant pupils. This department of the school is 
efficiently conducted ; in this respect, it is superior to any lay school in the district. 

4. — As this school is only about two years in operation, very few pupils have finally left ; 
those who have were fairly educated. 

5. — Vocal music is very skilfully taught ; a few pupils are also learning the harmonium. A 
drawing-class has been recently formed ; the results are satisfactory. 

6. — Needlework, particularly plain work, is carefully taught to all girls old enough to learn 
it, with satisfactory results. 

7. — The moral training, habits, and manners of pupils are very carefully attended to; 
more carefully, and move successfully than in any lay school in my district. 

8. — The time and attention devoted to this subject are both ample and satisfactory, 'much 
more so than in lay schools. I believe the specified arrangements are carefully observed. 

9. (a). — Fair. 

9. ( b ). — Satisfactory. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction outside of the usual school-hours; I believe the nuns give 
much attention to their improvement. 

9. (tZ). — Only one has been long enough appointed to attend an examination ; her answer- 
ing was unsatisfactory. 

] 0. — I believe the Board’s rules are very carefully observed in this school. 

11. (a ). — There is ample accommodation; there are about eight square feet for each pupil 
in average attendance. 

1 1. (&). — The rooms are well lighted and ventilated, by windows in front and rear, opening 
by pulleys; offices are also provided. 

11. (c). — Manager stated that the expense was about 300 l., from local contributions. 

12. — There is an adequate supply, principally granted by the Board ; the community 
expended about 10 l. 

13. — This school is established about two years; there was previously an ordinary lay female 
National school in the town for many years, at which the attendance never exceeded 60 . 
Since this school was established the average attendance has been about 180, and this great 
increase is the result of the influence of this convent school over the poorer classes. 

14. — The female National school in the town was closed soon after this convent school was 
established; several pupils ceased attending a lay female school two miles distant. The only 
agency was the influence a good school has over an inferior one. 

15. a.— In this respect this convent school is superior to every lay female school in my 
district, with two exceptions. 

15. b. — In this respect it is superior to any lay female school in my district. 

15. c. — With the exception of vocal music in two schools in my district, this convent 
school holds the first rank. 

15. n. — In this respect, too, it is superior to lay schools. 

15. e. — The moral training of the pupils is more carefully and successfully attended to 
than in any lay school. » 

405. D D 3 15. F.— The 
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15. f. — The care and success of these nuns in giving religious instruction are far in advance 
of any lay school, on which account this and all convent schools are held in high estimation 
by the people. 

15. g. — 1 believe the Board’s rules are as carefully observed here as in lay schools. 

15. h. — The accommodation is superior to that in ihe generality of lay schools. 

15. i. — In the supply of apparatus it is in advance of most lay schools; the supply is 
fully adequate. 

IS. k. — I n this respect this school is far superior to all lay schools in my district. 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



i 1860. 



1861. 



1862. 

3 

6 



1 863. 



7 



17. — Favourable. 

18 . — This school affords an illustration of the attractive influence of convent schools in 
bringing the children of the poor and destitute under instruction. For many years the 
attendance at the lay female National school in this town never exceeded 60 ; but since this 
school was established, little more than two years ago, the average on rolls has been more 
than 300, and the daily attendance about 180; and this increase has been, to a great extent, 
of children who never before went to any school. 

1 am now 17 years inspecting convent schools in the counties of Carlow, Kilkenny, 
Limerick, Cork, Waterford, and Westmeath, and my experience justifies me in stating 
that the children who attend them are carefully instructed in all religious and moral duties, 
and trained to habits of order and cleanliness. 



•28 May, 1£64. 



(signed) Henry L. D'Arcy, District Inspector. 
(Roman Catholic.) 



, County Westmeath, Roll No. 934. 
Mullingar Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Nuns of the Presentation Order. 
Visited 25 May, 1864. — Manager, Rev. Luke Barton, Mullingar. 



Total N um !> l -' r . 

Number of : of f u P> ls ,n 
Distinct Pupils Average 

on Rolls for Attendance 

the Year 1863. , 

the Year 1863. 




Number of Pupils present < 


m Days of Special Inspection in 




/ 

First Class, j 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


693 224 


157 


80 


57 


19 


30 


343 


Average Age - 


5-5 


9 


10-7 


1P7 




10-4 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— The teaching power is scarcely adequate to the requirements of the school., 
There arc about 40 pupils to each principal teacher. 

L (6). — I never examined any of these ladies, but I heard several of them teaching. My 
opinion of their literary acquirements, method of teaching, &e. is favourable. 

2. — On this point also my opinion is favourable. 

3. — The ladies who conduct this department exhibit much care and earnestness, and also 
a fair amount of skill. 

4. — I have made inq.uiry on this subject, and am led to believe that the pupils who have 
finally left this school have attained a fair degree of education for the social position they 
were called on to fill. 

5. — Vocal music is the only extra branch taught, with the exception of a few pupils learning 
the harmonium. The results are satisfactory. 

6. — Many poor girls taught at this school have been able to earn, and are still earning, a 
livelihood from working at plain needlework. 

7. — As to the results of moral training, habits, and manners, my opinion is highly favourable. 
The children educated at convent schools are more moral, more gentle, and more obedient 
to authority than other children. 

8 .— The 
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8. — The arrangements for religious do not interfere with secular instruction, and, as far as 
I know, the specified arrangements are observed. 

9. (a).— There are now only two monitresses in this very numerously-attended school- 

their literary acquirements are satisfactory. ” ’ 

9. ( b ). — Fair. 

9. (c). — They receive instruction both before and after ordinary school-hours. 

9. (i).— Satisfactory. The conductors hare received gratuities for the efficient instruction 
given to monitresses. 

10. — The rules of the Board are not violated. 

11 . (a).— There is very ample accommodation, in three large rooms; there is about 1 6 
square feet for each pupil. 

11. ( b ). — As to light and ventilation, these school-rooms rank first in this district where 
there are ] 17 schools. 

11 . (c). — I am informed that this school-house was erected at an expense of about 700 l. 
from local sources. 

12 . — These schools are well provided with every necessary appliance, at an expense to the 
community of 53 l. 9 s. 2 d. during the last four years. 

13. — I am quite satisfied that any other than a convent school would not be attended by 
even one-fourth of the children who attend this school. It is in bringing the children of 
the poorer classes under the influence of instruction that ibis school is chiefly valuable. 

14. — There has been no female lay school within a distance of less than three miles' these 
many years. On schools at that distance it seems to me to have little influence. 

15. a.— A s to efficiency, it is fully equal to the best lay female schools in this district, 
and superior lo the great majority of them. 

15. b — There is fully as much care taken of infant pupils here as in any school in this 
district. 

15. c.— There is instruction given only in music. In this respect it is not superior to 
some ordinary girls’ schools. 

15. d.— T he industrial instruction is limited to plain needlework, which is more efficiently 
taught than in ordinary schools. J 

15. e. — In this respect this school is superior to any ordinary girls’ school. 

15 p. — R eligious instruction being the chief excellence of a convent school, of course in 
this respect it surpasses all ordinary schools. 

15. g.— Although I believe the Board’s rules are observed here,, they are observed with 
reluctance, because the nuns believe that these rules interfere with the religious teaching of 
the pupils. It is not superior to other schools on this point. 

15 h. — As to school-room accommodation, this school is superior to every other in the 
district. 1 

15- i. — In this respect also it is in advance of other schools. 

15. k. — A s to attractive influence in bringing the children of the poor under instruction 
it far exceeds all other schools. In fact, on this point no other school could be at all com- 
pared to a convent school. 

1860. | 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

3 4 3 3 

7 I 5 | 6 ! 4 

17. — Favourable. 

18. — I beg leave to bring the following points under the notice of the Board:— 

1 st. That, as the National system of education was established principally with a 
view to the education of the children of the Roman Catholic poor (because the" Protes- 
tants were already sufficiently supplied with schools), it is of the greatest importance 
that convent schools should he in connexion with the Board, as a guarantee that the 
religion of the people will not be interfered with. 

2 nd. That, as the influence of religious teachers exceeds all other influence over 
children, every legitimate effort should be made to render convent schools as efficient 
as possible, and ancillary to State education. 

3rd. That, as convent schools are so numerously attended, and as the teaching 
power in these schools is not sufficient, steps should be taken to secure the services of 
lay teachers, as assistants or pupil-teachers, in order that the children of the destitute 
poor, who form a large proportion of the attendance, should be more efficiently 
instructed. J 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



26 May, 1864. 



(signed) Henry L. D'Arcy, District Inspector 
(Roman Catholic). 



405. 
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County Westmeath, Roll No. 6674. 
Rochford Bridge Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Order of Mercy. 



Visited 23 and 30 May, 1864. — Manager, Rev. G. Robbins, Rochford Bridge. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863.; 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


191 


80 


23 


16 


19 


8 


4 


70 


Average Age - 


6 


8 


9-6 


12 


13 


9-6 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — There are about 40 pupils to each principal teacher. 

1. ( b ). — As to these points my opinion is favourable. 

2. — Satisfactory. 

3. — -A s .to these points, my opinion is favourable. 

4. — This school is little more than a year in operation. Only a few pupils have finally 
left ; the amount of education was fair. 

5. — Vocal music is the only extra branch taught. The results are satisfactory. 

6. — The results are satisfactory. 

7. — In these respects the results are very satisfactory. 

8. — The arrangements are ample and carefully observed, more ample than in lay schools. 

9. (a). — The acquirements of monitors are satisfactory. 

9. (b). — Satisfactory. 

9. (c). — Satisfactory. 

9. (d). — Never yet examined ; school not long enough in operation. 

10. — The Board’s rules are carefully observed. 

11. (a ). — There are 10 square feet to each child. 

11. (b ). — The rooms are well lighted and ventilated by windows in front and rear. Offices 
fair. 

11. (c).~As far as can be ascertained, the expense was 250 l. 

12 . — There is a fair supply of school appliances, principally granted by the Board. The 
community expended about 5 1. 

13. — As to this subject, the result has been very satisfactory. See Ans. to Query 18. 

14. — This school has been established little more than a year. A lay female school, about 
two miles distant, has been closed, as the senior pupils left to attend this school. The only 
agency was the influence of a good school over an inferior one. 

15. a. — This school is fully equal to any lay school in this district as to efficiency of 
general course of instruction. 

15. b. — T hese ladies attend carefully to the infant pupils, more carefully than in the 
ordinary girls’ schools of this district. 

15. c. — The instruction in vocal music, the only branch taught, is very efficient, fully 
equal to the best lay schools. 

15. d. — I can record a very favourable opinion as to the teaching of this branch. 

15. e. — T he moral training of pupils is carefully attended to, more carefully than in lay 
schools. 

15. f. — T he religious teaching in this school, as in all other convent schools, as far as I 
know, exceeds that given in any lay school. 

15. G. — The Board’s rules are carefully observed, as carefully as in any lay school in my 
district. 

15. h. — T he accommodation is superior to most lay schools in this district. 

15. i. — The supply is fair, not superior to many lay schools in this district. 

15. k. — T he attractive influence far exceeds the influence of any lay school. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections - I - I - I - 3 

Incidental visits - | - | - | - [ - 

18. — There was an ordinary lay female National school in this village until this convent school 

was 
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was established about a year ago. The attendance at this school affords another illustration 
of the attractive influence of convent schools. A lay National school established in this 
village for many years could not command an attendance of more than 30 (average) pupils. 
The attendance at a female school in the neighbourhood was about 24 (average) ; the 
attendance at this school is now 80 (average). The increase has been entirely confined to 
the poor and destitute classes, and I look forward to a still more numerous attendance. ^ 

(signed) Henry L. D’Arcy, District Inspector. 

31 May 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



County Wexford, Roll. No. 6058. 
Enniscorthy Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Presentation Order. 



Visited 27 May and 6 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. Thomas Roche, Enniscorthy. 



. Total 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance 

for 

tbe Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


1 First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes, j 


~\ 

Total. 


405 


169 


83 


22 


25 | 


23 


20 


173 


Average Age - 


6 


9 


9 


12 


11-7 


8-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a ). — Teaching power, quite sufficient: six nuns are constantly employed during 
the day in teaching and superintending. These are assisted by five paid, and seven unpaid 
monitors. 

1. (b).— Acquirements, fair; somewhat superficial in method and manner of teaching. 
School organized in 1858 by a Mrs. Murphy, and the system of organization then esta- 
blished had even, in 1862, fallen away very much in its essential points. 

2 . — General efficiency of instruction ; only tolerable save in reading, which appears to be 
very well taught. 

s ' — The infant pupils are kept and trained in a separate small room, fitted with a gallery 
under a special teacher. This room is quite too small and confined; not more than six out 
of the entire 83 could read advanced lessons in Sect. 3 ; fair in counting and mental addi- 
tions; indifferent in spelling and naming vowels ; have very little knowledge of meanings 
of words ; explanations of lessons. 

4. — I am unable to give a definite answer to this query, as the registers for past years up 
to 1857, and from 1860 to 1863, have been almost totally destroyed, the superioress 
states by mistake. From examinations of the remains of the register for 1858 and 1859, I 
calculate that about 1— 15th of those struck off left in Class 3 and 4. This, however, must 
be erroneous; the register has not been properly balanced. 

A — School songs and hymns taught by ear merely ; no other extra branches taught. 

6. — Industrial instruction fairly attended to ; plain sewing and knitting pretty generally 
taught; the paid monitors are taught dressmaking. About 20 girls learn emhroidery and 
fancy work. Formerly, a dressmaker was kept employed in the school. Six girls attend 
the school for industrial instruction merely; 12 are supplied with work at their homes. 

— Personal demeanour of children, quiet and respectful; neat and clean in dress; 
orderly and kind to each other. Several of the children of comfortable parents bring bread 
and lunch for their poorer and destitute little class fellows. Such unselfishness and charity 
I consider one of the most hopeful and beautiful traits in the character of childhood ; the 
school in which it is fostered must possess sound moral training of the highest order. 

8 - — Prayer during five minutes, previous to secular instruction, at half-past nine o’clock. 
Instruction in catechism; Douay bible and Angelus repeated; 11 till 12 o’clock. Litany 
during the dismissal of pupils at three o’clock. These specified arrangements are observed. 

9. (a ), — Acquirements of monitors, pretty fair. 

9. ( b ). — General efficiency tolerable ; the nuns complain of their want of industry. 

9. (c). — The paid and unpaid monitors receive special instruction daily during one 
hour ; instruction in method three times a week. 

405* E E 9. ( d ). — None 
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9> (d). None of these monitors having attended the usual annual examinations since my 

coming to the district, I am unable to answer this query. 

10 . — Board’s rules faithfully observed. 

llt ( a )._ Accommodation of principal school-room adequate ; infant school-room quite 
too small and confined. , . . . , , f .. 

n> (b). Principal room well lighted and ventilated; infant school-room detective in 

both respects ; playground and out-offices very fair. 

11. (c).— About 300 1. . , ... 

12 . — Adequate; there are nine large maps; six on physical geography ; seven black 

boards ■ easel ; ball frame, and the usual charts and tablets given to organized schools ; 
amount of apparatus procured since February 1858, 5/. 16 s.; average amount of sale 
stock annually procured since January 1858, 4 1. 2 s. 6 d. Expense in providing the above 
derived from the funds of the community. . . ■ 

13 . This school has had the usual effect of convent schools in bringing girls ot the 

destitute classes under instruction. „ , , , 

14 . Whatever lay female schools for a time coexisted with it had been wholly absorbed 

or er ased operation before I came to the district. In itself, this school might have exercised 
but little influence upon the attendance of the Female Model School, had not external 
agencies through the Roman Catholic clergymen, been entirely brought to bear in its 
favour ; for this end no effort has been spared. I am aware, and am prepared to sub- 
stantiate my statements, that several Roman Catholic parents at present sending their 
children to this school would gladly remove them to the Model School, if they dared. 

15 . A , Efficiency of general course of instruction about on a par with average female 

schools for the poor ; inferior to good. , . , 

15 . 2 j. The infant pupils are well attended to ; they appear healthy, happy, and 

contented. 

15. c. — Tolerable. 

15. d. — S uperior. 

15. e. — G enerally superior. . , 

15 . f— Superior; the parents consider their children, when attending this school, to be 
more attentive to their religious duties than when in ordinary female National schools. 
This constitutes one of the attractive influences of convent schools. 

15. G. — Good. 

15. h- — G ood. 

15. i. — Good. 

m K.— Superior. 1861 . , 1862 . 18(i3 . 

16^ — Inspections None. 2 2 

Incidental visits - ~ " 



17 . - 1861 . Generally favourable. . . t 

1862. Reading, satisfactory; penmanship, medium; arithmetic, indifferent; ciassih- 
cation of pupils, defective. 

1863. Unpaid monitors, satisfactory in reading, spelling, and grammar; writing, 
fair; indifferent in arithmetic and geography; penmanship of pupils, indifferent. 

18 . — At the time of the establishment of this school in Enniscorthy, the education of the 
poorer classes of girls had been almost quite neglected. Up to 1844, education of an 
advanced character was given. Subsequently it declined, owing to the Roman Catholic 
bishop being averse to those girls being so highly educated. I will not stop to inquire as 
to the wisdom of such a step, but it is certain that many poor girls have obtained com- 
paratively comfortable positions in life, owing to the instruction they received in this 
school ; but of 124 such girls, six are nursery governesses, eight clerks in 'shops, 20 bonnet- 
makers’ and boot-binders, 30 dressmakers, 60 servants. 

(signed) C. W. Dugan, 

District Inspector, 2d Class. 

13 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Wexford, Roll No. 382-4. 

Gorey Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : —Institute of the Blessed Virgin (Loretto). 



Visited 8 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. James Lacy, p. p., Gorey. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
tbe Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


! Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


427 

1 


152 


86 


29 


15 


15 


10 


155 


Average Age 


6-4 


10-7 


11-4 


11-9 


12-3 


8-7 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a ). — The teaching power is not quite adequate, as there are but two ladies of the 
convent employed continuously or nearly so, during school hours ; a third assists occa- 
sionally. 

1. (5). —The teachers are very competent as to attainments, and instruct with earnest- 
ness and intelligence ; they moreover exhibit skill and method in the management of the 
school. 

2. — The instruction is of an effective character, more especially in reading and writing. 

3. — A separate room for infants is much wanted. Considering the absence of such 
accommodation they are managed very successfully. 

4. — 60 per cent. 

5. — No instruction of this kind. 

6. — The results of industrial instruction, so far as I could ascertain, are of moderate cha- 
racter. The senior pupils have been employed at knitting for some time past. Sewing is 
taught to junior classes second and some'pupils of first. 

7. — The moral tone of the school is highly satisfactory, the children having been carefully 
trained to habits of obedience, good order, and neatness. - 

8. — Religious instruction is given for hours on Wednesday, and for half-an-hour on 
each other week-day except Saturday. The arrangements are punctually observed. 

9. (a). — The monitors are very creditably instructed ; my examination on this occasion 
elicited particularly good answering from the senior monitors in the Historical Sketches 
contained in the Board’s books, in the more critical portions of English grammar, and in 

he advanced lessons on etymologies. 

9. (5). — They are very useful as junior instructors. 

9. (c). — They are under special instruction from nine to ten every morning, and at home 
they write exercises in parsing, composition, &c., which are examined and corrected by their 
teachers. 

9. ( d ). — At the annual examinations held by my predecessor, their answering was 
evidently good, as gratuities for instructing them were awarded to the teachers in successive 
years. 

10. — The rules ol the Board are duly observed by the conductors. 

11. (a). — One large school-room affords space for 250 children. 

11. (5). — The school-room is a very fine one, 60 x 25 feet, height 14, light and ventila 
tion very good. The playground is rather small for a school so numerously attended. 

11. (c). — The expense of building cannot be given separately, as there are dormitories on 
the upper floor ; actual cost of furniture 46 /. Taking the Board’s scale as standard, the 
cost of building and fitting up may be estimated at 450 l. 

12. — A sufficient number of large maps, and a fair supply of charts and other apparatus. 
The expense cannot be ascertained, the former Report Book having been destroyed. 

13- — The school works most beneficially in inducing parents to send children at an early 
age and from distant homes in larger numbers than they usually do in the case of ordinary 
schools. The children of the poorest class, moreover, are sent freely, owing to the parents’ 
reverence for the nuns, and confidence in their zeal and charity. 

14. — This was the first female National school for girls established in Gorey or its 
neighbourhood. A school for boys and girls is still carried on in Gorey, by a master who 
man Y years ago taught the Gorey Naiional School for both sexes ; this teacher is not opposed 
by the Roman Catholic clergy, although the Christian Brothers have a school in the town. 
4°5- E E 2 The 
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The nearest girls’ school (National), that is or has been in existence in the surrounding 
locality, is at River Chapel, miles distant. 

15 . a.— Compared with ihe ordinary girls’ schools of the district, taken as a body, this 
school is in my judgment, superior as regards the teaching of reading to the higher classes 
and of writing generally, while it is of equal efficiency with the other schools in the remaining 
items of literary instruction. 

15 . b.— Superior to the ordinary schools in the general care of infants, equal as respects 
their instruction. . ... , , 

15. C.— Of less efficiency as respects singing, &c., no instruction in these branches 



being given in this school. 

15. d.— E qual to the other schools with regard to industrial instruction. 

15. E. — Superior as regards the moral training of pupils. 

15. F. Superior in the amount of attention devoted to religious instruction, and in the 

qualifications of the instructors. 

15> a— On a par with the other schools as regards observance of the Board s rules. 

15. H. — Superior as respects school-room accommodation. 

15. i. — Somewhat superior as to supply of education apparatus. 

25. K . Decidedly superior in its power to attract, in the greatest possible numbers, 

the children of the humbler classes. 

1 I860. I 1861. 1 1862. j 1863. 

16. — Inspections - - - - | 3 I 3 I 3 l 3 

Incidental visits No record of incidental visits. No Report 

Book in school for years previous to 1862. 

17- Rather unfavourable as respects certain items of literary instruction ; favourable in 

other particulars. „ „ . ... 

18. Established in 1843, this school appears to have assisted powerfully in extending 

and popularising the National system in the surrounding portion of the County Wexford, 
where it had not obtained a footing as soon as in other parts of Leinster. 

Eight National schoolmistresses were named to me as having been educated here ; the 
present position of two of those teachers are not known to the nuns, or to myself. Of the 
remaining six, one ranks as I. 2 class, two are in II. 1 class, one in II. 2 , one in III. 1 , and 
one in III . 2 The young persons who are now being prepared for the calling of teacher 
are likely also to leave this school with a superior amount of literary attainments, and they 
alone will be in fault if they do not bring to their spheres of duty the zealous industry, the 
punctual, careful, and active habits, and the taste for order and propriety which their 
teachers have diligently sought to impart to them. 

(signed) B. M‘ Sheehy, District Inspector. 

9 June 1864. (Roman Catholic. 



County Wexford, Roll No. 967. 

New Ross, No. 1, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Community of Carmelite Nuns. 



Visited 31 May 1864. — Managers, Mrs. Howlett and Mrs. Dalton, New Ross. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 




Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


559 


132 


60 


32 


42 


30 


19 


183 


Average Age 


. - . 


5 


10 


13 


13 


13-5 


9 



Answers to Queries. 



1. (a). — Teaching power quite adequate. 

! (b) —Acquirements very fair. Rote methods of teaching seem rather prevalent. 
Organizing skill pretty fair. At present the system of organization recommended by me 
for the senior school is well carried out, and with the best results. Previously 1 had to 
find great fault with the defective conduct of the school in this respect. 

2. — General efficiency of instruction tolerable. 

3. — Infant pupils taught in lower room; trained and managed by three or four nuns, 
assisted by a paid monitor. There is no gallery. The children are taught reading in the 
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old rote method ; very little instruction given in other subjects. School-room not sufficiently 
cheerful or properly fitted up for infant classes. 

4. — About one-fourth. 

5. — No instruction given in these branches. 

6. — Satisfactory, in the ordinary literary school. All the children capable are taught plain 
sewing and knitting. In the special industrial school a high class of instruction is given. 
During 1863 about 200 girls were employed, who worked partly at home, partly at the school. 
On an average, about 60 attend the school. I append the amount of receipts. 

Receipts in Industrial School : 

£. s. d. \ £. s. d. 

1859 - - - 645 18 - j 1862 - - - 626 1 11 

1860 - - - 707 18 10 1863 - - - 375 7 11 

1861 - - - 375 7 2J I 

7. — Satisfactory. The children are obedient and truth-telling ; quiet and orderly in school ; 
neat and careful in personal appearance. 

8. — Religious instruction, from 12 to 12g, daily attended to. 

9. ( a ). — Acquirements of monitors only medium. Removal of junior monitor on ground 
of defective acquirements recommended at last inspection. 

9. ( b ). — Efficiency, as instructors, tolerable. 

9. (c). — The monitors being employed during the entire day in teaching, receive special 
instruction from 5 to 7 p. m. in the usual literary branches. I have not learned that instruc- 
tion is given on methods of teaching. 

9. {d). — Unsatisfactory at examinations of 1862 and 1863. 

10. — Faithfully observed. 

11. (a ). — Accommodation in school and class rooms excellent. 

11. (ft). — Healthy, cheerful, and well ventilated : playground and out-offices very good. 



11 . (c). — The mere building cost about 
Fittings and furniture - 




£. 650 - - 
350 - - 


Total cost 


- - £. 


| 1,000 - - 



12. — School well supplied with maps and charts. A small stock of apparatus. School 
requisites good. 

13. — Cost of apparatus, procured June 1858 - - - - £.1 16 3 

„ Sale stock since 1856 - - - - - 55 13 

The school has certainly had a most beneficial effect in bringing such children under 
the influence of instruction of a sound religious and moral character. The great majority of 
the children attend ing belong to the more destitute classes of the town. 

14. — All the female schools for the poor of any importance have been altogether absorbed, 
or have ceased operation since its establishment. Of course, the influence of a Roman 
Catholic clergyman has been exerted in its favour. 

15. A. — Tolerable. 

15. B — Good. 

15. c — None taught. 

15. D. — Very superior. 

15. E. — Superior. 

15. f. — S uperior. 

15 . g. — Good. 

15. h. — S uperior. 

15. i. — Good. 

15. k. — M uch superior to that of ordinary schools. The pure and blameless lives of the 
nuns, their disinterested devotion and affection for the poor, combine to form an attractive 
influence vainly to be sought for amongst other female teachers. 

| 1860. | 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16. — Inspections- - 2 I 2 I 1 3 

Incidental visits - | — | — | — | — 

17. — 1860-61: — School generally below the requirements of the programme. 

1862-63: — Favourable as to reading; unfavourable with regard to instruction in 
other branches. 

18. — This school has been established over 30 years, and during that time had been almost 
the only means of affording an elementary education to the poorer female children in New 
Ross and vicinity. A large number of these have got comfortable situations in consequence 
of the education here received. Out of 50 pupils enumerated by the conductors, not less 
than 20 have in themselves become agents for the diffusion of education, several of these in 
Australia and Newfoundland; five are governesses at home; seven teaching in National 
schools. One of these has charge of Cushinstown National School, in this district; one 
teaching a school in England. 

(signed) C. W. Dugan, 

District Inspector, 2d Class. 

13 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 



405. E E 3 
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County Wexford, Roll No. 9047. 

New Ross, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Order of Mercy. 
Visited 31 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Sinnott, New Ross. 



Number of j 
Distinct Pupils j 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. | 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pi 


ipils present t 


)n Days of Special Inspection in 




Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863. 


First Class, j 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. ! 

i 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


405 


138 j 


85 


50 


23 


18 


10 


186 


Average Age - 


- - ■ 


65 


| 9-5 


10 


12-3 


13 


8-7 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Two, and occasionally three nuns, assisted by two paid monitors and a lay 
teacher are employed. 

1. (6). — General acquirements good; the lay teacher, who is paid by the community, 
shows some skill and intelligence in class teaching; is rather superficial, however, in her 
matter of instruction. 

2. — Efficiency of instruction as yet only medium, but indicating improvement. 

3. — The infant pupils are trained and instructed in a separate school-room under one of 
the nuns, who specially devotes herself to this work. As there is no play-ground, the 
children get little or no open air recreation, they are allowed, however, to play about the 
school-room at certain times. 

4. — 290 pupils have finally left school since its opening, 9, 62. 58 of these being in 

Class III. and IV., which gives a proportion of one fifth ; of this 58, only 13 came to the 
school in lower classes. 

5. — The children are taught school songs by ear merely ; no other extra branches taught. 

6. — Very fairly successful. I find already that 23 girls can sew and make up simple 
articles of dress. Nearly all the children, save the new infants, are taught knitting. 

7. — The results of the moral training, even during the short time (hat the school has been 
in operation, are highly successful. From my own personal observation, I can assert this. 
When I visited the school shortly after its opening, the girls were in the rudest possible 
slate, boisterous disobedient, and impudent, the greater part of whose time had .been spent 
running almost wild about the streets, the superiors stated they had little seuse of morality 
at all. I now find these very girls almost quite amenable to order and discipline, some- 
what attentive to neatness and propriety, and generally improved in moral training. 

8. — Religious instruction from 12 to 12 £ daily; arrangements properly observed. 

9. (a). — Acquirements of monitors only medium, these were the best I could get from 
amongst the pupils at the lime of their appointment. 

9. (b ). — General efficiency as junior instructors tolerable. 

9. (c). — Specially instructed from 9£ till 10£, and from 5 till 6 p.m. 

The same system and regulations as io conduct for the guidance of the monitors, noted 
in my special report on the Wexford Infant School, exists here. I refer to that i-eport for 
particulars. 

9. (d).~ As yet none have attended the annual examinations. 

10 . — Boaid’s rules fairly observed. 

11. (a). — School-room accommodation adequate. 

11 . (b ). — Senior school-room satisfactory in these respects ; junior, or lower room badly 
lighted, and offices in good order. No play grounds. 

11 . (c). — About 400 /. 

12. — There are ten large maps in the schools, a black-board, easel, ball frame, book-press. 
Amount of apparatus procured, 1 1. 17 s. id. ; amount of sale of stock during 1863, 4/. 11 s. 

13. — A large number of the destitute and neglected poor girls of New Ross have literally 
been drawn off the streets, and brought under the influence of instruction, by the operation 
of this school. The Sisters of Mercy in their rounds of visits to the sick, come into contact 
with children, who otherwise, most probably, would not think of schooling, and so have 
peculiar facilities in influencing their attendance. 

14. — Several poor female schools, existing in the back streets of the town, have been given 
up since the establishment of this school, the principal agency has been the personal 

influence 
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influence of the nuns, as above mentioned. A certain amount of clothing is also given to 
the more destitute children in the shape of rewards for good attendance. 

15. a. — Tolerable. 

15. B. — Superior. 

15. c. — Medium. 

15. D. — Superior. 

15. e. — Superior. 

15. f. — Superior. 

15. g. — Fair. 

15. H. — Superior. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. k.. — S uperior. The nature of the attractive influences has been already referred to 
in my report upon Wexford Infant School. Schools under the Sisters of Mercy are con- 
ducted so similarly, that almost the same observations on this subject are applicable to all. 





1860. 1861. | 


1862. 


16 .— Inspections - - - - i 


School not in operation 1 


1 


Incidental visits 


i 


none. 



1863. 

3 

none. 



17. — 1862. Report on application for aid. General proficiency low. Discipline and 
order unsatisfactory. 

17. — 1863. Reading tolerable : indicating improvement. Arithmetic indifferent : children 
not sufficiently accurate or expert. Penmanship and writing from dictation demanding 
much improvement. 

18. — A bipartite system of organization suggested for each school. The establishment of 
this school has largely added to the diffusion of elementary instruction amongst the poorer 
classes of New Ross and its neighbourhood. Instead of diminishing the attendance at the 
older New Ross Female School, it has actually, as it were, stimulated to an increase. 

During the year 1862 , at the close of which, this school was opened, there were 637 
children on the rolls of New Ross Females, while during the following years there were no 
less than 964 distinct pupils on the rolls of both schools, representing an increased exten- 
sion of elementary education to 327 poor girls. 

So far the operation of the school has extended National education, and directly must 
have the effect of attaching those people to the system, who are deriving such a lasting and 
tangible benefit from it. Even the gentry and laity, in general, with whom I have come 
into contact, have remarked to me that our system must be more liberal than was supposed, 
since it can be adopted by the members of specific religious orders. Some, however, have 
observed to me, that this and similar schools are denominational ; the superioress herself 
pointed out to me her robe, and dress, and crucifix, saying, what is this but “ denomina- 
tional but my answer is, there is no denominational teaching, the children use the 
same books, and receive the same kind of instruction as their Protestant fellows, in purely 
mixed schools, and there is nothing taught, which in the remotest degree tends to array one 
denomination against another ; this, I believe, to be the end and essence of our system. 

This school being only a short time in operation, has not yet supplied or trained any 
young persons for the office of teacher. 

(signed) C. W. Dugan, District Inspector, 2 d Class. 

11 June 1864, (Roman Catholic.) 



County Wexford, Roll No. 9047. 



New Ross Female (2) Content National School. 



Name of Order, Institute,, or Community : — -Sisters of Mercy. 



Visited 6 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Catherine Sinnot, New Ross. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. | 


Second Class. 


1 

Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes, j 


Total. 


Average Ag< 




140 


69 


52 


20 


18 


10 


169 




6-5 


9-5 


10 


12-3 


13-5 


9 '4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




220 SPECIAL REPORTS ON CONVENT SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION 
Answers to Queries. 

l[ (a).— Three ladies, sometimes four, engage in teaching, aided by one paid monitress ; 
two" for whom payment is reported, and a young woman, aged 22 years,* who has had some 
experience in school teaching. For the work to be done, the teaching power is insufficient. 

1 . (&). Of their acquirements, I have not had opportunity to form an opinion; neither 

their method of teaching, nor their organising skill, is very effective. 

2 . — Very moderate, but the materials they had to work upon were very raw. 

3 . — Management and care of infants very good ; instruction of those capable of receiving 

literary instruction rather poor. tic, 

4. — The school has been so short a time in operation (accounts opened on 22d September 
1862) that no children can be said as yet to have received an education in it. 

5 . — Nearly all the pupils learn to sing by ear only. Drawing not taught. 

6. — Satisfactory. 

7 . I learn from the conductors of the school that the children were, at the opening, ex- 

ceedingly rude and wild ; although still rather rough, they have been much improved from 
•what they seem to have been. 

8. — Half-an-ltour daily at noon. 

9 . ( a ). — Fair, for their status, which is low. 

9. ( b ). — Tolerable. 

9 , ( c ). — They are specially instructed by one of the ladies. 

9 . (d). — They have not yet been at an annual examination. 

10. — Satisfactory. 

11 . (a). — Ample. . 

Xi. (£). The light is not very good. The school-rooms are good in other respects. 

11 . (c.)— I did not learn the amount expended. The district inspector will report it. 

12. — Supply sufficient. Ditto ----- ditto. 

13 . It has drawn out a large number of children who never attended any other school; 

but there was not previously National school accommodation for them. 

14. — Not at all, so far as I have learned. 

15 .. — I have inspected only two ordinary girls’ schools in this district, between which, 
schools and this a comparison cannot fairly be instituted, the teacher of one having been 
dismissed on my report, and the teacher of the other having been previously monitor in a 
convent school ; but, compared with those I have visited in other districts. 

15. A. — Low. 

15. b.— V ery good. 

15. c. — In vocal music, good. 

15. d. — V ery good. 

15. e. — V ery good. 

15. f. — Very good. 

15. g. — V ery good. 

15. H. — Commodious; not very well lighted. 

15. i. — Very good. 

15. k. — V ery good. 

1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - -- -- -- -- - 3 

Incidental visits - — 

17. — State of instruction low, but improving. 

X8_ The school has been so short a time in operation that I believe it has not yet had 

any great effect of any kind on education. 

(signed ) James Patterson, Head Inspector. 

11 June 1864. " (Presbyterian.) 



County Wexford, Roll No. 3634. 

Newtownbarry Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Order of the Faithful Companions of Jesus. 



Visited 13 and 14 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. J. D. Hore, N. T. Barry. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 




Number of Pupils present i 


m Days of Special Inspection in 




on Rolls for 
the Y ear 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

tlie Year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


! Fourth and \ 
Higher Classes. ^ 


Total. 


180 


67 


50 


12 


26 


12 


6 


106 


Average Age - 


. . - 


7-4 


9-4 


11-7 


121 


15 


- 9-2 


* — Answers 
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Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is inadequate. 

1 . (ft).— The acquirements of the teachers are' good; method of teaching, earnest and 
painstaking ; organizing skill, tolerable. 

2. — The proficiency of the junior classes is* low; the instruction of those classes is prin- 
cipally confided to the monitors, and is wanting in efficiency ; the proficiency of the higher 
classes manifested a very fair amount of efficiency of instruction. 

3. — There is no infant department in the school. 

4. - — Of the pupils that have ceased attendance at school, 46’1 per cent, reached the third 
or higher classes. 

5. — The pupils sing several pieces in parts, and with very good effect. 

6 . — Dress and shirt-making, embroidery, crochet, &c., are taught, and with satisfactory 

results. • 

7- — The pupils are clean, orderly, and truthful; their manners are modest and respectful. 

8. — The arrangements for religious instruction are from 11.30 to 12.30 o’clock on first 
five school-days. Those arrangements are carefully observed. 

9. (a).— There are three monitors. The acquirements of two of them are low ; of the 
remaining one, very fair. 

9. (6). — One of them is very efficient; the others but tolerably so. 

9. (e). — They receive instructions from 2.30 to 4 o’clock on each of the first five school- 
days, and from 1.30 to 4.30 o’clock on Saturday. 

9. (<£). — One monitor was admonished for deficiency in grammar, geography, and 
spelling; another, lor deficiency in grammar, geography, and lesson-books; the remaining 
one is not a year in the Board’s service. 

10. — The rules of the Board are strictly observed. 

11 . (a .) — There is accommodation for 159 pupils. 

11. (&). — The school-room is low, and the windows, with the exception of two small 
ones, are in one side of it. Hence the light, but more especially the ventilation, is imperfect. 
The out-offices are in good repair, and well kept. 

11. (c).- — The schooi-house, kc., were not built by the community. I could not ascertain 
the expense incurred. 

12. — The supply of maps and usual school requisites is fair; that of charts and apparatus, 
insufficient. The charts and apparatus purchased by the community cost 3 Z.; the amount 
of school requisites for the past year, 2 /. 8 s. 8 d. 

13. — The attendance is composed of the children of the more destitute, and is 45.6 per 
cent, larger than it was when the school was conducted by a lay female teacher. The nuns 
got charge of the school in August 1861. 

14. — The attendance at one of the neighbouring female schools has been considerably 
diminished b} the operation of this school, and at another partially. The former school is 
very inefficiently conducted ; the latter, fairly. Those pupils told me that it is in obedience 
to their parents’ wishes that they attend this school, and that no other agency was brought 
to bear. 

15. a. — The general course of instruction is less efficient than in the best of the girls’ 
schools. 

15. n. — There is no infant department. 

15. c. — The instruction in music is on a par with that in the girls’ schools of the district. 

15. n. — Industrial instruction receives greater attention than in the ordinary schools, and 
considerably superior results are attained. 

15. E. — The moral training is superior. 

15. f. — Religious instruction is carefully attended to ; the time devoted to it is longer 
than in the ordinary schools. 

15. g. — T he rules of the Board are as strictly observed as in any other National School. 

15. h, — T he school-room is not nearly so well adapted for school purposes as many of 
the ordinary girls’ schools. Superior attention is, however, given to the cleanliness and 
order of the room. 

15. x. — The supply of educational apparatus is smaller than in several of the other 
schools. , 

15. k. — The attraclive influence is greater than that of an ordinary girls’ school, as is 
shown by the great increase of attendance since this school was given in charge to the nuns. 

I 1860. I 1861. I 1862. I 1863. 

16 . — Inspections - 2 3 3 3 

Incidental visits - | - | - | 1 J 1 

17. — Partially favourable. 

18. — This was a lay female school up to 1861. In the August of that year it was put 
under the care of the religious order that now has charge of it. Judging by the obser- 
vations recorded by the Inspector, the school was most inefficiently conducted by the lay 
teacher, and the state of proficiency of the pupils most unsatisfactory when the nuns got 
charge ; since which it would appear that a gradual improvement has been going on in the 
literary state of the school, and a very marked one in its moral and industrial condition. 

As a convent school, its existence is too brief to allow of its having had much effect on 
education in the district. It has, however, extended national education among the poor; 
for, after excluding all children attracted from other National Schools, I find the attendance 

405. F f is 
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is now 22 per cent, larger than it was under a lay teacher. The connexion of this school 
with the Board tends to strengthen the confidence of the people in the impartiality of the 
national system of education. _ _ h _ , 

(signed) Wm. *Healy, 

Sub-Inspector 

IS June 1864 . (Roman Catholic). 



County Wexford, Roll No. 8,221. 
Templeshannon Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Order of Mercy. 
Visited 24 May 1864. — Manager, Rev. Thomas Roche, Enniscorthy. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 




Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




on Rolls for 

the year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the year 1863. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third. Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


216 


69 

1 


42 


19 


5 


10 


8 


84 


Average Age - 




6 


9-4 


9-6 


12-2 . 


12-6 





Answers to Queries. 

!. (a).— Teaching power fairly adequate in point of mere number of teachers. Four of 
the nuns, two at a' time, are employed in conducting the school; viz., two from 9| till lj 
o’clock, and two from \\ till 3 o’ciock. ' . . . , 

1, (M. Literary acquirements pretty good. Until very lately there seemed to be no 

fixed method of teaching, or organizing power brought into play. During my late visits to 
the school I gave a good deal of instructions, by precept and example, on these points, and 
am glad to say that every effort has been made to carry them out. 

2 , In literary instruction, taking the programme as a guide, the school is not at all so 

efficient as some of the good female schools ol the district. , . 

3 —The management, care, and instruction of the infant pupils is, on the vfrhole, pretty 
fair' There U an excellent gallery at one end of the room, where instruction is given 
alternately with lessons in floor drafts; the greater portion of school-time, however, being 
spent in the gallery, the children have frequent recreation, and a supply of pure drinking 
water is provided for their use. Object lessons are given, illustrated from an educational 
cabinet and picture tablets, not, however, with adequate skill. Reading taught by the 
children distinguishing the forms and sounds of words. Explanation most generally on 
elliptic method 0 Parts of speech and outline map of world taught twice a week. 

4 . —I find the total number of distinct pupils struck off rolls, since opening of school in 
1859 500 • of these 84 were in classes III and IV, were 13 years of age or upwards, and 
may be considered as having finally left school for their several avocations in life; of this 84 
not more than 12 or -t-th commenced in this school in lower classes ; in other words, 7 ths ot 

those who have finally left school entered and left in the same classes. 

5 . — Instruction in music limited to mere singing by ear of sacred and ordinary school 

sono-s. The infants are taught to copy simple outlines of objects ; the monitors also recieve 
a little • instruction in outline drawing. Being only lately introduced, the instruction is 
attended with only very meagre results. Other extra branches : none taught. . 

6— Needlework is taught during three-quarters of an hour daily; all, save the infant 
classes, are taught plain sewing. The more grown girls, those in Classes III. and IV., are 
taught to cut out and sew articles of dress for themselves, under the care ot one ot the nuns, 
to knit plain stockings, and work crochet and sewed muslin. 

7 —Very satisfactory, when relatively considered ; the children are generally from the 
lowest and poorest classes. Previous to the opening of the school they were running idle 
and wild through the streets of the poor suburb in which the convent is situate. At present 
they are obedient to their teachers, few examples of disregard lor truth occur, their personal 
demeanour is respectful, and some little attention is paid to personal cleanliness and neatness. 

8 —Catechism and prayer from 9.30 till 10.10; Angelus repeated and sacred hymn from 

12.0 till 12.30 ; litany of B. V. M. from 2.35 till 2.40. These specified arrangements are 
very fairly observed. . „.„,i 

9 , ( a ). There are three paid and three unpaid monitors in the school ; the latter are selected 
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.from class IV., and are kept permanently employed; out of these, vacancies in the paid staff 
are generally filled up. Both classes of monitors are of average acquirements. 

9. ( 1 ) ). — As junior instructors, they are hardly efficient, not being kept up to their work 
by the conductors with sufficient strictness ; they are not, however, inferior to the average 
run in ordinary National Schools. 

9. (c). — All the monitors daily receive special instruction inside school hours, but in a 
room separate from the ordinary school room, during at least one hour. The course of 
instruction embraces the ordinary literary branches, together with lessons on method, sucli 
as learned from the Inspector’s oral and written observations. On my recommendation the 
principal conductor procured Mayer & Luke’s Handbooks on Object Lessons, Dawe’s* 
Hints, &c., and Young’s Infant School Manual ; from these works occasional instruction is 
also given to the monitors. Precept is, however, not very faithfully can ied into practice. Their 
courses of instruction are set forth in a special time table. A general examination is held a 
few days previous to the summer and Christmas vacations, and, in the time table, it is stated 
that a premium is given to the monitor who exhibits the highest proficiency and skill in 
teaching, according to the national system; the highest premium given for general good 
conduct. The monitors are also expected to devote at least half-an-hour after 3 o’clock to 
needlework, drawing, writing from dictation, or, in fact, any branch in which they may be 
most backward. 

9. ( d ). — During the past two years the paid monitors have not been allowed to attend 
the annual examinations; I have, therefore, had no definite means of determining their 
relative proficiency, or of forming an estimate of their progress. 

10 . — I have always found the Board’s rules faithfully observed. 

31. (u:). — Quite adequate. * 

11. (5). — Very satisfactory. 

11. (c). — The cost of building and furnishing the school house and offices was about 
300 ?., derived from private contributions. A ground-rent of 12 /. is also paid from the same 
sources. 

12 . — The school is well supplied with educational apparatus and class requisites. The 
amount of apparatus procured since the opening of the school in 1859, 2 l. 18s. 10 d.; that 
of class requisites, as sale stock, 11 ?. Is. Id . ; this gives an average of 10 d. a year for 
each child in average attendance, and 6^c?. for each of the average on rolls. Five large 
maps (boards), two smaller (Johnston’s), two large blackboards and easles, one large ball 
frame and black board, one Edwards’s educational cabinet, one pair of semi-globes. 

13. — In this way the school has had a decidedly beneficial effect. Several girls of destitute 
parents receive some instruction in their catechism and religious duties, and in the elements 
of reading, arithmetic, and writing, who probably would never have ever thought of attending 
an ordinary lay school, A large number of such children are still, however, to be found 
roaming about the streets and pavements in the neglected locality in which the school is 
situate. 

14. — Until the establishment of the model school there were no lay female schools for the 
poor in its locality. A mixed school, attended by 30 or 40 girls, existed in Tempieshannon 
until last year, when the master was dispossessed and the house converted into a convent for 
the nuns. Previously to 1859, the educational wants of this part of the town were so neglected 
that the Roman Catholic Bishop decided on establishing schools for boys and girls. Sepa- 
rate school houses were accordingly built on opposite sides of the street; the boys’ school 
being placed under the care of the Christian Brothers, that of the girls, or present one, under 
the Sisters of Mercy, a branch of which order was sent for the purpose from the parent house 
at Wexford. It is probable, however, that the erection of the model schools hastened the 
establishment of them in order to anticipation of action. 

15. a. — The efficiency as to general course of instruction is inferior to that of the few 
girls’ schools in the district, having a fair character compared with a good school such as 
Kilturk of Roll No. 6,624, it is decidedly, and in a great degree, inferior. 

15. b. — The infant pupils are, perhaps, better managed and cared for, than in the ordi- 
nary girls’ schools ; in some few, however, they are equally well attended to. 

15. c. — Superior to some girls’ schools in this respect. Inferior to others. 

15. d, — Superior. This is a portion of school teaching which is comparatively neglected 
in ordinary female schools. In this and other convent schools, however, it is much more 
widely taught, and practically developed. 

15. e. — Considering the class of children that attend this convent school, subject to .all 
the demoralising influences that surround poverty and neglect in the outlying streets of 
towns, the moral training that preserves from actual vice must be really good. It has done 
more, however ; it has inculcated attention to truth, decency, and propriety, and most of 
those minor morals which go so far to preserve the heart unsullied. In this way, I believe, 
that the amount of moral training is greater than that which exists in ordinary rural female 
schools. 

I regret not having space here to describe the -system pursued in promoting moral habits 
amongst the pupils. The system, however, is the same as that adopted in the Wexford 
infant school, in -l-he Report upon which it will be briefly given. 

15. f. — lam informed that the children from this school have, of late years, given much more 
satisfaction to the clergymen at the periodical examination, such as preparatory to confirma- 
tion, first communion, than those from the ordinary Rational schools. They are better 
grounded in their catechism and acquainted with the performance of their several religious 
duties. 

405. f P2 15. G. — With 
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15. g. — With the exception of having a small cross placed over the door-way, I con- 
sider that the Board’s rules are well observed. 

15. H. — Much superior. 

15. i. — Generally superior. 

15. k. — C onvent schools must always present an attractive influence superipr to that of * 
ordinary girls’ schools. — 1. Because the parents, poor and negligent, of themselves, as they 
may be both morally and intellectually, have such a reverence for the unselfish and exalted 
character of the nuns that of course they knew their children will receive a better moral 
and religious training. — 2. They look upon nuns’ schools, as more respectable than ordi- 
nary national schools. I also know that the Sisters of Mercy in their visits to the sick and 
dying poor, have superior opportunities for influencing the parents to send their children 
to school, as well as for discovering where the greatest neglect exists. 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



17. — 1860. General proficiency, medium ; school, promising. 

1861. General proficiency below the minimum laid down in programme. 

1862. Reading, medium ; penmanship, indifferent ; arithmetic, indifferent ; other 

branches, medium. 

1863. Reading, fair; penmanship, indifferent; arithmetic, unsatisfactory; other 

branches indifferent. 

18 . — There is no doubt but that'under the circumstances the establishment of this has con- 
tributed to increase the amount of education in the district. — 1. By affording greater 
facilities for this end than existed before. — 2. By means of the attractive influences brought 
to bear, as noted at Query 15 k, and which always, in this country at least, must accompany 

.such schools. 

It has, to a certain extent, also improved the quality of the education by originating a 
competition with the older established school under the Presentation Nuns. Had this school 
not existed, it is probable, however, that several independent female schools for the poor 
would have been established, and that these, by competition, would also have increased to 
a similar extent the aciual amount of education. In this case, I believe that the moral and 
religious training which should form the major part of the education of the poor would not 
have been so good or so widely diffused. 

Being only a short time in operation, only very few persons have been prepared in it for 
the business of teaching. These few have become nursery governesses and junior teachers 
in respectable families. 

For the same cause, it has not supplied our nationl aschools with any teachers up to the 
present; one young person, the late paid monitress, is a candidate for a school. She is only 
tolerably qualified. 

(signed) C. Winston Dugan, 

District Inspector, Second Cla§s 

7 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 



County Wexford, Roll No. 969. 

Wexford, No. 1, Convent National School. 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Order. 



Visited 2 and 8 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Kenny, Wexford. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class, 


Sequels, j 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. ' 


Total. 


725 


270 


31—125 


38 


44 


47 


15 . 


300 


Average Age - 


6-3 


10 


102 


11-7 


13 


8-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a).— Six nuns constantly employed during the day; three in each schoolroom; 
these are assisted by five paid monitors, and six other girls employed by the community. 
At present, the teaching power, if properly directed, is quite adequate. 

2 . (6). — Acquirements very fair: — Method of teaching, desultory; organising skill, medium. 

The 
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The superioress has, however, approved of a system of school conduct recommended by 
me at inspections, and more in detail in a letter forwarded by me after my visits in .August 
and October 1863. I consider that a good deal of improvement has been efFectea in the 
school during the past six months. During six months in 1861 - 62 , Mr. Haurahan, teacher 
of Wexford Male National School, was employed for the instruction of the Nuns in the 
methods of conducting National Schools. 

2.— Efficiency of literary instruction tolerable. The sequel, 3d, and 4 th classes have how- 
ever, made very satisfactory progress in reading. The 4th class alone seems to’ have 
approached, the proficiency required in the other branches.' 

3— The inf ant pupils and j unior division of Class 2 occupy one of the spacious new school- 
rooms; the management and care of the infants is specially entrusted to one of the lay 
teachers mentioned above. Saving the mere physical care, this person possesses little or no 
skill as an infant teacher. 

4. — Not answered. 

5. — The children are taught to sing the Litany and hymns by ear. No instruction in 
drawing or other extra branches. 

6 ;.— Satisfactory; a large proportion of the girls are taught needlework of a plain and 
useful character. ’ 

7. —The moral training appears very good : the children are happy-looking and contented 
m school ; cheerful and obedient m performing their several duties ; respectful in demeanour • 
neat and tidy in personal appearance. 

8. — From 9.50 till 10, a short prayer; 12 till 12.o', Angelus repeated; 2| till 3, short 
lessons m catechism. I believe that these arrangements are punctually observed. 

9. (a).— Acquirements of monitors not sufficiently advanced for their respective classes 

and years of service ; the conductors frequently complain of their want .of industry, and 
inattention to studies. ' J 

8. (!>)■— I consider that not more than two are even tolerably efficient as instructors; 
they are, however, improving in this respect. 

9. (c).— Special instruction given, during about one hour daily, on the several subjects 

required m programme; lessons on method are occasionally prepared from Dawe’s Hints and 
Young’s Manual; monitors to exemplify these methods in teaching their classes. This 
course has been in operation only about six months, and was adopted at my suggestion. 
Up to June 1863, special instruction was given by Mr. Haurahan, teacher of Wexford 
Male National School, who, under an arrangement made in 1856, was allowed 5s. a quarter 
for each. n 

9. (d). — Their answering, however, at the annual examinations was only medium never 

exceeding 50 per cent, at the written examination, and for two monitors not more than 
30 per cent at the oral. Mr. Hunter, Head Inspector, and myself having considered that 
payment by result was preferable to a fixed rate of remuneration, recommended that the 
arrangement with Mr. Haurahan should terminate in July 1863. Since January 1864 
special instruction has been given by the superioress inside school-hours — viz., from 9 A to lo’ 
and from 2£ to 3, daily, ’ 

10. — I am informed by the superioress, though the fact has not come under my own obser- 

vation,, that the children are in the habit of making the sign of the cross and repeating the 
“Hail Mary” when the clock strikes." r ° 

11. — Just sufficient. Occasionally, however, the schoolrooms are overcrowded. 

11 . (AW The schoolrooms are handsomely painted, cheerful, well lighted and ventilated. 

H. (c).— The schoolhouse and offices, which have been newly built," cost for erection and 

fittings about 800-1 This was derived from bequests, local contributions, proceeds from 
charity sermons and bazaars, with 100 l. from the funds of the community. The fitting 
are excellent.; the school desks of handsome polished birch, with neat brass inkstands. ° 

12 . — School supplied with 8 large maps (hoards), two of Johnston’s maps, four of Betts’ 
Interrogatory, ball-frames, black-boards, easel, pair six-inch semi-globes. Cost of apparatus 
3 l.3s. 3d. About 7 l. worth of sale stock procured during 1863. 

13. — Numbers of the poorer children in the town of Wexford have been induced to attend 
this -school who otherwise, probably, would never have received any education whatever 
This is owing partly to the exertions of the local ciergy, but chiefly to the growth of 
esteem and veneration in which the nuns are held by the parents, and to the affectionate 
care and solicitude exhibited by these pious ladies for the orphan and destitute female poor. 

14. — Formerly there was a large female school in the town, known as the Female Lancas- 
terian school. On the establishment of the present one, however, it immediately began to 
fall away, and in a very short time ceased altogether. This was brought about by the 
influence of the parish clergymen, who at once gave their warmest support to the convent 
school m a similar way as they have done for the Christian Brothers in the case of the 
boys’ school. 

At present there are only a few female lay schools in the town, and these are of the 
character of what is known as a Dame School.” The attendance at Pierestown female 
and Castlebridge female National Schools is materially lessened. 

15. a. Reading much superior in taste and expressiveness. In other literary branches 
I consider ordinary female schools to be quite as efficient. 

15. b. lhe inlant pupils are pretty well managed and cared for; the majority are, how- 
ever, taught little or nothing, and may be said to be merely kept in order. They are taught 
reading on the usual laborious plan; elements of number, from ball-frame; geography from 
maps and semi-globes. ° 

405 - vv3 15. c.— None. 
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15. e.— None. 

15. d. — Industrial instruction well attended to ; every child capable of handling a needle 
learns to sew. About 50 girls are fairly proficient in all kinds of sewing ; 20 can knit 
stockings and quilts; 10 at fancy work; 12 at straw-platting. These latter, have the 
materials provided at the school, and the work done, in the shape of coarse hats and bonnets,, 
is given to themselves. 

15. e. — The moral training appears to be excellent. The superioress and manager of 
the school is a most simpleminded amiable woman, and one cannot but admire the almost 
motherly and affectionate manner in which she speaks of and treats the pupils- — this is the 
great secret of the successful moral training. She assures me that about 15 years ago the 
children were very backward in this respect, and the community had had a great deal of 
trouble in bringing the school to its present state. I observe in this school, what I have 
often recommended to be done for ordinary National Schools, the suspension of large 
tablets containing lessons on the greater and lesser morals, which can be read across the 
room; such as truth, honesty, honour, justice, gratitude, affection, love of • parents, fear 
and love of God, personal cleanliness, decency, politeness. These I have merely jotted 
down from the heads of the tablets. 

15. f. — T he children seem to be better instructed in their religious duties than those of 
ordinary National Schools ; they understand the catechism and religious observances some- 
what more thoroughly. 

15. g. — * 

15. h. — Far superior to that of ordinary National Schools ; the rooms are large, airy, and 
cheerful; the desks and seats are very comfortable, but too crowded in the senior school- 
room ; the gallery in the junior room is by no means well or suitably constructed. 

15. i. — Supply of educational apparatus much superior. 

15. k. — T he attractive influence for the children of the poor is certainly much greater 
than in the case of ordinary schools: in the first place, the poor Roman Catholic girls 
naturally desire to be under the care and protection of these ladies, whose mission it is to 
educate and train up orphans and all those whose parents are unable to look after them. 
The members of the order make a vow to this effect ; it is, in fact, the end and object of the 
institution. Secondly, the nuns, being polished and educated ladies, possess in themselves 
an attractive influence for girls of the lower orders which ordinary female teachers do 
not possess. 

| 1860. | 1861. j 1862. 1863. 

16. — Inspections - | 1 ! 2 2 3 

Incidental visits - i - j 1 - 

I I I 

17. — 1860 and 1861. Reading good; not up to the requirements of the programme in 
other branches. 

1862. Satisfactory in reading; defective in other branches; classification of pupils 

defective. 

1863. Reading good; conductors’ attention drawn to the necessity for improved 

classification of children. A system of organization recommended as detailed in letter 

to the manager after my visit 17th August 1863. 

18. — This school, originally established in 1818 and placed in connection with the 
National Board in 1834, has certainly contributed very largely to the spread, of education 
among the poor t# - the town of Wexford and its vicinity. I am not prepared to say but 
that, in the absence of this or similar schools, the competition which would have resulted from 
the operation of two or three ordinary female schools might not have produced a degree of 
education equal, or even superior in amount; certainly, however, it would not have been so 
extended. The nuns certainly desire to increase their schools as much as possible, a desire 
which has been harshly termed “ intolerance of competition ;” but this arises, I consider, 
from a sincere belief that their schools are the best for the female .poor. On behalf of the 
convent schools in my district, I repudiate any such motive as that of obtaining a larger 
capitation grant. In the present case, the greater part of this grant is expended in pay- 
ment of assistants and monitors, six in number, employed by the community in addition to 
those paid by the board. A large number of young girls have been educated here as 
private junior teachers and nursery governesses; the greater part have emigrated; the 
remainder have been employed in the families of respectable farmers. 

Several young persons have also been trained here for the office of National Teacher ; 
those that 1 have met with are distinguished for their mildness and correctness of manner; 
defective, however, in organizing skill and power as instructors. 

(signed)’ C. IF. Dugan, 

District Inspector, Second Glass 

11 June 1864. (Roman Catholic). 
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County Wexford, Roll No. 4,949. 
Wexford, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Order of Mercy. 
Visited 8 and 9 June 1864. — Manager, Mrs. Walsh, Wexford. 



Total 
Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number | 
of Pupils in : 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863- 


Number of Pupils present o 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




First Class. 


Second Class, j 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


402 


159 


59-90 


45 


24 


8 


17 


243 


Average Age 


- - - 


5-6 


8-5 


9-7 


9-2 


11-9 


7-8 



Answers to Queries. 

j. (a).— Six nuns engaged during the day, viz., two from 9£ to 2 o’clock; and 
four from ll to 3 o’clock; these are assisted by four senior and one junior monitors. 

1. (6). — Acquirements good ; deficient in technical skill and method. The school has 
been lately organized on the tripartite system, according to my instructions at last inspection. 
The conductors expect a high degree of improvement as a result. I find them, at all events, 
mos.t anxious to obtain instruction and information on such matters. 

2. — Efficiency of instruction indifferent; the children appear to be superficially 
taught. Reading appears to be the only subject in which they have made satisfactory 
progress. 

3. — There are separate infant schools for the boys and girls ; this seems carrying a little 
too far the system of separating the sexes in schools. The pupils are pretty well managed 
and attended to ; their literary instruction amounts to little or nothing. This work, the 
drudgery of the school, is almost given up to girls from sequel and third classes, who are 
utterly incompetent to teach. One of the nuns, however, frequently superintends. I 
pointed out this great defect, which the manager promised immediately to have remedied. 
Several of the poorer children, about nine or ten, received bread from the nuns at lunch 
time. 

4. — About one-seventh. Of these, again, about four-fifths leave in Class II I. ; one-fifth in 
Class IV. 

5. — The infant pupils merely are taught suitable school songs. No other instruction given 

in these branches. s 

6. — Industrial instruction embraces plain sewing, cutting out, knitting, and fancy work. 
Senior classes competent to sew their own articles of clothing, but only two or three can 
cut out. 

7. — The moral training of the children receives special attention. The conductors assure 
me that out of so large a number, not more than three could be considered as at all inclined 

' to vice ; these they are trying to reclaim ; a few instances of untruthfulness occur. The 
children, on the whole, are much improved in their manner and conduct; attentive to 
personal propriety and cleanliness-. A complete system of marks and rewards for good 
conduct prevails, which I have not space to describe here. 

8. — From 12 till 12J o’clock, repetition of Angelus, and lessons in catechism; from 3 to 
3.5 o’clock, repeating Litany at dismissal. These are fully observed. 

9. ( ft )_ — Acquirements of monitors pretty good; one of these, Joanna Devereux, 
answered remarkably well at last annual examination. 

9, (b ). — Efficiency as junior instructors, medium ; the conductors, although most indus- 
trious and anxious for their improvement, are in themselves not acquainted with the tech- 
nical approved methods. 

9, ( c ) ; __They receive special instruction inside school-hours, during about an hour daily. 
The following is the programme for instruction and distribution of time Copy, A. M. D. G. 

Distribution of Time for Senior and Junior Monitors: 

Monday.— Spelling, Geography, Tables, Dictation, Reading. 

Tuesday. — Spelling, Grammar, Tables, Reading. 

Wednesday. — Geography, Tables, Dictation, Reading. 

Thursday. — Spelling, Grammar, Tables, Reading. 

Friday. — Repetitions, Maps, Tables, Reading. 

They are taught daily by the same sister, who is chosen on ground of special com- 
petence. , 

9. (<£). — There are four unpaid monitors engaged in teaching during about two hours 
daily. These generally teach the junior classes, and receive marks for efficiency, such as 

405. • FF4 three 
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three for teaching a child her letters; two for having a child prepared for promotion from 
one draft of Class I. to another of same class; only one is awarded for a similar service 
in other classs. This plan is good under vigilant and searching superintendence, other- 
wise it leads to much defect and injury; here I find that it leads to over-classification and 
superficial instruction. In the monitors’ class-room is suspended a tablet containing rules for 
their conduct. In this they are reminded of the distinguished place they hold in the school ; to 
be an example to the others ; to show an anxiety for their welfare and improvement ; to con- 
duct their classes carefully; to be most attentive to the rules of the school and the directions 
of the nuns ; to govern their temper, and reminded of the advantages of this in afterlife; to 
attend on the first Thursday of each month, to be told of their faults and omissions, and 
to be instructed in the method of teaching. Answering of monitors at the examinations of 
1862 and 1863, satisfactory. 

10. ; — An engraving of the Crucifixion is suspended over the fireplace in principal school- 
room. The children wear good-conduct and sodality medals ; obverse, a figure of the 
Guardian Angel..; reverse, portrait of some saint, with a prayer or legend. 

11 . (a). — The school and class rooms afford adequate accommodation for the pupils in 
attendance. 

11. ( b ). — Satisfactory. 

11. (c). — I am unable to ascertain the exact expense of building and furnishing ; it may, 
however, be estimated at about 300 1., contributed by a private gentleman, a native of 
Wexford, but at present abroad. 

12. — Well supplied ; the amount of sale stock procured since September 1860=12 l. 10 s. ; 
that of apparatus since December 1859=9 l. 12 s. 6 d.. Neat glass cases have also been 
provided, at a cost of 3/., for holding educational objects, such as in Edwards’ Cabinet. 

13. — The Sisters of Mercy conducting this school, in their visit to the houses of the des- 
titute poor to attend the sick and dying, come in contact with the very classes who most 
neglect the education of their children, and have therefore rare opportunities for inducing 
the attendance of these at their school. In this way many almost abandoned and orphan 
girls are brought under the influence of instruction, and rescued from moral pollution, ever 
existing in the back slums and streets of crowded towns. 

14. — The operation of this school has to a slight extent lessened the attendance at 
national schools about three miles distant. All the other lay female schools, save a few 
infant schools in obscure parts of the town, have been completely absorbed by this and the 
Wexford Female School. A complete system^of organisation exists for preventing truancy, 
and enforcing attendance at these two convent schools. The town is divided into districts, 
each under the care of a curate. Lists of absentees, and those who ought to be at school, 
are furnished to these monthly, classified according to the streets and districts ; the influence 
of the clergyman is immediately exerted, and thus the attendance is kept up. 

15. A. — About equal to ordinary female schools in point of efficiency. 

15. b. — T olerable. 

15. c. — None given. 

15, d. — Very fair; superior to the generality of female schools for the poor. 

15. e. — Far superior. 

15. F. — Superior. 

15. g. — Very fairly observed, save Rule 8, Section III., violated as noted at Query 10. 

15. h. — Superior; the school-room is very cheerful, spacious, and well ventilated. Out- 
offices in good order ; playground rather small, but clean and dry. 

15. i. — Superior. 

15. k. — S uperior. In addition to the attractive influences, which the conductors possess, 
in their character as nuns, for the girls of the Roman Catholic poor, they have also, in their 
capacity as Sisters of Mercy, an additional influence and power in persuading the parents to 
send their children to school. Rewards of clothing are also given for good attendance. 
These clothes are provided by a Ladies’ Society, and given to the nuns for distribution. 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 



17. — Generally speaking, unfavourable as to proficiency In all subjects, save reading. 

18. — This school, established in 1845, is in direct competition with the older school 
under the Presentation Nuns. The remark in mv report on that school, as to extent and 
quality of instruction, is fully applicable here. There are several points in the internal 
management and discipline not observed in the ordinary schools, with which I am ac- 
quainted, and which in the hands of able and skilful teachers would undoubtedly be 
productive of the best results in school conduct; I allude to the system of rewards for 
good attendance, general good conduct, progress, attention to neatness and order, given to 
the pupils in general, and to the monitorial staff, for efficiency in teaching, for preparing a 
child for promotion, &c. These little rewards, in the shape of medals with coloured ribbons 
are generally given in connection with two sodalities which exist in the school ; one of the 
Infant Jesus, the other of the Guardian Angel. A small, neatly hand-printed tablet, con- 
taining the conditions upon which the good-conduct medal is awarded, is suspended in the 
room ; also one for aspirants to be members of the sodalities. The rewards are determined 
by the number of marks opposite the names of the pupil in what is called the Judgment 
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o Several young girls have been trained at this school for the office of National teacher • 
two— viz Marian Graham II.*, Castlebridge Female School, and M. A. Fitzpatrick, III.*’ 
(depressed from III. ), Redgate School— are in my district. Neither of these is at all 
remarkable for efficiency. 



11 June 1864. 



(signed) C. W. Dugan, District Inspector, 2d Class. 

(Roman Catholic.) 



County Wexford, Roll No. 969. 
Wexford, Female, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community: — Presentation Nuns. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tout. 


Average Age - 


269 


156 


38 


44 


47 


15 


300 


6-3 


10 


10-2 | 


11-7 


13. 


8-5 



Answers to Queries. 

In all nine ladies are employed. These relieve each other, so that six are encased' 
work to n be°done the Part ° f • day ’ The number is SCareely the 

I. (6).— Of their acquirements I cannot speak. In teaching they follow the Board’s 
programme with moderate success. Their organizing skill is moderate. 

low ° readmg ’ aU ' ; m medium ; in other branches of the literary programme, 

3.— Very good. 

class” 0 *' the 166 pllpi,s St ™ ck ° ff tIle b ° 0ks SinCe lst Wy 1861, 28 had reached the third 

, (singing by ear) tanght only as a part of the religious instruction. Drawing not 

taught, but going to Be taught. " 6 

■ 6,— X ery g0od ’ both as t0 numbers > learning, and proficiency. 

7. — The morals of the pupils are carefully attended to. These nuns are rather unskilful in 
maintaining order. 

8. — Half-an-honr at noon and a few minutes at dismissal daily devoted to it. 

9. (a).— Of two monitors very fair; these are in their fifth year. Acquirements of the 

others pretty fair. ^ 

9 - (*)•— M° derate : ‘he school is so noisy that they labour under difficulties. 

9. (4— They are specially instructed by the ladies. 

9. (d ) — The District Inspector will state the results in his report. I have not seen the 
papers. r 

1 , b | li f e , t !; St the r a , re wel1 ° bsamii, > ‘he single exception that the inscription 
lNational ochool cannot be seen from the street. 1 

contemplated*' here ' S amI>le SP “° e ’ tUt presellt not wel1 arranged; improvements are- 

II. (6). — Excellent. 

11. (c). — About 600/. 

12. — There is a very good supply. The District Inspector will state the expense incurred" 
previous to 1860. Since 1859, 14/. Is. 6t/. has been paid for apparatus at reduced rates. 

13. — I he school is crowded with children who have not within their reach any other female 
national^ school, except another convent school, which is also crowded. 

14. — There is no lay female national school within range of its influence. 

1®*' Knowing scarcely anything of the ordinary schools in this district, I compare this 
convent school with ordinary schools which I have examined in other districts. 

1-5. A. Reading, fair; in penmanship, medium; in other branches, low. 

15. b.— E qual to most in the instruction given to the infants; equal to any in the care 
taken of them. 

15. c.— Not at present taught as secular instruction. 

15. d. — E qual to the best. 

405 - G g *15. e.— E qual 
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i5. e.— ] Equal to those in which I have observed no defect (leaving out of account the 
15' g'Z-J P os ’- t ' on Ascription). 

15.' h'.— Not so well arranged as some, but about to be improved; much larger than 
any ordinary school. 

15. 1. — As well supplied as any. 

15. k. — The large attendance, and the high proportion it bears to the number on rolls, 
prove that the school has a most attractive influence. 

1860. 



1861. 

1 



1863. 



16. — Inspections - 

Incidental visits 

1 I’ 

The two visits in 1862, and the two in 1863, noted here as “incidental,” may have been 
inspections, but they are recorded only in the Report Book, without particulars as to classes 
examined. 

17. — Moderately favourable. 

18. — I am as yet so little acquainted with the district, as to be unable to say what effect 
this convent school has had upon it. The instruction given in it accords, so far as it goes, 
with the Board’s programme, but does not come up to its requirements. I believe, however, 
that the school is progressing in efficiency. 

(signed) James Patterson, Head Inspector. 
10 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



County Wexford, Roll No. 4949. 
Wexford, Infant, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Sisters of Mercy. 

Visited 9 June 1864. — Manager, The Sister, M. Evangelist, Convent of Mercy, Wexford. 



Total 

Number of 


Number 
of Pupils in 


Number of Pupils present 0 : 


n Days of Special Inspection in 




Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Attendance 

for 

the Year 1863.] 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


To T AL. 


402 


161 


149 


46 


24 


8 


17 


244 


Average Age 


■ - - 


5-6 


8-5 


9-7 


9-2 


11-9 


7-2 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — Sufficient in number. . . 

!. (6).— Organizing skill but middling; method of teaching not effective: acquirements, 
I cannot say. 

2. — Very moderate. .... , ,, 

g The infants are taken good care of, and are well instructed m singing and some other 

exercises suited to children too young to learn to read. 

4. of the 492 pupils struck off the register since 1st January 1859, 63 had reached 

3 d 5 ^ S Sinoin°- by ear is effectively taught, and the children take great pleasure in it. 

6. — Plam sewing and knitting are taught with satisfactory results as to numbers and pro- 
ficiency of pupils. , , , . . , * , , ™ .. 

7. — The children are trained to good moral habits, but, owing to the defective organizing 
skill of the teachers, their manners are rather disorderly. 

g_ Half an hour daily at noon, and a few minutes at dismissal. 

9. ( a ). — Satisfactory. 

9 . (j)\ They seem to have an aptitude for teaching, yet the results are meagre. 

9, (c ).— They are regularly instructed by the nuns. 

’9’ (d) —Stated in the District Inspector’s Report. I have never seen their papers. 

!0. I observed nothin** that seemed to be in contravention of the rules, except an en- 

graving representing the Crucifixion hung on the wall, and some French medals, by which 
the best children were distinguished, one kind of which had for inscription an invocation of 
the Blessed Virgin, and on the reverse an intended representation of the Holy Trinity. 

n.'(S):-} Veryg00d - 
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11 . (c). — Amount stated in the District Inspector’s Report. 

12 . — The supply is sufficient for the wants of the school. 

13. — The school is crowded with children, who have not within their reach any other 
female national school except another convent school, which is also crowded. 

14. ' — There is no lay female national school within its influence. 

15. — I know scarcely anything of the ordinary national schools of the district, but com- 
paring it with those I know elsewhere, — 

15. a. — Low. 

15. b. — E qual to most in care of the infants; inferior to good schools in instruction, 
except in singing. 

15. c. — Equal to any in which the theory of music is not taught. No drawing, &c. 

15. d.— E qual to most. 

15. e. — E qual to any (so far as I had an opportunity of judging) in the inculcation of 
good moral principles; not equal to very good schools in preservation of order. 

15 . p. — Equal to any. 

15. g. — See answer to Query 10. 

15. h. — Equal to any. 

1 5. i. — Better than most. 

15. k. — T he large attendance, and its high proportion to the number on rolls, prove that 
this school has a most attractive influence. 



16 . — Inspections 

Incidental visits 




1861. 1862. 

1 1 



1863. 

3 



The three visits made in 1863 may have been inspections ; but as they are not noted in the 
Observation Book, I mention them as incidental visits merely. 

17.— Those in 1860 and 1861 entirely laudatory ; those in 1862 less favourable; none in 



1863. 

18 . — A considerable number of children have in this school begun to learn to read and 
write, and have been instructed in needlework and singing. This, in addition to their moral 
and religious training, seems to be nearly the extent of the operations of the school — a very 
small number of pupils probably having attained satisfactory proficiency in the programme 
for the junior classes. 

(signed) Jas. Patterson, Head Inspector-. 

18 June 1864. (Presbyterian.) 



County Wicklow, Roll No. 7180. 



Bray, No. 2, Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community : — Institute of the. Blessed Virgin (Loretto). 



Visited 27 & 30 May 1864. — Manager, Mrs. C. Lopez, Bray. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls for 
the Year 1863. 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Total. 


491 


212 


141 


50 


18 


12 


14 


235 


Average Age 


, ! 


8*7 


10-1 


.12-9 | 


12-2 1 


i8-3j8 



Answers to Queries. 

1. (a). — The teaching power is fairly adequate to the requirements of the school. Two 
of the Sisters teach constantly, and three others for parts of the school-time.' 

1. ( b .) — The conductors are well qualified in point of attainments ; they apply improved 
methods of teaching with earnestness and intelligence, and are skilful and precise in main- 
taining discipline and regulating the general mechanism of the school. The Sister in chief 
charge was trained at the Central Model School in 1848, and the second teacher in 1842 
or 184 3. 

2. — The general results of instruction are of a creditable character, and it would appear 
from the reports of my predecessor that the efficiency of the school has latterly been in- 
creasing. 

3. — The infants are accommodated in a distinct /school-room, are instructed efficiently, and 
educated and managed with great kindness and tact. 

4. — Sixty-six per cent. 

405. H h 5.— Singing 
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5. — Singing is taught by ear with excellent effect. No other extra branch. 

6. — The industrial training embraces the second and higher classes. Plain and fancy- 
needlework, with a preference for the former, are taught carefully, and with a very fair 
amount of success. 

7. — The moral tone of the school is excellent; habits of obedience, order, and tidiness are 
assiduously cultivated, the children being at the same time perfectly cheerful and contented. 

8. — Religious instruction is given for 35 minutes each day; seven or eight nuns, besides- 
those mentioned above, taking part in this duty. The arrangements are punctually observed. 

9. ( fl ). — At present there are but two paid monitors. One of these is very creditably 
prepared ; the other’s acquirements are only medium. It has been difficult to provide' 
suitable young persons, as remunerative employment can be had in Bray at an early 



°9. (/,). — They are useful in teaching the junior classes, one, especially, rendering very 
effective aid. 

9. (c).— They receive special instruction for an hour before the general business com- 
mences, and for about three quarters of an hour after it closes. 

9. (d). — They appear to have answered creditably at the last yearly examination, held 
by my predecessor, gratuities for their instruction having been awarded to the Sisters. 

10. — The Board’s rules are duly observed by the conductors. 

11. (a). — Two school-rooms and a class-room afford area for 275 children, at six square 
feet per pupil. 

11. (6). — The site is admirably healthy and suitable; two of the three rooms very well 
lighted and ventilated, and all lofty. The infants’ room, opened about a year since, 
requires some improvement as to ventilation. 

11. (c). — The building, formerly part of the out-offices of a private mansion, was adapted 
to school purposes at an actual cost (borne by the convent) of 308 1 15 s. The expense, 
ab initio, of house furniture &c. may be estimated, according to the official standard, at 



oau i. 

12. — A sufficient supply of large maps obtained as free stock from the Board. The usual 
books and stationery are purchased by the pupils; a small supply of pictures, expense' 
trifling. 

13. — The parents belonging to the poorer and more careless class of townspeople send 
their children more freely, and at an earlier age, than is usually done in the case of the 
ordinary and smaller schools; and many children from the rural districts come two and 
three Irish miles, although there are national schools for both sexes near their homes. 

14. — It does not prevent the existence of a girls’ national school in Bray, half a mile 
distant, and of another at Little Bray, one statute mile, with average attendance, varying 
respectively from 50 to 70, and from 70 to 100. Both these schools are under the patronage 
of Roman Catholic clergymen, and while children from the vicinity of each attend the 
conveni school, they do so solely because of the prestige of superiority which the latter 
holds in the parents’ estimation. 

15. A. — Compared with the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, taken as a body, this 
school is, in my judgment, of superior efficiency as regards instruction in reading and pen- 
manship; of equal value as regards arithmetic, and the remaining items of literary in- 
struction. 

15 . jj. — I t excels the ordinary girls’ schools as to care, tact, and success in the man- 
agement of infants. 

15. c. — Superior as to the practical results of instruction in singing. 

15. d. — Superior in the regularity and effectiveness of industrial teaching. 

15. e. — Superior in the efficiency of moral training; for while it deals with a large 
proportion of children who are worse subjects than usually frequent the other schools, it 
affords in moral culture results at least as good as they do. 

15. f. — S uperior as an instrument of religious teaching, this being the most cherished 
object of the conductors. 

15. G. — On a par with the oilier schools in reference to observance of the Board’s 
rules. 

15. h. — Superior in the spaciousness and general fitness of school-rooms and premises. 

15. i. — Equal to the other schools as to supply of teaching apparatus. 

15. k. — Markedly superior in inducing a good attendance of the poorer sort of 
children. 



1 6. — Inspections 

Incidental visits 




1861. I 1862. | 1863. 

3 I 3 I 3 

No others recorded. 



17. — Generally’ unfavourable as to the literary instruction, but intimating improvement 
latterly favourable with reference to discipline, &c. 

1 8. — Having been placed so recently as February last in charge of this district, and having 
inspected the school for the first time on this occasion, I am not in a position to speak more 
1 ully than I have done in the preceding pages as lo the external influence of the school. 

(signed) B. M‘Sheehy, District Inspector. 

6 June 1854. (Roman Catholic.) 
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County Wicklow, Roll No. 5237. 
Delgany Convent National School. 



Name of Order, Institute, or Community Order of our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel. 



Visited 2 June 1864. — Manager, Rev. Peter Segrave, p.p., Delgany. 



Total 

Number of 
Distinct Pupils ! 

on Rolls for j 
the Year 1863. ' 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance 
for 

the Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. | 


Total. 


160 J 

Average Age 


64 


39 


30 


28 


9 


14 


120 


7-1 


9-5 


10 


11 

- 


13-2 


9'38 



Answers to Queries. 

I. (a). The teaching power is sufficient; two of the Sisters teach during all school 
hours, and are occasionally assisted by others of the community. 

1. (5). — The conductors appear to be very well qualified as respects attainments; they 

teach with earnestness and intelligence, and are skilful and extremely regular in managing 
the general business of the school. ° ” 

2. — The literary instruction is fairly efficient, creditably so, as regards reading and pen- 
manship. The Board’s programme is not fully adhered to in the lower classes, as regards 
the subjects additional to reading, writing, and arithmetic — namely, the elements of grammar 
and geography. 

3. — The infants in attendance are managed with great judgment and tender care, and 
are very successfully instructed in reading and spelling. 

4. — Sixty-one per cent. 

5. — Singing is taught with good effect, and the senior pupils receive some theoretical as 
well as practical instruction. No other extra branch. 

6. — Female industry is taught with special attention ; the children are brought under this 
instruction at the earliest possible age; their work is graduated with care and judo-ment 
and the results attained are of first-class character. 

7. — The moral tone of the school is altogether creditable. 

8 - — Religious instruction is given at three times of day, occupying an hour in all. The 
arrangements are adhered to punctually. 

9. (a). — The monitors exhibit a satisfactory amount of information. 

9. ( b ). — -They render efficient services as junior instructors, and one of them especially 
gives superior promise of becoming an excellent teacher and school-keeper. 

9. (c). — They receive literary instruction for 1 1 hour each day, and are taught sewing, 
&c. with particular care for half an hour. On Saturday also they receive lessons on mode of 
teaching, and in certain portions of their course of study. 

9. ( d ). — Their answering at the yearly examinations held by my predecessor appears to 
have been respectable, gratuities for instructing them having been awarded to the nuns. 

10. — 'I he Board’s rules are duly observed by the conductors. 

II. (a).— The accommodation is more than adequate ; space for 233 pupils. 

11 . ( b ). — The school-room is a remarkably fine one (56 by 25, and 24 feet high), healthily 
situated, well lighted and ventilated. 

H . (c). — Built at the expense of the nuns, aided by contributions from personal friends. 
The actual cost cannot be stated separately, as there are dormitories on the upper floor, but, 
according to the standard laid down by the Board, the amount may be estimated at 
500 1. 

12. — The supply of large maps and of charts, &c. is adequate ; these requisites were 
granted by the Commissioners as free stocks. The children pay for their own books, &c., 
with trifling exceptions. 

13. — Little destitution exists in this locality, but the attractive influence of the school is 
attested by the attendance of girls from unusual distances, some walking four Irish miles to 
and from school, while the homes of the great majority are more than a mile distant. 

14. — The nearest girls’ national school is distant more than three miles, and I cannot ascer- 
tain that any such school existed in the vicinity before this school was opened in 1846. 

15. — The non-national schools in and near Delgany are in connexion with the Established 
Church, and are not in any way affected by this school. 

15. a. — Compared with the ordinary girls’ schools of the district, taken as a body, this 
school is, in my judgment, more efficient as to instruction in reading and penmanship ; 

405. equally 
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equally efficient as. to the other branches for higher classes; and less efficient in the intellec- 
tual training .of the junior pupils. 

15- b. — Superior as regards the careful management of infant pupils. 

15 , c.— Superior as regards singing. 

15. d.— Superior by many degrees in the method and effectiveness of industrial 
teaching. 

15'. e.— S uperior in efficiency for moral training. 

15. f. — Superior in the prominent degree of attention given to religious teaching, and in 
the qualifications for that duty possessed by the conductors. 

15. g. — On a par with the other schools in observance of the Board’s rules. 

'15. h. — S uperior in the amount and quality of school accommodation. 

15. i.— Superior in some degree as regards the supply of educational apparatus. 

15. k. — S uperior in its attraction of children at a very early age, and from homes far 
. distant from the school. 



16. — Inspections - 




1860. 1 1861. 1862. 1 

3 1 3 3 


1863. 

3 


Incidental visits - 


- 


- No such visits recorded. 





17. — Rather unfavourable as regards the instruction of lower classes and the teaching of 
arithmetic ; favourable on other points, especially as to needlework and the discipline of 
school. 

18. — From my very recent acquaintance with the locality, 1 am not in a position to offer 
any further observations in reference to the external influence of this school. 

(signed) B. M'Sheeliy, District Inspector. 

6 June 1864. (Roman Catholic.) 
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